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«lMepwe 6in, a Toai nepemora;/ Cnoyatky
6inb, a Toai BTiXa...» (3 «MoxBanu» Ca.
Mwukonasa BenumupoBuya)

Ha 27 —ro TpaBHs 3a [puropiaHcbkum
KaneHgapem (ue X 14-ro TpaBHSA 3a
FOniaHCbKMM) MK CBATKYEMO Nam'aTb
He3BMYaMHOro NocnigoBHMKa Xpucta 3 nepLumx
pokie XpuctusHctea B KuiBcbkin Pyci, une
XUTTS NoKasye HaMm Hebesneky AyXOBHOT
rop4ocCTi, a TakoxX i municte Mocnoga, Akun
Hikonu He nokugae Ceoix giten. Le
MpenogobHunn Muknta (rpeubka Bepcis,
«HikiTac» o3Havae «lepemMoxHun»), 3aTBOPHMK
Meuepcbkun, a nisHiwe €nunckon M. Hosropoaa
B Pocii.

IcTopis MUKUTK, HACKINbKWU MU Ti 3HAEMO,
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“First the battle, then the victory;/ First the

pain, then satisfaction...” (from St. Nikolai
Velimirovich’s “Hymn of Praise”)

On May 27 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is May 14 on the Julian) we celebrate the
memory of a most interesting follower of Christ
in the early years of Christianity in Kyivan Rus’,
whose life shows us the danger of spiritual
pride, as well as the mercy of the Lord, Who
never abandons His children. It is the Venerable
(the usual title for glorified — canonized —
monastic Saints) Nicetas (Greek version,
meaning “victorious”, in Ukrainian “Mykyta”),
Recluse of the Kyivan Caves Monastery and
later Bishop of Novgorod in Russia.

Nicetas’ story, as we know it, begins with
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NMOYMHAETLCA 3 NOro BCTYNy B crnaBHui Kneeo-
Meuepcbkun MonacTtup y Kuesi, ssikoro
3acHyBanu CBB. AHTOHIN | ®eoaocin, K O4WH i3
nepLumx YeHuis. Mu He 3HaAEMO Hi 1oro
NMOXOMKEHHS (KpiM Toro, Lo BiH OyB podom 3
Kuea), Hi HaBiTb iM'4, ake oMy Janu npu
XpeLleHHi (MoHaxam garoTb iHWwe iM'a npu ix
nocTpury).

Mwu 3Haemo, wo BiH 6yB aMOITHUM
mMornioauM Yonosikom. Moro amGiuii He O6ynn B
TOMY, 5K e HandacTiwe 6yBsae, Wwob iTn no
Wnaxy npuabaHHa maTepianbHUX 3400y TKiB.
Woro meToto 6yno nigHATMCA A0 BUCOT Y
OYXOBHOMY XUTTi. Takum YnMHOM, Xo4a BiH OyB
MonoAun i HegoceigyeHun y 6opoTboi
acKeTUYHOI OiaNbHOCTI, B iKYy YeHUi BCTynawThb,
BiH Hanonsarae Ha ToMy, LWo6 cTaTn
3arBopHukoM. Lle o3Hauano, Wwo BiH, XXMBY4M B
MoHacTupi, mae 6yt abcontoTHO
BiZIOKPEMMEHUM, XXUTU N MONIMTUCA Ha camMOTi B
CBOIl Kenii YepHeYin, nuwie oTpuMyoun
NPOAYKTU XapuyBaHHS i HaMoi, ski 0yayTb nomy
nepenaHi, 6e3 Toro, WO06 HaBiTb Bavyaun Tiei
N0AMHK, [Ka X NpuHecna nomy!

IrymeH HUWKOH (BiH CNyXmB B Uil SKOCTi B
pp. 1078-1088), yueHb NMpenogobHoro AHTOHIS,
AKUIM HaBiTb nocTpur eogocisa, nepectepir o.
MukuTy Nnpo HebGe3neky AyXOBHOro OMaHu
(«npenecrTi»), KON WTMME BiH UMM WNsxom. Ta
mMonoaoro YeHus He Boanocsi NepemMoBUTH i Te,
npo LLO NOro nepecrepiranu Taku 3éynocs.
CnouvaTtky BiH MO4YaB 4YyTu CONOAKMIA apomart y
CBOIl Kenii Ta 1 No4vyB ronoc, Wo MOfnBCA
pa3om 3 HUM. Lle gano nomy BpakeHHs, Lo BiH
LUBWAKO AOMIrcs nocTyny B CBOEMY AYXOBHOMY
XUTTI, i BiH cTaB monutuca: «lfocnogu, nosaBucs
MeHi, Wwob a mir Tebe 6a4unTn nuuem go nuusa'»
A ronoc Bignosis, W0 dyae HanpaBneHun aHren,
i Wo 0. MukntTa NoBMHEH MOMY NIAKOPATUCS.

