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Bosnooumupceka (Kueeo-
BuwzopoOocbKa) IkoHa boscoi
Mamepi

Vladimir (Kyiv-Vyshhorod) Icon
of the Mother of God

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«MepexpecTuBCA, 4OoTKM B3AB.../ | 32
YkpaiHy monutucbk/ Ctapum 4yepHeub
nowkaHanbas.» (Tapaca LLleBYeHka
«YepHeub», ae Kob3ap yasnsae noxuni
nita NonkoBHuka CemeHa Manis y
Mexuripcbkomy MoHacTupi B
Buwropogi)

Ha 3 4epBHSA 3a rpuropiaHCbknUm
KaneHgapem (ue — 21-ro TpaBHS 3a
ONiaHCBbKMM) MU CBATKYEMO YyOOTBOPHY
IkoHy Boxoi MaTepi Bigomy, K
«Bonogumupcbka». BoHa cTana ogHieto 3
HarmBigomiwunx npasocnaBHux IkoH. Men
['i6CoH, BinoMuii aupekTop dinbmy
«Ctpacrti Xpuctosi» (“The Passion of the
Christ”) HaBiTb NPUAHAB BMPI3KY 3 Hel, AK
noroTun gns ceBoeil ipMy NpogyKuii Ta

“He crossed himself, his beads took
up.../ And then away, for Ukraine to
pray,/ The grizzled monk limped off”
(Taras Shevchenko’s “Chernets’”,
imagining Polkovnyk Semen Paliy’s
latter years in the Mezhyhirs’kyy
Monastery at Vyshhorod)

On June 3 on the Gregorian
calendar (which is May 21 on the Julian) we
celebrate the miracle-working Icon of the
Mother of God commonly known as the
“Vladimir Icon”. It has become one of the
most famous of Orthodox Icons. A crop of it
was even adopted by Mel Gibson, the
renowned director of The Passion of the
Christ, as the logo for his film production
and distribution company lcon Productions
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pO3MNOBCIOLKEHHSA QoinbMiB, Icon
Productions LLC.

IkoHy no6oxHO NpunucytoTb CB.
Anoctony Jlyui Skui, sIK KaxyTb, Hanucas
1T Ha goLui Big cTony, Ha sikoMy ina
Cesara PoguHa. Konn Mapia nobauvna i,
BOHA, 9K KaXKyTb, BUKNUKHYNa: «Big vacy
LbOro BCi poan MeHe 3a bnaxeHHy
BBaxxaTumyTk! Bnarogats CuHa Moro i
mMos ByayTb Ha Uin IkoHi». KaTtanor onucy
B TpeTbAKOBCbLKiN ranepei B Mocksi, oe
IkoHa npobysae 3 1930-ro p. (3 1999-ro p.
B My3enHoMy 3ani B CBATO-
Mwukonaiscekin Llepken B Tonmavax B
ranepei) nuwe: «Heigomun ikoHonucelb,
noyaTky 12-ro ctonitT4 ... [lepwa TpeTuHy
12-ro cTonitTa».

IKOHa 3 poay, Lo Ha3nBaeTbCA
«HixHicTb» (no-rpeubkn «Eneyca» a Ha
LIepPKOBHO-CINOB'AHCLKY «YMiNeHie»), Tak
sIK BOHa 306paky€e iHTMMHWI 3B'A30K
nobos.i mixx Mapieto Ta it CuHom. Icyc
Tynutb CBoO Wivky o Ceoei Matepi, i
oroptae CBO€E py4Koto LWuto ii. Y Bupas
Mapii — rmmboknn cnokin Ta MOXXHa TakoX
6auntu TypboTy nNpo ceoro AnTuHy. BuaHo
rony Hory Icyca - Haragye ue Ham
npopoutBo 3 Knurn byTT4a (3:15), e bor
Kaxke cnokycHuky, CataHi: «BiH (CnH
>KiHkn) 3iTpe TOGi ronosy, a TM 6ygew
xanutn Woro B n'aty». CBOIiMM LinioWmmm
Ctpactamu, Nocnogb pynHye Bnagy
ausaBona, ane Le nos'ssaHe 3
HEBMMOBHWUM CTpaXgaHHsaM, skoro Mapis
po3ginse 3i ceoiM CuHom boxecTBeHHUM.

