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25-ta Hepinsa no MN’'atnpecatHuli: YaBiMo cobi cycipal!

Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost:
Imagine Your Neighbour!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw

kutash@unicorne.org

AKLWO YBaXHO MPUCTYyXaEMOCh A0
CbOroAHiWHbOI EBaHrenii (Jlyku
10:25-37), TO MOXe NOYYEMO Yy Hin
yyeHHs Icyca, wo 6naropoaHa penirisa
notpebye yssu.

Llieto €EBaHrenieto Nocnoab Aapye HaM
LiHHWI Ta HeBUYepnHMn ckapb:
Mputuy npo Jobporo CamapsiHnHa. Lis
npuTya X 3anpoLlye HAac ANBUTUCS
iHAKWe Ha TUX, SKNX 3BUKIN MU
BBa)XaTW 3a BOPOriB Ta OMOHEHTIB.
BoHa kaxe HaM, Lo MU MOXEMO

If we listen carefully to today’s
Gospel (Luke 10:25-37) we may be
able to hear Jesus telling us that a
noble religion requires imagination.

With this Gospel the Lord gives us a
precious, inexhaustible treasure: the
Parable of the Good Samaritan. This
parable invites us to see those whom
we have become accustomed to
consider enemies and opponents in a
different way. It tells us that we can
come to see them as neighbours,
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HaBuMTUCA BaunTh iX, SK CycCigiB ayxe
NOTPIOHMX Y HALLIOMY XWUTTI.

Y uin nputdi Icyca, HewacHU espen,
Ha SIKOro Hananu rpabidkHuKK, i
3anMuwmnm noMmpaTu, oTpMman
[O0MnoMory Big Toro, AKoro, 3a CBOiM
BMXOBAHHSAM, BiH MaB 6u 6yB yBaxaTtu
CrnazKoBMM BOPOroM: Bif
HenpaBoBipHoro CaMmapsiHuHa. Y Toun
TaKUM KPUTUYHMI MOMEHT LS X, Taka,
Hade 6 TO HeHaainHa, NanHa Taku
niwia Ha pU3NK YCTPSHYTU Y XUTTSA
LbOro 4YosioBika i gornoMorna nomy
NOBEPHYTUCH B psan 340POBUX,
XUBYUUMX, MPOLBITAOYNX NOACBKUX
iCTOT.

Ti, AKMX HewacHunin mycis 6m 6yB
yBaxaTW CBOIMU COKO3HUKAMU, MOro X
6paTTa i3painbTaHKU, CNiSIbHUKK B BIpi,
Ta HaBiTb NPOBIAHWUKWN, MOKUHYIN NOrO
nomMupaTmn, Tak aK ue 3pobunun 6ynu
6aHaANTU. Y1 3yNMHUANCSA BOHWU Ha4
TUM, WO YNHUIN, KONU 3aIULWNIIN
noro Hanpuasonswe? Yu
yCBiaoOMN0BaAM, WO BOHWN CBOIM
BUYUMHKOM, uuM, MabyTb Kpalue,
HeJOTArHeHHSAM, cebe NocTaBMAM Ha
TOM Xe piBeHb, W0 6e33aKOoHHI
XyniraHu, aKi Tak NoWKOoAUNN IXHbOMY
3eMNIAKOBI | MOKMHYIN MoOMUpaTn?

MabyTb BOHUW He TaK 3p03yMinu
cripaBy. A BCe OAHO Le He OnpaBAOBYE
X y TOMY, LLO BOHW HE NMOKOPUCTANINUCh
CBOEI0 YSBOIO, | HE nobaunnum cammux
cebe, K NOTEeHUIMHUX KaHAMAaTIB Ha
TakKe camMe TpaKTyBaHHS, WO OTpUMaB
BiH. Konu 6 BoHn 6ynn Tak nogymanu
npo ue, To BOHM Mornn 6 npuragatu
Co6i BUeHHSs CB. NMncaHHA: «Mun XHEMO
Te, Wo nocisnn» (ue X BapiaHT
3onoTtoro lpasuna, 9KOro BYNTb
Mamxe KOoXHa peniria B cBiTi!). Toai
BOHM 6ynn 6 MabyTb Takmn noganu Lin
TpariyHin NOANHI IKYCb AOMOMOrYy.

Moxxe noaopoxHuit CamapsiHWMH MaB
Kpawy ySaBY Bif TUX, AKi 3anMWWIN LI

whom we very much need to have in
our lives.

The poor Jewish fellow who was
attacked by robbers and left for dead
in Jesus’ parable got help only from
someone whom he had been raised
to despise as a hereditary enemy: a
wrong-believing Samaritan. It was
this seemingly most unpromising
person who, at the most critical
moment in the man’s life, took the
risk of getting involved and helped
him get back into the ranks of
healthy, living, flourishing human
beings.

Those whom the unfortunate man
would have considered as allies: his
fellow-Israelites, fellow believers and
even leaders left him for dead just as
the bandits had done! Did they stop
to consider what they were doing by
leaving him to his fate? Did they see
that, by their action - or, perhaps
better, inaction - they were putting
themselves on the same level as the
lawless ruffians who had hurt their
countryman and abandoned him to
die?

Perhaps they did not see that. That
still would not excuse them for not
using their imagination and seeing
themselves as potential candidates
for the same sort of treatment he
got. If they had thought about it like
that, they might have remembered
what the Scriptures teach: that "we
reap what we sow" (a variation of
the Golden Rule, which is taught by
virtually every religion in the world!).
Then they might have offered this
tragic man some help.