| ocb, ocoba nopibHa Ha aHrena n
3'aBunucs, i gopyyuna nomy, Wwo BoHa byae 3a
HbOrO MONUTUCS, a caM 0. MuknTa NoBUHEH
30cepeauTucs Ha YntanHi nuwe Ctaporo
3aBiTy. Y nocnyxy o Toro, Wo SK BiH AyMmas,
6yno 60XecTBEHHUM BeriHHAM MOMOAWN
UepHeLb 3aHYpuBCA Y LbOMY A0CHIIKEHHI TaK
OAEPXUMO, O BiH HE MIl 3HECTU L|bOrO0, 06
HaBIiTb i CyxaTun NPO YNTaHHA Takox i Hogozo
3asiTy.

bpartia 3posymina, Lo 3anwna
npobnema, i ceoimm Monutesamu, nporHanu
aemoHa (60 > HUM Hacnpasgi 6yB Lew

his entry into the renowned Monastery of the
Caves in Kyiv, Ukraine, founded by Sts. Anthony
and Theodosius, as one of its first Monks. We
do not know his background (except that he was
a native of Kyiv) nor even the name he was
given at Baptism (Monks are given a different
name at their Tonsure).

We know that he was an ambitious
young man. His ambition did not, as is most
often the case, take the route of acquiring
material gains. His ambition was to rise to the
heights in spiritual life. Thus, although he was
young and inexperienced in the struggles of
ascetic endeavour upon which Monks embark,
he insisted on becoming a Recluse. That meant
that he would, while living in the Monastery, be
entirely secluded, living and praying in his own
monastic cell, simply receiving food and drink
which would be given him, without him even
seeing the one bringing them to him!

Abbot Nikon (he served as such in 1078-
1088), the disciple of St. Anthony who even
tonsured St. Theodosius, warned Fr. Nicetas of
the dangers of spiritual delusion (“prelest™) in
such a path. The young Monk would not be
dissuaded and that of which he had been
warned came to pass. At first he began to smell
a sweet fragrance in his cell and heard a voice
praying along with him. This gave him the
impression that he was quickly making progress
in his spiritual life and he prayed: “Lord, appear
to me, that | might see You face to Face!” The
voice answered that an angel would be sent and
that Fr. Nicetas should obey him.

Sure enough, an angelic-looking being
appeared and instructed him that he would pray
on his behalf and that Fr. Nicetas should
concentrate on reading the Old Testament
alone. Obeying what he thought to be a divine
command, the young Monk immersed himself in
this study so obsessively that he could not bear
to hear the New Testament being read at all.

The brethren realized there was a
problem and, by their prayers, drove away the
demon (for that was the true identity of the
“angel”). Fr. Nicetas immediately forgot all that
he had learned and even had to learn how to
read again. He now resumed his ascetic
endeavours with humility and the Lord rewarded
for his repentance and patient endurance. In
1096 he was made Bishop of the prestigious city
of Great Novgorod, at that time a part of Kyivan




«aHren»). Togi o. Mukuta Bigpasy 3abys, Te
4oro BiH OyB HaB4YMBCH i HaBITb 4OBENOCS
HaBYMTUCSH 3HOBY YMTaTU. Tenep BiH BigHOBUB
CBOI aCKeTUYHi 3ycunns 3i cmupeHHaM i Focrnoab
Haropoaue NOro NokasiHHSA i TepniHHs. Y 1096-
MY p. BiH CTaB €MMCKOMNOM NPECTMKHOro Micta
Hosropoaa Benukoro, o Ha Ton Yyac 6yno B
cknagi Kniscbkoi Pyci. BiH oGinmags uto nocagy 3
BENUKNM Big3Ha4YeHHAM npoTtarom 13 pokis,
MOKW BiH He 3acHyB y ['locnogi 31-ro civHa (13-ro
ntoToro 3a ['puropiaHcebknm kaneHgapem) 1108-
rop.

