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«Toboto papyetTbes, BnaropgaTtHas,
BCsIKa TBap, aHrenibCbKun cobop i
yonoBiyecbKkum pia» (i3 3apgocToHUnkKa
Ha Jlityprii CB. Bacunia Benukoro, TBip
C.. IBaH [JamackuHa).

HauebT1o ans nigTBepmKeHHs
BaXIMBOCTi YyaoBoi IkoHu Boropoaui
«Tpoepyunui», i cBaTkye LiepkoBHui
KaneHngap ax 0siyi 8 080x muxHsx (11-ro
FINMHSA FPUrOPISAHCBLKMM /28-r0 YepBHS
FOMIAHCBKMM i 25-r0 NUNHA
rpUropistHcbknm/12-ro tonistHebkum)! B IkoHK
[iACHO OVBHO icTOpid, Aka 6araTbom
npaBoCraBHMM MasnoBigoma. Hemae Hidoro
He3BMYaHOro B TOMy, Konu ByBsae, Lo
BipHi 3anuTy0Tb cBoro CesweHuka: Lo x
Le 3a npuMapHa TpeTs pyKa Ha OesKnx
IkoHax Boxoi MaTepi? Ocb po3nosigb Npo
ue. BoHa noe’sisaHa 3 icTopieto KOHGMIKTY
npo |koHW, aKi € HEBIA' EMHMM BUCNIOBOM

“All creation rejoices in You, O full of
grace: the assembly of Angels and the
human race” (from the Theotokion of
the Liturgy of St. Basil, authored by St..
John of Damascus).

As though to make sure that we
note the significance of the wonderful Icon
of the Troyeruchytsia (“Three-handed”)
Mother of God, the Church Calendar
celebrates it twice within two weeks (July
11 Gregorian/June 28 Julian and July 25
Gregorian/July 12 Julian)! The Icon does
indeed have a marvellous history, little
known to many Orthodox Christians. It is
not unusual for the faithful to ask their
Priest: What is this ghostly third hand in
some Icons of the Mother of God? Here is
the story. It is linked with the history of the
conflict over Icons, which are an essential
expression of our conviction that our Lord
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HaLLOro NepekoHaHHs, Wo Haw [focnogb
Icycy — IctuHHa JTioguHa, sk i lctnHHni bor,
Ta WO Yepes Bipy B HbOro Ta egHaHHA 3
Hum, mn gincHo 3’eaHaHi 3 borom
npeggivyHMM, OCHOBO BCbOro OyTTd Ta
TBOPIHHS.

IKoHa U5 noB’si3aHa 3 CB. IBaHOM
[amacknHom (Hapoamecs 676 p. — gesiki
axepena HaBiTb TBEPAATb, LLO L€ BiH
Hanucas i, Wo JOCUTb CyMHiBHE). |IBaH GyB
AOBIpEHMM ypsiAoBLEM MYCYITbMaHCbLKOro
xanicda damacky, sk OyB i noro 6aTbko (Lo
npaegonoaibHo Hasmeaeca MaHcyp — Le
apabcbke iM’s, Lo 03HaYae «nepemoxeLb
3aBasiku boxoi gonomorny Big apabcbkoro
«Hacp», WO 03Ha4vae «nepemorar). Piwyya
npuHanexHicte MaHcypa 1 IBaHa Bipi
XPpUCTOBIN HE 3MeHLLYyBana ixHe
CTaHoBuLe B Xanitha — HaBnaku BoHa
HaneBHO pobuna iX UiHHILIMMK TUM, LLIO
BOHW Hamaranucs BipHO BTiNOBaTN BYEHHSA
"ocnoaa Haworo B CBOE LLOAEHHE XUTTS.
Taka npakTmka HeMuUHy4Ye pobuTb KOXHY
noguHy 6narocnoBeHHAM Ans iXHiX
npauegasuiB Ta Anga cycninbctea B3arani!

