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Hepina 13-ta no
MN'aTwpecaTHuui: QlistTu B
nobosi

Thirteenth Sunday after
Pentecost: Acting in Love!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

Y cborogHiwHin €saHrenii (I
KopuHTaH 16:13-24) Haw YyuTtens,
Anocton NaBno HacTaB/ISE HAC yce
YMHUTK 3 NtoboB’t0. UM He npekpacHa
HacTaHoBa? Ta MK MOXe 3anutanu 6:
ym cam lMaeno aie 3 nb6oB’t0, KON MK
YYEMO MOro C/roBa B LIbOMY X
YUTAHHIO: «KOKn XTo He NtobuTtb
Focnopa, Hexan 6yae npoknAaTUn!» Yu
X He KasaBs Icyc, Wo MU NOBUHHI
671aroc/10B/15TM TNX, AKI HaC
MPOKNHATL? K e ue BiH Ai€ B
nobosi?

Ta, 9K He AMBHO, MM 3HAX04UMO
LUiHHY BKa3iBKY Ha Te, SK A4idTn B
nto60oBI 3 LbOro X Taku BUCIOBY
MaBna. MaBno XX roBopuUTb Big cepus.
BiH He 6aBUTbCA YEMHUMU NO6'A3HMMM
cnosamu. BiH CEPAUTUWN! Ta HoMy X

In today’s Epistle (I
Corinthians 16:13-24) our Teacher,
the Apostle Paul, tells us to do
everything in love. Good advice, no?
But we might want to ask whether
Paul himself is acting in love when
we read him saying in this same
section: "Whoever does not love the
Lord - a curse on him!" Did not Jesus
say that we should bless those who
curse us? How is this acting in love?

Strange as it seems we can
find a valuable clue as to how to act
in love from this very expression of
anger and condemnation on Paul’s
part. This is because Paul is speaking
from the heart. He is not playing
nice, polite games. He is ANGRY!
Why is he so angry, though? It is
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BiH Takmn cepantnmn? A ToMy WO BiH
AincHo s1obute Icyca — nobutb Noro
BCiM cepueM Ta gyweto!

MoxxnuBo nerwe HaM 6yno 6
3p03yMiTh KoM 6 MM OCb Tak
OCMUCIUAM L0 CripaBy: ysaBiTb cobi,
o Yy BacC — Apyr, npo siKkoro Bu
nepekoHanumcb, WO BiH Hankpalla,
HanvMmyapiwa, Han4dygosiwa cBiTna
J0AMHA B LiNoMYy CBIiTi. A ToAi yaBiTb
cob6i, WO XTOCb HAaroBOPHE Ha LI
NaNHY, rOBOpUTb BpexHi NpoTu Hel,
YM NPOCTO rOBOPUTb NACKYAHI peui
nNpo Baworo Apyra. Tak, 9 NeBHUN, WO
n Bn PO3JTIOTUITNCA B! Ak i Masno.

Ta 4yoMmy Tak nobus Masno
Flocnopa? Nam’atanTte, wo MNasno 6ys
HEeCaMOBUTUM roHuUTesieM XpUCTUSH.
ByB BiH Ha wnaxy Ao Micta Jamack,
Wwob i TaM OYONUTU FOHIHHSA, AK Y
€pycanumi. I panTtoM Moro 3ycTpino
sicHe CBiTno, a 3 Hboro narigHun Ta
MiLHMP [onoc 3annTaB MOro: YoMy BiH
nepecninye Moro? Lle x 6ys Cam
Focnoab Icyc, wo otoToxHoBaB Cebe
3 XpuctmnsaHamm, ski yepes Nasna 6ynu
yB'si3HeHi Ta HaBiTb 3abuTi. Icyc He
CyAuB i He 3acyaxysas [laBna.
HaTomicTb BiH gonomir nomy
NOCTaBUTU camoMy cobi BaXkKnmee
nuTaHHAa. Konu MNaBno 3Hanwos
BiANoOBiAb Ha LeW 3anuT BiH CTaB
LiZIMM | OHOBNeHUM. BiH cTaB HOBOIO
noanHoto. Icycosa noboB BUMHMANA
ue. MNMaBno BiAryYKHYBCS B came
Hankpawmi cnocié. BiH wmpum
cepueM nontobus Icyca.

Mwu TyT nomictunm IKoHy
XpucTa, Wo Ha3nBaAETbCA «XKeHUx».
BoHa onucye kpauwe 4mm byab-SKi
cnoBa Ty KoOWTOBHY ntobos Nocnoaa,
Akuin oToToXHIOE Cebe 3i CBOIMM
CTpaxkaar4ymmm nabMu i NnpuimnMace
iXHIO cMepTb ¥ Cebe, w06 BOHa BXe

because he really loves Jesus - loves
Him with all his heart and soul!

