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The Resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ at the Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox
Metropolitan Cathedral in Winnipeg

On Sunday, April 12, 2026, His Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion
celebrated the Resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ at the Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Metropolitan
Cathedral in Winnipeg, MB. His Eminence was assisted by
Cathedral clergy.

During the Divine Liturgy, the Very Reverend Archpriest
Eugene Maximuk was honoured with the right to wear the
mitre in recognition of his faithful and dedicated service to the
Church.

St. Thomas Sunday: Metropolitan llarion Served the Divine
Liturgy at St. Elia Parish in Edmonton, AB

The faithful of St. Elia Parish in Edmonton were honored to welcome His Eminence,
Metropolitan Ilarion, who presided at the Divine Liturgy on St. Thomas Sunday. Clergy and
faithful from the surrounding area gathered in prayer as the Church continued to rejoice
in the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and reflect on the Gospel account of the Holy
Apostle Thomas.

St. Thomas Sunday, observed on the second Sunday of Pascha, reminds us of the journey
from doubt to faith, as the Apostle Thomas comes to confess the Risen Christ, proclaiming:
“My Lord and my God!” This sacred day offered an opportunity for all present to deepen
their faith in the Resurrection and to rejoice in the abiding presence of Christ in His Church.
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“You are not visitors here. You have come home.”: The Historic First Pilgrimage of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada to Greece and the Mother Church of Constantinople

A pilgrimage is more than a journey to holy places; it is the journey of the heart toward God.
Through prayer, encounters with the holy places, and the spiritual heritage of the Church,
the faithful discover their living connection with the generations of believers who have gone before them.

From May 3-12, His Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion led the historic first pilgrimage of the clergy and faithful of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Canada to the holy shrines of Thessaloniki, Greece, and to the Mother Church of Constantinople. This
pilgrimage marked the first organized pilgrimage undertaken by the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada in its history.

The pilgrimage was organized in response to a resolution adopted by the
LIV Western Eparchial Assembly, commemorating the 35th anniversary of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada's reception into the Ecumenical
Patriarchate. The delegation consisted of nineteen pilgrims: His Eminence
Metropolitan Ilarion, Bishop Andriy of Toronto, four priests, and thirteen
faithful.

Throughout the pilgrimage, participants venerated the holy relics of
numerous Orthodox saints, prayed before wonderworking icons, and
experienced the rich spiritual heritage of the Orthodox Church. Among the
highlights of the journey in Greece was the visit to the Holy Meteora
Monasteries, one of the greatest monastic centres of Orthodox Christianity,
as well as the opportunity to behold the majestic monastic heritage of
Mount Athos, where the tradition of unceasing prayer and ascetic life has
been preserved for centuries.

The spiritual culmination of the pilgrimage was participation in the Divine
Liturgy at the Patriarchal Cathedral of St. George at the Phanar, presided
over by His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.

A particular blessing for the pilgrims was a private audience with His All-
Holiness, who, despite his demanding schedule, graciously welcomed the
delegation of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada. Joining the meeting
were His Eminence Metropolitan Emmanuel of Chalcedon and Grand
Archimandrite Iakovos, a native of Canada, the Krochak Family and a
spiritual son of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada.

CEPMEHb/AUGUST 2026

BICHUK e THE HERALD 3



Addressing the pilgrims, His All-Holiness offered these memorable
words: "You are not visitors here. You have come home." These words
became the spiritual hallmark of the pilgrimage, affirming the enduring
bond between the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada and the
Throne of Constantinople, as well as our shared inheritance within the
One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Orthodox Church.

For all who participated, the pilgrimage became a profound spiritual
experience. Strengthened through prayer at the holy places and
renewed in faith. The pilgrims returned to Canada with a deeper
appreciation for the spiritual treasures of Orthodoxy and with renewed
gratitude for the enduring relationship between the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Canada and the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

The participants express their heartfelt gratitude to His Eminence
Metropolitan Ilarion for his blessing and leadership in organizing this
pilgrimage; to Very Rev. Dr. Timothy Chrapko for coordinating the
travel logistics; and to the local guides, Dmytro in Thessaloniki and
Leah in Constantinople, for their knowledgeable and generous

assistance throughout the journey.

Glory be to God for all things!

Participants' Reflections on the Pilgrimage

Pilgrimage Reflection
by Dcn. Yakiv Mielnik

What a wonderful and grace filled
experience it was to participate in the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada’s
first pilgrimage to the holy and sacred
sites of Thessaloniki and Constan-
tinople. Whatever words I offer here
cannot come close to expressing fully
the wonders that [ saw, the feelings that
[ felt and the blessings I received,
walking in the footsteps of the Apostles,
Saints, Hierarchs and ascetics of our
Holy Orthodox Church.

Our first full day took us to Vlatadon
Monastery, providing a glimpse into the
early spiritual life of Metropolitan
Ilarion, who lived and studied here. We

sang Memory Eternal at the
grave of Metropolitan
Panteleimon, who tonsured
Vladyka into monasticism and
ordained him a Deacon and
Presbyter. This moment offered
all of us the opportunity to
reflect on those who passed on
the light of Christ to all of us.

Throughout our travels in and
around Thessaloniki we had the
opportunity to visit many
ancient churches. One aspect
that was explained to us by our
tour guide was the generational
changes, expansion, embellish-
ments, and iconography which
shaped the temples we saw that
day. Often, we think

that we build a temple, adorn it

and that's it, it remains

stagnant for eternity; but what

[ saw was a harmonious

synergy of new and old and the

vibrancy which remains in the

frescoes that are centuries old.

Having grown up in Canada,

when [ have encountered the

relics of saints, it is often only a

small fragment in an icon or

small reliquary. On this

pilgrimage we were afforded

the opportunity to bear witness

to how wondrous Christ is in His saints
with the arks that house the full relics of
the saints, and the sweet aroma of myrrh
which flows forth from many of them.
Some of the relics we had the chance to
venerate were: Great-martyr Demetrius,
Martyr Anisia, St. Gregory Kallidis and
St. Gregory Palamas (just to name a
few).

Souroti (Monastery of St. John the
Theologian): We venerated the grave of
St. Paisios of the Holy Mountain, one of
the newest glorified saints in Orthodoxy.
His grave sees thousands of pilgrims
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each day, with pilgrims waiting hours in
line. At the monastery is also the relics of
St. Arsenios of Cappadocia. We were
warmly hosted by the monostatic
sisterhood, experiencing their warm
hospitality.

On another day we boarded a vessel at
Ouranoupolis and sailed along the
southwestern coast of Mount Athos.
Viewing skyward-reaching monasteries
like Dochiariou, St. Panteleimon, and
Simonos Petras reignited a lifelong hope
to one day set foot on the Holy Mountain
itself.

Travelling inland, we visited the cliff
top monasteries of Meteora; namely
those of St. Stephen and Varlaam.
Despite the heavy presence of secular
tourists, the stunning simplicity of the
architecture =~ embodied  authentic
monastic austerity. Looking out over the
landscape, the monasteries seemed

suspended in the sky, held up by Christ’s
hands alone.

Having completed our

Greece portion of the

pilgrimage we traveled

to Constantinople where

we visited the holy sites

in the cradle of ancient

Orthodoxy. We marveled

at the  6th-century

architectural miracle of

Hagia Sophia, the scale

of the church is

overwhelming when

beheld in person, the

mosaics and the

ottoman destruction is

painful to whiteness.

Although [ was filled with hope, holding

to the prophecy of St. Cosmas of Aetolia

that one day Hagia Sophia will be

Orthodox again, and that Christ is Risen

will be once more proclaimed by a
plentitude of clergy and faithful alike.

On the Sunday of the Samaritan
Woman, we attended the Patriarchal
Divine Liturgy at the Cathedral of
St. George, presided over by His All-
Holiness and other hierarchs. Partaking
of the Holy Mysteries in the Holy
Altar—where centuries of saints and
patriarchs have served—was an
undeserved privilege.

It was a busy Sunday at the Phanar
with a delegation of Archons from
Greece, and that Sunday is also the local
commemoration of all the sainted
Patriarchs of Constantinople. His All-
Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew felt
that he was unable to dedicate the time

he wanted to us
UOCC pilgrims, asked
if our audience could
be moved to the
following day.
Having cleared part
of his  schedule
Monday morning, we
were granted a
private audience
with his All-Holiness
in the Throne Room.
Having greeted us
with ‘Christ is Risen’
in English, Greek and
Ukrainian, he offered
his paternal love for
us and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of Canada and assured us of his fervent

prayers for peace and the end of the war
in Ukraine. Our time with Patriarch
Bartholomew lasted over 1 hour. The
only word that expresses the aura in the
room was one of deep and profound
love.

St. Mary of Blachernae: After we
departed the Phanar, we visited the site
of the 10th-century appearance of the
Protectress, where the feast of Pokrova
originated. Together, we sang the
Kondak to the Mother of God and drank
from the holy spring.

This pilgrimage was not merely
sightseeing, but one of Christian
fellowship. Some of us pilgrims knew
each other already, some of us met for
the first time, by the end of this
pilgrimage 1 can say we became one
family in Christ, united in our faith and
common experience.

As 1 returned home it was with
profound gratitude. Traveling alongside
His Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion—
who guided us like a loving father—
made this a  once-in-a-lifetime
experience. The spiritual fruits and
memories of this journey will remain
with me for the rest of my days.

Glory to God for All Things!
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Reflections on the UOCC
Pilgrimage 2026
by Alexandra Lazaruik

As Orthodox Christians, through
reading, prayer, and participation in the
liturgical life of our parishes, we become
acquainted with the saints, the history of
the Church, and the places where these
saints lived and important events took
place. Through my experiences up to
this point, I felt that I knew these people,
times, and places—at least on a basic
level. Yet there is something different
about encountering them in person. It
takes knowledge that may have once felt
distant or abstract and gives it a depth of
meaning and feeling that is difficult to
gain otherwise. Through visiting the

churches, monasteries, and holy places
of Thessaloniki and Constantinople, our
journey became so much more than
simply seeing and visiting. It became an
opportunity to worship, to pray, and to
encounter our Orthodox faith in a
tangible and deeply personal way.
During Paschaltide, our group of
pilgrims, representing the three
eparchies of the UOCC, embarked on a
pilgrimage that took us from the cliffs of
Meteora to the shores of Mount Athos,

from the Dbeautiful churches of
Thessaloniki to the  Patriarchal
Cathedral of St. George. There is

something especially meaningful about
travelling with others who share the
same expression of Orthodoxy and

finding ourselves encountering these
holy places and standing together in
prayer where generations

of Christians have prayed

before us. Doing so in the

afterglow  of  Pascha

seemed to add an extra

special layer to our trip.

The church and

monastery buildings,

icons, and relics all

seemed to take on a

particular depth when

experienced in places

with such a long and rich

tradition of faith.

One of the most special
parts of this pilgrimage was travelling
with His Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion
and the other clergy of the UOCC. Each
day, they shared additional pieces of
knowledge with us and helped us
understand some of the lesser-known
details and stories behind the places we
visited. Their presence gave us not only
the opportunity to learn more, but also
to experience these holy places
alongside those who have devoted their
lives to serving the Church.

Our first stop in Thessaloniki was
Vlatadon Monastery. It served as an
important touchpoint connecting us as
Canadians to Thessaloniki, as we saw
firsthand the place where His Eminence
began his journey as a monastic. We
spent time in the monastery church,
which preserves a special place that
tradition identifies as one of the
locations where the Holy Apostle Paul
preached. This was only the beginning of
the history we would encounter
throughout our pilgrimage.