IBaH i 1Oro EANHOKPOBHUI BpaT
Kocma Bumnuca Big npuBaTHOro
peneTuTopa, Cilinincbkoro XpncTusiHCbLKOro
YeHusa Kocmu, skoro 6yB 3BinbHUB MaHcyp
3 nomiv4io Xanida. IsaH 6yB 6nvcky4mm
YYHEM i NOro OCTaTOYHO 3aaHraxxyBas
Xanid A6ayn Manek cBOiM rofiloBHUM
PagHukom. Ta gyxoBHa 1 6orocrnoBcbka
3000B’A3aHICTb NPUHECNN NOMY
YTPYOHEHHS — i TYT HEMag€ Hidoro
HEe3BMYaMHOro y LbOMY rPiLLIHOMY CBITi.
BisaHTincbkmmn imnepaTop JleB IcaBpsiHWH
6yB po3noyaB kKaMmnaHito No3byTucs IKoH no
Llepksax. [1o ub0Oro mMormno npuBecTu Noro
HernpaBoCriaBHe BUXOBAHHS, B SSIKOMY
nigkpecnioanu boxecTtso XpucTa, a
npumeHLysanm Moro Yonosivectso. A
TakoX Morno 6 6yTn CNOHYKO
nepekoHaHHs (paHHIn NpUKnag «nosiTUYHOI
KOPEKTHOCTI»?) NpO Te, WO YCYHEHHS |KOH
3MEHLNTb NOTEHLiHI Cynepeykn 3
MycCyrbMaHamu Ta eBpesamm (0buasi Ui
BipOCMOBIAHI CMINLHOTU yBaXatoTb NOLLAHY
A0 |KOH iZononokNoHCTBOM). IBaH 3pasy
3ay4MBCA B 3aXUCT IKOH, NULLIYYK

Jesus is True Man as well as True God,
and that, through faith and union with Him,
we are truly united to the eternal God, the
Source of all life and creation.

The Icon is linked with St. John of
Damascus (born in 676 - some sources
say it was even he who wrote it — which is
rather doubtful). John was a trusted
official of the Muslim Caliph of Damascus,
as his father [probably named “Mansur”,
an Arabic name meaning “victorious by
divine aid” (from the Arabic “nasr”
meaning “victory”)] had been. Mansur’s
and John’s firm adherence to the Faith of
Christ did not diminish their standing with
the Caliph —in fact it likely made them
even more valuable as they endeavoured
to embody faithfully the teachings of our
Lord in their daily living. Such a practice
inevitably makes everyone a blessing to
their employers and to society in general!

John and his half-brother Cosmas
were educated by a private tutor, a
Sicilian Christian Monk named Cosmas,
whose liberty Mansur had obtained with
the help of the Caliph. John was a brilliant
student and was eventually engaged by
Caliph Abdul Malek as his chief councillor.
However John'’s spiritual and theological
engagement got him in trouble — not at all
unusual in this fallen world. The Byzantine
emperor, Leo the Isaurian, had embarked
on a campaign to eliminate Icons in the
Churches. He may have been influenced
by his heterodox upbringing, which
emphasized Christ’s Divinity and
minimized His Humanity, or he may even
have been motivated by the conviction (an
early example of “political correctness”?)
that the removal of Icons would diminish
potential conflicts with Muslims and Jews
(both of these faith communities consider
the veneration of Icons to be idolatry).
John quickly got involved in the defence of
Icons, writing eloguently but in a fashion
which ordinary people could comprehend.

Emperor Leo was furious with him
and resorted to intrigue. He sent the
Caliph a letter, carefully forged to appear




KpaCHOMOBHO ane 1 Tak, WO 3BUYaiHi
NIOAN MOTIN FIEFKO NOro 3PO3yMITH.

