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«OT4e, Ty ropiB HeGecHolo NO6ORB’10,
BBaXalo4um KpaLolo CyBopicTb
ﬁopnchbKo'l' nycTUHI BiA ycix Haconoa
cBity. OTOX AMKUMK 3Bip cnyxuB To6i oo
CMepTi; BiH MoMep Yy CNyXHAHOCTi Ta
CMyTKY Ha TBoin moruni.» (Kongak Cs.
Fepacumy)

ByBae kaxyTb, W0 6epe3eHb BCTynNae, sk Nes
a BUXoOuTb SK ArH4. | neB 3aimMae JinbHe
MicLe B po3nosigi npo CBATOro, Akoro
CBATKYEMO 17-ro 6epesHsi 3a rpuropiaHCLKUM
KaneHgapem (ue — 4-ro 6epesHs 3a
toniaHcekmm). Llen CeaTtuii — MNepacum
MopaaHChKwii, AKOro Tak HasuBarwTb, LWo6
Bigpi3HMTKM 1oro Big iHWoro Nepacuma —
«MaHapiBHoro CBATOro» - WWo €
MokpoBuTENEM rpeLIbKOro OCTpoBa
KedanoHi.

lepacum VlopaaHcbkuin Hapoamecs B 06nacTi
Jlukii 6nmabko CepensemHoro Mopsi Ha niBaHi
Manoi Asii (cborogHi ue TypeyunHa). BiH 6yB
0COBIMBO CEPUO3HUM HOHAKOM i LLE B
MOSI040MY BiLli NOKMHYB BUTigHE XUTTS B AOMi
oro 3aMoXxHux 6aTbKiB i NogaBcs Ha LUNAX
YepHeuun B NycTeni niBAEHHOro ErvnTy, aKy
HasuBanu disaigcbkoto 3 orngagy Ha ii
CYCiACTBO 3 4aBHBOK cTONMLE ErvnTy
diBamu.

3p006yBLUN NEeBHY 3pinicTb CBOIMM NOABUramMmu
Ta nopagamu cnis xutenis nycreni, lepacum
NoBEPHYBCA y CBO piaHy Jlukito. A noTim
6nm3bko 450 p. BiH nocenuBcs B nycTeni
WopaaHcekiit B ManectuHi, Ae nposis peluta
CBOrO XUTTA 3 iHWWMKU MOHaxamu. XXnUTTa umx

“Father, you burned with heavenly
love, preferring the harshness of the
Jordan desert to all the delights of
the world. Therefore, a wild beast
served you until your death; he died
in obedience and grief on your
grave.” (Kontakion to St.
Gerasimus)

The saying goes that March comes in like a
lion and goes out like a lamb. And a lion
figures prominently in the story of a Saint
who is celebrated on March 17 on the
Gregorian Calendar (which is March 4 on
the Julian). It is St. Gerasimus of the Jordan
— so called to differentiate him from another
Gerasimus, the “walking Saint” who is the
Patron of the Greek Island of Kephalonia.

Gerasimus of the Jordan was born in the
province of Lycia near the Mediterranean in
the south of Asia Minor (today Turkey). He
was an especially serious young man and
was still quite youthful when he gave up the
comfortable life in the home of his wealthy
parents and went to pursue a monastic path
in the desert of southern Egypt called the
Thebaid because of its proximity to the
ancient Egyptian capital city of Thebes.

Having gained some maturity by his
endeavours and the counsels of fellow
desert dwellers, Gerasimus returned to his
native Lycia. Later, about 450, he settled in
the desert of the Jordan in Palestine where
he remained for the rest of his life among
other monks. The lives of these men of God
were marked by strict asceticism.




MYXiB Boxunx nosHavanocs cTporum
acketnamom. Cam "'epacmm mamxe Hi4oro He
1B B 4Yaci Benukoro lNocTy a »nBMBCA TifbKn
CeaTtum lNMpuyactam.

"'epacuma nonynspHo nam’siTatoTb 3a MOro
Opyx0y 3 NeBoMm, SIKOro horo 6paTTa YeHui
npossanu MopaaHom, Ta skoro 6a4mmo Ha
noro IkoHi. IcTpis npo ue nogidHa go Tiei, aky
Hanucas y 2-My Biui Asn ennivi npo
Anpgpokna i JleBa, Ha nigcTasi sikoi [pxopax
BepHapa Loy Hanncas 4yaoBy Mecy 3 AKOi
noTiM HakpyTuUnu ginem y 1952 p.