While we were there, His Eminence
also shared some of his own memories
from his time at Vlatadon. It was nothing
short of special to walk the grounds with
him and hear those stories firsthand. I
think that, here in Canada, where we
have the blessing of such close
relationships with our hierarchs, we can
sometimes forget the weight of
responsibility they carry in guiding our
Church, and that beneath the vestments
and titles, they too are people who have
their own histories, memories, and
experiences.

The rarity of travelling with one's
Metropolitan or Bishop became even

more apparent when we continued on to
the Monastery of St. John the
Theologian, founded by St. Paisios of
Mount Athos. From our first steps
through the monastery gates, we were
welcomed with incredible hospitality.
Watching the monastics greet His
Eminence and the other clergy with a
reverence and respect that is rarely seen
in the West helped us to appreciate what
a gift it was to be travelling with a
hierarch.

Because we were travelling with
Metropolitan Ilarion, our group was
given priority access to the monastery
church and then to the tomb of
St. Paisios, allowing us to enter without
waiting in the usual queue. Near the end
of our visit, the monastics welcomed us
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Participants' Reflections on the Pilgrimage

with delicious baklava prepared at the
monastery and invited us to spend some
time visiting with one of the monastics.

These moments gave us a glimpse of
something that might otherwise have
been easy to overlook. As lay people in
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Canada, we are blessed to have the
opportunity to know our hierarchs
personally, to speak with them, to
worship alongside them, and, on this
pilgrimage, to travel with them. Seeing
how they were received in these holy
places gave us a new appreciation for

that privilege—and for the
responsibility carried by those who
shepherd our Church.

Our time in Thessaloniki continued
with many more opportunities to
experience the history of the Church ina
tangible way. [ found myself especially in
awe in the Church of Agia Sophia (The
Wisdom of God). There, [ was able to see
firsthand a church constructed with a
simple beauty, originally without icons,
as it was built during the period of
Byzantine Iconoclasm. Being present
and able to gaze upon the beauty of the
icons that were added following the
Triumph of Orthodoxy, while also
knowing the history of Iconoclasm,
added a new depth of meaning for me.

Seeing this firsthand helped me to
better understand the devotion and
piety with which the founders and
parishioners of this church, and of so
many others, would have had to live in

order to preserve the tradition of
iconography and see it restored to the
Church. I am certain that I will carry this
added layer of

appreciation, joy, and

sincerity with me the

next time I participate

in the Sunday of

Orthodoxy. What was

once something [ knew

through history and

worship became, for a

brief moment,

something I could see

with my own eyes and

experience in a very

tangible way.

That same sense of
bringing the familiar
into sharper focus
continued as we encountered the many
holy relics enshrined throughout the
churches and monasteries we visited. As
I stood before them, I found myself
thinking about how many of these saints
I had previously known only through
their lives, their feast days, and the
prayers of the Church. Others were new
to me, and yet standing before their
relics made their lives feel remarkably
close.

There is something very humbling
about standing before the relics of a
saint whose life of prayer and love for
God is a beacon for each of us to strive to
emulate. Having the opportunity to
stand in these places and venerate their
relics made the lives of these holy people
feel much more immediate. We were no
longer simply reading
about them or hearing
their words; we were
standing in places where
they had lived, prayed, and
struggled. It was beautiful
to connect with each of
these holy people in such a
physical and personal way.

We bow, we Kkiss the
icons, we venerate the
relics, and we pray—
actions that are familiar to
us. But on pilgrimage,
those actions seemed to
slow down. They became
opportunities to simply be present, to

remember those who have gone before
us, and to give thanks.
From Thessaloniki, our pilgrimage

eventually brought us to Constantinople.
If Thessaloniki had allowed us to see the
ancient history of Orthodoxy woven into
the churches, monasteries, and relics of
the city, Constantinople brought us face-
to-face with both the complexity of that
history and the continuing life of the
Church today.

Our visit to the Phanar took place over
two days and was, for many of us, the
high point of the pilgrimage. It was an
experience filled with emotions that
were difficult to reconcile all at once:
overwhelming joy at participating in the
Divine Liturgy and receiving Holy
Communion on  ground  where
generations of Orthodox Christians had
worshipped before us; a sense of
unworthiness at finding ourselves

among such company; and profound
gratitude for the continued presence of
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Orthodoxy in a place where the Church
has endured so much.

There was something particularly
beautiful about being there during
Paschaltide. In the midst of the ancient
walls of the Patriarchal Cathedral of
St George, we heard the joyful procla-
mation of the Resurrection: “Christ is
Risen!” — “Xpucroc Bockpec!” —
“Xpiotog Avéatm!” In English, Ukrainian,
and Greek, the same proclamation rang
out—the same Gospel that has been
proclaimed by Christians across
generations and across nations. To
receive Holy Communion there, in the
very heart of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, made the continuity of our
faith feel remarkably tangible.

There were also moments that felt
almost surreal. Meeting His All-Holiness
Patriarch

Bartholomew and being received by
him with such genuine joy and warmth
was certainly one of them. We were also
given the opportunity to reconnect with
Archimandrite Iakovas, a dear friend to
many of us, which made our welcome to
the Phanar feel all the more personal.

His All-Holiness expressed this
welcome beautifully when he said, “With
paternal joy, we welcome you today to
the Venerable Centre of Orthodoxy at
the Phanar. We receive you not as
visitors from afar, but as children
returning to the house of their Mother
Church. Your presence here is a
homecoming.”

Those words captured something that
[ had struggled to put into words myself.

Despite  having never been to
Constantinople before, there was
something about being there that felt
strangely familiar. In a place that was, in
so many ways, foreign to me, there was
an unexpected sense of home.

Perhaps that is one of the gifts of being
Orthodox. We may travel thousands of
kilometres from our own parish and find
ourselves in a place we have never seen
before, surrounded by people and a
language that are unfamiliar to us, yet
when the Divine Liturgy begins, the
hymns are sung, the Gospel is
proclaimed, and we hear once again,
“Christ is Risen,” something is
immediately recognizable. We are home.

We returned home, of course, to our
own churches, our own services, and our
ordinary routines. But I think one of the
gifts of pilgrimage is that you do not
quite return as the same person who
left. You bring something home with
you—a memory, a prayer, an image, a
hymn, or perhaps simply a renewed
awareness that the saints whom we
commemorate in our services were real
people who lived lives of faithfulness in
real places.

For me, the pilgrimage was a beautiful
reminder that the history of the Church
is not distant or forgotten. The saints
whom we commemorate, the places
where they lived and prayed, and the
faith that was handed down through

generations are not simply things we
read about or remember in our services.
They are part of a living story in which
we, too, have a place. I may have thought
I knew these saints, these places, and
this history before I left, but I returned
with a different kind of knowing—one
shaped by standing where they stood,
praying where they prayed, and
worshipping alongside fellow Orthodox
Christians from across Canada. I am
grateful to have been given the
opportunity to see a little more clearly
the faith that has been entrusted to us,
and to return home with a renewed
desire to live it.

Glory to God for all things!

Reflection on the Pilgrimage of
the UOCC to Greece and
Constantinople
Fr. Deacon Ivan Savyak

By the grace of God and with the
blessing of His Eminence Archbishop
Ilarion, Metropolitan of Canada, I was
blessed to take part in the pilgrimage of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Canada to Greece and Constantinople,
from May 3 to May 12, 2026.

For me, this was far more than a trip to
see historic places. It was a chance to
walk in the footsteps of the saints, to
pray where generations of Orthodox
Christians have worshipped, and to
venerate the relics of those who gave
their lives for Christ.

Every Orthodox Christian living in the
West — where, unlike so many of our
brothers and sisters throughout history,
we have generally been free to practice
our faith — should have the chance to
visit the places where our ancestors in
the faith lived, preached, and suffered
for Christ. Living in Canada, it's easy to
feel removed from the ancient centers of
Christianity: ~ our  churches are
thousands of kilometers from where the
Apostles preached, where saints lived
and died, where councils gathered. This
pilgrimage let me experience some of
those places for myself.

Beginning the Journey: May 3-4
I set out from Saskatoon on Sunday,
May 3. Unlike most of the other pilgrims,

I didn't travel with the group from the
start — 1 flew Saskatoon to Calgary,
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Calgary to Paris, and finally Paris to
Thessaloniki. Making my way alone
through several airports and countries
turned the start of the pilgrimage into a
journey in its own right, and I felt real
anticipation as I got closer to
Thessaloniki, knowing I'd
soon join clergy and faithful
from across Canada gathered
for the same purpose.
I arrived on Monday, May 4,
and that evening we gathered
for a welcome dinner — our
first chance to meet as a
group, share a meal, and
begin our fellowship. We'd
come from different parts of
Canada and different
parishes, but we were united
by our common faith. From
that moment, I knew this
would be more than simply a
trip.
Thessaloniki: May 5

Our first full day began at the
Monastery of Vlatadon, a place tied
closely to the spiritual formation of His
Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion. Being
somewhere that had shaped our own
Metropolitan gave me a deeper sense of
the connection between these places
and the life of our Church back home.

From there we traveled to Souroti, to
the Monastery of Saint John the
Theologian and the grave of Saint
Paisios the Athonite — one of the most
recently canonized and most beloved
saints of our time, whose grave draws
hundreds of thousands of pilgrims each

year. It is one thing to read about a saint;
itis another to stand where people from
around the world come to ask for his
prayers. | was deeply grateful to be one
of them. We also venerated the relics of

Saint Arsenios of Cappadocia, preserved
in the monastery church.

Back in Thessaloniki, we visited
several of the city's ancient churches. At
the Church of Saint Demetrios, where
the relics of the Great Martyr are kept, |
felt one of the most powerful moments
of the whole pilgrimage — Saint
Demetrios was no longer simply a figure
I'd read about; his relics were physically
before me. We also visited the Church of
Saint Gregory Palamas, home to his
relics, along with the Hagia Sophia of
Thessaloniki and other historic
churches. Coming from Canada, where
we're rarely able to venerate relics in
such abundance, I kept feeling a quiet
sense of unworthiness.

What struck me most was the
continuity on display in the architecture
and iconography — frescoes from
different centuries existing together in
remarkable harmony, the ancient icons
proclaiming the same faith the Church
proclaims today. It made the history of
Orthodoxy feel alive rather than distant.
Our evenings were spent in fellowship
over meals, talking through what we'd
seen — conversations that became an
important part of the pilgrimage in
themselves.

Mount Athos: May 6

We traveled to Ouranoupolis and
boarded a boat to cruise the coast of

Mount Athos, the Holy Mountain, a place
of prayer and monastic struggle for over
a thousand years. Along the coast we
saw several monasteries — Dochiariou,
Saint Panteleimon, Simonos Petras, and
others — some rising straight
from the mountainside, others
perched like ancient fortresses
over the sea. Having only ever
seen Athos in photographs and
documentaries, seeing it with my
own eyes was unforgettable.

Looking at those monasteries
from the sea, I kept coming back
to a simpler question: how did
they actually get up there? Some
cling to cliff faces so steep that a
modern construction crew, with
all our cranes and equipment,
would think twice about the job.
The monks who built them had
rope, stone, and their own hands.
There's no tidy engineering
explanation for it — and I've come to
think that's the point. Some things get
built because faith carries a project past
what skill and tools alone could manage.
There was also a certain longing — we
could see the monasteries from the
water, but couldn't set foot on the
Mountain itself. A reminder, I think, that
some dreams require patience. Even
from a distance, there was something
moving about a place where Orthodox
monastic prayer has continued

unbroken for more than a millennium.