ImnepaTop JleB ayxe po3ntoTUBCA
Ha HbOro i BAaBca Jo iHTpur. BiH nocnas
Xanidy nucta xutpo nigpobneHoro, wob
BUrnsaaB Hadve 6 6yB BiH HanMcaHWUn
IBaHOBOIO pyKOIO, B AIKOMY TOM Ha4yebTo
nponoHyBaB 3gath [lamack y Noro pyku.
Cepautuin Xanid, BigkMaaoum BigmMoBy
CBOro gosipeHoro PagHuka, npucyams
BiATSATM npaBy pyKy IBaHOBY (i TYT HEMaE
HI4YOro He3BNYAMHOIO B 3aKOHI LWapiaTy —
Hamip 6yB BUSIBUTU Munocepas, 6o x
3M0YUHLS BCE X TaKW He CTpaYytoTh). |BaH 3
rmmbokmnm 6onem Ta NpUrHobneHHsIM B3sIB
CBOIO PYKY i cTaB monutucs nepeq IkoHoto
Boxoi MaTepi (oeski mxepena KaxyTb Hibu
ue byna gaeHs IkoHa, siky Hanucas OyB cam
Cs. €aHrenict Jlyka). BiH nepea Helo i
3acHyB i B CHi no6a4ymB boxy Marip, sika
MoMy ckasana, Lo Noro pyka — noBepHeHa
NoMmy, a BiH NOBUHEH KOPUCTATMUCA HELO ANs
cnaeu boxoi. Aka x 6yna IBaHoBa pagicTb,
KONW BiH NPOKMHYBCSA | nobayus, WO Tak
BOHO 1 cTanocsa nomy! 3annwinecs Tinbku
TOHEHbLKWUI LWIpaMm, 9K CBiOOK Npo
amnyTauito. BiH HocuB nepeB’as, akum byna
3aBWHEHa NOoro pyka, HaBKOMoO CBOEI rornoBu
BMPOLOBX YCbOro CBOro XUTTS (OCb TYT).

[lexTo Biakmaae U0 po3noBiab siK
npocty nereHay. MNMogibHi NosicHeHHA aaTb
i Ha yyaeca XpucTa 1 Moro AnocTonis
onucaHi B Hoeomy 3agiTi. A Liepksa piwyye
CTBEPAXYE, LLO TaKi Yyaa 6yBaloTb, XO4 He
4acTo — TOMY X BOHU Yyda — i 3BU4aNHO He
Nno 3amMOBJIEHHI0. BOHM HaragytoTb Ham Npo
Ty JOCKOHanICTb, fKka HacTaHe B
ManbyTHbOMY BiLli, i AAOTLCA HaM, SK
O3HaKM Ons 3MiLHEeHHs Hawoi Bipu. [exTo
NPOTECTYE, L0 SAKLLO X BOHO Tak, To bor
UMM NopyLuye nopsaok disuyHUX 3aKOoHiIB,
AkuMu BiH CTBOPUB i Kepye BCECBITOM — LLIO
N YMOXITMBIIHOE HAYyKOBI focnian Ta
BuHaxogu. A XpUCTUSHK BignNoBigaThb, WO
€ HabaraTo Oinblue Toro, 4Yoro Mn He
3HAEMO, YMM TOrO, WO MW 3HAEMO MpPO
BCECBIT i NP0 3aKOHW, sIKi B HbOMY il0Th, Ta
LLIO HaYKOBi JOCArHEHHS He 3anepeYytoTb, a
pajlle NpoCBiYYOTh Halle PO3yMiHHA TakuX

to be in John’s handwriting, which offered
to betray Damascus into his hands. The
angry Caliph, refusing to listen to his
trusted councillor, ordered the amputation
of John’s right hand (not unusual in Sharia
law — this was intended to be merciful
since the wrongdoers are not executed
outright). In profound pain and humiliation,
John took his hand and prayed before an
Icon of the Mother of God (some sources
say it was an ancient lcon written by St.
Luke the Evangelist himself). He fell
asleep before it and saw, in a dream, the
Mother of God who said that his hand was
restored and he should use it to the glory
of God. To his joy, when John awoke, he
found that this was indeed so! Only a thin
scar remained as evidence of the
amputation. He wore the scarf, with which
his hand had been wrapped, around his
head for the rest of his life (click here).

There are those who dismiss this
account as simply legendary. Similar
explanations are given of the miracles of
Christ and His Apostles recorded in the
New Testament. The Church firmly
declares that such miracles do occur,
albeit infrequently — which is what gives
them the character of miracles - and
certainly not on demand. They remind us
of the perfection which will be in the life of
the age to come and are given as signs to
encourage us in our faith. Some object
that if such were the case, God would be
disrupting the order of the physical laws
by which He created and governs the
universe - which make possible scientific
study, research and advances. Christians
respond that there is much more that we
do not know, than that which we know
about the universe and the laws which
operate in it, and that scientific advances
do not contradict but often illuminate our
understanding regarding these matters.

