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NMpenogo6Huni Maicin,
IrymeH YrnmubKuim

Venerable Paisius, Abbot
of Uglich

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw

kutash@unicorne.org

«Myx cunbHuli dyxom, crnaeHull y4umersb
cesstmocmi i npedueHuli Yydomeopeus ...” (3
Xummisi lpenodo6Hoezo Maicis)

Ha 19-ro yepBHs 3a rpuropiaHcbLKMM
KaneHgapem (ue — 6-ro YepBHS 3a oriaHCBLKUM)
MU cBATKyemo nam'aTe [MpenogobHoro lNaicis
YrnunubKoro, NpaBoCnaBHOrO YeHus, LWwo
Tpyauecs Ansa focnoga B CBOEMY MOKMMKAHHIO
BnpogoBx 96 niT. Ha uen xe aeHb BiH
ynokoisca B [locnogi y 1504 p. y Biui 107 niT!

Maicin HapogmBecs B ceni
Boropoacbkomy 6nu3bko Micta KawwuHa y
TBepcbkit obnacti B Pocii IBaHoBI 1 KceHi (3
poay Koxa) MaBpeHboBUM. WMoro osigbko no
maTtepi 0yB yepHeub CB. Makapin
KansasunHcbkoro MoHactupst (TOMMHaemMo Moro
30-ro 6epesHs 3a rpuropiaHCbKMM KaneHgapem
a 17-ro 6epesHs 3a toniaHcbkum). MonogeHbk1n
MaBno (Tak Noro OXpecTunun) HaB4YNBCS YNTATH
M nMcaTu y paHHboMY BiLj i 6araTto Yacy
NPOBOAMB 3 KHXKaMU. A Takox robus
nposigyeatu asabka MoHactup Cs. Tpowi, oe

"A man wondrous of spirit, famed teacher
of holiness and most astounding
wonderworker...” (from the Vita of St.
Paisius)

On June 19 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is June 6 on the Julian) we
commemorate the Venerable Paisius Abbot of
Uglich, an Orthodox monk who laboured for
the Lord in his particular vocation for 96 years.
It was on this the day that he reposed in the
Lord in 1504 at the age of 107 years!

Paisius was born in the village of
Bogorodske near the town of Kashin in the
Tver oblast of Russia to John and Xenia (née
Kozha) Gavrenev. His maternal uncle was the
monk St. Macarius of the Kalyazin Monastery
(commemorated on March 30 on the
Gregorian Calendar which is March 17 on the
Julian). Young Paul (as he was named at
Baptism) learned how to read and write at a
very early age and spent a good deal of time
with books. He also enjoyed visiting his
uncle’s Holy Trinity Monastery, where he
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nomy nogobanocst YepHeye XUTTS.

Konwu Masnuk ocupoTis y Biui 10 niT 10
Noro AsAbKO NPUIHAB MOro Nig CBOK OMiKY.
KOHak Tak 3py4HO YBINLLOB Y Lie cepefoBMLLE,
LLIO Ha MOoro 3agyLleBHe MPOXaHHSA OA4bKO AOro
MOCTPWI AOTo B YeHLi y paHHbomy Biui 11 nit. O.
Maicin (MpurHSAB BiH Le iM’A K MOHaX) | He
ornsgaBcsa a BATPUMMAaB CBOi MOKMMKAHHSA 40
CBOE| KOHYMHMN.

MonogomMy MOHaxoBi Opy4nnu npauo
nepenucyBaHHs KHur. Y KanasnHcbkomy CesaTO-
Tpoiubkomy MoHacTupi oro gagpka e
3HaxoAMBCA NepenMcaHnin Koro PyKo
npumipHUK TBopie CB. Npuropist borocnoea Ha
noyatky 20-ro CTONITTS.

O. Maicis ocobnmeo Nobue Ta NoBakas
KHasb AHgpin BacunboBuy Yrnvubkui. o noro
npoxaHHo 0. Makapin nobnarocnosus nomy
3anoyaTtkyBaTtu HoBUM MoHacTMp y TOMY MICTi.
O. Maicis BucBaTuB y caH lepomoHaxa Bnaguka
TuxoH PocToBCbKUI | MOrO CKOpO BUGpanu
IrymeHom HoBoro MoHacTtups. Konun KHasto
AHppieBi Hapoaunuca gea cuHuM umunTpin Ta
IBaH, TO BiH BUSIBMB CBOIO pagicTb Ta BASYHICTb
y dopmy aapy Ha 6ygoBy HoOBoI LiepkBu ans
MoHacTups, siky HasBanu B 4ecTb Mokposu
MpeceaToi boropoaumui. Tak i nicnsa uboro
Hassanu cam MoHacTtup.

O. Maicin cam 6yB XpecHnm BaTbkom
KHA3eBMYaM. Ta Ha xanb nepeq KHasem
AHOpieM Ta NOro cMHaMu fexas BENUKUA iCMnT.
Woro 6pat, Benukuii KHsisb MockoBCbKuiA IBaH
[l (BigoMUMIA B pocCiicbKin icTopil, gk IBaH
Benuknin, pig Laps IsaHa IV «[pisHoro»),
3axonuB Yrnwd i yB’a3HuB KHA3s AHapis | noro
OBOX CUHIB. AHAPIN TaK i NTOMep y B’A3HULi B
1493 p. O. Maicin YacTo cnepevaBcs i bnaras
KHA351 |IBaHa BMNYCTUTM Ha BOMi XOY HOHUX
KHA3eBMUYiB ane 6e3 ycnixy.

