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«BiH BMpIC Nip TBOEKO PYKOIO i NOCNYXXNUB
T06i, Tenep nepena Moro Ham»
(NMpoxaHHsa 6parTii KueBo-lMeuepckoi
Naspwu po Npenono6Horo deopnocin)

Ha 10-ro TpaBHs (3a rpMropiaHCbKum
KaneHgapem — To6To 27-ro KBiTHS 3a
HONiaHCbKNM) CBATKYEMO NaM'aTb YKPATHCbKOro
CesTtoro OTus 11-ro Biky. Lle — NMpenono6bHum
CrenaH, TperTiii IrymeH Kneso-lNeuepcbkoi
JlaBpu, skuin noTtim 6yB i ENMckonom
Bonogmmmnp-BonunHcekoro.

€AnHe, WO 3HAEMO NMPO MOro paHHi
pOKM L, WO BiH 3 ANTUHCTBA BUXOBYBaBCH
npu Kneso-lNeyepcokin JlaBpi nig onikoto i
apyroro Irymena, NpenogobHoro ®eoaocis.
Mi3HiWwe BiH CTaB AOMECTUKOM YN YCTaBLINKOM,
To6TO BigNOBIAANBHUM 3a NopsaAok Bignpas y
MoHacTtupi. Yacom nomy gopydas Cs. ®eogocin
BMIOMIOWYBATU AYXOBHI NOBYaHHSA 6paTii

Konu npurotosnseca ®eonocin
3anmwaTty 3eMHy obuTenb YyeHui niginwnv go
HbOro 3 NPOXaHHAM Ha3zHauynTu CTtenaHa CBOIM
HaMiCHMKOM. BoHU rosopuan: «BiH BUpiC nig

“He was raised under your care and
served you; now give him to us.”
(Request of the Brethren of the Kyivan

Cave Lavra to St. Theodosius)

On May 10 (Gregorian Calendar -
which is April 27 on the Julian) we
commemorate a Ukrainian Holy Father from
the eleventh century. It is the Venerable
Stephen, third Abbot of the Kyivan Cave
Monastery (Kyyivo-Pechers’ka Lavra), who
later was the Bishop of Volodymyr-Volyns'kyy.

All that we know about his early years
is that he was raised from early childhood at
the Kyivan Cave Monastery under the tutelage
of its second Abbot, the Venerable Theodosius.
Eventually he became the “"domesticus”
(“ustavshchyk” — the person responsible for
preparing the order of Services) for the
Monastery. Sometimes he was entrusted by
St. Theodosius to address the brethren with
spiritual exhortations.

When Theodosius was preparing to
depart from his earthly domain, the Monks
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TBOEI pYKOO i nocnyxus Tobi, Tenep nepeaan
moro Ham». Cnosa Ui 6ynn HeMoB 6un
npopounmmn, 60 x y cBih yac Ce. CtenaH i
ctynmB 3a CB. ®eonociem y HebecHi Oceni i
TaM BiYHO XKBe, WOH6 3acTynaTncs 3a CBOK
nacTey B XpUCTi.

Ta nepen TMM MYCiB BiH nepeHecTu
OEsIKi BUKITMKN Y CBOEMY XUTTi. CB. ®eopgocin
Tak i nepegaB MOMY OMiKy Hag MOro YepHeuyor
nacTeoto, i 0cobanBO 3aknMKaB NOro
3aBepwunTn 6ynosy JlaBpcbKkoro
KadenpanbHoro Cobopy B YecTb YCNeHHs
Boxoi MaTepi. byno ue 1074 p. I 3a Tpu poku
Irymen CtenaH Tak i 3giicHmB U0 6yaoBy, 3a
BMHATKOM He3Ha4YHUX AeTanis, 4yaoBOro
Cobopy (sKoro CTaniHCbKUnM pexunMm Bncagms y
noBiTpsa 6ombamm nigyac Apyroi CBiTOBOI BiliHW
no 3anmHaTTI0O Knesa Hauuctamu, a
BinbyayBann 3a cyBepeHHOi YKpaiHu nicns
po3Bany PagsiHcbkoi iMnepii). YeHuiB nepesis
0. CtenaH y aepeB’siHi Kenii Hepganeko Big,
Cobopy. [ekinbkox 3annwme y MNeyepax, wob
XOPOHUN NOKIMHUKIB i CAYXWUIN WOAEHHI
NiTyprii 3a cnokin ixHix Ayw.

