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Hepins Mo Bo3uecHoro
XpecTa: BinbHi cnyXutum -
JTro60Bi!

The Sunday After The
Exaltation Of The Cross:
Free to serve - Love!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kyraw
kutash@unicorne.org

Y cborogHiwHboMy Anoctoni (Manat 2:16-
20) An. MaBno kaxe: «4 po3n'aTui 3
XpuctoM. I KuBy BXe He 1, a XpUCToc
NMPOXWBAE B MeHi. A WO 5 XWUBY B Tifi
Tenep, XuBy Bipoto B Boxoro CuHa, wo
MeHe nontbus, i BuaaB 3a meHe CaMoro
Cebe».

Y lanartii NaBno MaB A0 Aina 3 pyxow,
SIKM BMMaraB MOC/AYLWHOCTI 3aKOHaM
Molices B goaatky A0 — a MabyTb i
nepesuwyumn — Bipu B Xpucrta. Icyc
TakoX AaB 3anoBigb CBOIM yUYHAM: NHOOUTH
oAHe ogHoro, sk BiH ix nontobus (IeaHa
13:34).

Ta KON MM OCMUCIIMMO KO CripaBy TO
3aBBaXMMo, WO Us 3anoBigb HabaraTto
6inblWwe BMMarae 4YMM 3aKOHMU, SKi Nnepenas
Mowcen. ScHa piy, Wo BoHa we 6inbwunmn
TArap CTaBMTb Ha NOCNIAOBHUKIB XpuKcCTa.
Ane lMaBno Mir ckasaTtu TuM xe [anaTtam:
«XpUCTOC ANS BONi HAC BM3BONB. TOX
CTinTe B HiN Ta He nigaaBanTecs 3HOBY B

In today’s Epistle (Galatians 2:16-20)
the Apostle Paul, says: “I have been
crucified with Christ and I no longer live,
but Christ lives in me. The life I live in
the body, I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for
me”.

In Galatia Paul was dealing with a
movement that called for obedience to
the laws of Moses in addition to -
perhaps even superseding - faith in
Christ. Jesus, too, had given a
commandment to His followers: to love
each other as He had loved them (John
13:34).

In fact, when we think about it, we
realize that this commandment is much
more demanding than the laws that
Moses had delivered. It clearly places an
even greater burden upon those who
follow Christ. And yet Paul could say to
those same Galatians: “It is for freedom
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spMmo pabecrteal» (5:1).

Ane wo ue 3a BOJIS, KoM MU Hauye 6 To
3060B'A3aHi BUKOHYBATK 3aroBifi, SKnx
HixTO KpiM Camoro Nocnoga Haworo He
CMpPOMIrcs BUKOHaTK A0CKOHaNo? Yu
HeMa€ NpPoTUPIYYA MiXK TakMM MOC/TYXOM i
BOJiel0?

MpoTupivyug Hemae. Te WO MM MAEMO - Le
napagokc, To6To ABi cnpaBu, sKi
NMPOTUNEXHi OAHa OAHi, ane obuasi
npasauBi. [NapasoKCc He BUPILLYETbCA
pO3A4iNEHHSAM MO0 ABOX YaCTUH i
BiAKWHEHHAM OAHI€l 3 HUX. O6bmnaBi BOHM
nincHi, obmnai BaXxnmBi, 06uaBi HeEObXiAHi.

Iayum 3a XpuctoMm Mmn Maemo sosto. baraTto
3 TUX XaxXJIMBUX peYen, aKi Hac KOIUCb
3B'A3yBasin BTpayaloTb CUY Hag HamMu. Mu
6inblwe He MyCMMO NOBTOPIOBaTH
6e3KiHeyHo Ti cnoBa Ta Aina, sKi Hac
MOHEBONOTb. MM MOXEMO KassTUCs -
BiABEepTaTUCH Big HMX 3HOBY i 3HOBY A0
bora, no [xepena npoweHHs 1 Boni. Icyc
BigKpMBAE i cnoBamu 1 ginamu, wo bor
nobutb Hac - wo BiH aincHo nonobus
Hac i BU6paB Hac 3a40Bro 40 Halloi
nosiBM Ha CBIiTi. MU > cTBOpeHi ans
nobosi. Mu TyT 3aBASKU rMMOOKOI i
PALICHOI TAMHU Woro no6osi.

