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MpenodobHuii Aniniti,
IkoHonuceys lMeyepcoKuli, 8
bauxcHix neyepax

Venerable Alypius, the
Iconographer, of the Near Kyivan
Caves

Fr. Ihor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

“Y Tobi, Omuye, OdilicHo cnacnoca me, wo
6yno obpazom boxcum; e3aewu 60 Xpecm, Tu
niwoe 3a Xpucmom ..."(Tponap lNMpenodob6Homy)

Ha 30-ro cepnHA 3a rpuropiaHCbKMMm
KaneHaapem (Bignosiaae 17-my cepnHs 3a
IONIAHCbKMM KafleH4aPeM) MU CBATKYEMO Nam’ATb
oaHoro 3 nepsicHMX YeHuis Kniscbkoi Pyci,
Mpenogo6bHoro Aninis [ue im’a mabyTb
cnaB’AHI30BaHWUM BapiaHT imeHi «Onimniii» - C..
Mwukonai (Benimiposiu) Tak i HasuBae Moro B
cBoemMy TBOpi Mposior 3 Oxpiay], AKWiA ynokoiscA
B b03i 1114 p. MpoaABnaTM 06pa3 boxuii B
CBOEMY KUTTi - NOKNNKAHHA KOXKHOIO
XpuctusaHuHa. A C. Aniniit NOCBATUB CBOE XKUTTA
LbOMY NOK/IMKaHHIO B 0c0baMBKUiA cnocib.

3BuYaliHo, BCi MoHaxu matoTh Le
NOKAMKaHHA, AK CBil 0cobANBUIN 060B’A30K i
paaictb. BoHM HamaratoTbca HacnigysaTtu lcyca
XpucTa, AKOro BU3HAEMO, fIK iCTUHHOro bora Ta
icTMHHY JTioguHy. An. MaBno onucye TaHy Npo

“In you, O Father, was manifestly preserved
what is in the image of God, for having taken up
your cross, you did follow Christ..." (Troparion to a
Venerable Father)

On August 30 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is August 17 on the Julian Calendar) we
celebrate the memory of one of first Monastic
Saints of Kyivan Rus’, the Venerable Alypius [his
name may be a Slavicized version of the Greek
name Olympius — St. Nikolai (Velimirovic) calls him
that in his Prologue from Ohrid] who reposed in
the Lord in 1114. Manifesting the image of God in
our lives is the vocation of every Christian. St.
Alypius dedicated his life to this vocation in a very
special way.

Of course, all Monks have this vocation as
their particular duty and joy. They seek to imitate
Jesus, Whom we confess to be true God as well as
true Man. St. Paul expounds the mystery of Christ
saying that He “made Himself of no reputation,
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XpwucTa, Kaxkyuu, wo ,BiH ymanns Camoro Cebe,
NPUNHABLUK BUrAAA paba, cTaswn nodibHum Ao
nauHK; | nogoboto cTasLuK, AK 0AUHA, BiH
ynokopue Cebe, ByBLIN CAYXHAHWUI aXK A0 CMEPTI,
i TO cmepTi xpecHoi ” (Puann’aH 2:7-8).

borocnoscbka Ha3Ba LbOro NpoLecy - no-
rpeubkomy “KeHocic” TobTo “camo-
BMMOPOXKHEHHA”. Y1 Take moxkanse? Yu He
3arybuTb camoro cebe NtoanHa, WO HaMaraetbes
BMKOHYBATW LLE, | Y/ He cTaHe BOHa poboToM un
TPyTHEM, 6e34yMHUM pabom Toro, AKOro BOHa
npuitHANa 3a cBoro rocnogapa? YepHeub
Bignosis 6u: “Hi, konn Tol Nocnogap — Oxkepeno
BCbOTrO0 XMUTTA Ta TBOpYOCTi — Camuit bor, Lo
BuaBmB CBOIO beamerkHy NtoboB Ao Hac y Focnogi
Icyci Xpwucri, AKnit BaAas 3i Hac CBOE XKUTTA Ha
Xpecri, wob cmepTio CBOED NOA0NATM CMEPTL.”

Byt nocaywHum Momy, ceigomo sonit
€AHATMCA 3 HUM aHiXX maTu BCi BTiXM Ta BUrogm
LbOTO CBITY, CKaxke YepHeup, Le — He 3arybuTtu
camoro cebe, a pagLue 3HaNTN CBOE NpasamBe A,
LLLO CTBOpPEHe Ha 06pa3 i nogoby Boxy. | C..
Aninii came unm 3aimaBscaA B ocobamenii cnocib.