Meteora: May 7

The rock formations at Meteora were
almost impossible to take in. We visited
the Monastery of Saint Stephen and the
Monastery of Varlaam, and standing
among them, looking out over the
landscape below, was one of the most
beautiful moments of the pilgrimage.

Here too I found myself thinking as
much about engineering as about faith.
These monasteries sit on top of towering
rock pillars, with sheer drops on every
side, and were built at a time when there
were no cranes, no roads up, not even
proper tools to haul stone to that height.
For centuries the only way up was by
climbing removable ladders or being
hauled up in a net. Looking at what
stands there now, it is genuinely hard to
explain, in purely technical terms, how
any of it was accomplished. To me that is
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Participants' Reflections on the Pilgrimage

exactly the point — it speaks to
something beyond human capability
alone, a help from above that made the
impossible possible.

What struck me most was the
simplicity. Coming from Ukraine, I'm
used to Orthodox monasteries rich with
gold and elaborate ornamentation —
Meteora's beauty was different, found in
austerity and in the harmony between
the buildings and the landscape they
seemed to rise out of. There were
moments the scenery left words feeling
inadequate.

At the same time, the number of
secular tourists — from North America,
Asia, Western Europe, everywhere —
was striking, a reminder that places we
hold sacred are, for many, simply
historical monuments. Yet despite the
crowds, the spiritual character of
Meteora remained unmistakable, and I
found myself thinking about the men
and women who withdrew from the
world to seek Christ in these difficult,
isolated places.

From Greece to Constantinople:
May 8

After some free time in Thessaloniki,
we departed for Constantinople —
modern-day Istanbul. Leaving Greece
brought a real shift in atmosphere. In
Thessaloniki, Orthodoxy was visible
everywhere — churches, monasteries,
relics, worship woven into daily life.
Constantinople was different: once the
heart of Orthodox Christianity and the
Byzantine world, now home to a very
small Orthodox population. That reality

gave the second half of the pilgrimage a
very different character.
Hagia Sophia: May 9

Standing before Hagia Sophia was
hard to put into words. The architectural
achievement alone is extraordinary —
built under Emperor Justinian in the
sixth century, its massive dome and
scale are still astonishing more than a
thousand years later. Standing beneath
the dome, I kept thinking about how it
was actually raised. No steel frame, no

modern surveying, no machinery
capable of lifting and
holding something

that size in place —
just  sixth-century
tools and an
enormous amount of
trust. By any
ordinary engineering
logic, a dome that
size shouldn't have
stood for fifteen
centuries. I've come
to see that as part of
what the building
says: it wasn't reason
and materials alone
that got it built. But
for an Orthodox
Christian, Hagia Sophia means far more
than architecture: it was once the great
cathedral of Constantinople, and I
couldn't help but think of the
generations who prayed there and the
Divine Liturgies once celebrated within
those walls.

There was beauty, but also sadness.
Orthodox Christians can no longer freely
celebrate the Divine Liturgy there, and
the  restrictions around  public
expressions of Christianity were hard
not to notice — we were closely
observed as a religious group, so we
would not proclaim our faith in any act
in public space. It was small, but it made
me think hard about the reality faced by
the Orthodox faithful still living in
Constantinople — and it deepened my
appreciation for the freedom we have in
Canada to openly wear our vestments,
cross ourselves, and worship without
fear.

We also visited the Church of Saint
Irene and the historic cisterns of
Constantinople.

The Divine Liturgy at the Phanar:
May 10

We attended the Patriarchal Divine
Liturgy at the Cathedral of Saint George
in the Phanar, presided over by His All-
Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew with the hierarchs and
clergy of the Patriarchal Court. The
Byzantine chant and the solemnity of
the service were deeply moving, but the
greatest blessing for me was receiving
the Holy Mysteries — standing in the
Holy Altar and receiving the Eucharist at
the same Table where generations of
saints, patriarchs, clergy, and faithful
had offered the same sacrifice. I felt
profoundly unworthy and incredibly
blessed at once — one of those moments
when a person realizes he is standing
somewhere he never could have
imagined standing.

An Audience with His All-Holiness:
May 11

We were blessed with an audience
with the Ecumenical Patriarch at the
Patriarchate. He greeted us with the
Paschal greeting, "Christ is Risen!", and
spoke with fatherly warmth about his
joy at receiving pilgrims from the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
— particularly pleased to see young
adults among us, and encouraging about
the Church's future. He assured us of his
prayers for our Church, for the suffering
people of Ukraine, for an end to the war,
and for peace and the restoration of

10
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Participants' Reflections on the Pilgrimage

human dignity. On behalf of all the
pilgrims, His Eminence Metropolitan
Ilarion offered our fraternal greetings
and gratitude in return. Standing before
the Ecumenical Patriarch and receiving
his blessing was one of the greatest gifts
of the whole pilgrimage.

Afterward we toured the Patriarchate
and the Cathedral of Saint George, then
visited the Church of Saint Mary of
Blachernae — one of the most sacred

sites in  Constantinople, where,
according to Church tradition, Saint
Andrew the Fool-for-Christ witnessed
the Theotokos appear in prayer and
intercession during an all-night vigil as
the city lay under siege. Standing in that
holy place, the pilgrims together sang
the kontakion of the Akathist Hymn: "To

You, the champion leader..." The church
also holds a miraculous spring
dedicated to the Mother of God, and we
were blessed to drink from it and to take
some water home with us.

Returning Home: May 12

In the early morning hours of Tuesday,
May 12, we began our journey home.

Looking back, I realize this pilgrimage
was a journey into the living history of
our faith. I walked where Saint
Demetrios gave his life for Christ and
venerated his relics and those of Saint
Gregory Palamas. [ prayed at the grave of
Saint Paisios, saw the monasteries of
Mount Athos rise above the sea, and

stood among the
monasteries of
Meteora. 1  stood
beneath the dome of
Hagia Sophia and felt
both the magnificence
of what Orthodoxy
once possessed and
the sadness of what
has been lost. I
received the Holy
Mysteries in  the
Patriarchal Cathedral
of Saint George, and by
the grace of God, I
stood  before the
Ecumenical Patriarch
and received his blessing.

But perhaps the greatest blessing was
the pilgrimage itself — leaving home in
Saskatoon and, by the end, standing
together with brothers and sisters in
Christ in the ancient centers of our faith.
Throughout the journey 1 became
increasingly aware that I wasn't simply

visiting historical sites — I
was encountering the living
inheritance of the Church.
The saints became more real.
The history became tangible.
The sacrifices of those who
came before became easier
to understand. And 1 was
reminded that I am not an
isolated Christian trying to
preserve my faith in the
modern world, but part of a
Church that has endured for
two thousand years —
through persecution, war,
and the rise and fall of
empires — and still proclaims the same
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

This pilgrimage strengthened my faith
and deepened my sense of the spiritual
inheritance entrusted to us. It reminded
me that Orthodoxy is not a collection of

traditions or beautiful old buildings, but
a living faith handed down from the
Apostles through the saints, martyrs,
hierarchs, monastics, clergy, and faithful
of every generation.

This was truly a once-in-a-lifetime
experience, and I believe its spiritual
significance will only deepen with time.

I give thanks to Almighty God for the
opportunity to make this pilgrimage. I
offer my sincere gratitude to His
Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion, our
spiritual father, for his blessing,
leadership, and care throughout the
journey, and to all the clergy, organizers,
guides, and pilgrims who helped make it
possible.

May God preserve His All-Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, His
Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion, and all
the clergy and faithful of the Orthodox
Church. May the saints whose relics we
venerated intercede for us. And may the
spiritual fruits of this pilgrimage remain
in our hearts, and bear fruit in our lives,
our families, our parishes, and our
Church.

Glory to God for All Things!
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Glory Forever!
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Pentecost: Metropolitan llarion Ordains a Deacon to the Holy Priesthood

His Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion celebrated Holy Pentecost at the Holy Trinity
Ukrainian Orthodox Metropolitan Cathedral in Winnipeg. MB on Sunday, May 31,
2026. He was assisted by the clergy of Winnipeg deanery:.

During the Divine Liturgy, Deacon Thomas
Chaput was Ordained to the Holy Priesthood

by His Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion.

Axios! Axios! Axios! MHozas JIima!

75th Jubilee:
Metropolitan llarion
Visits Metropolitan
Emeritus Yurij

On June 5, 2026, His Eminence
Metropolitan Ilarion, Primate of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Canada, together with members
of the clergy, visited Metropolitan
Emeritus Yurij on the occasion of
his 75th birthday.

During the visit, words of
congratulations were offered,
prayers were said, and Mnohaya
Lita was sung in honour of
Metropolitan Emeritus Yurij.

Metropolitan Ilarion expressed
his gratitude to Metropolitan
Emeritus Yurij for his devoted
service to the Church and wished
him good health, spiritual
strength, and many blessed years.

12
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Metropolitan llarion Carried Out a Visit to the
Graves of the Departed Hierarchs and Clergy
Buried in Winnipeg

On June 6, 2026, His Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion, of Winnipeg
and the Central Eparchy, Metropolitan of the UOCC, visited the
graves of the departed Hierarchs, clergy and dobrodiky that lie
asleep in the Lord and are buried at Glen Eden Cemetery in
Winnipeg, MB.

A memorial service for the repose of all the
departed was served before the monument of
the ever-memorable Metropolitan Ilarion
(Ohienko).

His Eminence was assisted by the clergy of the
Winnipeg area.

Metropolitan llarion Served the Divine Liturgy
at the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of All Saints
in Winnipeg, MB

On June 7, 2026, the Sunday of All
Saints, His Eminence Metropolitan
[larion served the Divine Liturgy at the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of All
Saints in Winnipeg, Manitoba, on the
occasion of the parish’s Feast Day
(Khram). He was assisted by the clergy
of the Winnipeg Deanery

Len Matiowsky receiving the
Metropolitan’s Certificate.
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Statement of the Episcopate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada on the Damage
Done to the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra as a Result of Russian Bombardments

“Do not be deceived: God is not mocked” (Gal. 6:7).

These words of the Holy Apostle Paul
resonate especially deeply in our
hearts today when we learn about the
damage to the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra —
one of the most ancient and most
revered shrines of the Ukrainian
people and the entire Orthodox
Christian world, which it suffered
during the recent Russian attack.

For almost a millennium, the Kyiv-

Pechersk Lavra has been and remains

a place where generation after

generation grows in holiness, forming

the Kyivan spiritual tradition, which in

turn grew in the bosom of the

Ecumenical Patriarchate and became a

source of inspiration for many

generations of Orthodox Christians.

This is a place not only of prayer and

spiritual feat, but also of the

blossoming of talents and gifts with

which the Lord endowed His faithful.

In its tradition chroniclers, icon

painters, doctors, theologians,

preachers, and missionaries

flourished, who, with their gifts

sanctified by the grace of the Holy

Spirit, served the Church and the

people. The Kyiv-Pechersk fathers carried the light of Christ's love to all corners of the Kyiv Metropolis, including

those lands from which rockets fly to this shrine today. The Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra is not only the spiritual heritage of

Ukrainian Orthodoxy, but also a priceless inheritance of all humanity. Its architectural ensemble, included in the

UNESCO World Heritage List, testifies to the greatness of Christian culture, which was formed on the banks of the
Dnipro River for centuries.

