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lNMpenogobHnii IBaH
rorcoknimn 3 Kpyumy

Venerable John of the
Goths in Crimea.

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw

kutash@unicorne.org

“Micnsa copok AHIB A1 CTaHy Ha cyA
pa3oM 3 HUM nepeg XpUCToM
CnacutenemMm.”

SK 4yynoso 6yTM CNOBHEHUM
padicTio Xxo4s4un no wnsaxy Focnoaa
Haworo Icyca Xpucra, SKnuin NpoMOBUB:
“q - Oopora i NpaBaa i Xutra” (IBaHa
14:6). [incHo Nocnogb Aa€ HaM pagicTb,
saKka 6e3mexHo binbwa n rnmbwa Hix
6yab aKki yaapw Ta BUKInKK, ki, byeae,
Typ6byloTb HaC y HaLiN WOAEHHIN
MaHApiBUi NO LbOMY CBIiTi, WO TakK
LWBWAKO MIHSIETBCSA, Ta B skoMy 6araTo
Kpacu ane pa3oMm 3 TUM i baraTto cMyTKy.
Yacom Mu Tak xoTinm 6 6ytn
BNEBHEHWMU B Ui pafocCTi, Wo MU
3abyBaemo npo [xepeno Tiei pagocTi Ta
HaMaraEMocCb 3aTpMMaTU LI BMEBHEHICTb
NpuB'A3aHiCTO 40 NEBHUX popManbHUX
obpsgais Ta popM, a ocobameo

“After forty days I shall go to be ‘
judged with him before Christ the
Saviour.”

It is a wonderful thing to be full of
joy in walking in the way of the Lord
Jesus Christ Who said: “I am the Way and
the Truth and the Life” (John 14:6). The
Lord gives us a joy that is more profound
than any of the buffets and challenges
that sometimes assail us in our daily walk
through this rapidly changing world which
has much beauty, but also much that can
make us sad. Sometimes we want to be
so sure of this joy that ought to be ours,
that we forget the Source of that joy and
strive to hold on to this assurance by
adherence to formal rites and formulas -
and especially by depending upon our
membership in a community that we



http://www.uocc.ca/
http://www.uocc.ca/en-ca/faith/articles/frikutash/
mailto:kutash@unicorne.org

NOKIaAaHHSM Ha Hawy NpUHAaNEXHICTb
0O CNiNIbHOTK, SIKa Ha Hally AYMKY
Hanbinbw (abo egmHa) Nocnoaesi Ao
Brnoaobu. I toai mm Mmoxemo 6yt ayxe
BMEBHEHMMM Yy BNACHIN NMpaBeaHOCTI Ta 1
3acCyn)KyBaTu TUX, SIKi Ha Hally AYMKY He
Tak AOTPUMYIOTbCS NMPUMKCIB, K MU, a
0cobnmMBO X TUX, SKi HE HAaNeXuTb A0
ui€i BnoaobaHoi cninbHOTU. MK HaBiTb
MOX€eMO no4yyTun B cobi Taky AYyMKY, WO
Ui 1to4M Ha [oposi A0 nekna a avwe Mu
- po Paio!

Ha 9-ro nMnH4a 3a rpuropiaHCbKmMM
KaneHgapeMm (ue - 26-ro 4epBHS 3a
O/TI@HCbKMM) MU CBATKYEMO NaM’aTb
My>xa boxoro, sskoro npmragytoTb cnosa
BiAMiHi Big yboro. Lle C.. IBaH, Ennckon
FOTCbKUN, WO TpyAUBCSA Ha HuBi
FocnoaHin y 8-My CToniTTi, B yaci Konum
CxigHio UepkBy TypbyBaB KOHMNiKTU Npo
iKOHW — iIKOHO6OpPCTBO.

HapoaxeHHsa IBaHa 6yno
BignoBiaAa Ha rapsdi MonnTem nMoro
6aTbKiB. BiH XMB XUTTAM ackeTa 3
paHHiX pokKiB. YroaHuk boxuin Bignbys
nanoMHUUTBO B €pycasiMM i NpoBiB TpU
poKM B BigBiANMHaX BCix CBATUX MicClb.
Toai BiH MOBepHYBCS A0 CBOIX piaHUX
CTOpiH Ha KpuMy y rpoMagi rotis-
XPUCTUSH, sika TaM rpousiTana B TOMY
yaci. Bonn 6ynu nig snagoto
KoHCTaHTUHOMNONS a B TOW Hac iMnepaTop
KoHcTtaHTuH KonpoHum IkoHo60peub
(741-775) 3a60pOHMB rOTCbKOIro
€nnckona.

oTn rapsivye 3aknukanu Ce. IeaHa
cTaTu iXHiM €nuckornom. Cs.. IeaH
noaascs B pysito, sika 6yna 3axuweHa
Bif4 iKOHOB60OpYOI €peci i TaM NpUIAHAB
XipOTOHit0. [oBepHYBCS A0 CBOiX 6paTiB i
cecTtep KpUMCbKUX rOTiB, afne CKopo
MYCiB BiAilTVW 3HOBY Mi4 Hanaaom
Xa3apiB, BOMOBHNYOro Ha NiB KOYOBOIro
TIOPKCbKOro Hapoay, 6iNbLwiCTb AKMX
6ynn HaBepHyUCS Ha togaizMm. XoBaBcs
BiH BiA xa3ap B AMactmpuaii (ue MabyTb
BWA iMeHi “AMacTpic”, a cboroaHi ue
Mana npuctaHb Ha TypeubkoMy 6epesi
YopHoro Mops n. H. AMacpa) BNnpoAoBX
4-0x poKiB. MOX/MBO BiH i NpeacTaBnaBs
CBOK NacTBY Ha 7-My BceneHCbKOMY

believe to be the one most (or even the
only one) approved by the Lord. Then we
can be quite self-righteous and
judgmental of those whom we perceive to
be not as observant as we, and especially
those who do not belong to the
community so approved. We may even
sometimes hear ourselves saying (if only
in our minds) that such people will go to
hell, while we shall go to Paradise.