OpaHoro gHa Nepacum 3ycTpiB nesa, SKun
TepniB cunbHi 6oni 3 ornsiay Ha Kont4ka, ska
3acTtpsarna B noro nani. Konu BiH BUTArHyB i
TO NeB agonTyBaB NOro i XOAMB 3a HUM
HeHauye nec Ta iB Xxnib i 0BOui, SAKMX OMY
naBas ['epacum. JleBoBi fjann 3aBOaHHs
NUNbHYBATU MOHACTUPCLKOro ocna, Komnu Ton
naccsi Ha 6eperax pivkn. OgHoro gHs ocna
3abpaB MaHApiBHWI TOpriBeLb, AKWI
NOMUITKOBO NOAYMaB, LLO Lie OAWNH 3 NOro
ocnis. Konv nes noBepHyBCH 3 NOXMUIEHOID
ronosoto 6e3 ocna To MOHaxu NPUNYCTUNN,
LLIO BiH OyB 3'iB CBOro MigomnivyHoro.

Topgi ganv neBoBi NpaLto ocra HoOCUTK Boay,
LLIO BiH | BUKOHYBaB TEpnenmBeo Ta NOCMYLLHO.
OpaHoro gHa TopriBelb NPODKAKaB 3 OCIIOM.
JleB 3pa3y nisHaB Moro i 3apeBiBLUM LIBWUAKO
niadir 4o Heoro. NepecTpalleHnii Kynewb
pago 3anvme ocna i niloB CBOIM LUMSAXOM Y
cnokoto. Konn neB noBepHyBCS 40
MOHaCTUPsi BOASIHM CBOro Apyra ocna Ha
noBiaLi, Aky OyB Ha HbOrO HaNOXMB KyneLb,
TO MOHaxK 3pO3yMinu, Lo Noro
HecnpaBeannBo Oynu ockapXXyBanu i ganu
omy im’'st ViopaaH.

l7lop,u,aH Hikonn He ByBaB QOBro Nosa
MOHACTMpPEM Ta nigyac ogHiel Takol
BiZICYTHOCTI 1oro apyr, Fepacum, 3acHyB y
Mocnogi. Konn neB noBepHyBCS, TO MOHaXuM
nosenu iioro Ao rpoby Cestoro. MopaaH
MOMOXMBCA Ha HBOMY | B OCTaHHE CYMHO
3apeBiB Ta NOMep Ha MOrusi CBOro gpyra i
naHa. Taka gpyxba 3i 3Bipamu Haragye Ham
XUTTA B Pato Ha novaTky — 5IKoro My 1
cnofisaemocs B 6yaydomy Billi, 5K MU 11

nporonowyemo B Hikencbkomy Cumsoni Bipw.

Gerasimus himself ate practically nothing
during the Great Fast, being nourished
solely by the Eucharist.

Gerasimus is popularly remembered for his
friendship with a lion, whom his brother
monks named Jordan, and who is depicted
in his Icon. His story is similar to the one
written in the 2nd century by Aulus Gellius
about Androcles and the Lion, on which
George Bernard Shaw based his delightful
play which was made into a movie in 1952.

One day Gerasimus encountered a lion
which was in great pain because of a thorn
stuck in its paw. When he removed the
thorn, the lion adopted him, following him
about like a dog and eating the bread and
vegetables he gave it. It was given the job of
guarding the monastery’s donkey as it
grazed on the riverbanks. One day the
donkey was taken by a traveling merchant
who mistook it for one of his. When the lion
returned without the donkey the monks
assumed it had eaten its charge.

The lion was then given the donkey’s job of
carrying water which it fulfilled patiently and
obediently. One day the merchant passed
by with the donkey. The lion recognized it
and rushed forward with a roar. The
frightened merchant was happy to leave the
donkey behind and go his way in peace.
When the lion returned to the monastery
leading his donkey companion upon the
leash put on it by the merchant the monks
realized that he had been wrongly accused
and gave him the name Jordan.

Jordan was never away from the monastery
for long but during one of his absences his
friend, Gerasimus, fell asleep in the Lord.
When the lion returned the monks led it to
the Saint’s grave. Jordan laid down on it
and, with a final sorrowful roar, died on the
grave of his friend and master. Such
friendship with animals reminds us of the life
of Paradise in the beginning - which we also
await in the age to come as we proclaim in
the Nicene Creed.

May St. Gerasimus with his lion friend
inspire us to seek to live in harmony with our




Hexam xe CB. 'epacum 3i cBOIM gpyrom environment — human and otherwise, and
NeBOM HaBilol0Tb HAM CUSIM HamaraTUcs XMTK | SO imitate, as best we may, the life of the

B rapMOHii 3 HaWMM OBKINNAM — NOACLKAM Paradise for which we long and which is our
Ta iHWKWM, | Tak HacnigyBaTu, SK TifbKu true home. Amen.

MOXeMoO, XUTTs B Pato, skoro nparHemo, sikum
€ HaLWWNM CnpaBXHiM 4OMOM. AMiHb.




