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Ce. MyyeHuys €s0oKin
Feniononbcoka

The Venerable Martyr Eudokia
of Heliopolis

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

« S5l Bac 3BiJIbHAIO Big AO4YaCHOro
pa6cTBa Ha 3emJi. A BM Tenep
NOBMHHI 3406yTN CBOIO BOJIIO Bif
BiuHOro pa6cresa AnsBOJly CBOIM
HaBepHeHHAM fao Bbora. BiH ke
MOBHICTIO cnace Bac i 3pobutb Bac
CBoe€ro auTnHo.» (Cnosa CsB. €EBAOKIl
npw 3BiJIbHEHHIO iT KONIMLWHIX pa6iB)

Ha 14-ro 6epe3Hs 3a
rpuropiaHcbkmnm kaneHgapem (ue x - 1-ro
b6epesHs 3a toniaHCbKMM) MU MOMUHAEMO
BWAATHY CBATY XiHKY, IKa, KaXyTb, MOrna
6yna 6 6yt KOHKypeHTOM Kneonatpi,
konu 6 6yna npoaoBxXyBana CBil
MUPCbKWI CMOCI6 XUTTSA 3aMiCTb NPUAHATH
MyApe pilleHHs HaBepHYTUCHA A0 XpucTa m
3006yTn LlapcTtBo, ke He MUHAETbCS.
BoHa — CB. €Bgokis Neniononbcbka (Le
iM’a 03Hauvae «Micto CoHus»). Ti x iM's,
O O3HA4Ya€e «xopowa Ha Burnag» abo
«lWAHOBaHa» MOXeMO NOYYyTU B FPeLbKOMY
TEKCTi aHresIbCbKOro BiTaHHSA

“I am setting you free from
temporary slavery on earth. You
must now win your freedom from

eternal slavery to the devil by
turning to God. He will fully deliver
you and make you His child.” (St.
Eudokia’s words upon the liberation
of her slaves).

On March 14 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is March 1 on the
Julian) we commemorate a remarkable
holy woman who, some say, would have
rivalled Cleopatra, had she continued in
her worldly style of living instead of
making the wise decision of turning to
Christ and winning a Kingdom which
does not pass away. It is St. Eudokia of
Heliopolis (the name means “City of the
Sun”). Her name, which means “well-
seeming” (literally “good-looking”) or
“esteemed” may be heard in the Greek
of the angelic greeting to the Shepherds
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Bidbneemcbknm Mactyxam: «CnaBa
Focnoay Ha Hebecax, i xah MMp NaHYE Ha
3eMni Mix noabMu, ski bory muni» (To6T10
«eBgokiac») (Jlykn 2:14).

Mi3Hiwe 6ynn Tpn pMMCbKi
iMnepaTpuui 3 TUM xe imeHeM (byBag,
NUWYTb MOro «EBAOKCIA», WO 3B'A3YE Ue
iM’s 3 noxBasnol, To6TO «gokca»). MNepuwa
3 HMX nepecnigysana Ce. IBaHa
3o0n0TOyCTOrO, a ii HeBicTKa, adiHka, ska
npunHsIa ue iMm’'a Npyu HaBepHEHHIO 40
XpUCTUAHCTBA, NMcasa roMepuyHy
XPUCTUAHCBKY MN0e3it0, AIKa iCHYE A0 HUHI.
Mo3aivHy IKOoHY ii 3 11-ro BiKy MOXHa
nob6aunTn B apxeosioriyHoMy My3ser B
Crambyni (konmcb Ha3nBaBCs
KoHcTanTuHononb). Ii gouka, 3 TMM xe
imeHeM, B6ynia ApYXUHOI 3axiAHbOo-
Pumcbkoro iMmnepaTtopa, BaneHtunHiana III.
(e Takox iM’a MOE€T TiTkM No 6aTbKoBI,
sdKa ynokoinacsa B [locnogi we AUTUHKOLO,
a TakoXx maTtepi 1 6abyHi Mmoro cuHa).