It might be easier for us to
understand this if we were to look at
it in this way: imagine that you have
a friend whom you have found to be
the best, the wisest, the kindest, the
most wonderful splendid person in
the world. And then imagine
someone slandering this person,
telling lies about him or her, or just
saying nasty things in general about
your friend. Yes, I think, you would
be FURIOUS! Just as Paul was.

Why did Paul love the Lord so
much? Remember that Paul had been
a violent persecutor of Christians. He
was en route to the city of Damascus
to lead the persecution there just as
he had done in Jerusalem. Suddenly
he was confronted with a bright Light
and in the midst of it a gentle firm
Voice asked him why he was
persecuting Him. It was the Lord
Jesus, identifying Himself with the
Christians Paul had had imprisoned
and even killed. Jesus did not judge
or condemn Paul. Instead He helped
him to ask himself a very important
question. When Paul found the
answer he was healed and restored.
He became a new person. The love
of Jesus had done it. Paul responded
in the very best way possible. He
loved the Lord back.

We have reproduced here the
Icon of Christ called “The
Bridegroom” which illustrates better
than any verbal expressions the
costly love of the Lord Who identifies
with His suffering people and accepts
their death into Himself so that it
would no longer have power over
them.



6inblwe He Mana BNnagu Hag HUMW,

MaBno BYMTb HaC, WO AN TOro,
wob aincHo aiatn B ntob6OBIi MM MyCUMO
3HanTK yyaosy ntobos. Icyca. J1obos,
AKa LWAHYE rigHiCTb Ta YeCHICTb
noanHn. Jliobos, sika He
NPUMUPIOETBLCS 3 BpexHer umn
NVLUEMIPCTBOM, @ 3aBXAM CMOHYKYE
Hac CTaBaTW HaWKpawmMn abMN,
SAKMMU TiNIbKN MOXEMO MU BYyTU — TUMM
YMM MW Hacrpasai €: NpeuiHHUMMN
AitbMn OTus HebecHoro!

LLykanmo uiei nobosi. OauH 3
HanKpawmx crnocobis — BMPILLNTH
AiaTn Ta roeoputn, 9Kk pobus Icyc. O
TakK, y Hac 6yayTtb 6arato HeBAau y
LbOMY HamaraHHt. He nerko Ham
PYMHYBATW AAaBHI HABUYKWN CTpaxy Ta
cebentobcrBa. Ane HaBiTb
npoBantoBaTUCA B Takin bnaropogHin
Crpasi — Ue BXe LOoCb AyXe Benuke!
HabaraTto Kpawie ue, YMM MaTu ycnix y
UNCNEHHMX YnHaxX obMaHy,
HeNAAHOCTI Ta NUXKn, 9Ki Tak
HanonernnMBoO HaMaraklTbCs onaHyBaTU
Hawy yBsary. Lle x Benuke gino,
yacaMu nNocTpaxaaTu, Konum ue
CTpaXAaHHS NPUHOCUTbL A06pPO TUM,
AKNX MU NHOO6MMO — | OCTaTOYHO 1 HaM
caMuM. SKacb y uboMy cnasa!

YoMy X 61 HaM He NPUNHATH
uen BMkNMK? Lle x 3pobunn geski 3
HanCnNaBHIWMX i HaMKpaLWnXx noaen,
AKX KoNu-Hebyab 3HaB CBIiT. I To
HaBiTb AesKi 3 TUX, AKi HEe Manun L€l
MPEeKpPacHOi CMOHYKU, AKY MAEMO MU
AK NpaBocnaBHi XpUCTUAHN MU
rnocesayeHi Biputu B Icyca, gk
BtineHoro bora, Apyry Ocoby
MpeceaToi Tpownui, MNpeasiyHoro CuHa
Mpeasiynoro OTus. MaiMo 3a HuM y
Pain, akoro BiH 3006yB — no4ynHatoum
BXXe TYT Ha LbOMY CBITi!

Paul teaches us that to really
be acting in love we need to find this
wonderful love of Jesus. A love which
respects people’s dignity and
integrity. A love which does not
make peace with lies or hypocrisy,
but always persuades us to become
the very best people we can be -
who we really are: the precious
children of the Heavenly Father!

Let’s look for this love. One of
the best ways is to decide to act and
speak as Jesus did. Oh, yes, we will
fail in this endeavour over and over.
It is not easy to break old habits of
fear and selfishness. But even to fail
in such a noble undertaking is
something great! It is much better
than succeeding at the many
undertakings of deception, cruelty
and arrogance that present
themselves so insistently to our
attention. It is a great thing to suffer
sometimes, if that suffering benefits
those we love, and ultimately, our
own selves. There is a glory about it!

Why not take up the
challenge? Some of the greatest and
best people the world has ever
known have done so. Even some who
did not have the excellent reason we
have: as Orthodox Christians we are
committed to believing that Jesus is
God Incarnate, the Second Person of
the Trinity, the Eternal Son of the
Eternal Father. Let’s follow Him to
the Paradise He has won - beginning
here upon the earth!






