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[M]atoum 60 cuny TBotO, TUpaHIB
nopgonanu i po3yaBunu cnabke
3yXBasnibCTBO AeMOHIB” (Tponap — mili
nepekrnad)

Ha 8-ro BepecHs 3a kaneHgapem
["puropistHcbkMM (e — 26-ro cepnHA 3a
KOnistHCbKUM) MY CBATKYEMO Nam'siTb
Cegartoro nogpyxoks, AgpisgHa n Hatanii
Hikomigiricbkmx (cborogHi ue M. 13mit y
TypeuunHi), akmx wnob, B skoMmy bor ctaB i
OcHosoto i Linnto, Hapoaxye 6e3nivy
OYXOBHUX JiTeN.

BoHun 6ynu oapyxeHi Tinbku pik,
Konu Ha AgpisiHa, sikuin ©6yB BUCOKMM
YNHOBHUKOM Yy PUMCBKOMY BIiNCbKY,
3pobuno rnmboke BpaxiHHS
BENUKOOYLUHICTb XpUCTUAH-My4eHukis,
SIKMX iMEHa 1 Biaryku BiH MyciB, SK
cnyxboBeub, 3anucyBaTtu. BiH guByBaBcs,
Wo6 To Byno 3a HAaTXHEHHS, dke iM gaBano
TaKy HacHary 3ycTpiyaTtv Myku Ta CMepTb 3
AVNBOBWKHOK XOPOOPICTIO Ta CTINKICTIO.
«5ki Haropoau BKM cnofdiBaeTech Bif CBOro

“[PJossessed of Thy might, they set at
naught the tyrants and crushed the
feeble audacity of the demons”
(Troparion)

On September 8 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is August 26 on the
Julian) we celebrate the memory of a
married couple, Saints Adrian and Natalia
of Nicomedia (today Izmit in Turkey),
whose nuptial union, of which God
became the Source and the Goal,
produces an innumerable multitude of
spiritual children.

They had been married for only a
year when Adrian, a high-ranking official
of the Roman army, was struck by the
nobility of Christian martyrs whose names
and responses it was his duty to record.
He wondered what it could be that made it
possible for them to face torments and
death with such courage and fortitude.
“What rewards do you expect from your
God?” he asked. Their response was that
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Bora?» nutaBs BiH. A BOHM BiANOBINM, Lo
BiH HE 3Mir 61 1 yaBUTK, AKi NpeauBHi
6yayTb Ti Haropoau (I KopuHTaH 2:9).

Xoy ByB BiH A314HMKOM, TO ApisiH
OyB i B MOBHOMY PO3YMiHHIO TOrO CrnoBa
PUMRASHUHOM, SKOrO BULLKIN i CRYXiHHSA
Haganu nomy rnmMboKy nosary n nowaHy oo
TOro reponcTBa, AKe NPOSBNAETLCA B
«0obpin cmepTi». BiH BiarykHyBcs Ha Boxy
BbnarogaTthb, WO NOCTINHO Aie Ans
npvBeaeHHS KOXHOro Ao cnaciHHs (1
Tumodpisa 2:4) i BigBaXKHO Haka3aB iHLLIMM
PUMCbKMM YMHOBHUKAM 3anucatu i noro
iM’s1 noMiX crnoBigHMkamn Xpucta. Konu
no4yBs Mpo ue imnepatop (NpaBgonogioHo
an ['anepiit Banepiit MakcumisiH) BiH
noknukaBs 0 cebe AapisiHa, HACTOKKYN Ha
TOMYy, WO BiH HaneBHo OyB 3axBOpIB Ha
TMMyacoBe 6e3yMCTBO i MOBUHEH
NMonpocuTU NPOLLEHHs y 6oriB. AgpisaH xe
BiAMOBIB MOMY: « He 3rybuB Min rny3g a
HaBMNaKky 3HaKWLLOB Moro», Toai noro
3aTpumanu 1 yB'a3Hunmn pasom 3 iHWMMmn
XpUcTusiHamum.