€saokisa Neniononbcbka (CbOrogHi
ue Micto baanbbek y JliBaHi) 6yna
KpacuBOl SA3NYHULE QiHIKiINKO, gKa
Xwuna B 1-My Ta 2-My BiUi Halwoi epw.
A3NUYHMUBKNIA KOAEKC AaBaB il NOBHY
NiLeH3it0 KOPUCTaTUCS CBOEKD Kpacow Ans
3006yTTSa H6araTtcTBa M Bnagm, i BoHa Xy
LbOMY Masa BesindyesHuin ycnix. Ane
IOHICTb, Kpaca, 6araTcTBo i Bnaja He
3aneBHATb HIKOMY CMOKO Y AyMKaX i
pagocTi B aywi. OgHoro sevyopa €s40Kis
rnoyyna MoMiHHA NOAOPOXHLOro YeHus,
fepMaHa, y CyCiACbKOMY AOMi. Y HMX BOHA
noyyna cnosa, sKi B Hel po36byannn i
CTpax i NnparHeHHs MaTu Kpawy
3abe3neyeHicTb Big Ti€l TEHAITHOI, AKy
JaloTb CKOPO 3aracatodi 3eMHa Kpaca,
6araTctBo i BNnaga. BoHa nowykana YeHus
i Bii HbOro Noyyna npo KiHeub 3eMHUX
ckapb6iB Ta Npo BiYHY paAiCTb i XNTTA
LlapcTBa, 9Ky yBiB y CBIiT XpuUcToC
locnoab.

Ta €BAokKiga He cniwwnna nerko
BiAAaTW Te, YOro BOHa CBOEK Kpacotw Ta
ambiTHicTio 6yna 3a06yna. «A wo 6yae,
AKLLO A yce Le BigAaM a BCe 04HO He
oTpuMato Tux ckapbis, npo ski
po3ka3syete? Yum He paxyBanacsa 6 a Toai
HEepo3yMHO?"” 3annTana BoHa NepmaHa.

of Bethlehem: “Peace on the earth, to
men of good will (literally *men on
whom His favour rests” i.e. “eudokias)”
(Luke 2:14).

There were, later, also three
Roman empresses of the same name
(sometimes written “Eudoxia”, which
links the name with “praise” i.e. doxa).
The first persecuted St. John
Chrysostom, while her daughter-in-law,
an Athenian, who took the same name
upon her conversion to Christianity,
wrote Homeric Christian poetry which
survives to this day. A mosaic Icon of
her, from the 11" century may be seen
in an archeological museum in Istanbul
(formerly Constantinople. Her daughter,
also of the same name, was the wife of
the Western Roman emperor,
Valentinian III. (It is also the name of
my own paternal aunt, who fell asleep in
the Lord while yet a baby, and of my
son’s mother and grandmother).

Eudokia of Heliopolis (today the
city of Baalbek in Lebanon) was a
beautiful pagan Phoenician who lived in
the first and second centuries A.D. The
pagan ethical code gave her full licence
to make use of her beauty to obtain
wealth and power and this she did with
great success. Youth, beauty, wealth
and power do not, however, assure one
of peace of mind and joy of soul. One
evening Eudokia heard a visiting monk
named Germanus at prayer in a
neighbour’s house. She heard words
that awakened fear in her, as well as a
thirst for a security greater than the
fragile one offered by quickly fading
earthly beauty, wealth and power. She
sought out the Monk and heard him
speak of the end of earthly treasures
and of the eternal joy and life of the
Kingdom ushered in by Christ, the Lord.

Eudokia, however, was not about
to lightly give up that which she had
won by her beauty and ambition. *"What
if I give this up and still do not obtain
the treasures of which you speak, would
I not be a fool?” she asked Germanus.
The monk counselled her to fast and
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MoHax nopaauB i NONOCTUTU N MONTUTUCS
Ha NPOTA3i TUXKHSA, | ax ToA4i BUPIWNUTK, LLO
Ma€ pobutn. Konun BiH noBepHyBCS A0 Hel
€Baokis Bxe 6yna NnpuroTossieHa
NMPUNHSATKM KPOK Ao LlapcTea, aKoro BiH
nposiwas. Ha npoTtasi Toro TmxHs ii 6ys
BiaBigaB AHren, i no4yna BOHA, K AUABOJ
OonpoTecToBYBaB, WO BOHa 3aBxaun byna
Moro cnyrot oTox bor He moxe ii
NpuHATK. Ha ue AHren piwyde Bignosis,
Wwo bor npmiMae KOXHOro rpilHnKa, SKui
KaETbCH.