MpenogobHuin Aniniii, AKoro semHe
NoXo4KeHHA Ham He Bigome, BUABKB Lein obpa3s
Yy CBOEMY }KMUTTi BUKOHYHOUM YepHeYe NOK/IMKaHHA
y Kueso-lNeyepcobKili Jlaspi, AK yueHb
MNpenogobHoro HikoHa (sKoro cBaTkyemo 23
6epesHa/5 KBiTHA), cnoaBu»KHMKa MpenogobHoro
AHTOHIA, 3aCHOBHMKA MoHacTupA.

Mummie Cs. HikoHa KaKe, W0 “BiH cMAbHO
TpyAmBcs, Wob npukpacuTtu ceit MoHacTup [BiH
CTaB OHUM 3 NepBicHUX IrymeHiB /laBpu]
HanMcaHMMmM IkoHamu Ta mo3aikow”. focnoab
A0MOMIr Momy B LibOMY 3aBAAHHIO, MOCUNAIOYN
nomy CB. Aninis, AKOro NOCBATA LLbOMY CAYXKiHHIO
6yna Taka rnmboka, Lo Moro Ha BCi BiKK
npo3unsatoThb ,IKoHoNncuem”. | TaK BiH
niaTeepasKyBaBs i nporonolysas 06pas boxuii,
LLLO AOCKOHas0 nposBaseTbes y Nocnogi 1 Cnaci
Hawomy lcycoBi XpUCTOBI, NULLIYYN IKOHM 33
nepegaHHAM MNpPaBOCNABHUX.

IKOHM CB. Aninisa - BUKOHaHI y cTuAi
MalcTpiB iKoHonMcL,iB KOHCTAHTUHOMNOIbCbKUX,
nig HarnAgoM AKMX BiH yumBeca. Jyxe mano ix

taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in
the likeness of men... He humbled Himself and
became obedient to the point of death, even the
death of the Cross” (Philippians 2:7-8).

The theological term for this process is
“kenosis” — literally “self-emptying”. Is this
possible? If a person does this, would he or she not
lose themselves and become something like a
walking robot or drone, a mindless slave of those
whom they have accepted to be their master or
masters? The Monk would respond: “Not when
that Master is the Source of all life and creativity,
God Himself, Who showed His love for us in the
Lord Jesus Christ, Who gave His life for us upon the
Cross, overpowering death by death.”

To be obedient to Him, to consciously prefer
union with Him to all the pleasures and comforts of
this world, the Monk would profess, is not to lose
oneself, but instead to find and manifest one’s true
self —which is the image and likeness of God. St.
Alypius did just that in a special way.

St. Alypius, whose origins in the world are
not known, manifested that image in his life by
pursuing the monastic vocation at the Kyivan
Monastery of the Caves (Pechers’ska Lavra), as a
disciple of St. Nikon (commemorated March
23/April 5), the co-labourer of St. Anthony, the
founder of the Monastery.

St. Nikon’s Vita says that “he laboured much
to adorn his Monastery [he became one of the first
abbots of the Lavra] with painted Icons and
mosaics”. To aid him in this undertaking, the Lord
sent him St. Alypius, whose dedication to this
ministry was so profound that he is known
throughout the ages as “the Iconographer”. Thus,
he also confirmed and proclaimed the image of
God perfectly manifest in our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, by writing Icons in the Orthodox
fashion.

St. Alypius’ Icons were done in the style of
the master iconographers of Constantinople under
whom he studied. Very few of them have survived
to our day. It was he who did the Iconography of
the Dormition Sobor of the Lavra — which was
destroyed by bombs (most likely by the retreating




Ainwno ao Hawwmx axis. Lle BiH BUKOHaB IkoHoOMNKUC
YcneHcokoro Cobopy npu J1aBpi, AKOro 3HULWMAN
60m6u (Halibinbw npasaobnoaibHo,
Bif,CTYNalO4YOro paasHCbKOro Bilicka), Koau
HaumcTun 3axonatoBann Kuis niguac gpyroi
CBIiTOBOT BilNHN. MO/IMBO BiH TAKOX BUKOHAB
mo3aikm B Cobopi 3onotosepxoro CeaTO-
Mwuxaliniscbkoro MoHacTmps, Aakoro 6e360rkHa
6onbleBMLbKA Blaga 3pynHyBana B 1930-ux
pokax. (Obuasa — BiabynosaHi).