We express our prayerful support to the Holy Archimandrite of the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra, His Beatitude Metropolitan
Epiphanius of Kyiv and All Ukraine, the Vicegerent (abbot) of the monastery, the brethren of the monastery, and all
who today live out the vow of obedience and carry out the service of faith in this shrine. Today, we raise our voices
together with everyone and call on Orthodox Christians of the whole world, for whom the Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra is a
spiritual cradle, a holy place, and a living testimony of God's presence, to intensify our prayer for its preservation and
for peace in Ukraine. We pray that the Lord will strengthen all who are currently under the threat of war, protect
them from its dangers, grant courage in trials, and preserve them in His love and peace. May the All-Merciful Lord
preserve this shrine for future generations, heal the wounds inflicted by war, and help restore everything damaged
by human hatred. May a just peace, truth, and love reign as soon as possible through the prayers of the venerable
fathers of Kyiv-Pechersk.

With prayer and brotherly sympathy,

T Ilarion,
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada
T Andriy,
Bishop of Toronto and the Eastern Eparchy
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3aaBa Enuckonarty YKpaiHcbKoi MMpaBocnaBHoi Liepkeu B KaHaai 3 MpuBoay MowKogXeHHA
KueBo-lMeuepcbKoi JlaBpu BHacnigok Pocivicbknx Obc¢Tpinis

«He obMmantoiitecs: bor 3HeBaxkeHnM He OyBaey» (['am. 6:7).

IIi cnoBa cBATOro amoctosia IlaBaa CbOTOAHI
0COGJIMBO TJIMGOKO BiATYKYIOTbCS B HAIIMX CepLsX,
KOJIU MU [Ii3HAaEMOCS MNpO NowmKomxeHHda Kuepo-
[Teyepcbkoi JIaBpu mij yac 4eproBoi pocikcbKoi aTaku
— OJIHI€] 3 HANWJaBHIIIMX i HAMIIAHOBAHIIIUX CBITUHDb
YKpPalHCbKOI0 HapoJy Ta BCbOr0 MPaBOCJaBHOIO
CBITY.

Bropogosx Maixke Tucsa4yosiTTa Kuepo-Ileuepcbka
JlaBpa 6y/1a i 3a/UIIAa€ThCS MicCleM, /ie TIOKOJIiHHS 3a
MOKOJIIHHSAM 3pOCTAalTh y CBATOCTI, ¢(opmyoyu
KUIBCbKY AYXOBHY TpaJMlilo, 10 BUPOCJA B JIOHI
BceneHncekoro IlaTpiapxaTy Ta cTajsa [HKepeioMm
HaTXHEHHS [IJi1 6araThbOX MOKOJiHb MPaBOCJaBHUX
XPUCTHUSH.

Lle Mmicue He JilIe MOJIUTBU Ta AYXOBHOTO NOJBUTY,
ajle ¥ pO3KBITYy TasaHTIB i AapiB, sskumu [ocnozab
o6mapoByBaB CBOiX BipHHUX. ¥ i1 Tpaguiil po3KBiTaIn
JITONMCILL], IKOHOMMUCLL, JiiKapi, OOr'0CJIOBHY,
NPOMNOBIJHUKKA Ta MiCiOHepH, AKi CBOIMM JapaMH,
ocBsYeHUMH 6GJiarogaTTio CBaToro /lyxa, CayxKuad
LepkBi Ta HapogoBi. Kueso-Ileuepchki oTui Hecau
cBiT/10 XpHucTOBOI Jt060BI 10 BCiX KyTOouKiB KUiBCchKOi
MUTpPOMNOJIil, BKJIOYAYU U Ti 3eMJIi, 3BiIKHM CbOrO/Hi
Ha II}0 CBATHHIO IPUJIITAIOTh PAKETH.

KueBo-Ileuepcbka JlaBpa € He sulle AYXOBHORO

CHaJIIMHOI yKpPAalHChKOTO TMpaBoCjiaB’s, aje U

6e3liHHUM  HaAbGaHHAM  yCbOrO  JIOACTBA. i

apxiTeKTypHUH aHcaMbJib, BKJOYeHUH 70 CHHCKY

BcecBiTHBOI crammuuu IOHECKO, cBimuuTh mpo BesIMY XpUCTUSAHCBKOI KYJIbTYPH, sika GpopMyBasiacsa Ha Geperax
JlHinpa npoTArom CTOJIIThb.

Buca0B/IIOEMO Hally MOJIMTOBHY MiITPUMKY CBsllleHHOapxiMaHApuTy KueBo-Ileuepcbkoi JlaBpy, biakeHHilmoMy
MuTtponosiuty KuiBcbkomy i Bciei Ykpainu Enidaniro, HamicHUKy o6uTeJti, 6paTii MOHACTHUPSA Ta BCiM, XTO CbOTO/HI
Hece MOCAYX i CIY>KiHHSA B L[id CBATHHI.

CborofHi MY MiJHOCUMO CBIiH roJIOC pa3oM 3 yciMa Ta 3aKJMUKAEMO MPABOCAABHUX XPUCTUSH YCbOTO CBITY, AJid
sakux Kuepo-Iledepcbka JlaBpa € AYXOBHOI KOJIMCKOIO, CBATUHEIO Ta >XUBUM CBifueHHAM boxoi npucyTHOCTI, 0
MOCHUJIEHOI MOJIUTRBH 3a ii 306epeXkeHHs Ta 3a MUP B YKpaiHi.

Mounimocs, mo6 locnofb ykpinuB ycix, XTO HUHI NepebGyBae MiJ 3arpo30 BiMHM, 3aXUCTUB iX Bifi Hebe3MeK,
JlapyBaB MYKHICTb y BUIPOOYBaHHSX i 36epir ix y CBoil Jito60Bi Ta MUP.

Hexait BcemunoctuBuii locnoab 36epexxe 1110 CBATHUHIO JIJisi MallOYTHIX MOKOJIiHb, 31[IJINTh PpaHH, 3aBJjaHi BiHOIO,
Ta JI0NOMO>Ke BiZIHOBUTH BCe MOLIKO/KEHeE JI0AChKOI HEHABUCTIO. Hexal MosinTBaMu npenojo6Hux oTLiB Kneso-
[leyepcbKuX IKHAWMIBU/ILIE 3ANIAHYIOTh CIPaBeAJIMBUNA MUD, NTpaB/a i 11060B.

3 MOJIMTBOIO Ta OPATHIM CIIBYYTTAM,
T Lnapion,
MuTtponosut Ykpaincekol [IpaBociaBHoi LlepkBu B Kanagi

T Angpin,
€nuckon TopoHTo i CxigHOI enapxii€nuckon TopoHTo i CxigHOI enapxii
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Canadian Conference of
Orthodox Bishops of Canada
in Toronto

On June 17, 2026, His Eminence
Metropolitan Ilarion and His Grace
Bishop Andriy attended the meeting of
the Canadian Conference of Orthodox
Bishops meeting, in Toronto, ON.

The meeting was an opportunity for the
Orthodox Bishops with parishes in
Canada to meet, face to face, and discuss
administrative matters as well as share
the challenges and opportunities of their
respective jurisdictions.

The meeting was hosted by His Eminence

Archbishop Soterios of the Greek

Orthodox Archdiocese of Canada.

Gathered at the meeting were also: His

Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel of the

Romanian Orthodox Episcopate (OCA),
His Grace Bishop loan Cassian of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in America and Canada (Patriarchate of Romania), His
Grace Bishop Clement, Auxiliary Bishop of the Bulgarian Orthodox Diocese of the USA, Canada and Australia.The meeting was
hosted by His Eminence Archbishop Soterios of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Canada. Gathered at the meeting were also:
His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate (OCA), His Grace Bishop loan Cassian of the Romanian
Orthodox Archdiocese in America and Canada (Patriarchate of Romania), His Grace Bishop Clement, Auxiliary Bishop of the
Bulgarian Orthodox Diocese of the USA, Canada and Australia.

Metropolitan llarion Attended the Annual Meeting
of the Orthodox and Catholic Bishops Dialogue in Canada

On June 18 and 19, 2026, His Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion attended the Annual Meeting of the Orthodox and Catholic Bishops
Dialogue in Canada. The meeting took place at St. Augustine Roman Catholic Seminary in Toronto ON. The discussions of the
meeting this year centred around Human Dignity and the challenges of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in our society.
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Metropolitan llarion Served the Divine Liturgy at the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of

St. Michael in Edmonton, AB

On June 14, 2026, the Sunday of All Saints of Rus’ Ukraine, His
Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion celebrated the Divine Liturgy at
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of St. Michael in Edmonton, AB.
He was assisted by Protopresbyter Fr.Victor Lakusta and
Protodeacon Fr. Anton Lakusta.

Metropolitan llarion
Celebrated the Divine
Liturgy at the
Ukrainian Orthodox
Cathedral of St. John
the Baptist in
Edmonton

On June 28, 2026, the fourth
Sunday after Pentecost, His
Eminence Metropolitan
Ilarion celebrated the Divine
Liturgy at the Ukrainian
Orthodox Cathedral of St. John
the Baptist in Edmonton, AB.
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Canada Day Message from the Episcopate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

“Whereas Canada is founded upon principles that recognize the supremacy of God and the rule of law...".
Constitution Act, 1982, Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Preamble.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On Canada Day, we turn our hearts to God with gratitude for the blessings He so generously bestows upon our
country and its people.

For many generations of the faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Canada has been not only a place of
residence but a true home. It was here that our grandparents and great-grandparents built new lives and worked for
the good of their communities and of this country. Their descendants have made, and continue to make, significant
contributions to the development of
Canada at every level - as farmers and
labourers, builders and entrepreneurs,
teachers and scholars, physicians and
healthcare professionals, members of
the Canadian Armed Forces, community
leaders, judges, parliamentarians,
senators, and spiritual leaders of the
Church. Each, in his or her own way, has
helped and continues to help build a
strong, free, and prosperous Canada.

Previous generations left a lasting
mark on the development of this great
country while preserving their faith,
traditions, and spiritual heritage.
Among them was the great Metropolitan
[larion  (Ohienko), whose  75th
anniversary of enthronement we
commemorate  this year  Their
descendants continue to preserve and
strengthen this legacy as an integral
part of Canada’s multicultural mosaic,
serving society at every level and in
every sphere of Canadian life.
Today, we proudly acknowledge that
we are an integral part of Canadian
society. As Orthodox Christians, we are grateful for the freedom to worship openly, to build churches, to nurture our
youth in the faith, and to pass on our spiritual and cultural traditions to future generations. These blessings also place
upon us a responsibility — to be good citizens, to support one another, and to serve society with love and respect.
On this festive day, let us pray for Canada and for the peace and prosperity of our country. Let us ask the Lord to
bless all those who labour for the common good and to grant strength and wisdom to the leaders of our Canada.
May the Lord bless Canada, our Church, our families, and all communities that, through their work, faith, and love,
contribute to the common good of our country.

Happy Canada Day!

T+ Ilarion, Metropolitan
Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

T Andriy,
Bishop of Toronto and the Eastern Eparchy
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Metropolitan llarion Celebrated
the Divine Liturgy at the Holy
Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church
in Lethbridge, AB

On July 5, 2026, the fifth Sunday after Pentecost,
His Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion celebrated
the Divine Liturgy at the Holy Trinity Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in Lethbridge. AB. He was
assisted by Rt. Rev. Protopresbyter of the
Ecumenical Throne Fr. Taras Krochak, Very Rev.
Fr. Vasyl Hnativ, Rev. Fr. Nazarii Kobylniak, Rev.
Fr. Oleh Romanyna.