BipHiwe gonoBHUTK Ha3ByY IKOHK
«Bonogumupcbka» cnosamu «Kuicbka-
Buwropoacekay, TOMy LLO, HE3anexHo Bif
I noxomxeHHs, [koHy nogapysas
MaTtpiapx KOHCTAHTUHOMOMBCHKUIA
(wsmaLwe 3a Bce, IeaH I1X) B 1131-my p.
Cs. Mctucnasy Bonogmmuposuya | (CuHy
Bigomoro Benukoro KHassa Kniscbkoro
Bonogummpa MoHomaxa) Benukoro, sikui
Toni 6yB Benuknm Knasem KniBcbkum (BiH
TaKoX - OOHUM 3 NpeakiB 6puTaHcbKol
MoHapxii). IkoHa 36epiranacs y MoHacTupi
Mexwuripcbkomy 6ina Buwropoaa,
niBHiyHoro nepegmicta Knesa (Hassa

LLC.

The Icon is piously attributed to the
Holy Apostle Luke who is said to have
written it on the board of the table on which
the Holy Family ate. When Mary saw it, she
is said to have exclaimed: “Henceforth all
generations shall call me blessed. The
Grace of My Son and myself shall be upon
this lcon”. The catalogue description in the
Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow where the
Icon has remained since 1930 (as of 1999,
in St. Nicholas’ Hall Museum Church in
Tolmachy in the Gallery) reads: “Unknown
icon painter, early 12th century...First third
of the 12th century”.

The Icon is of the sort called
“Tenderness” (in Greek “Eleousa” and in
Church Slavonic “Umileniye”), since it
portrays the intimate bonds of love between
Mary and her Son. Jesus presses His
cheek to his Mother’s and curls His hand
around her neck. Mary’s expression is
peaceful yet one may also see concern for
her Child. Jesus’ bare foot is seen —
reminding us of the prophecy in Genesis
3:15 in which God tells the tempter, Satan:
“He (the Woman’s Son) will crush your
head and you will strike His heel”. By His
life-giving Passion, the Lord destroys the
power of the devil, yet this involves
inexpressible suffering, which Mary shares
with Her Divine Son.

It is more accurate to add the words
“Kyiv-Vyshhorod” to the “Vladimir” title, for,
whatever its origins, the Icon was given by
the Patriarch of Constantinople (most likely
John IX) in 1131 to St. Mstyslav |
Volodymyrovych (son of the renowned
Great Knyaz’ of Kyiv, Volodymyr
Monomakh) the Great, who was the Great
Knyaz’ of Kyiv at the time (he is also one of
the ancestors of the British monarchy). The
Icon was kept in the Mezhyhir'ya Monastery
near Vyshhorod, a northern suburb of Kyiv
(its name means “upstream of the city”),
where the rulers of Kyiv resided, beginning




0O3Ha4ae «Bropy 3a Teuieto Big MicTa»), ge
npoxwneanu npasuteni Kneesa, nounHaoum
Big CB. Obrn. MoHacTup 3acHyBaB CB.
Mwuxawnsno |, nepwun Mutpononut
KuiBcbkmii nicns XpeweHHs KniBcbkol
Pyci.

Bpat CB. McTtucnagea, tOpin |
[loBropyknin, NoTiM 3amiHMB NOro Ha
npectoni Kuesi. Knnyka «Josropykuniny,
BigHOCUTbLCA A0 ambiTHOI Baadyi KOpis, Tak
sIK, Xo4a noro 6aTtbko, Bonogummp
MoHomax, HagicnaB Moro ynpaBnaTu
3eMnsIMKU Ha NiBHIYHUN-cXia Bia Knesa - i
BiH HaBiTb YBaXXa€eTbCHA 3aCHOBHUKOM
MockBu - BiH TUM He MEHLL XXaaas i
npecton Kuniscbknii i ABiYi 3406yB 1ioro.
BiH uaptoBaB Tam 3 BepecHs 1149 no
kBiTeHb 1151, a noTim 3 6epesHsa 1155 no
TpaBeHb 1157. B xogi uboro gpyroro
TepMminy KOpin gaB 3emMro HaBKOMO
MoHacTups, To6TO Buwropon, cBoemy
cnHoBi CB. AHapito boromntobebkomy i Lie X
AHpapin i HagaB MoHacTupto 1noro im's.
Enitet «borontobcbkniny noxoauTb Bif
MiCTa, IKOro BiH 3aCHyBaB Ha LUNAXy Ha
niBHiv 0o CysganbCcbkux 3emerns B 1155-
My p. (Tak K BiH He no6bus KuiB), Hoca4un
3 cob00 A4OPOroLiHHY Lo IKOHY (OCb TyT).