OpyxuHa horo, HaTtaniqa, cnpunHana
IO 3BICTKY He 3 TPMBOroK0 a pagicHo. BoHa
X Takox ctana 6yna BiggaHow
HacnigHuueto Toro, Aknin MonmMBCA 3a TUX,
o Moro Hecnpaseanveo 3acyaunu i
po3n’anu. BoHa paglwe nepexuBana, Lo
Take LWBWAKE HaBEPHEHHS TI MyXa He
BUTPMMAaE CTpaLLUEHHUI iCNNT, KU MaB
HacTaTu. BoHa BigBigana B’A3HULIO,
noxeanuna AgpisiHa 3a NOro My>HiCTb i
npuTucna go cepus Moro naHuwrn. A togi
nonpocuna peluTta B’A3HIB MONUTUCA 3a
HbOTO.

Hedki pxepena kaxyTb, Wo AOpisH
3000yB 403BiN BOCTAHHE NPOBigaTU CBOKO
OPYXUHY, WOo6 CnoBiCTUTK Ti NPO AeHb
CBOEI CTpaTH (CTaTyC KONMULIHBLOIO
YMHOBHMKA MabyTb Mir JONOMOITY B
ubomy). HaTtanis cnoyatky He 3po3ymina, a
nogymana, o BiH MabyTb 3pikcsa Bipwu, sky
BiH ByB Tak 6nunckaBnyYHO NpuMHAB. BoHa
Noro noceapuna i He xoTina BnyckaTu noro
00 XaTu, Ta noYyBLUM NOTO 3BICTKY BOHa
nigbagbopwna 1oro i NoTiM i akomnaHyBana
noro Ha TpubyHan i Ha HaCTyMNHUX TOpTypax

he could not even imagine what splendid
rewards were forthcoming (I Corinthians
2:9).

Although a pagan, Adrian was a
thorough-going Roman, whose training
and service had given him a profound
respect for and admiration of the heroism
which manifested in a “good death”. He
responded to the Grace of God which is
continually at work to lead all to salvation
(I Timothy 2:4) and boldly ordered the
other Roman officials to write his name
also among those who confessed Christ.
When the Emperor (most likely Gaius
Galerius Valerius Maximianus) was told of
this he summoned Adrian, insisting that
he must have suffered temporary insanity
and he should ask the gods to forgive him.
To this Adrian responded: “| have not lost
my mind, but rather have found it”. He
was then arrested and imprisoned with the
other Christians.

His wife, Natalia, received this
news with joy instead of dismay. She, too,
had become a devoted follower of the
One, Who prayed for those who unjustly
condemned and crucified Him. Her
anxiety was rather that her husband’s
hasty conversion might not withstand the
fierce test that awaited him. She visited
the prison, praised Adrian for his courage
and embraced his chains. She also asked
the other prisoners to pray for him.

Some sources say that Adrian
gained permission to visit his wife a last
time to give her the date of his execution
(his former official status may have helped
to achieve this privilege). Natalia
misunderstood, at first, thinking that he
had renounced the Faith he had adopted
so quickly. She rebuked him and would
not let him in but, upon hearing his news,
she encouraged him and accompanied
him to the tribunal and the ensuing
tortures and martyrdom. There is some
discussion over whether this occurred in
298 or 306 A.D.

It would be a mistake to see
Natalia’s role in Adrian’s testimony to the




i MydeHuuTBI. He 30BCiM neBHO, un Gyno ue
B p. 298-my un 306-my.

Byno 6 nomunkoto cnpunmaTt ponb
Hatanii B AQpiaHOBOMY CBig4Y€EHHIO
"ocnopfesi, ik BUsIB TOro poay aHaTnyHol
BipU, sika YMOXINUBNIOE TEPOPUCTAM-
CMepTHMKaM nommparu, i 3 coboto
3abupatn 6aratbox iHWKX xepT.. bes
cymHiBy CB. Hartaniq, sik i Matip N'ocnoga
HalLoro, nepexwuna Te, 4Yoro 6yB NpPoBICTMB
Cg. CnmeoH (Jlykn 2:35): meu
Hecka3aHHOro 60sIo NPOrHSAB i 1T cepue.
Ane BoHa, gk i My4eHuku, Bipoto 3ymina
OVBUTUCS BULLE ICNUTIB i CTpaXkaaHb
Cy4acHOro BiKy Ha HEMUHYyYe TOPXEeCTBO
ManbByTHBLOrO BiKy, AKOro BU3HAEMO B
Hikencbkomy Cumsoni Bipw.