IkoHa CB. Aninis, Wo Ainwnaa A0 HaWnx
OHiB 3HaxoauTbcA B [eprKaBHil TpeTaKiBCbKil
lanepei 8 Mocksi. BoHa Bigoma, Ak IKOHa
CBeHcbKa. Lle im’ss — Big, piukn CBeHa,
HeBe/IMYKNIM NpunamBe pikm [ecHa. KHA3b PomaH
Mwuxainosud YepHiriBCbKMM, WO NepeHic cBin
ocigoK Ao bpaHcbKa (cboroaHi — ue B PocincbKil
depepalii) nicna Hai3ay MOHrOAIB, AKIi 3aMy4nan
moro 6atbKa, Cs. KHA3a Muxaiina
YepHiriscbkoro, byB ocnin i »kafaas Bigomoi
LinnTenbHoi cunu uiei IkoHu, aky by Hanucas Cs.
Aninii. Ii npusis Momy CaaweHmk 3 Knesa no piu;
JecHa YOBHOM, i BiH, NTOMOJINBLUMCH Nepes, Heto,
npo3pis. byno ue B p. 1288-my. KHA3b PomaH Toai
nobyaysas MoHacTUp Ha YecTb YCNiHHA
boropoauui y BpAHCbKY - @ MOXe TaKOX Ha YecTb
CeaToro IKoHonNMcuA, AKOro Wweaespom bys
YcneHcbkuii Cobop y Knesi, yepes IKoHy fKoro
BiH 3HOBY No6auunB AeHHe cBiTno. Lito IkoHy
cBATKYeMO 3/20 TpaBHA, AK Takox 17/30 cepnHsa
(Ha yecTb IKOHONMCUSA, PyKamu AKOro BOHa
noseunacsa y csiti, MpenogobHoro Aninis,
nam’sTb SIKOrO B TON AeHb CBATKYEMO).

barato yygec 3aBaa4yemo Moauntsam Cs.
Aninia. OgHOro gHA KUIiBNAHWH Y340pOBUBCA 3
NpPoKasw, Bif, AKOT rHWJIO 11oro Tino, To6To
HULLMNACA BaXKHA CK/IaZ0BA YaCTMHA XKMBOIO
obpasa boxoro, Koan CeATeLb NOMasaB Moro
dapboto, Ky BXKMBAB Y HAaNMUCaHHI IKOH (KOTpi
npeacrasnsam obpas boXKuit, yaoCcKoOHaneHnn y
LlapcTsi, Ake npuHic y uein csit Focnoab CBoim
BtineHHAMm, CmepTio, BOCKpeceHHAM,
Bo3sHeceHHaM Ta 3icnaHHaAMm C.. Ayxa).

Bigomo, wo CeATi AHronn gonomaranm
MpenogobHomy Aninito y oro npaui. bysano,
BTOMMWBCA BiH | TPOLUKM 3aCHYB, @ KOAK

Soviet army) as the Nazis were occupying Kyiv
during the second world war. It is also possible that
he did the mosaics of the Cathedral (Sobor) of the
golden-domed (“Zolotoverkhyy”) St. Michael’s
Monastery, destroyed by the atheistic Bolshevik
regime in the 1930’s. (Both have been rebuilt).

An Icon of St. Alypius which has survived
until today is to be found in the State Tretyakov
Gallery in Moscow. It is known as the Svena Icon,
getting its name from the Svena River, a small
tributary of the Desna. Kniaz’ Roman
Mykhaylovych of Chernihiv, who had moved his
seat to Briansk (today part of the Russian
Federation) after the invasion of the Mongols, who
martyred his father, St. Michael of Chernihiv, had
become blind and sought the renowned healing
powers of this Icon written by St. Alypius. It was
brought to him by a Priest from Kyiv by boat along
the Desna river and his sight was restored. This
was in 1288. Kniaz’ Roman built a monastery in
honour of the Dormition of the Theotokos in
Briansk, perhaps, also, in honour of the saintly
Iconographer, whose chief masterpiece was the
Dormition Sobor in Kyiv, and through whose Icon
he had once again beheld the light of day. The Icon
is commemorated on May 3/20, as well as on this
day August 17/30 [in honour of the iconographer
by whose hand it came into the world, St. Alypius,
whom we commemorate on this day].

Many miracles are attributed to the prayers
of Fr. Alypius. One day, a man of Kyiv was healed of
leprosy, which was decaying his body, i.e.
destroying an important aspect of a living icon of
God, when the Saint anointed him with the paint
he was using in writing Icons (which present the
image of God as perfected in the Kingdom -
brought into this world by the Lord’s Incarnation,
Death, Resurrection, Ascension and Sending of the
Spirit).