Perhaps the Samaritan traveler was
more imaginative than the men who
left the victim of aggression lying
bleeding by the side of the road. Or
perhaps he just did what comes



XXepPTBY arpecii B KpoBi Ha Kpato
aoporu. A Moxe BiH MPOCTO BYNHUB
Te, WO NpupoaHO NPUXOANTb TUM, SKi
CTBOpEHi Ha obpa3 i noaoby bBoxy.
Mo>ke BiH NpOCTO He 3yNMUHUBCA HaA
™M, WwWo6 noaymaTtu, Wo, 3 ornsay Ha
TXHi cnaglwmHn, BiH 3 L€ NOANHOLO
MaB HenpuMnpuMy Hesrogy. Moxe BiH
NPOCTO BYMHMB Te, O BMMaraau
obcTtaBuHU. A BCe X Taku noro gii
BMABUAM Lboro CamapsiHMHa TUM
Han4yyaoBiWKMM 3 NoMix nogen: BIH -
AOBPWI CyCIA.

[exTo 3aBBaxye, Wo CBAWEHUK i
NeBut MabyTtb 6ynn no goposi oo
XpaMy, OTOX AOTMK A0 4Y0s10BiKa B
KpoBi 3p06buB 61 iX puUTyanbHO
HEeUYNCTMMM | UMM nepeLlikoams 6um iM
BMKOHATU CBih 060B'A30K y XpaMi.
OTOX BOHW MabyTb NOCTaBUAN CBil
CBSAWEHHUN 060B'A30K BULLe
060B’s13Ky 4ONOMOITU CTpaxaat4vomy.
Y CamapsiHuHa He 6yno Takoi annemu.
Ta BCe 04HO 3HAYEHHS NPUTYI BKA3yeE
Ha Te, Wwo o060B’A30K A4OMOMOITH
notpebytodin nroanHi mas 6m
nepeBnLMTU pUTyanbHe CIYXiHHS.
Hacnpasai ue n 6yB 61 eTU4YHUN aKT
noYnTaHHsS TBOPUS, WO CTBOPUB L0
noanHy Ha Csin obpas.

Yu cnyxadi Icyca 3po3yMinm 3HaudiHHSA
L€l reHianbHOT NpUTYi | BKIanu 1i
BUEHHS Yy CBOK difiocodito XUTTS? Yu
pobumMo Tak Mn? Icyc nokasye HaM, WO
He NpaBUAbHO 6yTU NIHMBUMU Y
MUCNEHHIO, TO6TO AyMaTH TiNbKK
TpaauUiMHUMKN MOAENSAMM 1i4O3PiHHS,
CTpaxy Ta caMo36epexxeHHs.

Tax MM HaBiTb Mornm 6 nobaumnTun
cammx cebe B posnito UI€l XXepTBH,
MOpaHEeHOro IKUMCb XUTTEBUM
aoceigom. Toai mu mornn 6 nob6aunTu
B cobi i HacTaBneHHs TUX Noaen, ki
He XOTinu gornoMorTu. Lle - aaBHS
3BMYKA He 3aCTaHOBMATUCS Hag
6ontoumMMKM cnpaBamMun, a NPocTo
3anMwaTh iX KpoBaBUTU CMYTKOM,

naturally to those who are created in
the image and likeness of God.
Perhaps he just did not stop to think
that this was a person with whom,
due to their heritages, he had
irreconcilable differences. Maybe he
just did what needed to be done.
Nevertheless his actions showed the
Samaritan to be that most wonderful
of human beings: A GOOD
NEIGHBOUR.

It has been noted that the priest and
the Levite were likely on their way to
the Temple, and touching a man with
blood on him would have made them
ritually unclean and so prevented
them from carrying out their duty at
the Temple. And so they may have
placed their sacred duty at the
Temple above their duty to help a
suffering person. The Samaritan
would not have had the same
dilemma. Nonetheless the implication
of the parable would be that the duty
of helping a person in need ought to
take priority over ritual worship. In
fact it would even be an ethical act
of worship of the Creator Who had
made this person in His image.

Did Jesus’ listeners grasp the
implications of this ingenious parable
and make this lesson part of their life
philosophy? Do we? Jesus has shown
us that it is wrong to be mentally
lazy, i. e. to think only in standard,
traditional patterns of suspicion, fear
and defensiveness.

Why, we can even imagine ourselves
to be this victim who has been hurt
by something she or he has
experienced in this life. Then we can
also see in ourselves the attitude of
those people who did not want to
help - the old habit of not examining
the things that hurt, of just leaving
them be, just letting them lie there
bleeding sadness, cynicism and



LUMHI3MOM Ta po3nayeM y HalloMmy
XunTTi. Ta 3 gonomorotw Icyca mu
TaKOX MOXeMO 3HauTn B cobi n Toro
Jo6poro CaMmapsiHMHa, KU
3yNuUHSETLCS | 6epe Ha cebe
BigNoBiganbHiCTb 3a npobnemy. (Mwu
MOXeMo 6aunTun B Ui IKOHI, Wo
[o6puin CaMmapsaHUH TO Hacnpasai —
Icyc, a, moxe, Icyc, Akun gie y Hac i
noyepes Hac). Kopucratoum ysaBow Ta
BigBarow, Mnm moxemo 6yt aobpmnmm
cycigamu cami cobi — i BciM, Wo
[OBKONa Hac. Bce noynHaeTbLCa B
HYTpi Hac cammx!
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despair into our lives. But with Jesus’
help we can also find the Good
Samaritan in us, who pauses and
takes charge of the problem. (We
may see in the Icon that the Good
Samaritan really is Jesus - and also,
perhaps, Jesus working in and
through us). Using imagination and
courage we can be a good neighbour
to ourselves - and to others all
around us. It begins within!



