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23-19 Hepina no
MN'atupecaTtHuui: Cuna B
CTpa)AaHHSAX.

Twenty-Third Sunday after
Pentecost:
The Power of Suffering!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
ikutash@gmail.com

CborogHiwHsa €saHrenia (Icycosa
Mputya npo 6arayva  Jlazaps - Jlyku
16:19-31) Topkae 6arato cnpas. A
MOXHa 3ayBa>XWTW, O BCi BOHU
BiAHOCATLCS A0 NUTAHHS CUMN.

lMepw 3a BCe BOHa roBopuUTb —
Hebe3nocepeAHbO — MPO KOHKpPETHI
Aina nobosi Ta 3aUiKaBNeHOCTI, AKi
MOBUHHI NpoaBnATH A4iTn BoxXi,- MU WO
cTBOpeHi HuM Ha Moro O6pas. Came
Mpo Ue HATHAKAaE BiACYTHICTb TaknX
BUMHKIB 3i CTOpOHM HGarava, sKoro
HEeYyT/IMBICTb A0 CTpaXxAaHb iHWKUX
Haye 6 To goBena Moro Ao Cy4YacHoro
CTaHy B MyKaxX y nosa-rpo6osomy
XWTTi. Bor aas 6yB NoMy cuny
nepeMiHUTU CBOE XUTTH NPUMICTUBLUU
xebpaka Jlazaps npsmo 6insa noro
BflacHoro agomy. € nesHa 3acsyra B
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Today ' s Gospel (Jesus’ Parable
about the rich man and Lazarus -
Luke 16:19-31) talks about a whole
range of subjects. It can be seen that
they all deal with power.

First of all it speaks - by implication,
rather than directly - about the
concrete acts of love and concern
that ought to proceed from God s
children, whom He has created in His
image. This is implied by the lack of
such acts on the part of the rich
man, whose insensitivity to the
suffering of others seems to have led
him to his present state of torment
beyond the grave. God had given
him the power to change his course
by putting the beggar Lazarus beside
his very home. To his credit, the rich
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TOMY, WO BiH He 6yB XXOPCTOKUM A0
HbOro. BiH 60 X Mir 6u 6yB Jlazaps
NPOCTO MPOrHaTh - Ta UbOro BiH He
3po6buB. BiH nuwe He 3BepTaB Ha
Hboro yearu. (Xiéa m Mm HaaToO YacTo
came Tak He pobumo, Konm
3YCTPIYAEMOCH 3i CTpaxAaHHAMU
iHWWX?) Jlrogen Tpeba 6ayntn—-
KOXHWM i KOXXHa 3 Hac notpebye
ocobucTtoi yBarun. bor xe 3Hae
KOXHOro no imeHi! Akuwo 6 BiH nuwe
6yB 3BEpPHYB yBary Ha NMpuUCYyTHICTb
Nazaps, akwo 6 BiH Tinbku 6yB
3aroBopuB A0 HbOro, To UMM 6yB 6u
uen 6arayd HaginnMB NOro KPUXITKOK
CBOEI cmnun - i ue morno 6yno 6 cnactu
Toro 6arava Big MyK.

MpuTya, 9Ky MM YNTAEMO B
CbOrOAHIWHIN €BaHrenii Takox
MOKa3YyeE, WO € cu/ia y CTPaxKaaHHsX.
Ak surnsapae, Jlazap 3406yB CBOE
Micue Ha /oHi ABpaaMa (ue X CMMBON
Pat) He akuMucbL aobpumu ginamum, a
MPOCTO TUM, WO BiH TEpPresnBo
rMepeHic CBOT CTpaXXaaHHA B LbOMY
cBiTi. Mloro cTpaxaaHHs Biakpuam
nomy aBepi Ao Pato, SKOro CTBopmB
Bor, Akuin abae npo CBOE CTBOPIHHS,
Bor cniBuyTnnemnin. Ane cTtpaxaaHHs
6araya, Xo4 i HaCTyNMNoO BOHO ax no
CMepTi, 9K BUAHO, TAaKOX Mano AKyCb
cuny. Konun x 60 BiH ycBigOMUB, WO
BXXE& HEMAaE A/19 HbOro BUXoAy 3 TOro
Micus MyK, TO Liel YONOoBIK rnoyas
AyMmaTtu npo iHwmx! BiH 3axoTiB
A0MNOMOrTH CBOIM 6paTTsiM OMUHYTU Te
Micue MyK.

Y Mmoxxnmee Take npobya)KeHHs
nobporo xapakTtepy nicnsa cmepTi? Lle
MUTaAHHS — CripHe, ane AesKi
XPUCTUSAHCBKI BUMUTENi Have 6 TO 3rigHi
3 TUM, WO Konu 6 Take 1 6yno
MOXJIMBUM, TO Xiba TiNIbKM AKLLO
3ragaHa NavHa LWe rnepen CBOE
cMepTi 6yna BXe Ha A0pO3i A0 TaKoro
npoceivyeHHs. Yac Haworo

fellow was not cruel. He could have
had Lazarus driven off - he did not.
He merely ignored his presence. (Do
not we all too often do the same
when we see suffering?) People need
to be seen - we all need personal
attention. God knows each one of us
by name! By simply acknowledging
Lazarus’ presence, by speaking to
him, the rich man would have shared
some of his power with him and this
might have saved that rich man.