Cs. AgpisiH noceig4mB npo
©e33MiHHY aKTyarnbHICTb LibOro CnofiBaHHs
CBOIM XUTTAM. A HaTanis Takox 3acHyna B
[locnoai HeBOOB3i, BigMOBUBLUM LSOO 3
BiliCbKOBMM MonkosoaueM. |i gictanacs
pyka AdpisHa i BoHa Tpumana ii 3 coboto,
Ak CeaTti Molwui 4o cBoeT cMmepTi. Ii Myx e
pa3 HaBigaB ii y BUAiHHI0, LWo6 CnoBicTUTK
11, O 1 BOHa ckopo Byae pasoM 3 HUM.
PeluTa rioro ocrtaHkiB, SIK i OCTaHKM NOro
cniB-My4eHukiB 3abpaB XpUCTUSIHWH, LLO
Ha3uBaBcs €BceBin, Ao Apriponyna
6n13bko M. BizaHTii (ni3Hiwe
neperimeHoBaHe Ha KOHCTaHTMHOMOSb, a
TenepiwHsa Ha3ea - Ctambyn). MepeagaHHsA
Kaxke, Lo caMe TaMm, Ha rpobi CBOro myxa,
Cs. HaTtanis MmupHo nepegana cBin gyx
Focnoaesi, wob 6yTn 3 HUM HaBikn B Oceni,
AKy BiH npurotysas ans Hux. Ii Mo
nepebysatotb y Cobopi Cs.. JlaBpeHTia B
Minani B ITanil.

Mu nommnHaemo uux CBATUX
My4eHukiB pa3oM, X044 He pa3oM BOHMU
nocTpaxganu — a Hatanii Mmy4yeHnuTBO
6yno 6e3kpoBHUM. Y HaWoMy NiTyprinHoMy
CBATKyBaHHI iX, HaTanii 3a0xo4eHHs CBOro
cynpyra, AgpisiHa, 6yTu BipHMM [Mocnogesi,
HaCBITMIOETLCA B KOHTPACTI 4O CMOKYCK
Anama €soo. Ii iM’s BKasye, 110 BOHa
Hapoaunacs Ha npasHuK S3UYHKUKIB M. H.
«[iec conic iHBiKTyC» («[leHb NepeMOoXXHOro
COHUSA»), Sk 6yB npoobpasom CesTa

Lord as an expression of the sort of
fanatical faith which enables suicide
bombers to die — and take many others
with them. There is no doubt that St.
Natalia, like the Mother of our Lord,
experienced that which St. Simeon had
foretold (Luke 2:35): the sword of anguish
piercing her heart. Yet, like the Martyrs
she, by faith, could see beyond the trials
and tribulations of the present age to the
triumph of the age that is to come, which
we proclaim in the Nicene Creed.

St. Adrian attested to the reality of
that vision with his life. Natalia, too, fell
asleep in the Lord soon after, refusing to
marry an army commander. She had
obtained Adrian’s hand which she kept
near her as a Holy Relic until her repose.
Her husband once more appeared to her
in a vision to tell her that she would soon
be with him. The rest of his remains, as
also those of his fellow Martyrs, were
taken by a Christian named Eusebius to
Argyropoulis near Byzantium (later
Constantinople, and now Istanbul).
Tradition says that it was there, upon the
tomb of her husband, that St. Natalia
peacefully surrendered her spirit to the
Lord, to be with her spouse forever in the
Mansion He had prepared for them. Her
Relics are kept in the Basilica of St.
Lawrence in Milan, Italy.