On July 9 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is June 26 on the Julian)
we celebrate the memory of a Man of God
who is remembered for saying something
quite different. It is Saint John, Bishop of
the Goths, who laboured in the Lord’s
Vineyard in the eighth century at a time
when the Eastern Church was assailed by
the controversy over Icons.

John was born in answer to the
fervent prayer of his parents. From an
early age, he lived a life of asceticism.
The Saint made a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem, and spent three years visiting
all the Holy Places. Then he returned to
his native land, Crimea, to be in the midst
of the community of Christian Goths who
flourished there. They were under the
authority of the see of Constantinople and
at that time the emperor Constantine
Copronymos the Iconoclast (741-775)
banished the Gothic bishop.

The Goths fervently entreated St
John to become their bishop. St John
went to Georgia, which was isolated from
the Iconoclast heresy and was ordained
there. He returned to his brothers and
sisters, the Crimean Goths, but was soon
compelled to depart from them under
attack by the Khazars, a war-like semi-
nomadic Turkic people most of whom had
converted to Judaism. Hidden away from
the pursuing Khazars, he settled at
Amastridia (likely a form of the name
“Amastris”, which is today Amasra, a
small Black Sea port in Turkey - across
the sea from Crimea) where he dwelt for
four years. There is a possibility that
Bishop John represented his flock at the




Cobopi, sknii Binbyeca B Hikei B p. 787-
My, KM nigTpuMae IKOHM, NOMUMO
Toro, wo 6opotbba NpoTK HUX Wanina
we Ao p. 842-ro, Konu ix 0CTaToOYHO
3aTteBepanna Lapuus ®egopa.

Ckopo nicns uboro Cs. IBaH
no4vyB NMpo CMepTb Xa3apCbKOro KaraHa
(Bonogaps). JlroavHa, sika He 6yna 6
6nunsbkoto 3 Honosikontobuem, Axkni
6axae, wob yci nroam cnacnucs i
MPUALIN A0 Ni3HAHHSA iICTUHUK (5K
cniBaeMo B YunHi XpelweHHs), Mir 6u
BMCNOBUTU BTiXYy 3 NMpMBOAY CMepTi
NMpoBiAHMKa Hapoay, Ail SIKoro NpusBenu
[0 Moro BTedi Ta BUFHAHHSA 3 pigHMX
CTOpiH — a 0cobnMBO Hapoay, KM He
Hanexas 40 Moro BipocnoBigHOI
CNinbHOTKU. 3aMicTb TOoro CBATMI CKasas
CMUPEHHO i Npopoyo: "llicns copok AHiB
s1 CTaHy Ha CyA pa3oM 3 HUM nepea
Xpuctom Cnacutenem". BiH noctaBuBs
cebe He MoHas a Ha piBHi 3 KaraHoOM
xa3zap nepeg lNpectonom MocnogHim. 1
TaK MOBUHHI YNHUTKN BCi MU — 30 BCiMa i
3aBXAau.

I aincHo C.. IBaH NoTcbkui
yrnokoiecs B bo3i uepes 40 gHis. Le
Bigbynocs no mMoro NOBEpHEHHI 4O CBOro
Hapoay B p. 790 (3a AesskMMuK gaHUMK).
Tino CesaAToro 3abpanu o MoHactups B
M. MNapTeHiT (Big rpeubkoro cnosa
“MapTeHoc”, wo o3Hauvae “[isa”) B
KpuMmy nig ropoto Aro-[lar, ae Konuncb
npoxmneae CBATUI B BeIMKOMY XpaMi,
sakoro 6yB nobyaysas y 4yecTb CBATUX
Anoctonis MeTpa 1 MaBna, aKnx nNam'ssTb
CBATKYBATMMEMO 4epes Tpu AHi nicnsg
moro CeaTta..

Seventh Ecumenical Council held in Nicea
in 787 which upheld Icons, even though
the controversy continued to rage right
up until their final establishment by the
Empress Theodora in 842.

It was shortly thereafter that St.
John heard about the death of the Khazar
kagan (ruler). Someone who was not so
close to the Lover of Mankind, Who
wishes that all people should be saved
and come to the knowledge of the truth
(as we proclaim in the Orthodox Baptism
Service), might have expressed pleasure
at the demise of the leader of a people
whose actions had prompted his flight and
exile from his land - especially when
those people were not of his Faith
community. Instead the Saint humbly -
and prophetically - said, "After forty days
I shall go to be judged with him before
Christ the Saviour." He placed himself
not over, but alongside the Khazar kagan,
before the Throne of the Lord. And so
should we all - with everyone and at all
times.

And indeed St. John of the Goths
did truly repose in the Lord forty days
later. This took place when he returned to
his people, in the year 790 (according to
some sources). The saint's body was
conveyed to the Parthenit (from the
Greek word for “Virgin” — “Parthenos”)
monastery in Crimea, at the foot of Mount
Ayu-Dag, where the saint once lived in
the large Church he built in honour of the
holy Apostles Peter and Paul, whose
memory is commemorated three days
after his Feast.