Hearing about John’s miraculous
restoration of his hand, the Caliph offered
to reinstate him, but the Saint demurred
and instead entered the Monastery of St.
Sabbas near Jerusalem where he
continued his writing, among other
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cnpas.

Mo4yBLIN NpO YyaecHe
noBepHeHHs |IBaHOBOT pyku, Xanid
3anponoHyBaB MOro NOBEPHYTU Ha NOro
nocagy, ane CeAtui BigMOBUBCS i 3aMiCTb
ysoro Bctynus y MoHacTtup Cs. Casu
Henopanik €pycanvmy, e BiH
NPOAOBXYBaB CBOE MNCAHHSA, MiXK iHLLUMM i
4yyaoBMxX 6OrocnoBCbKNX MICHOMIHb, SAKi
cTanu iHTerpanbHUMU B NpPaBoOCaBHin
niTyprinHi Tpagmuii. Mixx HUMK - uen
YyyaoBun boropognyHmin, 9KMin crniBaeTbCs
3amicTb «[JocTtonHo ex» B JliTyprii CB.
Bacunis Benukoro: «To6ow pagyeTtbces,
bnarogatHas, BcsAka TBap, aHrenbCbKui
cobop i YonoBiYeCcbkni pia, OCBAYEHHUI
Xpame i Pato cnoBecHuin, giBCTBEHHA
[Noxeano, wo 3 Hei bor Bonnotuecs i
MnageHuem cTaB — nepea BikaMn CyLLINI
Bor Halu. JToHo 60 TBoe NpecTonom
COTBOpPMB i yTpoOy TBOK NPOCTOPHILLOKD
HebGec yunHmB. Toboto pagyeTbes,
BbnaropaTtHas, Bcsika TBap, cnaea Tobi!”
[esiki pxepena HaTakaoTb, Lo Le HanMcas
IBaH, SK NpAMUN BiAryK Ha 4yao
NOBEPHEHHS CBOET PYKU.

A e oauH Bigryk: IBaH npukpinus
pyKy 3i cpibna oo lkoHu, nepeq sikoro 6yB
MornmBcs. BoHa X UMM ctana nepLuoto
«Tpoepyumnueto» (No rpeubkomy
«Tpixepycay). IkoHa 36epiraeTbcs B
ocobnmBo novecHomy micui i MoHacTupi
XineHgap Ha Nopi AdoHi. [lobpanacs BoHa
Tyau Yepes Cepbito. Konm Cs. Caga
OcBswweHnn (+532), 3aCHOBHUK
MoHacTtups, B skuin Bctynme CB. IBaH, MaB
3anuiaT 3eMHe XUTTS, TO BiH
NPOPOKYBaB, LLO iHLLWI 3 NOro X iMeHeM
npnbyne B MoHacTup HabaraTo pokis
nisHiwe i noro lNocox, AknN i BKaxe, LLO L&
BiH, 00 BNage 4o 3eMnli, Konu BiH
npuknoHnTbea Ao Mowwen Cs. Caen, a
TakoX i IKOHy, sKy BiH 6yB LWaHyBaB, 11 X
Ha3Ba «MonokonutatenbHuus», Tpeba
BigAaTu LbOMY CBATOMY MYXY. [lo4vyBLUN
npo ue IBaH Haka3as, Wo6 A0 Lboro cnagky
OONYy4YnTn N « TPoEPYUMLIION.

MpopouTBO CNOBHMMNOCS SKNX 6
CTONiThb Ni3Hiwe, konu cnaBHun Ce. CaBa

matters, of beautiful theological hymns
which have become integral parts of the
Orthodox liturgical tradition. Among them
is this marvellous Theotokion which is
sung in the Liturgy of St. Basil: “All
creation rejoices in You, O full of grace:
the assembly of Angels and the human
race. O sanctified Temple and Spiritual
Paradise, Glory of virgins, from whom
God was incarnate and became a Child,
our God Who is before the ages! He made
Your body into a Throne, and Your womb
He made more spacious than the
heavens. All creation rejoices in You! O
full of grace, glory to You!” Some sources
imply that this was written as a direct
response to the miracle of John’s restored
hand.

