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All people groan in search of bread, giving all their treasures for food, just to save 

their lives. Lord, look upon me, see how I am humiliated! (Lamentations of Jeremiah, 1:11). 
These biblical words sound as if they were taken from the memories of our ancestors. The 
lines from the Lamentations of Jeremiah echo painfully in the memory of the Holodomor. 

 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ! 
In these days of sorrowful remembrance, as the Ukrainian people recall the terrible 

wound of the Holodomor, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada raises its voice in 
prayer and sympathy.  

The Holodomor of 1932-1933 is an unhealed wound and a tragic example of how 
prejudice, hatred, and the desire for total control over an entire people can lead to abuse of 
power, mass oppression, and genocide. 

The Ukrainian term "Holodomor" particularly emphasizes the artificial, planned 
nature of this famine – the diabolical plan of Stalin's regime, which aimed to deliberately 
exterminate people, most of whom were Orthodox Christians. This crime affected those 
whom God had blessed to work the land, giving the fruits of their labour for the sustenance 
of others. Paradoxically, this deadly famine unfolded at a time when people were peacefully 
harvesting crops on lands known as the "breadbasket of Europe." While Ukrainians were 
dying en masse from starvation, the Soviet regime was exporting their bread abroad to 
demonstrate its "success" to the world. 

However, the crime did not end with physical extermination. After the destruction 
of bodies, the destruction of truth and memory began – an attack on the very voice of the 
people. Colossal resources were used to hide the tragedy and convince the international 
community to "turn a blind eye" to the mass murder of Ukrainians. However, even in the 
darkness of lies, there were those who dared to tell the truth and bring it to the world. 

Among those who stood up for the truth was the devout Ukrainian community in 
Canada. On its initiative, public memorials to the victims of the Holodomor appeared – as 
an act of remembrance and prayer. Later, Canada recognized the Holodomor as genocide 
of the Ukrainian people at the state level, thus demonstrating its solidarity with the struggle 
for truth and justice, as if placing a candle on a candlestick to help illuminate the darkness 
of oblivion. 



The memory of the Holodomor is not only a remembrance of the past, but an 
encounter with the mystery of suffering, faith, and God's presence even in the silence of 
death. God does not sympathize with evil or condone it. Evil is parasitic in the sense that 
it exists by distorting what is good. The fact that human hatred has reached such a level 
that it has been able to turn into the destruction of others, created "in the image and 
likeness" of God, causes deep inner turmoil. And this realization becomes even more acute 
today, when we see new attempts to break and destroy the Ukrainian people. 

 
Dear ones in Christ,  
We believe that the innocent victims who were destroyed have not been forgotten 

before God. The suffering endured by the Ukrainian people is not a sign of God's absence, 
but a place where human freedom was distorted by evil, and God's presence was hidden in 
faith, patience, prayer, and the inexpressible groaning of hearts. The memory of the 
Holodomor presents us not only with a historical duty to remember, but also with a spiritual 
call to unceasing prayer. 

Rest in peace with the saints, Christ – we pray to the Risen Saviour to grant eternal 
rest to the millions of the righteous, innocently murdered people who died in the hope of 
the resurrection. May they find peace and light in You, Lord, and may the memory of them 
inspire us to prayer, mercy and deeds, that affirm life, justice, and love in this world. Amen. 

 
With prayer and sympathy, 

+ Ilarion, Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada 

+ Andrew, Bishop of Toronto and the Eastern Eparchy 

 