OTpuMaBLUKM Take 3aCrOKOEHHS i
CYMHIBiB, €BAOKIS1 HaBepHynacs Ao
locnoga BCiM CBOIM ecTBOM. [licnga
HaB4YaHHSA B Bipi BoHa npuiiHana Cearte
XpeweHHs i nepegana 6inblWiCTb CBOEI
B/1IACHOCTI Ha po3nopsaa)XeHHs Llepksu,
wob po3noainntu ii nomix noTpebyrounmn.
BoHa Takox no3sinbHIOBana ceoix pabis,
MPOMOBASAIOUM iM: «5 BacC 3BiNbHAO BiA
Jo4yacHoro pabcrsa Ha 3emni. A BU Tenep
NOBWHHI 3406yTK CBOIO BOJIIO Bif BiYHOMO
pabcTBa AMSABONY CBOIM HaBEPHEHHAM A0
Bora. BiH e noBHicTio cnace Bac i
3pobuTb Bac CBOED ANTUHOLD.»

€BAOKISA NpUeaHanacs 40 CRinKu
No6OXKHUX XKIHOK, SKi XWX pa3oMm, sK
MoHaxuHi. KonnwHin i KoMNaHbNOH,
dinocTpaT, NpUNWOB A0 HEi i HaMarasecs
BiAMOBUTMU 1 BiJ WNAXY, AKOro BOHA
Bubpana. €saokiga cnanaxHyna! BoHa
nomonwunacs, wob bor HakasaB MOro Ta
Wwob He aaB MOMY BUUATU 3 NPUMILLEHHS.
dinocTpaT NnoBasMBCA Ha 3eMJli MEPTBUM.
€BOKifA 3pa3y 3po3yMina, Wwo Taka
MonuTtea - HeAOCTOMHa B MOCNIAOBHMKA
munocepaHoro ocnoaa Icyca.
HanpasneHa f'ocnoaoM, BoHa X ToAi
nomonunacs, wob roHaK NoBepHyBCS A0
XUTTH. Ha uto MonuTBy Bignosie Nocnoab,
i caMm dinocTpaT ToAi HAaBEpPHYBCS i CTas
XpUCTUAHOM.

Lle 6yno nepwunm 3 nogibHmx
yyaec. Konu cuH rybepHaTtopa ABpeniaHa,
sikoro 6yB nocnaB noro 6aTbKo 3 3aroHOM
conpaTiB nepeBipnth rpomaay CBATOi, Ky
OCKap>yBasia B NMPMX0OBYBaHHI MiCbKUX
ckap6iB, NOWKOANB CBOK HOry Ta nomMep,
TOo ®dinocTtpaTt po3ka3aB rybepHaToposBi
npo 4yao, sike cam 6yB nepexus vyepes

pray for a week, and then make up her
mind. When he returned to her, Eudokia
was ready to take the step towards the
Kingdom he proclaimed. During that
week she had been visited by an Angel
and had also heard the devil protesting
that she had always been his servant
and so God could not accept her. To
which the Angel had firmly responded
that God accepted any sinner who
repented.

Her doubts thus appeased,
Eudokia turned to the Lord with all her
being. Having received instruction in the
faith she received Holy Baptism and
handed over most of her property to the
disposal of the Church to be distributed
among the needy. She also gave her
slaves their freedom, saying: “I am
setting you free from temporary slavery
on earth. You must now win your
freedom from eternal slavery to the
devil by turning to God. He will fully
deliver you and make you His child.”

Eudokia joined a group of pious
women living together as monastics. A
former companion of hers, Philostratos,
came to her and sought to dissuade her
from the path she had chosen. Eudokia
responded with anger. She prayed that
God would rebuke him and not allow
him to leave the premises. Philostratos
fell down dead. Eudokia immediately
realized that such a prayer was
unworthy of a follower of the
compassionate Lord Jesus. At the Lord’s
direction she now prayed that the young
man be restored to life. This prayer was
answered and Philostratos himself
repented and became a Christian.

This was the first of such
miracles. When the son of the governor,
Aurelian, sent by his father with a
detachment of soldiers to investigate the
Saint’s community on charges of
concealing the city’s treasures there,
injured his leg and died, Philostratos told
the governor of the miracle he himself
had experienced through Eudokia’s
prayers. At Aurelian’s request, Eudokia
prayed and his son was returned to him




Monuteun €Baokii. Ha npoxaHHsa ABpeniaHa
€BAOKIS nOMoAMNacs i CMH BepHYBCS A0
6aTbKa XnBMM. ABpeniaH i 1noro
CniBpOBITHMKKN NpUEAHAnNNCA A0 BipyOUMX.