Another response was John’s
attaching a hand, made out of silver, to
the Icon before which he was praying.
This became the original “Three-handed
Icon” called “Troyeruchytsia” in Ukrainian
and “Tricherousa” in Greek. The Icon is
kept in a special place of honour in the
Monastery of Hilandar on Mount Athos. It
got there via Serbia. When St. Sabbas the
Sanctified (+532), the founder of the
Monastery St. John entered, was about to
depart the earth he prophesied that
another, bearing his name, would come to
the Monastery many years hence, and
that his staff, which would signal this
man’s arrival by falling down when he
venerated St. Sabbas’ Relics, and the
Icon he revered, called “The Milk-Giver”
should be given to this holy man. Hearing
this, John also decreed that the
“Troyeruchytsia” Icon be added to this
legacy.

The prophecy was fulfilled some 6
centuries later, when the great St. Sava
(Rastko, son of the Grand Zupan Stefan
Nemanijic - both later canonized as
monastic Saints) of Serbia visited the
Monastery of his Patron Saint. The Monks
gladly give St. Sava the three holy objects
and the Saint brought the “Troyeruchytsia”
to Skopje, the capital of his Kingdom. In
the late 14" century the Icon was




(PacTtko, cuH Benwnkoro XynaHa, CtedaHa
HemaHiva — o61MaBox NoTiM NpocnaBunn sk
CeaTtux YeHuis) 3i Cepbii Bigsinas
MonacTup csoro lNokpoBuTtenda. MoHaxm
pago sigganu Cs. Casi Tpyn CeaToLy,i i
Ceatui npusis «Tpoepy4muto» B Ckon’e,
cTonuuto cBoro uapctea. HanpukiHui 14-ro
ctonitTa IKOHY nepeHecnn B MoHacTup
Crtynenuuto B Cepbii. YeHui npus’ssanu ii
0o ocna, wob 36eperTtu ii Big TypkiB
Hai3HMKIB Ha No4aTKy 15-ro cTonitTs, a
ocen npwuei3 ii 4o MoHacTups
XineHgapcbKoro, Ae BoHa YyooM NpuiHana
nocT IrymeHa, konu noBcTana cynepeyka
npo Te, XTO NOBMHEH o4onNuTM MoHaxiB.
BoHa AoHWHI CTOITL TaM y 4yaoBOMY
obropogkeHoMy Micui 6inst TPoHy IrymeHa,
a YeHui nigxooaTb 4O Hel WoaHA
oTpuMyBaTh 611aroCNoOBEHHS Ha iXHi
LLOOEHHI Tpyaum.

Y cBiTi 6arato cnuckis
«TpoepyunLi», i KOXKHa HOCUTb JlacKy
opuriHany lkoHu «IMpoBigHULi», 3 gKoi
Boropoauui HacTaBnsie HAaC ANBUTUCA Ha
BtineHe CnoBo, ii CuHa, lcyca. Hexan xe
BOHa 1 HaM MNOCTINHO npuragye npo MiuHy
Pyky FocnogHto, Wo Hac niaTpumye,
npoBaauTb | 6GriarocnoBnse B HaLWNX
LoaeHHMX 060B’A3Kax i TepniHHAX paan
ImeHi Moro. AMiHb. (itoK)

transferred to the Studenica Monastery in
Serbia. The Monks tied it upon the back of
a donkey to save it from the invading
Turks, at the beginning of the 15" century,
and the donkey brought it to the Hilandar
Monastery, where, by a miraculous
intervention it took the place of the Abbot
when discord arose as to who should be
chosen to lead the Monks. To this day it
stands there in a lovely enclosure beside
the Abbot’s throne and the Monks come
each day to get a blessing from it for their
daily duties.

There are many copies of the
“Troyeruchytsia” in the world, each
bearing the grace of the original
“Directress” Icon, from which the
Theotokos guides us look to the Incarnate
Word, her Son, Jesus. May we ever be
reminded by it of the strong Hand of the
Lord which supports, guides and blesses
us in our daily duties and travails in His
name. Amen.




