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PSILE/

Nativity Epistle of the Perrﬁanent Cdnference

of Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops Beyond the Borders of
UKkraine

To the God-beloved Pastors, Venerable Monastics,
and all Faithful Children of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the Diaspora and in Ukraine

“Today Christ is born from a Virgin in Bethlehem, today the Eternal One is born and the Word
is incarnated: the powers of heaven rejoice, the earth and all mankind rejoice” (Festal
Stykhyra)

Christ is Born!

Today the Orthodox Church again celebrates the Nativity of Christ, commemorating the
advent into the world of the Son of God. The entire Christian world glorifies and magnifies
the New-born God-child, Christ the Lord.

St. Paul calls the Nativity of Christ “A mystery of great piety: God appeared in the flesh. (I
Tim. 3:16). The mystery of the incarnation of the Son of God is the greatest and deepest
mystery of the Christian faith. The Pre-eternal God becomes man without ceasing to be
God. The Holy Evangelist John the Theologian says “The Word became flesh and dwelt
among us” (Jn. 1:14).



In our contemporary anxious and confused world, where terror and uncertainty reign, the
quiet and joyful angelic hymn rings out: “Glory to God in the highest, His peace is on earth,
and His good-will among men” (Lk. 2:14).

Today the entire world is anxious, just as the residents of Jerusalem were aforetime (Mt.
2:3), and so the angelic song about peace on earth and good-will among men fills every
Christian soul with peace and hope for a better future. For today the Saviour of the world
lies in a manger, He who “does not break the bent reed and does not snuff out the
smoldering flax” (Is. 42:3). “He is our peace, Who tore down the dividing wall” (Eph. 2:14)
between heaven and earth, which had been erected by human unrighteousness.

Mankind has contemplated this Divine Infant for over two thousand years, and from Him
many derive life-giving strength which transforms their life for the better. The Holy Fathers
say that Christ came to the earth in order to raise us up to heaven, that he became man, that
we might become sons of God, that He became poor that we might be rich, and humble so
that we might be glorified.

It is a great sorrow to us all, that this year during the celebration of the Nativity holidays we
experience a great trial as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. Today our temples are
affected by particular restrictions which prevent our faithful from receiving necessary
pastoral care. But the great feast which we celebrate, the Nativity of Christ, reminds us of
God’s immeasurable love for the human person. “God so loved the World, that He gave His
Only-begotten Son, that all who believe in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” (Jn.
3:16).

Out of His great love for His creation, He made this world beautiful. But people often break
their unity with God through their sinful life and bring misfortune, sickness, and evil into
the world. This pandemic, which has shaken the entire world, calls us as Christians to
meditate upon our own personal lives. God would not have permitted this pandemic to
attain such world-wide development if it were not a reminder to all the people of the earth.

It is precisely the feast of the Nativity of Christ which witnesses to the fact that God does
not leave us without His care. God not only looks after the world as a whole, but after each
person individually.

And so may the One born in Bethlehem, the Lord resting in the manger, spur each of us on
to consider why we live and what path we are following - the straight path of God, or the



crooked path of sin. Faith in God calls all of us to battle with all manner of evil and before

anything else with our own personal sin.

During these holy days of the Nativity season let us prayerfully call upon the God-child
Christ - our Saviour - so that He might protect all of us from this terrible sickness.

We greet all of you with a sincere heart, dear brothers and sisters, with the great and
salvific feasts of the Nativity of Christ, the New Year, and the Holy Theophany. We especially
greet our youth and children, and all of you God-beloved Christians in the diaspora and in
Ukaine.

May the coming new year be for all of us a year of spiritual growth, peace, good health,
familial good fortune, and a God-blessed year of good fortune for all people throughout the

world.

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

With Archpastoral Blessings,
+YURI]J, Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ANTONY, Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and in the Diaspora
+JEREMIAH, Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of Brazil and South America
+DANIEL, Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA and Western Europe
+ILARION, Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ANDRIY, Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
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"MOCTIMHA KOH®EPEHLLA.
VKPATHCBKUX

MPABOCAABHUX EMUCKOIIB =3 N
MO3A MEXAMU VKPA'I'HM/ 27 OCAAHH

——

Pi3aBsiHe Iloc/1aHHS

[TocTtiitHoi KondepeHnii YkpaiHcbKkux [IpaBociaBHUX
€nuckomniB Mo3a MeXaMu YKpaiHu

Boro/sito6MBUM nacTUPSAM, YECHOMY YEPHELTBY, Ta BCiM BIpHUM AiTAM YKpaiHCbKOI

[IpaBocsaBHOI LlepkBu B /liacnopi i B YkpaiHi

Xpucroc Poxaaernca! Cirasimo HUoro!