3a uen yac, 3a noro Monnteamu,
npuUNUHUNAacA cunbHa 3acyxa, a noTim byna
3yrnMHeHa Benuka noxexa B MicTi. BiH Takox
npuBiTaB y Hosropoa vygoeoro CB. AHTOHIs
PumnsiHuHa (ocbk TyT). €nnckon Mukuta 6yB
noxoBaHun B Hosropoacekomy Cobopi,
Ha3BaHOro, K TOM y 1oro pigHomy Kuesi,
Codpieto. Cam BiH OyB po3pobuB nnaH pecok.
CeaTi Mowi Bnagukn Mukutn 6ynu Bigkputi 30-
ro KBiTHs1 (13-ro TpaBHs 3a [puropiaHcbKNM
kaneHgapem)1558-ro p. Xouya BiH BiginwoB Jo
Focnopa 450 pokiB Tomy, Mol 6ynu HEeTRiHHI, i
obnn4y4sa noro casno ceitnom. Mot Ce. Mukntu
Oynu 3noxeHi B paky B Llepksi C. Anoctona
Mununa B Hosropogi, Ska 3a YaciB KOMYHICTIB
6yB €4MHOIO B MICTI, LLO 3anuwmnacs
BigKpuTOto. [pekpacHy 1 Hagmnxarody po3noBigb
npo BigeianHu uiei Llepken Ta Mowein Cs.
MwuknTn HaBepHeHMM Ha Npasocnas’a xuma
dopecta MOXHa 3HaNTU OCb TYT.

ICHye uikaBun 3B'a30K Mk CB. MUKUTOLO i
Cs. Nununom. CB. Mukuta 6yB kaHOHI30BaHUN
nig Yac npaeniHHS Benukoro kHA3s
MockoBcbkoro IeaHa IV Bacuniesuya (1530-
1584), sakun B Hapogi BiaomMui sk «IBaH
"po3Huin». LIbOMy HelacHOMyY Y0NOBIKOBI
O0BENoCcs NPUNHATK Ha cebe Len BaXKnn Tarap
npasriHHA Y BiLi 3-0X NiT, HA NPOXaHHSA NOro
nomupatoyoro 6atbka. Moro matu 6yna noro
pereHToMm, I0KM MOMY He BUMNOBHMMOCA 8 NiT,
Konu 1i MabyTb younu. Mu moxemo Tinbku
ysiBUTK COBi CTaH MOro XUTTSA B pyKax NOTYXHUX
6osp A0 Moro KopoHauii y SIKOCTi NepLUOro
«Llaps (noxoautb ua Ha3Ba Big cnoBa «Llesap»)
Bcepocinicbkoro» B 1547-my poui, konu nomy
6yno 17 nit. He aneHoO, WO IBaH KopucTaecsA
CBOEIO BIiafok0 3 XXOPCTOKICTIO Ta
ippauioHanbHOMO FOTICTHO.

Tum He MeHL, uap |BaH WykaB po3paamn
B GnaroyecTi i BUMaras, L1006 YneHn ocobnmeoi
OPYXWHW, SKY BiH CTBOPMB A1 BUKOHAHHS CBOIX

Rus’. He held this post with great distinction for
13 years until he fell asleep in the Lord on
January 31 (February 13 on the Gregorian
Calendar), 1108.

During this time, by his prayers, a severe
drought came to an end and later a major fire
was stopped in the city. He also welcomed to
Novgorod the remarkable Saint, Anthony the
Roman (see). Bishop Nicetas was buried in the
Novgorod Cathedral, named, like the one in his
native Kyiv, St. Sophia. He himself had
designed the frescoes. Bishop Nicetas’ Relics
were uncovered on April 30 (May 13 on the
Gregorian Calendar), 1558. Although he had
reposed in the Lord 450 years earlier, the Relics
were incorrupt and his face shone with light. St.
Nicetas’ relics were placed in a reliquary in the
Church of the Holy Apostle Philip in Novgorod,
which, during the time of the Communists, was
the only one left open in the city. A lovely and
inspiring account of a visit to this Church and St.
Nicetas’ Relics by Orthodox convert Jim Forest
may be found here.

There is an curious connection between
St. Nicetas and St. Philip. St. Nicetas was
canonized during the reign of the Great Knyaz’
of Moscow Ivan IV Vasyliyevych (1530-1584)
who is popularly known as “lvan the Terrible” (a
poor translation of the Russian “Groznyy” —
“Fear-Inspiring” would be better). This
unfortunate man had to assume his mantle at
the age of 3, by his dying father’s request. His
mother was regent until he turned 8, when she
was apparently assassinated. We can only
imagine the state of his life at the hands of the
powerful boyars until his coronation as the first
“Tsar (a derivative of “Caesar”) of all the
Russias” in 1547 when he was 17. Small
wonder that Ivan exerted his power with cruelty
and irrational rages.

