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NepeHeceHHA 3 EQpecun no
KoHcTaHTMHONONA
HepykoTBopHOro O6pasa
Nocnopa Icyca Xpucrta
(944) - Tpetboro Cnaca

Translation of the Image-
not-Made-by-Hands of Our
Lord Jesus Christ from
Edessa to Constantinople
(944) - the Third Feast of
the Saviour
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~Xpucre boxke, Hexai He
3acopoOMMUTbCA XKOoAeH, XTo Ha Tebe
ynoBae”

Lle CBATO — oCTaHHE 3 TpboX CBAT
Cnacutens, sKki 3aBeplyoTb LlepKoOBHUIM
pik npunagac Ha 29-ro cepnHs
(BianoBsigae 18-My ceprnHsa Ha
OniaHcbkOMY KaneHaapi). YkpaiHui ue
CBATO HasmBaloTb ,HepyKoTBOpHUM
Cnacom”.

lMpaBocnaBHi XpUCTUAHM NO BCbOMY CBITi
rAnboKo WaHyTb L0 cnaBHy IKOHY.
OcHoBa 1ioro — ocobnueuii gap Nocnopaa
uapto Asrapto egecbkomy (Epeca,
Hanbinbw npasgonofibHo, - cyyacHe
micto CaHntopda B TypeyunHi), akum
yBipyBaB y Hboro i nocnas Ao Hboro
CBOro cnyry AHaHia nonpocmTu, wob BiH
y340pOBUB Oro Big Mpokasn, a Takox
HamantoBaTu Moro noptpert. Lio nogaito

"0 Christ, God, let no one who hopes on
Thee be put to shame”.

This Feast, the last of the three Feasts
of the Saviour (“Spasa”) which close the
Church year of immovable Feasts
(according to the solar calendar), falls
on August 29 (corresponds to August 16
on the Julian Calendar). Ukrainians call
this Feast "Nerukotvornyy Spas”

Orthodox Christians throughout the
world have great reverence for this
renowned Icon. Its origins are in the
special gift offered by our Lord to King
Abgar of Edessa (most likely modern
Sanliurfa in Turkey), who believed in
Him and sent his servant Ananias to Him
to ask for healing of the king’s leprosy
and also to paint a portrait of Him. This
event is mentioned by the Church
historian Eusebius in his History of the
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3ragye€e LUepKoOBHUN iCTOpuK EBCEBIN Y
cBoeMy TBopi IcTopis Lepksn (1:13).

AHaHil He Mir gobpaTtuncsa go Nocnoaa
yepes HaToBM, ane Icyc noknmMkase MOro no
iMeHi i monpocus nNpuHecTn Momy Kycok
TKaHWHW 3 BOAOK. BiH NpUTUCHYB MOKpPY
TKaHMHY o Ceoro O6auyus i Bigaas ue
AHaHieBi, 0biuatoun, Wo npuwne momy i
YUHs, wo6 MonnTBOO 3UiNTK NOro.
O6pa3 NocnoaHboro O6nMyusa BiAbUBCS Ha
TKaHuHi! Konn Asrap no60oxHo npuknas
Moro oo ceoro obnmyys nNpokasa mMamnxe
30BCiM 3HMKNA. BiH WiNKoM 3uinnBCa, KOnun
npubys Anocton Tagen i3 CimgecsaTu
(naM’aTb Noro cBATKYeEMO 21-ro cepnHs/3-
ro BepecHsi: 0Cb TyT), K 06iuas ocnoab).

Lap Asrap npumictne CB. O6pas Haa
6pamMoto MicTa 3 Hanucom ,Xpucte boxe,
Hexan He 3aCOPOMUTbLCS XOAEH, XTO Ha
Tebe ynosae”. IkoHy 3axoBaB €nmckon
efeCbK1n, KoY BHYK Laps Bignas y
A3UYHULITBO i XOTiB 3HATK Ti. Bnagunka
3aKpuB Ti B CTiHi, 3aCBiTUBLUW Nnepes Helo
namnaay. 3 yacom 3abynu npo Hei. Ta He
3abyB npo Hux Nocnoab.

Y 545 p. IkoHa noBepHynacs, Konu
Boropoaunusa nosieunacs ToAillHLOMY
€nunckony i ckasana rMomy, Ae BOHa
3axoBaHa, Ta WO BOHAa crace MicTo Big
Hanaay nepcis. Konn IkoHy Biakpunun, To
nepea Heto gani ropina namnaga! I no
TOMYy siK Bnagunka o4onue XpecHui xia 3
HeK HaBKOJ10 MiCTa, HAI3HWKU BiACTYMWUIIN.

MicTo Egecy 3aBotoBanun apabu B 630 p.
Ta BOHM He nepewkoaXann XpucTusiHaMm
waHysaTtn Ob6pas. Y 944 p. uap
Bi3aHTINCbKkMn KOHCTAHTUH
MopdipopoaHnin gas sonogapto Egecu
BENIMKY CYyMy rpoLueln, i Ton nomy
NO3BONIMB NepeHecTn HepyKoTBOpPHUM
O6pas ao KoHcTaHTMHONONSA, A€ Oro
npuMicTuan B TapoCcbkoMy XpaMi
lMpecBaToi BoropoauLi.

[e 3apa3 3HaxoauTbCa opuriHan IKOHW He
Bigomo, Ta Ce. O6pa3 MaB BAACTUBICTb
TOYHO BiABGMBATUCH Ha iHWKMX TKAHWHAX Ta
HaBIiTb Ha KepaMili, Tak WO iCHYOTb

Church (1:13).