AHOpiIN NpuMiIcTMB |iKOHY B MICTI
Bonogumupy (skun 6yB HasBaHW Ha
YyecTb CBOro aiga, Bonogummpa
MoHpomaxa, - € TakKi, SKi KaXyTb, WO BOHO
OyB Tak Ha3BaHe Taku B 4YeCTb NOro giga
npagiga, camoro Cs. Bonogumupa
Benwkoro). BiH nobyayeas 4ynoBui
YcneHcbkun cobop ocobnueo ang
PO3MILLIEHHSI IKOHW, | CaMe 3 LM MICTOM,
Lo iKOHY Han4yacTile acoLitolTb.

IkoHa 3anuwanacs y Bonogumunpi oo
1395-ro p., Konu Bigomuin TamepnaH (ro-
Typeubku, Tumyp-Akcak, To6To Tumyp, Big
TIOpKCbKoro "demip”, Lo o3Havae
«3ani3o», Kp neun), akmi mpiss npo
BigHOBMEHHS iMnepii YiHric-xaHa,
HacTynaB Ha Mocksy. [Mo6oxHa icTopis
kaxke, Wwo Benunkun KHa3b MockoBCbKui,
Bacunin dumutpiesny (cuHa Ce.
OumunTpia JoHcbKoro, sikun 6yB nepLinm
MOCKOBCBKUM KHA3eM, KM BIAKPUTO OaB

with St. Or'ha. The Monastery had been
founded by St. Michael I, the first
Metropolitan of Kyiv after the Baptism of
Kyivan Rus'.

St. Mstyslav’s brother, Yuriy |
Dovhorukyy, later succeeded him on the
throne of Kyiv. The nickname
“Dovhorukyy”, i. e. “long-arms”, refers to
Yuriy’s ambitious character, since, although
his father, Volodymyr Monomakh, had sent
him to govern the lands northeast of Kyiv —
and he is even considered to be the
founder of Moscow - he nonetheless
coveted the throne of Kyiv and won it twice.
He reigned there from September 1149 to
April 1151 and then again from March 1155
to May 1157. During this second term Yuriy
gave the land around the Monastery,
Vyshhorod, to his son St. Andriy
Boholyubs’kyy and it was Andriy who gave
the Monastery its name. The epithet
“Boholyubs’kyy” comes from a town he
founded on his way north to Suzdal’ in 1155
(since he did not like Kyiv), taking the
precious Icon with him: (click here).

Andriy installed the Icon in the city of
Vladimir (which was named after his
grandfather, Volodymyr Monomakh - there
are some who say it was so hamed after
his grandfather’s great-grandfather, St.
Volodymyr the Great himself). He built the
magnificent Dormition Cathedral especially
to house the Icon, and it is with this city that
the Icon is most commonly associated.

The Icon remained in Vladimir until
1395, when the renowned Tamerlane (in
Turkish, Timur-Aksak, i.e. Timur, from
Turkic “demir” which means “iron”, the
Lame), who dreamed of restoring the
empire of Genghis Khan, was advancing
upon Moscow. Pious history says the Great
Knyaz’ of Moscow, Vasyliy Dymytriyevych
(son of St. Dymytriy of the Don, who was
the first Moscow Knyaz’ to openly challenge
Mongol authority in the lands of Northern
Rus’), prayed tearfully before the Icon, and
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BUKITMK BNadi MOHIOSIbCbKiN Ha 3eMnsxX
MMiBHi4HOT Pyci), 3i cnbo3amn Monmecs
nepen, IkoHO, SKy BiH nepesi3 o Mocksu
ana 3axucty micta. | Tumyp, nicnsa cHy, B
sAKOMY Benun4yHa XXiHka Ha BepLUKHI
BENUKOT ropy Hakasana nomy 3anuiimnTu
MiCTO B CMOKOI, 3aBEpPHYB CBOI BilICbKa i
BiginLWoB. |kOHY NOTiM NnoBepHynu B
Bonogumup, a B 1480-my p. ii 3HOBY
poctasunu B MockBy Ang 3axucTy MicTa
Bify TaTapCbKOi HaBanu, i BOHa
3anuwmnacs Tam 4o Lux nip.