Metropolitan llarion Celebrated the Divine
Liturgy at St. Anthony’s Ukrainian Orthodox
Sobor in Edmonton

On July 12, 2026, the sixth Sunday after Pentecost, His Eminence

Metropolitan Ilarion celebrated the Divine Liturgy at St. Anthony of
the Kyivan Caves Ukrainian Orthodox Sobor in Edmonton. AB.

During the Divine Liturgy, His Eminence Elevated St. Anthony’s to
the dignity of Sobor. His Eminence was assisted by clergy of the Edmonton Deanery.
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Axios! Axios! Axios! MHozas Jlima!

New Priest: Metropolitan llarion Ordained a Deacon to the Holy Priesthood in Regina, SK

On July 18, 2026, His Eminence Metropolitan Ilarion, Primate of the UOCC, ordained Deacon Mark Dumanski to the Holy
Priesthood at the Ukrainian Orthodox Sobor of the Descent of the Holy Spirit in Regina, SK. He was assisted by the clergy of the

Central and Western Eparchy.

New Deacon: Metropolitan llarion Ordained a New Deacon in Saskatoon, SK

of the Church, Ivan Savyak was entrusted with the ministry of the Diaconate
and called to serve Christ and His Holy Church with humility, faithfulness,
and love.

Assisting His Eminence in the Divine Liturgy were the Chancellor of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, Mitred Archpriest Cornell Zubritsky,
Right Reverend Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical Throne Taras Krochak,
Mitred Archpriest Bohdan Demczuk, Mitred Archpriest Taras MakowsKy;,
Archpriest Victor Lomaszkiewicz, Archpriest Michael Lomaszkiewicz,
Archpriest Patrick Powalinsky, Archpriest Yuri Obukh, Priest Vasyl Maskal,
Priest Oleh Romanyna, Deacon Yakiv Mielnik and Deacon Ivan Savyak.

The newly ordained Deacon Ivan was joined by family, friends, clergy, and
faithful who gathered to witness and celebrate this important moment in
his life and in the life of the Church.

May our Lord Jesus Christ, through the prayers of His Most Holy Mother
and all the Saints, grant His servant Deacon Ivan many blessed years of
faithful and fruitful service to Christ and His Holy Church!

On Saturday, August 8, 2026, the 10th Saturday
after Pentecost, His Eminence Metropolitan
Ilarion celebrated the Divine Liturgy at the
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral of the Holy
Trinity in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, surrounded
by clergy from the Central, Western, and Eastern
Eparchies of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Canada.

During the Divine Liturgy, His Eminence
ordained Ivan Savyak to the Holy Diaconate.

The ordination was a joyful occasion for the
clergy and faithful gathered at the Ukrainian
Orthodox Cathedral as the Church welcomed a
new Deacon into the ranks of the Holy Orders.
Through the laying on of hands and the prayer
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UOCC Summer Camps — A Place of Prayer, Spiritual Formation, and Fellowship

Camp Kolomayka 2026: 20 Years of Faith, Friendship and Ukrainian Spirit (BC)

“Ile Ha cBiTi g1 He 6yay, KosmoMuiiky He 3a6yay.”
Wherever in the world I may be, I will never
forget Kolomayka.

August 2026 marked a very special milestone
for Camp Kolomayka—20 years of bringing
Ukrainian Orthodox children and youth together
in faith, culture, friendship and fun.

This year’s camp was a celebration of both the
past and the future. Many of our long-time
campers have now graduated and moved on to
new chapters in their lives, while a large number

of new campers joined us for the first time. Campers came from St. Mary’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Surrey and Holy
Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Vancouver, bringing together young people from across our Ukrainian Orthodox

community.

While the faces may change from year to year, the spirit of Kolomayka remains the same.
For 20 years, camp has been a place where children can pray together, learn about their faith and heritage, dance, sing, play,
make lifelong friendships and simply enjoy being part of a Ukrainian community. This year was no exception.

Bibles for teens and other materials to support the
priests’ educational programs.

Celebrating Ukrainian Culture

Ukrainian culture was woven throughout every
part of camp. This year, there was a special emphasis
on Ukrainian dance, with campers learning
Kolomayka steps, Hopak, Transcarpathian and
Bucko dances.

Both boys and girls worked together to prepare a

Faith at the Heart of Camp

As always, faith was at the centre of daily life at Kolomayka. Under the
guidance of Fr. Roman Tsaplan and Fr. Mykhaylo Pozdyk, campers
explored their Orthodox faith through interactive discussions, lessons,
music and prayer.

This year’s programming included the Fruits of the Spirit, the Ten
Commandments, the Parable of the Good Samaritan and the
meaning of the Holy Trinity. Campers also discussed important
questions about God's presence in our lives, what it means that Jesus died
for us, and how we can show love for God and for others.

Conversations about kindness, compassion, purity of heart and
Christian values helped campers connect their faith to their everyday
lives.

Each day began and ended with prayer, creating a meaningful rhythm of
gratitude and reflection. A particularly joyful part of the religious
program was singing together with Fr. Pozdyk, bringing campers and
counsellors together through music.

Thanks to a generous UKrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
Foundation grant, the camp was also able to purchase religious books,

dance performance, building confidence and teamwork along the way. One of the most memorable moments came at the evening
Zabava, when campers enthusiastically took to the dance floor and discovered that polka dancing to Ukrainian music could be
just as exciting—if not more exciting—than the latest pop songs!
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Creative workshops gave campers another opportunity to connect with their heritage. With support from grants from the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
Foundation and the SUS Foundation of
Canada, campers participated in Hutsul icon
painting on glass with Tetyana Znak, created
“Birds of Freedom” with Oksana Kendzerska,
and made traditional vinok pins with Mariia
Panchyshyn.

Campers also enjoyed a special performance
by Salamander Drama and Puppet Theatre,
presenting a creative Ukrainian-inspired take
on the classic Little Red Riding Hood.

These activities allowed children to
experience Ukrainian culture not simply by

learning about it, but by creating, performing and celebrating it themselves.

A Summer Filled with Fun

Of course, no Kolomayka summer would be
complete without plenty of games, competition and
laughter.
The traditional Kolomayka Olympic Games
returned, along with a challenging Amazing Race
and a new Survivor-inspired team challenge. Outdoor
games, sports and team-building activities kept
campers active throughout the day.
Our evening program included Flashlight Tag,
Movie Under the Sun, Zabavas, group games and
social activities—the kinds of simple moments that
often become the memories campers carry with
them long after summer is over.
Theme days added another layer of excitement, with campers dressing up for everything from Baba and Dido Day and
UKrainian Day to Time Travel Day, Superheroes on Vacation, Western and Fashionista Day.
Thanks to generous donations from His Eminence Metropolitan
Ilarion, Camp Kolomayka was also able to purchase new soccer nets,
balls and other sporting equipment that will serve campers for many
years to come.

New Campers, New Friendships, One Community

With so many new campers this year, one of our greatest goals was to
help everyone feel that they belonged.

Through games, teamwork, shared meals, activities and
conversations, new friendships quickly formed. Campers learned to
work together, look out for one another and appreciate the different
personalities and experiences that each person brought to camp.

Bringing together children from St. Mary’s and Holy Trinity made
this year particularly meaningful. Camp Kolomayka demonstrated

once again that our Ukrainian Orthodox community is strongest when we come together.

Passing the Torch

Perhaps the most meaningful sign of Kolomayka'’s 20-year legacy is that the camp is now being led by the young people who
once attended it.

Our 2026 counsellor team was made up entirely of Camp Kolomayka alumni and former campers. Nina Cortes, Daniel
Anokhin, Danylo Kostur, Christina Tsaplan, Michael Tsaplan, Elizabeth Sushko, Ostap Lyseiko, Stefania Barabakh and Sofia Konyk
returned not as campers, but as leaders, mentors and role models for the next generation.

This is the true legacy of Camp Kolomayka: the traditions that were once given to our children are now being passed on by
them.

The camp was led by Camp Director Natalia Tsaplan and Camp Administrator Yuliya Shokalyuk, with the spiritual guidance of
Fr. Roman Tsaplan and Fr. Mykhaylo Pozdyk. Our kitchen team—Nataliia Yeremenko, Iryna Davydenko and Aleksandra Gulius—
worked tirelessly to keep our campers well fed and happy throughout the summer.
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We are also grateful to Bill Miske, our Treasurer, for his continued support and the many behind-the-scenes tasks that help
make camp possible.

Remembering Stacy

This year, Camp Kolomayka also experienced a profound loss.

We said goodbye to Stacy Alison, a long-time board member, trusted helping hand, confidant and dear friend of the camp.
Stacy was someone we could always count on and an important part of the Kolomayka family.

His kindness, support and dedication touched countless lives. Although he is no longer with us, his contribution to Camp
Kolomayka and the Ukrainian community will remain part of our story. We pray that he now rests with the Lord.

A Community Effort

A camp that has lasted 20 years
does not happen by accident. It is
built year after year by parents,
volunteers, clergy, counsellors,
donors and community
organizations who believe that our
children deserve a place where their
faith and Ukrainian identity can
flourish.

We extend our sincere gratitude to
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox
Cathedral for assisting with our

insurance needs and to St. Mary’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church for providing year-round storage for our camp supplies.

We are equally grateful to the many donors and grant organizations whose generosity allowed us to expand our religious
programming, cultural workshops and sports activities this year.

Every contribution—whether financial, through volunteer hours, food, supplies or simply a helping hand—helps keep
Kolomayka alive.

Twenty Years and Counting

Looking back on 20 years of Camp Kolomayka, the greatest measure of success is not the number of activities we have offered
or the number of children who have attended.

Itis seeing a former camper return years later as a counsellor.

It is hearing children sing Ukrainian songs together.

It is watching a child who arrived shy and uncertain leave with a group of new friends.

It is seeing Ukrainian traditions that could easily be forgotten become something young people are excited to celebrate.

And it is knowing that, for 20 years, Kolomayka has given generations of Ukrainian children a place to feel that they belong.

Camp Kolomayka 2026 was a year of renewal, growth and joyful connection. As we welcomed new campers and watched
long-time campers graduate, we were reminded that while individual chapters may end, the story of Kolomayka continues.

For 20 years, we have prayed together, danced together, laughed together and grown together. We look forward to the years
ahead with gratitude and excitement, confident that the spirit of Kolomayka will continue to inspire generations of Ukrainian
youth

Green Grove Ukrainian Orthodox Camp (SK)

The 2026 session of Green Grove Ukrainian Orthodox Camp
successfully welcomed 56 youth campers and 26 teen campers,
counselors, volunteers, and cooks, and was under the spiritual
guidance of Fr. Taras Makowsky, Fr. Peter Wasylenko, and Fr.
Patrick Powalinsky. The goal of camp is to encourage children
to explore the Ukrainian Orthodox faith and Ukrainian culture,
while facilitating friendships and community that carry these
living traditions. The camp's programming aligns with our goal
of teaching Ukrainian folk songs, dances, and celebrations. In
2026, a particular focus of camp was exploring how stories
connect us throughout space and time. We learned about
Ukrainian-Canadian history from Dr. Nadya Foty-Oneschuk,
drawing a string of connections from the first Ukrainian
immigrants in Canada to the creation and growth of Green
Grove Camp. As well, we were grateful for a workshop from the
Ukrainian Museum of Canada, led by Marta Krueger.
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At Teen Camp, thank you to guest presenters “Nadya Foty-Oneschuk, Kate Kropelnicky who did a petrykivka workshop, Robert
Rudy for a camp fire survival workshop, and Natalya
Shevchuk and Austin Normand for a dance
workshop(social dancing).” (Danika Rudy, Teen Camp
Director).