Ananias could not get to to the Lord
because of the crowd surrounding Him,
but Jesus called him by name and asked
for a cloth and water to be brought to
Him. He pressed the damp cloth to His
Face and gave it to Ananias, promising
to send a Disciple to heal him. The
image of the Lord’s Face was imprinted
on the cloth! When Abgar pressed it
reverently to his face he was almost
completely healed of his dread disease.
The full healing came with the promised
visit by the Apostle Thaddeus of the
Seventy (commemorated August
21/September 3: please see).

King Abgar placed the Holy Image in a
niche over the city gates with the
inscription: "O Christ, God, let no one
who hopes on Thee be put to shame”.
The Icon was hidden by the Bishop of
Edessa when a grandson of the King
lapsed into paganism and wanted to
remove it from the city wall. It was
walled up with bricks with a lampada
burning before it. Eventually people
forgot about it. But the Lord did not
forget about them.

In 545 the Icon reappeared after the
Theotokos appeared to the Bishop at the
time, told him where it was and that it
would save his city from an attack by
the Persians. When the Icon was
recovered, the lampada was still burning
before it! After the Bishop led a solemn
procession with it around the city, the
invaders withdrew.

Edessa was taken by the Arabs in 630
but they did not prevent the Christians
from venerating the Image. In 944 the
Byzantine Emperor Constantine
Porphyrogenitos gave the emir a large
amount of money and was permitted to
bring the Image-not-Made-by-Hands of
the Holy Face to Constantinople where it
was placed in the Tharossa Church of
the Most Holy Theotokos.
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AeKinbKa TOYHUX BiabUTKIB NOro, Ta
o4yeBMAHO baraTo ikoHOMKUCLIB Nig,
HaTXHeHHAM CBATOro lyxa Hanucanum i
penpoaykuii.

Konu wanina 6yps ikoHobopcTBa B 8-My
crtonitTi, MNana Mpuropin II HanucaB nucTa
3axumuaoym ixX Ao uaps Bi3aHTINCbKOro
3ragytoun HepykotBopHuii Obpas, sk
3aranbHO BigoMuii. BiH TBepAMB, WO AKLWLO
6 Nocnoab He 6axas, Wob MM Manu Ta
WwaHyBann IkoHu, To He 6yB 6u naB
CBiTOBI Uel npeuiHHMIA Jap 4yepes
Bipytouoro Llapsa Asraps.

I Tak Konu Bxe LlepKOBHUI pik 4OXOAUTb
00 KiHUg Nocnoab HaMm npuraaye,
HacKinbky BiH ntobuTb Ta NiKNyeTbCS
HaMmu. BiH He Tinbkn nas HaM 3MoOry
TpUMaTK CnoBecHMit 3anuc npo Moro
nepebyBaHHS MiX HaMK, ane TakoxXx naB
HaMm Obpas, Koro Moxemo 6aunTu i
WwaHysaTn. I Tak 3HOBY Haraaye HaM, WO
Woro BorosTineHHsM M1 noeaHaHi 3 Moro
boxectBoM — BiH cTas JllognHoto, Wwob mu
Mornum ctatu 6oxxectBeHHUMU. OTOX
CMUPEHHO i BASIYHO cniBnpaLoiiMo 3 Moro
Cs. AlyxoMm, wob6 po3BmBaTtu
6oxectBeHHUN Obpa3 y cobi Ta BCOAN
HaBKOJI0 Hac, Wob CcTano SABHUM, LLO
cnpasgi ,Nepenwno naHyBaHHs Ha4
cBiToM o Nocnoaa Haworo Ta 4o Xpucra
Woro, - i BiH 3auLaploe Ha BiuHi BikK”, K
nporonowye Ce. IBaHa y KHK3i
O6’aBneHHA (11:15), Ta 9K aHrNiNCbKNI
KoMmnosuTop xopax MaHaen y noro
yynoBoMy TBOpi ,Mecis”. AMiHb!
MapaHnaTta! Mpunan, Nocnoau Icyce!

It is not known whether the original Icon
is still among us, but one of its
miraculous features was the ability to
duplicate itself on other cloths and even
on ceramic, so that there are several
exact copies in existence, and of course,
iconographers have made many inspired
reproductions.

When the storm of iconoclasm was
raging in the 8th century, Pope Gregory
IT wrote a letter in their defense to the
Byzantine Emperor mentioning the Icon-
not-Made-by-Hands as a commonly
known phenomenon. He argued that if
the Lord had not meant us to have and
honour Icons, He would not have given
the world this precious gift through the
believing King Abgar.

As the Church Year draws to a close, we
are reminded of the Lord’s great love
and care for us. He did not require of us
simply that we keep a verbal record of
His sojourn among us, but also gave us
an Image which we could see and
venerate. Thus we are reminded again
that through His incarnation we are
united to His divinity — He became
human so that we could become divine.
Therefore let us work humbly and
gratefully, together with His Holy Spirit,
to unfold the divine Image within us and
all around us so that it may be manifest
that this world is indeed “become the
kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ;
and He will reign forever and ever” as
St. John proclaims in the Book of the
Apocalypse (11:15) and Handel so
stirringly announces in his magnificent
work “The Messiah”. Amen. Maranatha.
Come Lord Jesus!
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