The Parable we are reading in
today’s Gospel also shows that there
is power in suffering. Lazarus seems
to have gained a place in Abraham'’s
bosom (a symbol of Paradise) not by
any good deeds, but simply by the
fact that he had patiently borne his
suffering in this world. His suffering
opened the gates of a Paradise
created by a God Who cares, a God
of compassion. Yet the rich man’s
suffering, even though it came after
he had died, seems to have had
power as well. It was when he
realized that there was no way out of
torment for himself, that the fellow
began to think about others! He
wanted to help his brothers avoid
coming to this place of torments.

Is such an awakening of character
possible after death? That is
debatable - but there does seem to
be a consensus among some
Christian teachers that such a thing
could happen only if the person who
died was already on the way to such
illumination. The time we have on
earth is crucial for setting the
direction in which we are heading.
Thus the hope that Christ gives us of
the possibility of continual
transformation is intended to make
us turn towards God by turning
towards His needy ones on this



nepebyBaHHS Ha 3eM/i — BUPiLLANbHUI
AN HAKpEeC/NIeEHHS HanpsaMKy, Kyau
BeAe Hawe XxuTTa. OToX Hagifa, 9Ky
noAa€e HaM XpUCTOC, Ha MOX/UBICTb
NOCTiNHOI NnepeMiHn Mano 6 Hac
HasepTaTu Ao bora 3BepHeHHAM yBaru
1o Voro noTpebytounx Ha LboMy CBITi
— He Nicnsa Halwoi cMepTi, a Taku
CbOroagHI!

He irHOpyMMO cuny, iKYy MOXYTb HaM
MPUHECTU CTpaXKAaHHS, WO MOXe HaM
AOMOMOITU OCANHYTU NMPOCBIYEHHH,
AKY NMepeTBOpUTb Halle XUTTS!
Ko>XHWMI 3 Hac Ma€ WoChb Take, WO HaM
BaXXKo nepeHocuTun. MNpo ue Tpeba HaM
MOIUTUCSH | pOBUTK Te, WO MOXEMO,
Wwob nonerwnTn CBOI CTpaXKaaHHS, a
TaAKOX CTpaxAaHHS iHwWnx. Ta mornun 6
MW MaTWU BeJSIMKY KOPUCTb i Big TOro,
L0 BUBHAEMO CBOE CTpPaXAaHHs, NOro
rpuMaemMo i BYUNMOCS BiA YPOKIB,
AKMX BOHO HaM noja€. Hanpuknag
MOXEMO MM BU3HATU Te, AKi MK cnabi
Ta HYXAEHHi. A ue MoXe A0NOMOrTum
HaM MigHecTUCH BULLE Hawol XO/I04HOI
CaMOAOCTATHOCTI | 3BepHYTUCSH A0
iHWMX 3a Ty NOMi4Y, Ky BoHM 6 pano
noganu Ham, Konm 6 UboMy He
rnepewkoa)asnaa AyMKa, WO BOHUN LUUM
MOXYTb YPa3uUTK Hally MigHICTb.
Mo>eMOo 3BEPHYTUCA | MU A0 IHWKX, Y
KOro € TpyaHouwi nodibHi 4o Hawmnx.

lMpuTya TaKoX MOKA3yE HaM, WO
OCTaTO4YHO BCe Taku byae
BunpasneHe. CTpaxaaHHs, gKe rigHo
nepeHocnMMo, MaTUMyTb CBOI Haropoau
— a 6anayXHicTb, Ha Xanb, TaKOX
MaTuMe CBOI Hacniaku. MNMpobyaimock!
HasuainMoCb Big XpUCTOBOrO ypoKy
3aMiCTb TOro, wWob BuTpayaTu Tak
6araTo 4Yacy B HapikaHHSX npo Te,
HacCKi/lbKW B CBIiTi HecnpaeenIMBOCTI.

earth, not after we have died, but
TODAY!

Let us not ignore the power of
suffering to help us attain the
illumination that can transform our
lives! Each one of us has something
that weighs heavily upon our lives.
We ought to pray about such things
and do what we can to alleviate our
own suffering as well as that of
others. But we can also benefit
greatly by acknowledging our
suffering, by accepting it and by
learning the lessons it offers us. For
example, we can realize how weak
and needy we are. This can help us
rise above our cold self-sufficiency
and reach out to others for the help
they would often be happy to give,
were they not troubled by the
thought that they might hurt our
pride. We can also reach out to
others who have hardships similar
ours.

The Parable also shows us that
ultimately everything is set aright.
Suffering well-endured has its
rewards - and indifference, alas, has
its own consequences as well. Let us
wake up! Let us learn from Christ’s
lesson instead of spending a lot of
time complaining about things not
being fair.