Ha pewwTi BiH BMpiLLWB 3anuLwnTH
cnpaBy B Boxux pykax i 3aneBHsB CBOiX
MOXPECHUKIB, LWo BoHM B LlapcTsi HebecHim
BTILLATMMYTbCS BiHUAMMW i cBOOOAOMO, AKY iM
BiamoBnaAnuM Ha 3emni. OanH 3 6paris, IBaH,
ctaB CxnmoHaxom 3 iMeHeM IrHaTiq i oro noTim
nocnasunm B xop CeaTuKX, sk YygoTtsopus

gained an appreciation for the monastic

life. When Paul was orphaned at the age of 10
his uncle took him under his care. So well did
the lad fit into his environment that, at his
ardent request, his uncle tonsured him at the
tender age of 11 years. Young Fr. Paisius
(the name he took as a monk) never looked
back but remained in his vocation until his
repose.

The young monk was given the job of
transcribing books. His uncle’s Holy Trinity
Kalyazin Monastery near Kashin still had a
copy of the works of St. Gregory the
Theologian copied by his own hand in its
possession at the beginning of the 20"
century.

Fr. Paisius was particularly loved and
respected by Knyaz’ Andrew Vasylyevich of
Uglich. At his request Fr. Macarius released
him to begin a new monastery in that town. Fr.
Paisius was ordained a Hieromonk by Bishop
Tichon of Rostov and was soon elevated to
the position of Abbot of the new monastery.
When two sons, Demetrius and John, were
born to Knyaz’ Andrew, he expressed his joy
and gratitude by donating funds to build a new
Church in the Monastery, named after the
Feast of Protection of the Mother of God. This
then became the name of the Monastery.

Fr. Paisius was himself Godfather to
the Princes. Alas a grievous test lay in wait for
Knyaz Andrew and his sons. His brother,
Great Knyaz’ of Moscow, Ivan Il (known in
Russian history as lvan the Great, grandfather
of Tsar lvan IV “the Terrible”), seized Uglich
and imprisoned Knyaz’ Andrew and his two
sons. Andrew died in prison in 1493. Fr.
Paisius argued and pleaded over and over
with Knyaz’ lvan to liberate the young Princes
but to no avail.

He finally decided to leave the matter
in God’s hands and assured his God-sons of
crowns in Heaven in exchange for the crowns
— and liberty - they were denied upon earth.
One of the brothers, John, became a
Schemamonk with the name Ignatius and was
later canonized as a wonderworker (he is




(nomuHaemo 1oro 1-ro YepBHS 3a
rpyropiaHcekum kaneHgapem a 19-ro TpaeHs 3a
toniaHcbknm). MNpobyB BiH Yy B’A3HMLI 32 NiT.

Y Cs. lNaicist 0yB Aap ACHOBUAIHHS i
TBOPEHHS YyAec wWe 3a noro Xxutts. Konu BiH
ynokoisca B 1504 p. MOro Tifno 3noxunn y
nig3emMHin kannuui y Cearto-INokpoBcbkin Liepksi
B Yrnudi i Tam BOHO 3HAX0AUTbLCA OO0 HUHI. 3a
noro xutTs Llepkea MockoBcbka nporonuna
cebe HesanexHolo Big MaTtpiapxaTty
KoHcTaHTuHononbeckbkoro (y 1448). Lito camo-
nporonoLleHy aBTokedanito Ha peLTi
3areepauna Llepsa MaTtu B 1589 p. — 85 nit
nicns roro ynokoeHHsi. OaHak CB. lMaicis
Yrnuvubkoro BnsHatoTb CBATUM BCENEHCLKOI
MpaBocnaeHoi Liepksn.

Hexal xxe noro MonuTeun n HeyxunbHa
Bipa nigbaabopooTh i HAC y Hawwi AHI TypboTw i
gonomararTb Ham TBEPAO TPUMATUCS CBOET Lini
— LlapctBa Boxoro, o ckopo 36nmxaeTbes, i
Tak HamaraTucs Bcima cunamm CBOiMm
34iNCHI0BATKM MOro nag Mypy Ta noboBi 3apas -
TYT Ha 3emni.

commemorated on June 1 on the Gregorian
Calendar which is May 19 on the Julian). He
had been imprisoned for 32 years.

St. Paisius was gifted with
clairvoyance and the working of miracles while
yet alive. Upon his repose in 1504, his body
was placed in a crypt in the Holy Protection
Church in Uglich where it remains to this day.
During his lifetime, the Church of Moscow
declared itself independent of the Patriarchate
of Constantinople (in 1448). This self-
proclaimed autocephaly was finally confirmed
by the Mother Church in 1589 — 85 years after
his repose. St. Paisius of Uglich is
nonetheless recognized as a Saint of the
universal Orthodox Church.

May his prayers and patient faith encourage
us in our own days of troubles and aid us to
keep our eyes fixed firmly on the soon-coming
Kingdom, as we seek to actualize its reign of
peace and love here and now upon the earth.