Green Grove was honoured to receive an online visit from
internationally best-selling Ukrainian-Canadian author
Marsha Skrypuch, who discussed her historical fiction
children’s novels and the importance of writing about
Ukrainian history. Skrypuch was excited to share about a
“camp in Saskatchewan for Ukrainian Orthodox children
and youth! Their teacher, Anya Shyian, let me know that
the board had provided each participant with a copy of
one of my books, so I mailed a personalized book plate for
each of them. The questions were fantastic!” (Marsha
Skrypuch, July 15, 2026).

Overall, the value of the programming, connections, and

education fosters the next generation of youth in the

Ukrainian Orthodox Church. Where children are excited

to attend church twice a day, pray before and after every

meal, attend religion classes every day, go to confession,
and participate in the Divine Liturgy. This is the program that brings children into the church in a supportive environment where
they feel excited, not pressured. This is the program that bridges a path for the next generation, that secures a future for our
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada.

From the Green Grove Board of Directors, “For over 75 years, Green Grove Ukrainian Orthodox Camp has provided meaningful
programs and activities that connect campers with nature, Ukrainian heritage, and the Orthodox faith. We are proud of this
tradition and look forward to continuing it with this year's campers. This summer will be filled with opportunities for learning,
growth, adventure, and fun. Above all, our goal is to foster a positive and supportive environment where every camper feels
welcomed, respected, and encouraged to reach their full potential.” From parents, “/ly>xe AsiKyto 3a rapHo NpoBeJeHUN vac i
Mope A06puX, To3UTUBHUX eMotiii!!! Green Grove the best camp!!!”

Tabip «Tpusy6» (Kpicran Jleiik, CK)
05-19 nunusa 2026 p. b.

JliTHi# Tab6ip «Tpu3y6» BifOyBaBCA YHIpPOAOBXK 2-X
TWXHIB 3a KiJbkoCTi: 43 auTuHa Ta 13 nepcoHay
(BuxoBaTeJiiB, yuuTENIB, KyXapiB Ta iH. BifnoBigaibHUX
oci6), a TakoX 3a y4YacTi 3-X CBSUeHHUKIB -
0. B. ®echbkiBa, 0. 10. 06yxa Ta 0. M. ®apuHu.
JiTu Masiu 3aHATTA 3 peJlirie3HaBCTBa, YKPalHCBbKOI
MoBH, ¢i3nyHOi MiArOTOBKM [0 06iy, a TaKoxX
3aiiMasIiCh ciBaMU, TAaHISIMU Ta Pi3HUMU KpadTOBUMU
BUpoGaMu micaa o6imy. OxpiM Toro, mepcoHas
OpraHi3oByBaB pi3HOMaHITHI TeMaTU4Hi JHI Y4 Be4YOopH
(nampukaan, /leHb HociHHA ByciB, llloy TasaHTiB,
YkpalHCbKe BeCil/isl TOI0) YHIPOJOBX yCbOr'o Hepioay.
Takox JiTH MaJjJid MOXJWBICTh IJIaBaTU Ta 3aliMaTHCh
pPi3HMMHU BOJHUMH irpaMu Ha o3epi. O60B’I3KOBUMHU 10
BUKOHAHHS OY/IM PAHKOBI Ta BeyipHi MOJIMTBY, a TAaKOXK
CIiB TiMHIB — KaHaJCbKOI'0 3paHKY i YKpaiHCbKOTO Mic/is
BeYipHiX MOJIUTOB.
Jlo 060B’sI3KiB CBSIEHHUKIB, OKpiM MNpOBeJeHHS
3aHATb 3 peJlirie3HaBCTBa, BXOAMJIM LOJEeHHI paHKOBI Ta BeyipHi MOJIMTBHY, MiZFOTOBKA Ta MPOBeJleHHS CHOBiJi AiTed Ta
nepcoHasny (3a 6akaHHsAM), a Takox ypouucra Ciayxkb6a Boxxa Ha 3aBepuieHHs1 Ta6opy. [lepmuit TwxJeHb y Tabopi BigOyB
0. B. ®echbkiB, apyruii - o. 10. 006yx, a 0. M. ®apuna 3BepmuB boxxecTBeHHY JIiTyprito.
PanimHi Ta BeuipHi MmosinTBY, TaiHcTBO CnioBiai Ta CBsaTa JliTypris, a TakoX YacTHHA 3aHSATb 3 peJlirie3HaBCTBA BiJj0yBaTUCh
y BiJTHOBJIEHi} MpaBoC/IaBHiH I[epKBi Ha TepuTOpii TabOPY.
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Jpyrui TUKJeHb 3aHATh 3 peJlirie3aHaBCTBa NPOBOJUB
o. Opiit 06yx 3a momoMoroto Ao6poAidKY JIFoAMUIIH, 10

JonoMarajii JiTAM OCATHYTU CYTHICTb i 3Ha4eHHA
mpaBocjaBHOI Bipu Ta cucTeMaTu3yBaTh ii 06a30Bi
Mece/XKi.

3aHATTS Big6yBasiMCh JBOMOBHO (YKpaiHCBbKOIO Ta

aHnIiKcbKow) 1o 30 xB. i3 10-TH XB. IEpepBOI0 MK HUMU.

JiTu 6ysiu oAizieHi HA TPU IPYIH 3a BIKOBOIO KaTeropi€erw

- MoJIOAI, cepefiHi ¥ cTapuii. 3aHATTSA BiI6yBasuCh y

cneliaJbHO BiJiBeJeHOMYy mpumimeHHi (kJjaci) uu y

IepKBi Ha TepuTopii TaGopy. Y mpoBeJleHHI 3aHATH

BUKOPUCTOBYBAJIUCb  ILIKIJIbHA [JIOLIKA, KOHCIIEKTH,

pPO3JATKOBUM MaTepias, HOYTOYK, NMPOEKTOpP, 3BYKOBA

KOJIOHKA. 3aHSITTA BKJIOYaIM B cebe TEOpPeTUYHy Ta

NpaKTU4YHYy 4YacTUHHU. Y TeOpeTHYHIM 4YacTUHI oTelb

pO3’ICHIOBaB TMpaBOC/JaBHe BYEHHS 3a [IONOMOTOI0

BCTYIHOI Geciiv, po3MOBiAi, Aiajsory, HMOsICHEHHS Ta

YHAaOYHEHHS1 3  BUKOPUCTAHHSIM  XPUCTUSHCBKHUX

MyJbTOIIBMIB i My3UKH, a MPAaKTUYHI 3aBJaHHS BiJj Z06pOAiHKH OYJIM NPOAOBKEHHAM TEMaTUYHOTO MaTepiany Ta ClIOHyKaJIu

JiTed [0 3alikaBJeHOCTI HUM (30KpeMa, AiTU BUTOTOBJISJIU IJIAHETY, OBEYOK, JOJOHI XPUCTHUSIH, PO3B’I3yBaIM MPAKTHUYHI
3ajJa4i ToI0).

[epiinii eHb 3aHATH APYTOro THXKHS BiAOyBcd nij Temoto «bor — Ham He6ecHuii OTenb» MaB Ha MeTi IPUBUTHU AITAM JII060B
Zo bora i ioro TBopinHA. Tema gpyroro gus «l'ocnogb Icyc Xpucrtoc - Ha CnacuTe by y NiICYMKy MaJia Ha MeTi BUSIBUTH, 1110
o3Hauae 6yTu yuyHeM XpucTa cborofiHi? TpeTii 1eHb 3HaHOMUB AiTel i3 NOHATTAM «1epkBa» («llepkBa - boxa poguHar)Ta ii
3HAYEeHHAM JJis XPUCTHUSH, SIK He Jivile OVAiBJI, a, mepeAyciM, cnifibHOTU y XpUcTi. YeTBepTHil eHb 3aHATh OYB NPUCBAYEHUN
MoauTBI («MosinTBa — po3MoBa JiloAnHU 3 borom») sik BesinkoMy boxkoMy fapy, 110 J03BOJISIE BiIKPUTH ceplie i 3MIIHUTH JyX.
[I'ATUil AeHb CTaB CBOEPIAHUM MiACYMKOM i CIOHYKaB [0 PO3AYyMiB IpPO Te, SIK CBOIM >XUTTSIM MOXHa CBiJUUTU INPO

XPUCTUSIHCbKY MpaBocjaaBHy Bipy «J/lio6oB no bora i
OJIDKHBOTO — TOJIOBHA 3aMOBiJib XpUCTUsIHUHA». OTXKe,
VIOPOAOBX IT'SITU AHIB 3aHATH JjiTH 3MOTIJIU ONMAHYBaTH
Taki roJIoBHi MeceKi MpaBOCJIaBHOTO BUXOBaHHS: 1)
Bor cTBopuB yBech cBiT i MeHe. Bor - 11e 110608; 2) f ay
3a XpucrtoMm. Bin miit go6puii [lactup; 3) 1 Hanexy fo
LepkBu. S — XpUCTUSAHUH / XpUCTUSAHKA. 4) f XKuUBY
MosiuTBo. fl po3mosiasrw 3 Borom. 5) f mnokasymw
JOOpPUM NPHUKJaJ CBOIMM BUYMHKaMH. TaKOX TicJIs
3aHATh m'atoro AHsA o. IOpiit 3xificHioBaB TaiHCTBO
CTIOBiJIi, BUCIIOBiIaBIIK abCOJIIOTHO YCixX miTel (3a ix
O6a)kaHHSIM) i YaCTUHY IepCoHay.

Camp Trident (Crystal Lake, SK)
5-19 July 2026
submitted by V. Rev. Archpriest Fr. Yurii Obukh

The “Tryzub’ summer camp took place over two weeks
and was attended by 43 children and 13 members of
staff (counsellors, teachers, cooks and other responsible
personnel), as well as three priests - Fr. V. Feskiv, Fr. Y.
Obukh and Fr. M. Faryna.

The children attended classes in religious studies, the
Ukrainian language and physical education before lunch, and
took part in singing, dancing and various craft activities after
lunch. In addition, the staff organized various themed days or
evenings (such as ‘Moustache Day’, a talent show, a Ukrainian
wedding, etc.) throughout the camp. The children also had the
opportunity to swim and take part in various water games on
the lake. Morning and evening prayers were compulsory, as
was the singing of national anthems - the Canadian anthem in
the morning and the Ukrainian anthem after evening prayers.

In addition to teaching religious studies, the priests’ duties
included daily morning and evening prayers, preparing for and
hearing the confessions of the children and staff (on a
voluntary basis), as well as celebrating a solemn Divine Liturgy
to mark the end of the camp. Fr. V. Feskiv spent the first week
at the camp, Fr. Y. Obukh the second, and Fr. M. Faryna
celebrated the Divine Liturgy.

Morning and evening prayers, the Sacrament of Confession
and the Divine Liturgy, as well as some of the religious studies
classes, took place in the restored Orthodox church on the
campgrounds.
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The second week of religious studies classes was led by
Fr. Yuriy Obukh, assisted by Dobr. Liudmyla, who helped the
children to grasp the essence and significance of the Orthodox
faith and to organize its core messages.