BbaraTto nogin gepxasu Pocii
BigOyrnocsa B NpUCYTHOCTI
Bonognmupcbkol [koHn. KaxyTb, Wwo
HaBiTb CTaniH, XXOPCTOKNA AMKTaTop-
aTeict PagaHcbkoro Coto3y, 3BeniB OyB 3
IKOHOIO NPONETITN HaBKoMO MicTa B 1941-
MYy p. AN 3aXUCTY Bif HacTynar4ymnx
riTnepiBCbKNX BINCLK, @ NOTIM | 4O3BONNB
(peTenbHO KOHTPOSILOBAHE) BiAPOAYKEHHS
lMpaBocnas's.

IkOoHa, 3BMYaNHO, €, NO CYTI, Hi
POCINCBLKOLO, Hi YKPATHCLKOHO, Hi
Bi3aHTincbKoto. Lle Mapia nopy4yae Ham
cBoro CuHa, i ue Icyc nopyyae Cebe i
Csoto Marip ycbomy cBiTy. Mu BCi
3anpoLleHi B Len TiCHUI 3B'A30K JO0OBI |
CMiNbHUX CTpaXAaHb - Wo6b Mu Mornu
BBIITM TAKOX Yy BIYHY pagiCcTb "XuUTTs
ManbyTHbOro Biky". PagicTb i nepemora He
npuxoasTb 6e3 NMoboBi Ta CTpaXaaHHS.
Ta BOHUW, ogHaK, Takm NpuxoasTb!

Moxnunso, M1 Mornn 6 3aBBaXXMTU LitO
Hagito, B sIKi CTpaXKgaHHS | nepemoru
nepennitawTbCcsa Mk coboto, y
npekpacHomy BipLi Tapaca LeByeHka
«YepHeLb», AKOro Hanmcae Ha BUTHaHHI, B
AAKOMY BiH yaBnsie cobi Ko3aka,
nonkoBHuka CemeHa lNanisa (akun, 6yay4mn
YKpalHCbKMM NaTpioTOM, TpariyHo
3HanLWoBCcA Ha cTopoHi MNeTpa |y
MonTaBcbKii OUTBI NPOTYM iHLWOrO
yKpaiHCbKoro naTpiota, [eTbmaHa IBaHa
Masenun) B MOro octaHHix pokax, sk
yepHeub Mexuripcbkoro MoHacTup4:
«[lMepexpecTtumBcs, YOTKM B34B.../ | 3a
YkpaiHy monutuce/ Ctapuin YepHeLb
nowkaHamnbas» (OCb TYT).

had it brought to Moscow to protect the city.
And Tamerlane, dreaming that a majestic
Woman on the top of a great mountain
commanded him to leave the city alone,
turned his armies around and departed.
The Icon was eventually returned to
Vladimir, but in 1480 it was again brought
to Moscow for protection from Tatar
invasion and it has remained there ever
since.

Many state events of Russia have
taken place in the presence of the Vladimir
Icon. It is said that even Stalin, the cruel
and atheistic dictator of the Soviet Union,
had the Icon flown around the city in 1941,
for protection against the advancing Nazi
forces, and afterwards permitted the
(carefully-controlled) re-emergence of
Orthodox Christianity.

The Icon, of course, is, in its
essence, neither Russian, nor Ukrainian,
nor Byzantine. It is Mary sharing her Son
with us, and it is Jesus, sharing Himself and
His Mother with the world. We are all
invited into this intimate relationship of love
and shared suffering — so that we may
enter also into the eternal joy of “the life of
the age to come”. The joy and the victory
do not come without love and suffering.
They, are, however, coming!

Perhaps we can read some of this
hope, in which suffering and victory are
intertwined, in Taras Shevchenko’s lovely
poem “Chernets” (“The Monk”), written in
exile, as he imagines the Kozak, Polkovnyk
(Colonel) Semen Paliy (who, a Ukrainian
patriot, had, tragically, found himself on the
side of Tsar Peter | in the battle of Poltava
against another Ukrainian patriot, Hetman
Ivan Mazepa) in his latter years as a Monk
of the Mezhyhir'ya Monastery: “He crossed
himself, his beads took up.../ And then
away, for Ukraine to pray,/ The grizzled
monk limped off”. (Here:= my translation).
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