Ta Haginwos we 6inbwnii BUKNKK.
Yomycb y 1078 p. yeHui JlaBpu ctanu
HacCTiNbKW BOpOXe HacTasneHi npotun CrtenaHa,
Wo BiH, paan crnokoto MoHacTupsi, MycCiB He
TiNIbKW yCTynuUTU 3 nocTa IrymeHa, ane HaBiTb
3annwunTn JlaBpy.

Ak BipHUM yuyeHb CB. ®eopocis, o.
CTtenaH NpuUMHAB Le NPUHMXKXEHHS 3i CMOKOEM
AyLWi i MONIMBCS 3a CBOIX CYNPOTUBHUKIB. BiH
3HaWLWoB po3paay i NiATPUMKY 3i CTOPOHMU
KHSKUX POANH, MiX 9KMMK BYNo 4yMMano moro
OYXOBHUX gdiTeN. 3a IXHbOK AOMNOMOroK BiH
BCTUI 3aCHYBaTW iHWKNIM MOHaCTUp Ha ypoumLLi
Knosi B KMeBi Ha Apyrii CTOPOHI ropu Ha AKin
MmicTunacs JlaBpa, Ao sikoi BiH gani 6ys
rnMboko AyXOBHO NpuB’a3aHuii. BiH NnocBATUB
uen MoHactup lMonoxeHHo Pusn Boxoi MaTepi
y BnaxepHax, 60 x rpeubki 6yaiBHnui 3
KoHcTaHTuHONONSA, wo npubynu 6yayeaTtu
Naepcbkuinn Cobop, npnbynun 3a HaCTaHOBOIO
Boxoi MaTepi, ka 6yna nossunacs y Xpami
BnaxepHCbKOMY — 3 4Oro NOBCTaa0 NoONynspHe
CeaTo Ii CeaToi Mokposu.

Cs. CTenaH BCTAHOBMB Y LbOMY
MoHacTupi Te x came NpaBuio, ke NpUNHAB
6yB Big CB. ®eopocis. Ha xanb BnaxepHo-
KnoBcbkunii MoHacTMp He A0Bro npoicHysaB 60
Xy 1096 p. NOro 3HMLWMAM NOAOBLi, KOUOBUKHN
TIOPKCbKOro noxoaxeHHs. Ax dyepes 700 pokis
Ha TOMY X Micui nobyaysanu yuyuauwe ans

approached him with the request to name
Stephen as his successor. They said: “He was
raised under your care and served you; now
give him to us.” These words may be seen as
prophetic since St. Stephen in his own time
followed St. Theodosius into the heavenly
realms and ever lives to intercede for his flock
in Christ.

However, there were challenges for him
to undergo before that time came. St.
Theodosius did indeed entrust him with the
care of his monastic flock, particularly
exhorting him to complete the building of the
Lavra Cathedral in honour of the Dormition of
the Mother of God. This was in 1074. And
within three years Abbot Stephen did indeed
see to the completion, except for some minor
details, of the magnificent Cathedral
(destroyed by bombs by the Stalinist regime
in the second world war after the Nazis
occupied Kyiv and rebuilt by sovereign Ukraine
after the fall of the Soviet Empire). The Monks
were moved from the Caves into wooden
structures built around the Cathedral. A few
were left to live in the Caves to bury the dead
and to serve daily Liturgies for the repose of
their souls.

A greater challenge was to come his
way. For some reason, in 1078, the Monks of
the Lavra became so antagonistic towards
Stephen that he was compelled, for the peace
of the Monastery, not only to give up the post
of Abbot but even to actually depart from the
Lavra.

As a true disciple of St. Theodosius, Fr.
Stephen accepted this humiliation with peace
of soul, praying for his opponents. He found
consolation and support from the princely
families, many of whom were his spiritual
children. With their aid he was able to
establish another Monastery, on the Klov
hillside in Kyiv on the other side of the Lavra,
to which he remained profoundly spiritually
attached. He dedicated this Monastery to the
Placing of the Robe of the Mother of God at
Blachernae, since the Greek masters from
Constantinople, who came to build the Lavra
Cathedral, did so at the behest of the Mother
of God, Who had appeared at the Church of
Blachernae - giving rise to the popular Feast
of Her Protecting Veil ("Svyata Pokrova”).