IHwwni rybepHaTop, lioreH, nocnase
CBOro BiICbKOBOIo KoMeHaaHTa, diogopa,
3aTpuMaTn EBAOKIIO | MyunTn ii 4OTU, AOKMK
BOHa 3peuyeTbcs Bipu, aKy puMcbka Braga
BBaxkana Bopoxoto anga Imnepii. MNigyac
uboro fliogopa nosigoMunau nNpo Harny
CMepTb Moro ApyxuHn, ®ipMiHu. Y sigvai,
npuragaewwun Te, WO BiH 6yB No4yB Npo
pe3ynbTaTh 3acTtynHuutea CBATOI, BiH
ctaB 6naratu ii MonuTUCS, WOH6 Noro
yntobneHa apy>XuHa noBepHynacs A0
HbOI0 XXMBOID. €BAOKIA MONUAUCS | TakK
BOHO 1 cTanocs. Toai i AdioreH i dioaom
npueaHanmca Ao XpUCTUAHCLKOI rpoMaau,
a €EBAOKiS HaBITb i 3aMellKana B MOro AoMi
Ha neBHWN 4yac. BoHa 3aoxoTmna Mdiogopa
CaMOMYy MOMOJINTUCHA NPO BOCKPECIHHSA
CWHa BAOBMUI, SKOro 6yB BKYCUB 3Mil.
MonuTteBa 6yna BuciyxaHa. €s40Kis
NpOXWsa CroKiMHO B CBOIN CMiNIbHOTI Ha
6araTo pokiB.

Ta HapewTi HoBUI rybepHaTtop,
BikeHTili, BigHOBMB nepecnigyBaHHS i
LUbOro pasy €sAoKia noceigumnnia npo
Focnoga XutTa, AKnii cMepTiO CMepTb
noaonas, cTaBwu MyyeHuueto. Ti
obesronosunn 1-ro 6epesHsa (ue — 14-ro
6epesHsa 3a rpuropiaHCbKMM KaneHgapem),
107-ro p. (mexto kaxe 120-ro, 126-ro,
152-ro,I a To 1 160-ro p.). Bnpoaosx
CBOro 3€éMHOI0 XUTTH €BAOKIA XuMNa Ha
3eMni, K rpoMagsiHka BiyHoro Llapctea. A
3apa3s 3i ceoro micuda B Ocensax
npasansoro CoHus MNMpaBeaHOCTI BOHa
3acCTyrnaeTbCcs 3a TUX, AKi We MaHApYTb
Mo CBIiTi 30 BCi€l MOro Kpacow Ta
NpUMapHMMU CrOKYCaMmn, 3aKInKaruun
BCiX NpueagHaTnUCcs 40 Bi4HOI PoanHu
BnaxeHHuX, AKi XUBYTb Y NEPEMOXHOMY
locnogesi Icycosi, Bory iCTUHHOMY Ta
iICTUHHIN JTlognHi. AMiHb.

alive. Aurelian and his associates joined
the ranks of believers.

Another governor, Diogenes, sent
his military commander, Diodorus, to
arrest Eudokia and torture her until she
renounced the Faith which Roman
authorities considered to be an enemy of
the Empire. During this procedure
Diodorus was told of the sudden death
of his wife, Firmina. In desperation,
recalling what he had heard about the
results of the Saint’s intercession, he
begged her to pray that his beloved wife
be restored to him. Eudokia did pray
and this came to pass. Now, both
Diogenes and Diodorus joined the
Christian community, and Eudokia even
lived in his household for a time. She
encouraged Diodorus himself to pray for
the raising of the son of a widow who
had been bitten by a snake. The prayer
was answered. Eudokia lived peacefully
with her community for many years.

Finally a new governor, Vicentius,
resumed the persecution and this time
Eudokia witnessed to the Lord of life,
who trampled down death by death, by
her martyrdom. She was beheaded on
March 1 (which is March 14 on the
Gregorian Calendar), 107 (some say
120, 126, 152 or even 160). During her
earthly life Eudokia had lived on earth as
a citizen of the eternal Kingdom. Now,
from her place in the Mansions of the
true Sun of Righteousness, she
intercedes for those still sojourning upon
the earth with its beauties and its
illusive temptations, calling all to join
the eternal Family of the Blessed, who
live in and by the victorious Lord Jesus,
true God and true Man. Amen.