The sessions were held bilingually (in Ukrainian and
English), each lasting 30 minutes with a 10-minute break in
between. The children were divided into three groups by age
category - younger, middle and older. The sessions took place
in a specially designated classroom or in the church on the
campgrounds. A blackboard, lesson plans, handouts, a laptop,
a projector and a speaker were used during the sessions. The
sessions comprised both theoretical and practical
components. In the theoretical part, the priest explained
Orthodox teachings through introductory talks, stories,
dialogue, explanations and visual aids, using Christian
cartoons and music, while the practical tasks set by the
volunteer were a continuation of the thematic material and
encouraged the children’s interest in it (in particular, the
children made a model of the planet, little sheep, and Christian
hands, and solved practical problems, among other things).

The first day of classes in the second week was held under
the theme ‘God - Our Heavenly Father’ and aimed to instill in
the children a love for God and His creation. The theme of the
second day, ‘The Lord Jesus Christ - Our Saviour’, ultimately
sought to explore what it means to be a disciple of Christ today.
The third day introduced the children to the concept of the
Church (“The Church - God’s Family”) and its significance for
Christians, not merely as a building but, above all, as a
community in Christ. The fourth day of the sessions was
devoted to prayer (‘Prayer - A Person’s Conversation with

¢ Weekly excursions to Gimli Beach, Zabava, Carnival, and more.

God’) as a great gift from God, which allows one to open one’s
heart and strengthen one’s spirit. The fifth day served as a sort
of summary and prompted reflection on how one’s life can
bear witness to the Christian Orthodox faith: “Love for God and
one’s neighbour is the chief commandment of a Christian”.
Thus, over the course of the five-day program, the children
were able to grasp the following key messages of Orthodox
upbringing: 1) God created the whole world and me. God is
love; 2) I follow Christ. He is my Good Shepherd; 3) [ belong to
the Church. I am a Christian; 4) I live by prayer. I speak to God;
5) 1 set a good example through my actions. Also, after the
sessions on the fifth day, Fr. Yuriy administered the Sacrament
of Confession, hearing the confessions of absolutely all the
children (at their request) and some of the staff.

Veselka Summer Camp (MB)
submitted by Olena Mishchenko, Camp Administrator

This year marked an exciting milestone for Veselka Summer
Camp as the program ran for a full three weeks—from July 4
to July 25. The camp was structured to serve two different
age groups:

- Week 1 was dedicated to younger children aged 7-11.

- Weeks 2 and 3 welcomed older participants aged 11-15.

We were thrilled to host a total of 108 campers this year!
Notably, approximately 80% of the children were newly
arrived to Canada following the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in 2022. Veselka Camp served not only as a summer
activity, but also as a place of cultural connection,
community building, and joyful integration for many of
these young newcomers.

Programming and Activities

Each week’s programming was carefully tailored to be age-
appropriate, while maintaining a fun and engaging
environment for all. Highlights from this summer included:

¢ Cooking days where campers, with the help of parent volunteers, made and enjoyed traditional varenyky dinners.

* Creative workshops including clay modeling, stone painting, and lessons in intellectual board games.

e Commemorative gifts: Each camper received a Veselka Summer Camp T-shirt featuring the camp logo, as keepsakes of their

experience.
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Staffing and Support

To ensure a safe and nurturing environment, a full team was
assembled consisting of: Camp Director, 12 Counsellors and
3 Cooks.

Their dedication ensured that the campers were not only well
cared for but also enjoyed an enriching and memorable
experience.

Each session concluded with a final concert, where children
showcased their talents, creativity, and achievements in
performances enjoyed by parents and guests. These events
brought families together and celebrated the vibrant spirit of our
camp community.

As Camp Administrator; [ am deeply grateful for the opportunity
to serve in this capacity. It has been a true blessing to contribute
to making this summer so memorable for our campers.

I extend my sincere thanks to the Ukrainian Orthodox

communities and for your invaluable support of our youth

programs. I look forward to the continued success of Veselka Summer Camp and hope we can create an equally fun, meaningful,
and impactful experience again next year.

A Summer of Faith at Camp Bar-V-Nok (Alberta)
submitted by Fr. Oleh Romanyna

This summer, | had the privilege of spending three weeks at Camp Bar-V-Nok
on Pigeon Lake, joining children and young people in prayer, conversation,
and camp life.

More than 270 campers, ages 7 to 15, attended three sessions, supported by
counselors ages 16 to 22. [ served as camp pastor during the first and third
weeks, while Fr. Evan Panchuk served during the second.

Each day combined religious education with arts and crafts, archery, singing,
dancing, and outdoor recreation. Morning and evening prayers, along with
prayers before and after meals, gave the camp a steady spiritual rhythm.

The children also took active roles in worship by reading prayers, serving at
the altar, and singing. Hearing the entire camp pray before meals and sing
during the Divine Liturgy was especially moving.

Worship and Formation

The Divine Liturgy was celebrated each week. Fr. Dcn. Anton Lakusta served
during the first week with me, and assisted Fr. Evan Panchuk and me during the second, when we commemorated the Great
Prince Volodymyr. During Teen Camp, Fr. Timothy Chrapko joined me for a celebration honouring the Icon of the Mother of God
of Pochaiv.

[ am grateful to Fr. Dcn. Anton, Fr. Timothy, and cantors
Fedir Gotsaliouk and Lauren Starchuk, whose ministry
made the Liturgies prayerful and encouraged the
children’s participation.

Religious education was equally important. Campers met
in age groups for question-and-answer sessions that
explored Scripture, Church history, prayer, the
Sacraments, and theology. The relaxed camp setting
helped many ask questions they might not raise during a
regular church service, while individual conversations
offered further opportunities for meaningful connection.

Connecting with Teen Campers
Teen Camp had its own character. The older campers often
brought greater maturity and deeper questions, although

some were more hesitant to participate in prayer and faith-based activities. Ministry with teenagers requires patience, flexibility,
and a willingness to listen before inviting participation.
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Sacramental Life

The Sacraments of Confession and Holy
Communion were central to the camp’s
spiritual life. More than 25 campers and
counselors received Confession, and more
than 40 received Holy Communion. It was
encouraging to see so many young people
embrace these opportunities and speak
personally with a priest.

Gratitude and Hope

I am grateful to the counselors and staff
whose patience, energy, and dedication made
these three weeks possible. Above all, I thank
God for the blessing of praying with our
children and teenagers, answering their
questions, and simply being present with
them.

I hope the experience remains with them

through the prayers, Liturgies, conversations, friendships, and joyful memories they shared at Camp Bar-V-Nok.

May God bless the campers, counselors, staff, clergy, cantors, volunteers, parents, and everyone who contributed to this

memorable summer.

3siT Mpo MNposegeHHa AuTtadoro Tabopy «Ocena»

poropiyHu# AUTAYUN Tabip «Ocesisi» HTPOXOJUB MPOTSATOM
JBOX THKHIB: Nepia 3MiHa — 3 2 710 9 cepnH4, pyra 3MiHa — 3
9 no 16 cepnHs.

Y Tabopi BigmounBasu AiTH BikoM Bix 6 10 15 pokis. Ha mepuiii
3MiHi 6ys10 18 miTelt, Ha Apyrid — 22 AUTUHU.

Jis  3abe3medyeHHsT TMOBHOI[IHHOI po60TH Tabopy OYB
cbopMoOBaHUH TNeEpCOHaJ, [0 CKJAJZy SKOTO BXOAWJIU
NpaliBHUKK KyxXHi, BUXOBHUKH, PATYBaJbHUK Ta JUPEKTOP
Tabopy. YBecb NepcoHas MOCTiHHO Nepe6GyBaB Ha TepUTOPii
Tabopy Ta BiAmoBimaB 3a 06e3NeKy, opradizamiro MTOOYTY,
Xap4yyBaHHS Ta 03B AiTEH.

[IpoTAroM ABOX THXKHIB JIJIs1 IiTel OyJia opraHisoBaHa HacU4eHa
Ta pisHOMaHiTHa nporpama. [IpoBouIMCcA KOHKYpPCH, MaKcTep-
KJIacH, CIOPTUBHI ecTradeTH, KOMaH/HI Ta PyX/IUBI irpH.
3okpeMa, AiT Gpajy y4acTb y MalicTep-KJjacax i3 po3mucy
KaMiHH#, IJIeTiHHA Opac/jieTiB Ta BUTOTOBJIEHHS MaJIEHbKUX
irpamok. Takox ABi4i NPOBOAUJINCA 3aHATTA 3 MaJIlOBAHHS:

KO>XHa JWTHHA CTBOPIOBAJIa BJIACHY KapPTUHY, a TAKOX yCi pa3oM
CTBOPUJIY BEJIUKY CIIIJIbHY KapTUHY Ha nanepi.

Jitu 6GaraTo 4Yacy NpOBOAWJM HA TNPUPOJI: BHUXOJWUJIU Ha
MPOTYJISTHKH ZI0 JIiCY, XOAWJIM MO IPUGH, a TAKOXK IOJHS KyNaJHucs
B piuwi. Jlunie nepiui Ba AHI 6yJia Joli0Ba MOroAa, a BCi HACTYIHI
JIHi OYJIM CIPUSITJIMBUMU /151 NPOBEJI€HHS 3allJIaHOBAaHUX 3aX0/iB
Ta aKTUBHOTO BiZJIOYHHKY.

Jis miTel 6ys0 opraHi3oBaHO YOTHpPHpa30Be XapuyBaHHA. Kpim
OCHOBHHUX NpuHoMiB Dxi, AiTAM Opasu mnepekycd miJ 4ac
nepeGyBaHHs 6iJis1 piuky, a BBeuepi nepes CHOM BOHHU OTPUMYBaIH
CHeKM. 3HayHy [JONOMOTY B OpraHisaunili xapyyBaHHSl HaJaJju
CIIOHCOPH, fIKi 06e3KOIITOBHO 3a6e3me4yuyiv Tabip MPOAYKTaMU
Xap4yBaHHH, 3a 10 MU IM LIAPO BAAYHI.
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JyxoBHa cK/aZj0Ba 6y/ia BaXKJMBOIO YaCTUHOIO XXUTTS Tabopy. lllopaHky nmpoBojguaacs
paHKOBa MOJIUTBA, a BBeuepi — BedipHs. [lepes KOXKHUM NPUHROMOM iKi AiTH CHiJIBHO
Mosuance. lllopaHky nif 4yac migHATTA npanopa Ta LWoBevyopa Mif, yac Horo onycKkaHHsA
MU cniBasiu JepxkaBHui ['iMH Ykpainu. Takox AiTH ciiBa/iv yKpaiHCbKI MicHi.

Ha nmepmiomy THXHI Tabopy Ao AiTel nmpuiKIkaB oTelb BosioAUMUD, HACTOSTEb
nepkBu CBsaToi Codii. BiH mpoBiB i3 AiTbMU AyX0BHY pO3MOBY, OCIIJKYBaBCsA 3 HUMU Ta
OyB MPUCYTHIN Ha BewipHill MOJUTBI.

YBeuepi 611 BaTpU MPOBOAUJIUCS CHiJIbHI 3aX0/IH, irpU Ta CITiBH, 1[0 CTBOPIOBAJIO TEILTY,
JPYKHIO Ta poJAUHHY aTMocdepy B Tabopi.

16 cepmHsA BiAGy/s0CSd YpO4YHCTEe 3aKPUTTS Tabopy B NMPHUCYTHOCTI 6aThKiB. ITig vac
3aKpUTTS AiTU NPeLCTaBUIU NiJTOTOBIEHY IPOrpaMy, Mic/s HOro KOXKHINH JUTHHI 6ynu
Bpy4YeHi nam’saTHI ¢yT60KM Ta Mefani i3 poTorpadieto kamnuui. s giTeit Takox 6yB
opraHi3oBaHUM COJIOAKHUH CTiJI, 2 KOXKHOMY 3 HUX [I0JJaTKOBO MiZrOTYBaJ/IM COJIOAOII] i3
coboto.

