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28-ma Hepina no
MN'aTwpecaTHuui:
O6po6bnanmo cBin cap!

Twenty-Eighth Sunday
after Pentecost:
Let’s Cultivate Our Garden.

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org
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BusHauyHUM dpaHUy3bKNIA MUMCbMEHHUK
BonbTep 3aKiHYMB CBiN BUAATHUN
MucTeubkuii TBip Candide cnosamu:
“O6pobnsammo cein caa”. A xenms
BUNAWHI'TOH BiANOBIB MOMY B CBOIN
KpuTuui nepioay Pocincbkoro
MpocBiTHUUTBA OCb Tak: “MOXNMBO,
O HEMAE ceHcy B 06pobiTKy cany
cBoro, sk Bonbtep pagus, 60 He
3pocTaTMMe TaM Hivoro, Kpim
oTpyeHnx ¢pykTis” [The Icon and the
Axe (IkoHa i cokupa), cT. 238].

lMpoTe, K He AMBHO, Nopaaa
BonbTepa morna 6 6yt nyHoto
HaB4yaHHA XpucTa B lNpuTyi npo
Bennknii beHkeT, Ky YyeEMO B
CbOrogHiWwHin €eanrenii (Jik. 14:16-
24). Benuknin beHkeT ue - LapctBo
boxe, cninkyBaHHs 3 OTueM, CUHOM i
Ceatum [lyxoM i BCiMa Woro CBATMMM.

The noted French writer Voltaire
ended his magnum opus Candide
with the words: “Let us cultivate our
garden”. James Billington responded
to him in his critique of the Russian
Enlightenment period: “Perhaps
there is no point in cultivating one’s
garden, as Voltaire advised, because
nothing but poisoned fruit will grow”
(The Icon and the Axe, p. 238).

Yet Voltaire’s counsel may, oddly
enough, be an echo of Christ’s
messagde in the Parable of the Great
Banquet which we hear in today’s
Gospel (Luke 14:16-24). The Great
Banquet is the Kingdom of God -
fellowship with the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit and all His Holy Ones. A
return to the Garden, to which we
lost the way due to rebelliousness.
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Le - noBepHeHHa o Caay, 40 S9KOro
MK 36unncs 3i Wnaxy vyepes
6yHTapcTBo. Icyc Kaxxe HaMm, WO Mu
3anpoLweHi NoBepHYTUCH A0 Hboro. I
Cam BiH € — i XXuBe 3anpoweHHs i
[Bepi, yepe3 AKi MM MOXEMO YBINTW.

Ta wocb Takm NnoTpibHe i Big Hac, wob
MU MOMM 3aNHATU CBOE Micle B LbOMY
6narocnoBeHHOMY, BiYHOMY
CMiNKyBaHHI. A Wwo X ue? Agxe ue -
Haw CBiAOMUKM Ta NOCNIAOBHUN BiAryk
Ha ue, caMe MUIOCTUBE, 3arnpoLUEeHHS.
A B 4OMY ueWn Biaryk nonsrae? A B
TOMY, O MM NOBUHHI po3noyaTu i
CTapaHHO npautoBaT Haa 06pobiTKoM
Toro Caay, skoro bor nocisB y Hac Big
HaLIOro HapoAXeHHs (xo4ya He Tak
BUpaxascs 6 6yB npo ue BonbTep).

KynbTnByBaHHS Haloro
BHYTpiwHbOro Caay - 3aBAaHHS He 3
nerkux, 6o 6yp'aHun npucrtpacren,
AKUM CNPUSAIOTDE | SKMX yA06prooTb
CNOKYyCW CBITYy, NJOTi 1 Anasona,
BMPOCTAOTb Y HbOMY LLUBUAKO W
Hanonernuneo. Ane Ton, XTO 3anpoLuye
- MmnnoctuBmit i He MeHLW piwy4yo
nparHe, wo6 Woro yniobneHi rocti
Takn 3aliHANM CBOE MicLe 3a Moro
cTonoM. Moro 3aKkimk 4o Lboro Takmit
Hanonernueuii, wWo B Ceoin MpuUTyi,
Icyc yknagae B ycta N'ocnogaps Taki
cnoBa Ao CNyru, SKnim 3anMMaETbCcA
36upaHHam rocten: "[Clunyn [ix]
npuntn, WwWob HanosHmecA AiMm Min"