"/lnecb Xpucmoc 6 Bugneemi poxcdaemucs 6id /isu, dHecb beaHayaabHUll HAUUHAEMbCA |
Cn1080 sonsowjaemucs, cuau HebecHl padyromucs | 3em5 3 A00bMU 8eceaumbsbces” (cmuxupa

Cesima).

CporoaHi 3HoBYy IIpaBocsiaBHa llepkBa cBATKye Pi3gBo XpucToBe, 3ralyloyd NpULIECTS B
cBiT CuHa Boxoro. Becb XpuUCTHSHCBKMU CBIT mpoc/aBJis€e i Bo3Beandye HapomxeHoro
Boromsagennsa Xpucra Cnacutens. CBatui anoctos [laByio Ha3uBae PizgBo XpuctoBe
“Besniukoio Osarovyectss TaWHow: bor saBuBca B Timi” (1 Tum. 3, 16). Haiib6inbme i
HaWrauoOlle TAlHCTBO XPUCTHUSHCBKOI Bipu - Ile TalHCTBO BomsiodeHHS Bboxoro CuHa.
[IpenBiunui bor crae soauHow i He mepectae 6ytu borom:” I CioBo cTaso TizioM i

0CeJIMJIOCS MiXk HaMu”- Kake cBATUM EBaHresiuct loan borocsios(1,14).



Y HUHIIIHbOMY TPHUBOXXHOMY i 30€eHTEeXeHOMY CBiTi, /le TaHy€e CTpax i HENEeBHICTb JIyHaE
TUXUH i pafjicHUl aHre/bcbKUM cniB: “CiiaBa Bo BUIIHIX bory i Ha 3eMJ1i MUp MiX JitobMU

6saaroBoJiinHA” (JIk.2,14).

[ Ko/ ChOTOJIHI BECh CBIT «CTPUBOXKHUBCS», TaK SIK KOJMCh uTesi Epycanumy (Md.2,3),
BTiM HebecHa MiCHA MPO MUP Ha 3eMJii i 6J1arOBOJIIHHA B JIIOJAX, CHOBHIOE CIIOKOEM Ta
HaJliel0 Ha Kpalle MaWOyTHE, KOXKHY XPUCTUAHCbKY Ayuly. Bo HHUHI JIeXUTb y scaax
CnacuTesb CBIiTYy, IKMW «TPOCTHHH HAJJIOMJIEHOI He NEepeJOMUTD, 1 JIbOHY TJII0YOTO He
3aracutb» (Ic. 42,3). «BiH € mMup Haw, KoTpuil.. 3pylHYBaB Ieperopojy, sika CTosJa

nocepeauHi» (Ed. 2:14) Mixk He60M i 3eMJielo, 3Be/IeHY JII0/ICbKOI0 HENPAB/010.

Ha e boxxectBeHHe HeMoBJIs1 Gisibllle BOX THUCSYOJITh JUBUTHLCS JIIOJACTBO, i camMe BiJ

Hboro 6araTo stoiel YepnarThb )KUBOTBOPYY CUJY, IKa 3MIHIOE Ha Kpalle IXHE XKUTTS.

CBATI OTLiB KaXyTh, 1110 XpUCTOC 3iH1I0B HAa 3eMJIt0 /i TOTO, 11106 Hac BO3HECTHU Ha HEDO,
CTaB JIIOJIUHOWO, 0OU MM CTajJu CUHAMU boxumu, 6yB yb6orui 1mo6 Mu 36araTHJIMCH,

CMHUPHUBCA, I_L[O6 HacC MMpOCJIaBHUTH.

Ha npeBesiMKuM a/ib 1IbOT0 POKY MiJ| 4ac CBATKYBaHHSA Pi3ABAHUX CBAT MU NI€PEKUBAEMO
BeJIMKe BUIIPOOYBaHHS, MOBs3aHe 3 eliJieMielo KopoHaBipycy. CbOroJHi y HallUX XpaMax
JIII0OTh NeBHI 0O0Me)XeHHs, IKi 030aBJ/IATh HAllUX BipHUX HaJIeX)KHOI [yXOBHOI omiku. Auie
BeJIMYHe cBATO, Pi3gBa XpucTOBOro, sike MM CBATKYEMO Harajye HaM NIpo Ge3MexHY
Jw60B bora go moauHu. “bo Tak mnosw6buB bor cBiT,mwo BigmaB i Cuua CBoro
EMHOPOJHOTO, 11106 ycAKKUM XTO Bipye B Hboro He 3arvHyB , a MaB >KUTTS BiuyHe” IBaHa
(3,16).