3aBepiuieHHSI Tabopy CTalo TEMJIUM i paJiCHUM MOMEHTOM, SIKMH 06€/HaB JiTeH,
6aTbKiB Ta opraHizaTopiB i cTaB rapHUM Hi/ICYMKOM /1BOX HACUYEHUX THKHIB CIIJIBHOTO
BiZIIOYMHKY, JYXOBHOTO PO3BUTKY, HABYAaHHA Ta YKPATHCbKOTO CHIJIKyBaHHS.

Report on the ‘Oselya’ Children’s

Camp
submitted by V. Rev. Volodymyr Kouchnir

This year’s ‘Oselya’ children’s camp took place over two weeks: the first session ran from
2 to 9 August, and the second session from 9 to 16 August.
Children aged between 6 and 15 attended the camp. There were 18 children in the first
session and 22 in the second. To ensure the camp ran smoothly, a team of staff was put
together, comprising of kitchen staff, counsellors, a lifeguard and the camp director. All
staff remained on the camp premises at all times and were responsible for the children’s
safety, daily routine, meals and leisure activities. A packed and varied program was
organized for the children over the two weeks. This included competitions, workshops,
sports relays, team games and active games.
In particular, the children took part in workshops
on painting stones, making bracelets and crafting
small toys. There were also two drawing sessions:
each child created their own picture, and together
they created a large collaborative picture on paper.
The children spent a lot of time outdoors: they went
for walks in the woods, went mushroom picking, and swam in the river every day. It was
only rainy for the first two days; all the days that followed were ideal for carrying out the
planned activities and enjoying active recreation.
Four meals a day were organized for the children. In addition to the main meals, the
children were given snacks while they were by the river, and in the evening before bedtime.
Sponsors provided significant assistance in organizing the meals, supplying the camp with
food free of charge, for which we are sincerely grateful. The spiritual aspect was an
important part of camp life. Morning prayers were held every morning, and evening
prayers every evening. The children prayed together before every meal. Every morning
during the raising of the flag and every evening during its lowering, we sang the National
Anthem of Ukraine. The children also sang Ukrainian songs.
During the first week of the camp, Fr. Volodymyr, the rector of St Sophia’s Church, visited
the children. He held a spiritual discussion with them, chatted with them and attended the evening prayer.
In the evenings, group activities, games and singing took place around the campfire, creating a warm, friendly and family-like
atmosphere at the camp.
On August 16th, the camp’s closing ceremony took place in the presence of the parents. During the ceremony, the children
presented a program they had prepared, after which each child was presented with a commemorative T-shirt and a medal
featuring a photograph of the chapel. A dessert table was also organized for the children, and each of them was given some
sweets to take home.
The end of the camp was a heart-warming and joyful moment that brought together the children, parents and organizers, and
served as a wonderful conclusion to two eventful weeks of shared leisure, spiritual development, learning and Ukrainian
interaction.
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Kyiv’s K Hi Ukrainian Orthodox Youth Camp — Summer 2026

submitted by Rev. Fr. Peter Haugen, Camp Chaplain

Camp Program

Another wonderful summer has come to a
close at Kyiv's K Hi Ukrainian Orthodox
Summer Camp! From July 5 to August1,
our camp once again welcomed campers
for four weeks filled with faith, friendship,
Ukrainian culture, outdoor adventure, and
plenty of fun.

This summer, we welcomed campers
between the ages of 5 and 14, with 51
campers in Week 1, 70 campers in both
Weeks 2 and 3, and 53 campers in Week 4,
for a total of 244 camper registrations
throughout the summer.

At the heart of our camp program
continues to be the Orthodox faith.
Campers participated in regular religion

sessions, learning about their faith in an engaging way. This year’s religion theme was “Walking Through the Parables:
Understanding faith through the parables of Christ!”

Of course, camp wouldn't be camp without a busy schedule! Throughout each week,
campers took part in Ukrainian dance, arts and crafts, archery, Baba's House, singing,
orienteering, outdoor activities, and a variety of evening programs. Our weekly Air Guitar
performances continued to be a highlight, giving campers and staff the opportunity to
show off their creativity, enthusiasm, and occasionally questionable musical talent! Every
Wednesday was Neon day at camp, the campers and counselors had a blast in all their neon
outfits!

And a huge thank you to Rockwell Telcom for their generous donation for sponsoring our
camper T-shirts this year!

Improvements to Our Camp

Thanks to the continued work and support of our Camp Board and the generosity of our
camp community, a number of improvements were made to the camp facilities this year.

These included a new gas range, three new refrigerators and a new freezer, new beds
and mattresses in the Seniors'/Volunteer Building, repairs to the outdoor obstacle
course, and a new hot water tank for the dormitory.

The kitchen and mess hall also received new taps and floor mats, while a new speaker

system was purchased for camp activities. New canopies were installed over picnic tables, providing additional sheltered

outdoor space for our campers and staff.

Work is also underway on an electrical upgrade to the
campground, which will help us continue improving the
facilities for campers, volunteers, families, and visitors in the
years ahead.

Future projects include a new roof for the camp church,
completion of the Memorial Garden upgrade, and the
ongoing renewal and updating of our camp buildings, facilities,
and equipment.

None of what happens at Kyiv's K Hi would be possible without
the tremendous dedication of our Camp Board, directors,
counsellors, volunteers, kitchen staff, clergy, parents,
supporters, and especially our campers. Each person
contributes in their own way to making camp a place where
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friendships are formed, memories are made,
Ukrainian culture is celebrated, and, most
importantly, our young people are given an
opportunity to grow in understanding of the
Orthodox faith.

Thank you to everyone who helped make Summer
2026 another successful year. We look forward to
welcoming everyone back to Kyiv's K Hi next
summer!

Check out the QR Code for
Video Highlights of camp!

Ukrainian Orthodox Camp Kolomayka - https://www.kolomayka.com/

Kyiv's-K-Hi Ukrainian Orthodox Youth Camp - https://www.kievskhi.com/

Bar-V-Nok Ukrainian Orthodox Youth Camp and Retreat Centre
https://www.barvnok.com/home

Green Grove Camp - https://greengrovecamp.ca/

Camp Trident Ukrainian Orthodox Camp - http://www.dbi.ca/Trident/

Veselka Ukrainian Orthodox Summer Camp - https://campveselka.wixsite.com/campveselka

Camp St. Sophie - http://www.stsophiemontreal.com/camp-en.php
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Clergy Transfers

By the decision of the Council of Bishops, and as voted on by the Consistory Board, the following priest appointments
are effective as of 01 August, 2026:

o Descent of the Holy Spirit Sobor (Central Eparchy, Regina, SK) - Archpriest Michael Faryna

o Kenora-Fort Frances (Central Eparchy) - Priest Thomas Chaput

o Vita Region (Central Eparchy, MB) - Priest Bohdan Statkevych

o Yorkton-Sheho District (Central Eparchy, SK) - Archpriest Roman Kocur

o St. Demetrius Sobor (Eastern Eparchy, Etobicoke, ON) - Archpriest Volodymyr Feskiv

o St. George UOC (Eastern Eparchy, Grimsby, ON) - Priest Vitalii Humeniuk

o St. Vladimir Sobor (Eastern Eparchy, Hamilton, ON) - Priest Vasyl Maskal

o St. Andrew's Sober (Western Eparchy, Edmonton, AB) - Archpriest Roman Shiyan

o St. Elia UOC (Western Eparchy, Edmonton, AB) - Mitred Archpriest Slawomir Lomaszkiewicz
o Lac La Biche District (Western Eparchy, AB) - Priest Yuriy Suchevan

o Vegreville District and Smoky Lake-Willingdon District (Western Eparchy, AB) - Priest Evan Panchuk

Clergy Milestones

Ordination Anniversaries

60th Anniversary of Priestly Ministry of Protopresbyter Wasyl William Wasyliw

This year marks the 60th anniversary of Protopresbyter Wasyl's ordination to the Holy
Diaconate (January 16, 1966) and the Holy Priesthood (December 4, 1966). For six
decades, Father Wasyl has faithfully served God and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
Canada by celebrating the Divine Services, proclaiming the Gospel, administering the Holy
Mysteries, providing pastoral care to generations of the faithful, and actively contributing
to the administrative life of the Church.

We prayerfully extend our heartfelt congratulations to the Rt. Reverend Father, wishing him
good health, spiritual joy, peace, strength, and God's abundant blessings for many blessed
years!
This year, we also recognize the following clergy on the anniversaries of their ordinations:
o Fr. Georg Podtepa - 40th Anniversary of Ordination into the Holy Priesthood (June 22, 1986);
o Fr. Taras Makowsky - 35th Anniversary of Ordination into the Holy Priesthood (July 14, 1991);
o Fr. Patrick Yamniuk - 30th Anniversary of Ordination into the Holy Priesthood (July 28, 1996);
o Fr. Volodymyr Makarenko - 45th Anniversary of Ordination into the Holy Diaconate (November 22, 1981);
o Fr. Taras Krochak - 45th Anniversary of Ordination into the Holy Diaconate (December 13, 1981).
We prayerfully wish all our jubilarians God's abundant blessings, good health, spiritual strength, peace, and many

more years of fruitful ministry in the Lord's vineyard, for the glory of God and the good of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of Canada.

Birthday Anniversaries

We also extend our sincere congratulations to the following clergy on the occasion of their birthdays:
o Fr. Roman Shiyan - 55th Birthday (September 9, 1971);
o Fr. Evan Maximiuk - 55th Birthday (December 2, 1971);
o Fr. Volodymyr FesKkiv - 45th Birthday (February 9, 1981).

We prayerfully wish all Birthday Celebrants God's blessings, good health, spiritual joy, peace, many years of life, and
His continued guidance and assistance in their pastoral ministry.
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9 St. John’s Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba
Canada R2W 1G8

Toll-Free: 1.877.586.3093
Phone: 204.586.3093
Fax: 204.582.5241
consistory@uocc.ca

Mission Statement of The Herald (Visnyk)
1. Proclaim the good news of our Incarnate Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ as taught by the Holy
Orthodox Church, of which the Ukrainian Orthodox Church is an integral part.
2. Provide news about the Ukrainian Orthodox community in Canada, Ukraine and throughout the world.

3. Serving as a forum for the exchange of information and perspectives on what it means to live as a
Canadian Orthodox Christian of Ukrainian heritage.

4. Foster the growth and development of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada, in Ukraine and
throughout the world.
5. Provide articles on the Ukrainian Canadian heritage, history, culture and traditions.

“To foster the growth and development of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada” we request and
encourage you, our UOCC faithful, to send in and share information and pictures from Easter services or
summer children camps or special events in your parish by sending the same to the Communications
Directors at: communications1@uocc.ca or communications2 @uocc.ca.

Articles published in Visnyk/The Herald, signed by the writer, do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, but rather those of the author. All materials are subject to editorial
modification for clarity, space considerations and stylistic conventions adopted by the Visnyk/The Herald. The editor
reserves the right to edit or shorten, if necessary, all articles, as well as to refuse publication of submitted materials
if deemed unsuitable or at variance with editorial policy. The editor must approve the publication of any articles that
have been published earlier or are under consideration for publishing elsewhere.

Please consider donating to support the ministries of our church.
https://www.uocc.ca/donate/




