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~SAKwWo Bn MeHe nroburte, Moi 3anosiai
36epirante”(CnoBa Nocnopa bora i
Cnaca Haworo Icyca Xpucrta, IBaHa
14:15)

Ha 20-ro rpyaHsa 3a rpyropiaHCbKuM
kaneHgapem (LebTo 7-ro rpyaHs 3a
F01iaHCbKNUM) MU CBATKYEMO NaM'aTb
MpenogobHoro OTusa Haworo MNaena
Mocnywnueoro.

Mwu pgy>xe Masio 3HaEMO Mpo LUbOro
CsaToro. Te, WO HaM AaHO, MOXoAUTb BiA
KOPOTEHbLKOro JKUTTis1, AKe He NoAa€ aHi
CTOMITTS aHi Micus, Ae BiH cnyXxus Borosi.
HaToMmicTb BOHO 3raaye rioro rnmboky
CMUPEHHICTb Ta BiApeYeHHSs BiA4 BfacHOl
BONi Ha KopucTb Boni boxoi. Jo Toro, sk
BiH YCTYMUB Yy YepHeYe XNUTTS, YXKe B
Aospinomy Biui, Naeno 6ys cuHOM HaraTux
6aTbKiB.

Woro rnmboke eaHaHHsa 3 Bnaamkoto
BceneHHOi fano nomy xuTrs, ke
rnepesuwyBano 3eMHi kateropii. OgHoro
pasy, SK Kaxe HaM 1oro XKutris, Masno
MOMILLIAB KMMy4Yy CMOJTY CBOEKD X PYKOHO i
He 3a3HaB Bij LbOro Xo4HOi LWKoAMW.

IHWoro pa3sy aeski MOHaxXM Manan CyMHIiB

“If you love Me, keep My
commandments.” (The words of Our
Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ
in John 14:15)

On December 20 on the Gregorian
calendar (which is December 7 on the
Julian), we celebrate the memory of our
Venerable Father Paul the Obedient.

The little that is given to us about this
Saint is found in a very short Vita which
does not so much as give the century or
the place of his service to God. What is
noted is his profound humility and
renunciation of his own will to the will of
God. Prior to his entry into monastic life,
upon reaching maturity, he had been a
son of wealthy parents.

His deep identification with the Lord of
the Universe brought about a life which
transcended earthly categories. We are
told that on one occasion he stirred
boiling tar with his hand and was not
burned in the least.

On another occasion some monks had
doubts as to Paul’s true standing with
the Master. They were transported to
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WOo40 CrpaBXHbOro BiAHOLWEHHS MiX
Maenom i Focnogom. BoHn 6ynu nigHeceHi
Yy BUAiHHIO Ao Pato. TaM BOHU pO3MOBASIN
3 MaBnom i BiH A03BO/INB iM 3abpaTun 3
cob6010 riNnoyKky um KBiTOUKy. licns
BUAIHHA Ui pedi 3annwmnnunucs B iXHiX
pykax. MNoaibHe 3Haxoanmo B JXKuTtTii CB.
Cepadmma Caposcbkoro (1759-1833).

Hani 2Kutris Cs. NaBna Kaxe, WO nicns
LbOro, BiH noAaBcs B EpycasMMm a noTiM y
Kinp, ae i HactaB Moro 4ac nokuaaTtm
3eMHe xuTT4a. Ocb TaM, K KaXe noro
>KutTis, BiH no4vyB onoc OTus HebecHoro,
Akuin ckasas: ,Cxoab Ha ropy, Maene, i
npunMan KiHeub Xntra”.

Hasea ropu, Ha skili BiH MmaB 6u 6yB
3aBepLUINTU CBOE 3EMHE XUTTH, 3a Ui€0
po3noBsigat HasuBaeTbes ,lMaperopoc”,
Lo o3Ha4aEe ,BTiXa”. [Lle Takox ogHa 3
Ha3B YW acnekTiB, Y rpeubkin Micdonorii,
6oruni nobosi AdpoaiTn — a aeski acnekTu
B LWAHYBaHHIO i TAaKOX MoxeMo 6bauntu,
K «NpOTOEBaHrenito», To6To NiAroToBKY
[0 €BaHrenii, 3BiCTkM Npo BTiNeHoro bora,
npo skoro nuwe C.. IBaH: «bor € ntob6oB»
(I IaHa 4:8)]. Ymn AincHO iCHYE gecb y
3eMHili reorpadii Taka ropa 4u Hi, iges
3po3ymina: MNasno MNocnywnmeni yBinwWwos
y FocnogHiv cno4YnHOK, a ue — aincHa
BTiXa.

€ iHwwun MNpenogobHuin Maeno
Mocnywnuenin, skoro Mowi cnoymeatoTb y
BnnxHix Meuepax (CB. AHTOHIA) Yy Kneso-
Meuepcbkint Jlagpi (MOMILLYEMO TYT 3HIMKY
KoBuyera noro Mowei). KaxyTb, WO BiH
TaMm Tpyameca ang Focnoga y 13-my
cToniTTi. Moro nommHaemo Ha 10/23
BEpecHSs!, a TaKOoX Ha 28-ro BepecHs/11-
ro XXOBTHS, Ha [leHb NOMUHAaHHSA YCiX
OTuiB, Wo iXHi Mowi cnoynBatoTb B
Meuepax CB. AHTOHIA y JlaBpi.