Yet Tsar lvan also sought comfort in
piety and insisted that members of the special
force he set up to carry out his commands, the
“oprichniki” (from the Russian “oprich” meaning
“exempted”), take part in Services that went on
for hours, and even wear robes similar to those
of Monks. When Metropolitan of Moscow,
Hieromartyr Philip 11, publicly chastised him for
his murderous acts, Ivan ordered one of his
chief oprichniki, Malyuta Skuratov, to dispose of
him — which he did on December 23 (January 5
on the Gregorian Calendar), 1569, apparently by
strangling him with his own Vestments. The next
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HaKasiB, «OMNPUYHKKIBY (Big POCINCLKOro
«OMpKnYbY, L0 O3HAYae «oKpemMe»), npunmManm
y4yacTb y borocnyxiHHsX, aKi TpyBanun NpoTsarom
GaraTbOX roguH, i HaBiTb HOCUNN OASr,
aHanoriyHmn YeHuam. Konn Mutpononut
MockoBcbkui, CBsiLLleHOMYyYeHuK Munun 11,
NPWNOAHO KapTae Noro 3a Bbueui Aii, IBaH
Haka3aB O4HOMY 3i CBOIX FOSIOBHUX OMPUYHUKIB,
MantoTi CkypatoBy, w06 no3éyTucs 1noro - Lwo
BiH i 3po6buB 23-ro rpygHs (5-ro civHA 3a
"puropiaHcekum kaneHgapem) 1569-ro p.
MabyTb 3a4yLIMBLLM MOTO BIIACHUMMU X OTO
Puzamun. A B HacTynHomy Micsili, B CivHi 1570-ro
p., Mantota oyonue kapanbHy ekcneguLito
npotn HoBropoga B pesynbTari, AKOi 3arMHynm
Tncadi rpomagsiH. MoxHa BbavaTtn boxe
MpoBuKAiHHA B TOMY, WO 3aCTyMHKK 3a CBOE
micTo, HoBropoa, CB. Mukuta, 0O HUHI CBOI
Cesarti Mouui 36epirae y Xpami (Koro BOMOBHUUI
aTeicTy HIKONKU He CNPOMOITINCS 3aKpUTK)
HebecHoro lMokposuTtensa Toro Mutpononura,
SIKOro 3aMy4mB «pi3HMK» Hosropoaa.

CB. MuknTtun 3aTtBOpHUK, €nmnckon
HoBsropoacbkui, € nuwe ogHuM 3 6aratbox
"ocnogHix cnyr, ki 3B'A3yl0Th iCTOPIT YKpaiHM Ta
Pocii, sik e oauH npuknag eqHocTi B
pisHOMaHITHOCTI. [MpoTdarom yciei uiel icTopil
Bynu 11 Taki, XTO Hanonaras Ha NepeBaXKaHHSA
€0HOCTI 3a KOLWT NpuayLLEeHHS Pi3HOMAaHITOCTI.
O6pas Tpownui, [>xepeno BCbOro CyLloro,
MoKasye HaMm, L0 CMpaBXHs €OHICTb
NPOABNAETHLCS Y BiAHOCUHAX MBOBI MixK
Pi3HOMaHITHUMM i BigMiHHUMK. Tpn Ocobu He €
IAEHTUYHUMUN | HE YTPUMYIOTBCH pa3oMm
[ecrnoTUYHUM npasniHHAM. BoHU eanHi, Tomy
wo BoHM NtobnaTtb. Hexan xe CB. Muknta, sikmn
nposiensie cBoto no6os o Mocnopaa i Moro
TBOPIHHS CMUPEHHSAM | MOKasiHHAM, OyTn
OPIEHTUPOM AN TUX, XTO NparHe Mupy 1
rapMoHiT MOMiXX Hapogamu, 3 SKMX BinNbLUMiA Tak
4acTo, Ha Xarnb, 6yB rHOGMTENEM MEHLLOrO.

month, January 1570, Malyuta led a punitive
expedition against Novgorod which killed
thousands of its citizens. One may see
Providence at work in that the Intercessor for his
city of Novgorod, St. Nicetas, continues to find a
resting-place for his Relics in the Church (which
the militant atheists were unable to shut down)
of the Patron Saint of that Metropolitan who was
martyred by the “butcher” of Novgorod.

St. Nicetas the Recluse, Bishop of
Novgorod, is but one of the many Servants of
the Lord, who link the history of Ukraine and
Russia, which is another example of unity in
diversity. Throughout history there have been
those who insisted upon the predominance of
the unity to the extent of the suppression of the
diversity. The image of the Trinity, the Source of
all creation, shows us that true unity is
manifested in a relationship of love among the
diverse and distinct. The Three Persons are not
identical and are not held together by despotic
rule. They are One because they Love. May St.
Nicetas, who manifests his love of the Lord and
His creation by humility and repentance, be a
guide to those who seek peace and harmony
between the nations, of which the larger has so
often, tragically, been the oppressor of the
smaller.