Bor 3 BesiMKoi Jit06OBi /10 CBOTO TBOPiHHSI CTBOPUB Lied CBIT NpeKpacHUM. Ajie cama
JIIDJUHA AyXe 4acTO CBOIM I'PIXOBHUM XUTTAM PO3pPUBAE 3BA30K 3 bOorom i IpMHOCUTDL Y
CBIT HewlacTs, XxBopoobu i 3710. Came 14 enifieMis,sika CKOJIMXHYJ/IA YBECH CBIT, 3aCTaBJISIE HAC
XPUCTHUSH 33/lyMaTUCh HaJ, CBOIM OCOOUCTHUM XUTTAM. 3BUYaliHO ['ocniosib He J03BOJIUB 61
i nmaHgeMil OTpUMaTU TaKUM BCECBITHUM pPO3BUTOK, SKOM BOHa He Maja boxoro

HarnoyMJieHHA 15 Bcix e 3EMJIL

[ Came cBsiTO Pi3gBO XpucCTOBe CBiUUTH HaM Mpo Te, 1[0 bor He 3a/uiae Hac 6e3 CBOro
pornany. bor mikayeTbcsa He TIIBKM NpPO BeChb CBIT B LIJIOMY, ajle ¥ PO KOXKHY JIIOAWHY
30KpeMa.



Tomy Hexalh Hapomxenuit y Budsnemi i cnoumnuil y saciasx ['ocnosib, CHIOHyKa€e KOKHOTO i3
Hac 3alyMaTUCh, [JI YOI'0 MU KMBEMO 1 IKMMHU [JOPOraMy XOAUMO - IPAMUMU BoXKMMU,4U
KpPUBUMMM TIpixoBHMMU. Bipa B bora 3akynkae Hac 60poTHcs 3i BCIIAKUM 3JI0M i

HacaMmIepe/, 3 IpixoM y caMmoMy cOG6i.

Y ui cBari Pi3gBsaHi AHI MOJIMTOBHO 3BepTaniMoca A0 boromusageHusa Xpucra - Cnacurtens

Haloro, 106 BiH o6epiraB k0o>kHOTO i3 Hac Bif, Li€l cTpalIHOI XBOPOOH.

Bix muporo cepusa BiTaeMo Bcix Bac  pgopori 6paTd i cecTpu 3 BeJUKUM i
Cnacennum cBsiToM PizgBa XpucroBoro, HoBum Pokom i CBsATuM borosiBieHHsiM, a

0CO6JIMBO HAlLy MOJIOAb i ZjiTeH, i Bcix Bac borosto6uBux xpructusaH y Jliacropi i B YkpaiHi.

Hexaii Hactynarouuii HoBuit Pik 6yze aJis Bcix Hac POKoOM AyXOBHOTO 3pOCTaHHS, CIIOKOIO,
MillHOTO 3/10pOB'sl, poAMHHOro wacTs i borom-6sarocsioBeHHUM PokoM A06poi goJii A

BCIX JIIOZIeH y LIiJIOMY CBITI.

Xpucroc Poxgaersca! Cirasimo HUoro!

3 apxunacmupcbKum 6./16120C./108€HHHM,

+ FOPIM, Mumponoaum Ykpaincwkoi [IpasocaasHoi Ljepkeu Kanadu
+ AHTOHIH, Mumponoaum Yxpaincuokoi [lpasocaaswoi LJepkau CIIA i e Jiacnopi
t EPEMIA, Apxuenuckon Ykpaincokoi [IpasocaasHoi €Enapxii Bpasuaii ma IliedeHHOT
Amepuku
+ JAHMIJI, Apxuenuckon Ykpaincuokoi IlIpasocaasHoi llepksu CIIA i 3axioHoi €eponu
+ IWIAPIOH, €nuckon Ykpaincovkoi I[IpasocaasHoi llepkeu KaHadu

+AHJIPIN, Enuckon Ykpaincwkoi IIpasocaasHoi Ljepkeu Kanadu