Ha 5-ro kBiTHA 2005 p. 3apeecTtpyBanacs
y ceni YybuHcbkomy nig Knesom napadis
YkpaiHcbkoi lNMpaBocnaBHoi Liepksu
(Kniscbkoro lMaTtpiapxaTty) 3 Moro imeHem.
Ii napadisiHn TakoX 0cobanBO LWaHYIOTb
Maena YybumHcbkOro, TBOPLA
HauioHa/IbHOro cfiaBHA YKpaiHW, siKoro

Paradise in a vision. There they
conversed with Paul and he let them
take a twig or flower back with them.
When they emerged from the vision
they found these still in their hands.
Similar occurrences are related in

the Vita of St. Seraphim of Sarov (1759-
1833).

St. Paul’s Vita goes on to say that after
this he departed for Jerusalem and then
Cyprus, where his time came to depart
from his earthly sojourn. It was there,
says the Vita, that he heard the voice of
the Eternal Father saying: “Ascend the
mountain, Paul, and accept the end of
life”.

The name of the mountain on which he
is said to have departed this life is given
as “Paregoros” which (in Greek) means
“consolation”. [It is also one of the
names or aspects, in Greek mythology,
of the goddess of love Aphrodite — some
aspects of her veneration may also be
seen as a “protoevangelion”, i.e.
preparation for the Gospel, the message
about God Incarnate, about whom St.
John writes: “God is love” (I John 4:8)].
Whether or not such a mountain truly
exists in earthly geography, the
message is clear: Paul the Obedient at
last entered into the Lord’s rest, which is
solace indeed.

There is another Venerable Paul the
Obedient, whose Relics lie in the Near
Caves (of St. Anthony) of the Kyivan
Caves Monastery (we are publishing a
picture of his reliquary here), and who is
reported to have laboured in the Lord
there in the 13th century. He is
commemorated on September 10/23 as
well as on September 28/October 11,
the day of commemorating all the
Fathers whose Relics are to be found in
St. Anthony’s Caves of the Lavra.

On April 5, 2005, a Church congregation
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
(Kyivan Patriarchate) bearing his name
was registered in the village of




iM’a ¥ HOCUTb ceno.

Ui oBa NMoaBMXHUKK Criony4deHi. BoHn He
JiMwe MakTb Te X caMe iM’'a i TuTyn, ane
BOHUW HaragylTb HaM, WO A4nsa Toro, wob
cny>xuTtn bory i cnaButm I7Ioro, Tpeba 6yt
nocnywnveuM go Moro 3anosigeit. A ix
MO>XHa BMCIOBUTU OLHUM C/TOBOM:
LJ1obun”. M noknukaHi nobutn bora BciM
CBOIM ECTBOM i U0 N1t060B NposABAATU B
cnoBax Ta ginax nboBi y UbOMY CBITi.

Lle MOXXHa YMHUTK NuLle Yyepes NOCTINHY
nokopy nepen borom y Hawux cnoeax Ta
Ainax, Ta B CBOEMY MOCTiAHOMY
HaCTaBMEHHIO KasATUCS — TOH6TO y BCbOMY
Baasatuca oo bora i Ha Hboro ynosatu.
be3 ornsgy Ha Te, sika rnmnboka i aBHa
n6os, aky maemo ao Bora i Moro
CTBOPIiHHSA — a 1l MOCTINHO 30rpiBa€ y Hac
Oyx CBATUN, SKWUN HEBMWHHO AI€ Yy HacC -
nepeg HaMm 3aBXAWN CTENUTbCSH
HEeCKiHYeHUM Wnax HabnuxeHHs oo bora.
A ue - He maB 6u 6yTn NpmBOAOM A0
CMYTKY, asne HaBrnaku Ao 6e3MexHOoi
panocTi, 60 X 3pocTaTy B Ni3HABaHHIO
bora Ta €gHaHHIO 3 HUM,- Lie NOCTiHO
CTynaTu BCe ganblue i rnmbwe B
6e3MexHy paficTb Ta CMOBHEHHS HaLIoro
NOKMMKAHHSA CTaBaTu TUM, 4S1 4YOro MU

CTBOpeHi — 6e3mexHo ynobneni boxi gitn.

AMiHb.

Chubyns’ke near Kyiv. Its parishioners
are especially devoted to honouring
Pavlo Chubyns’kyy, author of the
Ukrainian national anthem, after whom
the village is named.

The two Ascetics are linked. Not only do
they have the same name and title, but
they also remind us that the way to
serve and give glory to God is to be
obedient to His commandments. These
are summed up in the word: “love”. We
are all called to love God with our whole
being, and this love is to be manifest in
loving words and acts in this world.

The only way to accomplish this vocation
is by continual submission to God: by
our words and actions, and by our
penitential attitude — a continual turning
to Him in all things. No matter how
profound and manifest is the love we
have for God and His creation - and this
is ever inspired by the Holy Spirit Who
continually works within us - there
always remains an infinite road before
us. This infinity must not be seen as a
source of sorrow, but rather of the
greatest joy, since to grow in the
knowledge of, and union with, God is to
move ever forward into bliss and the
fulfillment of who we are truly created to
be, the infinitely beloved children of
God. Amen.