Holy Angels were known to have assisted St.
Alypius in his work. At times he would grow weary
and take a nap only to wake up and find that the
Icons had been completed while he rested. On one
occasion two Monks from the Lavra gave way to
temptation and concealed the money and the
boards which they had been given by a founder of




npobyamsca To Nob6aumB IKOHY BUKIHYEHY, KOU
BiH cnas. OgHoro pasy aga YeHui 3 /laspu
nigaanmca CroKyci i1 3aXxoBanu rpoLi Ta AOLLKN,
AKMX Bynu gictanm Big KTuTopa Xpamy 6ina
Kunesa, wo xoTis, o6 0. Aninii BUKOHaB |IKoHK
AnA Hboro. licnsa AKorocb Yacy, YoN0BIK TOM
niwoe go IrymeHa, wob aosigatnca Yomy moro
IKOHM TaK 3ani3HMAUCA. Konm npuHecnn aoWwkm
IryMeHy, TO 3HANLWAM HA HUX HanWUCcaHi YyaoBi
IKOHW.

Cs. Aninilt 3aBAN 0Xo4Ye BUKOHYBAB CBOE
CNYXiHHA IKoHONMCcUA. Koan nomy 3a ue ganu
AKYCb HaropoAy, TO BiH BiAK/laZaB TPETUHY Ha
BOOINX, TPETUHY Ha 3aKyn maTepiany ans pobotu,
a cobi TiNIbKM TPETMHY 3a/unLaB ANsA CBOiIX NoTpeb.

Konun Cs. Aniniit ynokoisca B bo3i noro Tino
310XunAKn B banxkHix Mevepax, Ha3BaHUX Y YeCTb
CB. AHTOHIfA, AyxoBHoro OTua Cs. HikoHa. Moro
HETANiHHI MOLLi TaM CNOYMBALOTb AOHMHI, @ NanbL,i
Moro npaBoi pyKuM 3/10XKeHi HauebTo BiH MaB
YMHMTK Ha cobi 3HAK XpecTa: TP NanbLii 4OKYNH,
a ABa NPUXUAEHI A0 AONOHI. AK BUAHO, WO BiH
ynokoiscsa B 6o3i TBOpAYM Ha cobi e 6rarkeHHe
3HaMeHO. LM TakoX 3HAEMO, L0 NEPBICHI
Xpuctuanm B Kuesi came Tak TBopuan Ha cobi
3HakK XpecTa. JasHiwy popmy — ABOMa
BUNPOCTaHMMU NANbLAMMU - BXXMBaNM B Pocii ax
00 4vaciB pedopmu Matpiapxa HikoHa B 16-my
CTOAITTi, AKA NpM3BENa 40 KOHTPOBEpCIi, AKa
CTana OCHOBO CMiNbHOTK T. 3B. CTapo-06psaauiB.

3a Monuteu CB. Aninis IKoHonKUcus, Hexaln
i MM NOCTINHO cTapaeMoch 3aTBepaKyBaTh 1
oHoBANtOBaTU B cobi 06pa3 boxuii cBoim
CMMPEHHAM Ta nocayLuHicTio go Moro 3anosigeit
CaMO-XepTBEHHOI N11060Bi. AMiHb.

a Church near Kyiv, who wanted Fr. Alypius to
write Icons for the Temple he was sponsoring.
After some time this man came to the Abbot to
find out why the Icons he had requested were not
forthcoming. When the boards were brought to
the Abbot they were found with beautiful Icons
written upon them.

St. Alypius was always eager to fulfill his
ministry as an Iconographer. If he received any
money, he would put aside a third for the poor, a
third for purchasing the materials required for his
work and only a third for his own needs.

When he reposed in the Lord, St. Alypius’
body was placed in the Near Caves, named in
honour of St. Anthony, the spiritual father of St.
Nikon. His incorrupt body lies there to this day, the
fingers of his right hand positioned in the form
used to make the Sign of the Cross: three fingers
together and two bent towards the palm. It
appears that he had reposed in the Lord in the act
of making this Sign. It is also evidence that early
Kyivan Christians had already adopted this style of
crossing themselves. The older form — with two
fingers upright — continued to be used in Russia
right until the reform of Patriarch Nikon in the
sixteenth century, which led to controversy and
the rise of the separated community of the Old
Believers.

Through the intercession of St. Alypius the
Iconographer may we ever seek to confirm and
renew the image of God within us by our humility
and obedience to His commandments of self-
sacrificial love. Amen.