In this Monastery St. Stephen
instituted the same discipline as he had
learned from St. Theodosius. Alas the




XIHOK i XpaM Ha yecTb BnaxepHcbkoi Boxol
MarTepi.

Konu ynokoieca €nmnckon Bonognmunp-
BonuHcbkuii y 1090 p. Benukuin KHsasb C..
Bonognmup i Kuiscbknin Mutpononut IeaH
noroanncs, Wo Moro Micue NMoBUHEH 3alHATHU
Cs. CtenaH. Mutpononut IBaH BUCBATMB MOIro
Ha Uen NOCT i BiH Ha HbOMY CNYXWUB 6JMCKYy4YO
aXk A0 MOoro ynokoeHHs 10-ro TpaBHA/27-ro
KBiTHA 1094 p.

MaB BiH yTiXy B LbOMY nepioai
NPUIHATK y4acTb Yy NepeHeceHHi Mowis CB.
®eopnocis 3 Neuep B YcneHcbkuin Cobop, SKoro
BiH 6yB nobyayeas. OgHoro aHs CrenaH
nobaumB ACHY 30pto, AKa 3iiwna Hag JlaBpoto.
BiH WBMAKO OAArHYBCS, CiB HAa KOH4 i Noixas 3i
CBOIM yyHeM KnnuMeHTOM A0 MoHacTups, 9KOro
BiH 6yB KONucb IrymeHoM. Konun BoHU
Habnmxanucs iM BuaaBanocs, LWo BoHU bayaTb
b6araTo CBiYOK, SIKi CBiTATbLCA Haa MNeyepamu.
Ta Konn BOHU NpubYNnN CBIYKM 3HUKAU | BOHU
3p0O3yMinu, wo ue 6aunnm BOHM cnasy, aKy bor
naB CBoeMy YroaHunkoBi ®eogocito, 60 skpas y
TOW MOMEHT roro Tino 6ynn BMHECIN 00 BXoAY
Ao MNevep, wob nepeHectun noro ao Cobopy.

Boxni Bineub, SkuM € lyx Ceatun,
Piuka Xusoi Boaun, Aky bor gae CBoiM ntoasm,
3a Monuteu MpenogobHoro IrymeHa i
Bnagukun CtenaHa (ue iM’'a 03Ha4a€ «BiHELb>)
Kuiscbkoro i Bonoanmup-BonnHbCKOro,
NOAAETLCS YyCiM, XTO X0o4e MTK 3a focnoaom no
yepes LWoAEeHHI BUKINKW | pafoLli XUTTEBI. Hac
NOCTIMHO CYNnpOBOANTb BeNiM4esHe YNC/0 TakuxX
6naxxeHHUX CBigKiB, sIKi MOCTINHO 3a0X04YHOTb
Hac i MONATLCA 3a Hac.

Blachernae-Klov Monastery was not to endure
very long for in 1096 it was destroyed by an
invasion of the Polovtsi, a nomadic Turkic
people. It would be seven hundred years later
that a women’s collegium and Church
dedicated to the Blachernae Mother of God
would be built on the same location.

Upon the repose of the Bishop of
Volodymyr Volyns’kyy in 1090 the Great
Knyaz' St. Volodymyr and Kyivan Metropolitan
John, agreed together that he should be
succeeded by St. Stephen. Metropolitan John
ordained him to this post in which he served
with great distinction until his repose in the
Lord on May 10/April 27, 1094.

He had the consolation, during that
time, of taking part in the Translation of the
Relics of St. Theodosius from the Caves into
the Dormition Cathedral he had built. One day
Stephen saw a bright star rise over the Lavra.
He quickly dressed, mounted a horse, and
with his disciple, Clement, rode off to the
Monastery of which he had been the Abbot. As
they drew closer they seemed to see many
candles shining upon the Caves. When they
arrived the candles disappeared and they
knew that it was the glory God had given the
saintly Theodosius that they had seen, for just
at that moment his Body had been brought to
the entrance of the Caves for Translation to
the Cathedral.

The crowning Glory of God which is the
Holy Spirit, that River of Living Water, which
God gives to His people, through the prayers
of the Venerable Abbot and Bishop Stephen
(this name means “crown”) of Kyiv and
Volodymyr Volyns’kyy, is available to all who
are willing to follow our Lord through the daily
challenges and joys of life. We are ever
accompanied by a vast multitude of such
blessed Witnesses who continually encourage
us and pray for us.