We commemorate both these
Martyrs together even though they did not
die together — and Natalia’s Martyrdom
was without blood. In our liturgical
celebration of them, Natalia’s
encouragement of her partner, Adrian, to
be faithful to the Lord, is contrasted to the
temptation of Adam by Eve. Her name
indicates that she was born on the pagan
feast “Dies solis invictus” (The Day of the
Invincible Sun), which was the forerunner
of the Feast of the Nativity of the true Sun
of Righteousness, Jesus. Natalia’'s
faithfulness encourages those who follow
Jesus to remain steadfast in the face of
temptations to stray from Him. She thus
follows the example of Mary, the Mother
of Jesus (whose pain is also mentioned in




HapomxeHHs cnpaBxHboro CoHus
CnpasegnueocTi, Icyca. BipHictb Hatanii
3ao0xou4ye HacnigyeadiB Icyca 6yTtn
CTIMKMMW, KON NPUXOAATb CMOKYCU
BiacTynaTu Big Hboro. | Tak BoHa Hacnigye
npvknag Mapii, Matepi Icyca (6inb sikoi
TaKoX 3raflyeTbCs B NITYPrilHUX TEKcTax).
Lli BipHi Jo4kn €Bn, Mapis boropoguus i
My4enunua Hatanis, npunmaroTb yyacTb y
BUMpaBneHHi HegocTadi IXHbOT maTepi — y
3BepLUeHin cnacatouin gii CuHa Mapii, gka
3a nepegaHHam NpasocnasHol Liepksu
nepeTBOpPIOE NepLly napy nioacbky, Agama
n €BW, 3 HEMOCNYLWHUX IPILLHMKIB HA
po3kasHux CBATUX.

AJpisiH po3ainse csoe iM'a 3
Pumcbkum imnepatopom AgpisHom (76-138
p. B.), Aknin konmck OyB BUPILLMB Ha3aBXau
cteptn CeaTte Micto Epycanmm 3 o6nu4us
3eMni, Aarym Moro HamiCHMKOBI Ha3BY
Aeniga KanitoniHa, B YeCTb CBOIO i
ronioBHoro Pumcbkoro 6ora, KOnitepa
KanitoniHa. A Epycanum gani Taku iCHye i
nanixunee n Bipa Toro, Akuin nnakas Hag
HuM nepeg Ceoimu XKutteganHumm
CTpacTtamu — Ta 1 NpoBICTMB NMpOo 4Yac, Konu
Lie MiCTO 3HOBY BUronocuTb Momy:
«bnarocnoseHHun, X10 nge B flocnogHe
Im'a»(Jykn 13:35). CB. AgpisH gae
HaUrnNMoLLYy NoLUaHy 1N NOKIMOHIHHA LbOMY
IMEHi | TaKMM YNHOM pPOBUTL CBATUM i
LiHHAM | Te iM’s1, sike BiH po3ainse 3
OpyTtanbHnum BorobopHMM iMnepaTopomMm.

3a MonuTtBamu UMX NpaBedHUX i
BipHMX MyyeHukiB, Hexau i Mun, pas3om 3
HaLIMMK POAMHAMM | HALLMMW 3EMAAMN,
Gyaemo 6narocnoBeHHi Bipoto, L0
NepeTBOPIOE XKUTTS, @ TAKOXK | MOCNYLUHICTIO
0o Haworo Nocnoaa — i Tak xan
npucnilyeTbea aeHe npuwects Moro
BiYHOro Llapctea no BCiin BCeneHHi.
AMiHb.0.

the liturgical texts for this
commemoration). These faithful
Daughters of Eve, Mary the Theotokos
and Natalia the Martyr, help to correct the
fault of their mother - as part of the perfect
redemptive work of Mary’s Son, which, in
the tradition of the Orthodox Church,
accomplishes the transformation of this
first couple, Adam and Eve, from
disobedient sinners into penitent Saints.

Adrian shares the name of the
Roman Emperor, Hadrian (76-138 A.D.),
who determined to forever obliterate the
Holy City, Jerusalem, from the earth,
renaming its successor Aeolia Capitolina,
in his own honour and that of the chief
Roman god, Jove (Jupiter) Capitolinus.
Jerusalem survives and so does the Faith
of the One Who wept over it prior to His
life-giving Passion - and foretold a time
when the city would say to Him once
more: “Blessed is He Who comes in the
Name of the Lord” (Luke 13:35). St.
Adrian offers the deepest honour and
adoration to that Name and thus makes
the name he shares with the brutal, God-
defying emperor precious and holy as
well.

Through the Prayers of these
righteous and faithful Martyrs may we,
too, as well as our families and our lands
be blessed with life-transforming faith and
obedience to our Blessed Lord and hasten
the manifest coming of His eternal
Kingdom over all the cosmos. Amen..