OnHak y HacTynHoMy Bipwi BiH kaxe,
Mpo AesKUX 3anpoLleHnx, WO XOAeH 3
HUX "He nokywTye Moei Beyvepi"!
TaknM YMHOM, XO4U AKuI He JTiobnaunii
focnopap i Ak He nparHe BiH matu B
Cebe umx rocrten, aesiki 3 3anpoLleHnx
Takn MOXYTb, B KiHLi KiHLIB,
3a/IUWLNTUCS BUKITHOYEHNUMN 3
TopxectBa — 60 X iX He MOXHa B
KiHLEBOMY paxyHKY AiNCHO

Jesus tells us we are invited to come
back in. He Himself is at once the
Living Invitation and the Door by
which we may enter.

Yet something is required of us as
well in order that we may take our
place in this blessed eternal
fellowship. What is it? Why, it is our
conscious and consistent response to
this most gracious invitation. And of
what does this response consist?
Why, that we begin and diligently
keep at the work of cultivating the
Garden which God has planted
within us from our birth (although
Voltaire would not put it that way).

Cultivating our inner Garden is no
easy task, for the weeds of the
passions, fostered and fertilized by
the temptations of the world, the
flesh and the devil, spring up quickly
and stubbornly within it. But He Who
issues the invitation is gracious and
no less determined to have His
beloved guests at His table. His call
is so insistent that, in Jesus’ Parable,
He has the Master tell the servant
gathering the guests, that he must
“compel them to come in, that My
House may be filled”.

Yet in the very next verse He says,
of some of the invitees, that none of
them “shall taste My supper”! Thus,
loving and desirous of their
fellowship though the Master may
be, some of those invited may still,
in the end, be excluded from the
Celebration - for they may not
ultimately truly be compelled.

A willing response is required. Weak
and faltering though it may be, our

work of cultivating the Garden of our
mind and soul is truly required of us.
This cultivation consists of penitence




NpPUMYCUTH.

[o6poBiNnbHUI BiArYK Taku
HeobXiaHMIM. Xou KoK cnabkoto i
nepepue4yacTtoto He 6yna 6 Hawa
npaust B 06pobiTky uboro Caay B
HalwoMy pO3yMi Ta AYLWi, @ BCe X TaKun
BOHa KOHeYyHa HaM. Lla o6pobka
CKNAaAAETbCA 3 NOKASHHS — 3
MOCTIMHOro HaBepHeHHSs Ao Toro, XTo

€ [>xepenoM cun, eHeprii Ta MyapocCTi.

Y Hei BxoasaTb MonuTtea i
po34yMyBaHHS. A TaKOX MOJIMTOBHE
CNiNIKYBaHHS 3 iHWWMN NIOAbMUN, AKi
HamaralTbCH BipHO BiAryKyBaTUCb Ha
3anpoweHHs Focnogaps Ha Woro
BeHkeT, WwWo6 noBepHyTMCA 4O CBOroO
cnpasXHboro flomy - 3 Hum, y Pato,
SIKOFO CMMBOJIOM i € uen Cag.

Focnoaap - Aobpun,
Josrotepnennesun i
MHorommnoctueuii. I "Bxxe Bce
HaroTtoBaHo". Mnig, AKMIN NNeKaeTbCA
y Caai cMUpeHHUX i BipHUX cepaeub
He byae oTpyeHUM, K noboroBaBCs
BUAWHITOH, @ TaknM, WO npuHece
CMaciHHSA | 3UiNEeHHS | HaM | IHLWWUM.

- of continual turning towards Him,
Who is the Source of strength,
energy and wisdom. It consists of
prayer and meditation. It consists,
as well, of prayerful fellowship with
others who are engaged in
responding faithfully to the Master’s
invitation to His Banquet, to return
to their true Home with Him in
Paradise, of which the Garden is a
symbol.

The Master is kind, patient and
merciful. And “all things are now
ready”. The fruit which shall be
nurtured in the garden of the
humble and faithful heart will not be
poisoned as Billington feared, but
the sort which will bring salvation
and healing to ourselves and to
others.
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