I bor 3anpolwye Hac i cnogieTbcA Big
Hac, Wo i M1 6yaeMo no6uTn i Moro.
Ane §K Xe ue BUKOHyBaTn? A came UuM:
YMHUTK Te, wo Momy npuemHe. Yum
6inbwe Mu ycBiAOMMOEMO, K rnMboko bor
nobuTtb Hac, TM binblue yCBIAOMIIIOEMO,
wo Moro no6o8 po6UTb HaC AOCTOMHUMU
i CMPOMOXHUMW NIOOUTH Woro - i Tum
CaMUM YMHUTK Te, Wo Momy Ao Bnoaobu.

Ocb TyT i napagokc: Moro nobos
pO3Kpinayvye Hac i B TOM caM 4ac
npus’asye Hac Ao Woro 3anosigei. TyT
pa3oM i Bons i 3060B‘93aHHA — ane 6e3
npumycy! Konn mu JIIOBNMO korocb — abo
MOXKe Kpalle 3p03yMIieEMO Le iHWWMHK
C/IoBaMn — KO MU «3aKOXYEMOCbH>» 3
KMMCb — HaM He TPYAHO YMHUTK Te, WO
noaoba€eTbcs Tin 0Ccobi, AKYy MM KOXAEMO.
HaBnaku 4yacoM BUMISAA€, WO YMM Baxye,

that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then,
and do not let yourselves be burdened again
by a yoke of slavery” (5:1).

But what sort of freedom is this, when
we appear to be bound to obey
commandments that no one, except our
Lord Himself, has been able to obey
perfectly? Is there not a contradiction
between such obedience and freedom?

There is no contradiction. What there is,
is a paradox - two things which are
opposites to each other and yet both
are true. A paradox cannot be resolved
by splitting up the two parts of it and
negating one of them. Both are valid,
both are important, both are crucial.

Following Christ we have freedom. Many
of the terrible things that once bound us
lose their hold on us. We need not
continue to repeat over and over the
words and deeds that make us slaves.
We can repent - turn away from them
over and over towards God, the Source
of forgiveness and freedom, the Source
of love. Jesus reveals by words and
deeds that God loves us - that in fact
He loved us and chose us long before
we appeared upon the earth. It was for
love that He created us. We are here
because of the profound and JOYOUS
MYSTERY of His love.

And God invites and expects us

to love Him back. How do we do that?
Why by doing what pleases Him. The
more we realize how profoundly God
loves us, the more we realize that His
love makes us worthy and capable of
loving Him back - and thus of doing
what is pleasing to Him.

This is the paradox: His love sets us free
and at the same time His love binds us
to His commandments. There is freedom
and there is obligation - but without
constraint! When we LOVE someone - or
to put it another way that we may be
able to understand better - when we

are “in love” with someone, we do not




UMM TpyAHilwe Te 3aBAaHHSA, TUM
NPUEMHILLE HAM BMKOHYBaTWn MOro, TUM
6inbwe pagocTi Ta eHeprii 3406yBaeMo y
BMKOHAaHHI 1oro. I Toai MM He yBaXaemo,
Wwo Mmn — pabu ynwobneHoi ocobu, abo
SIKLO M Tak yBaxanu, To Mu ue 6
Ha3nBaN «COJIOAKUM MOHEBOJIEHHAM>», I
He npoMiHanu 6 noro 3a Bci ckapbu B
CBiTi. EHeprisa y uin yynosiit no60oBi Mix
HaMmn n yntobneHoro o0cobo pobuTb Hac
UyAEeCHO BiflbHUMU Ta pagicHUMHK!

Ta 3ayBaXMO, L0 B TON caM 4yac Mu
nocnyuwHi 6axxaHHaM ynobneHoi ocobu -
MU paAo CMOBHIOEMO Te, WO i MPUHOCUTL
BTiXy. Mapanokc Boni i nocnyxy
3anmwaeTbca. BiH - paaicHun,
BUNJIMBAKOYM 3 BiAHOLWEHHS f060Bi MixX
TUM, XTO O6UTL | TUM, XTO ynobneHunn —
a B HalLIOMYy XUTTi B XpUCTi, ue Mix borom
i HAMu!

O6pa3 uboro 4OCKOHANOro NOEAHAHHS
BOJIi Ta NOCNYXY MOXEMO 3HaNTU B
cnasHin IkoHi MNMpeceaTtoi Tponui, aKky
Hanucae CB. AHapih Py6bnes. Mnu
nomicTuan TyT 3pa3ok ii. Ii ocHosa B CB.
lMucaHHi ue 3ycTpivy Tpbox AHrenis 3
MaTpiapxom ABpaamoM nig y6om
MaMBpiNcbknM. IKOH 11 3BETbCA
«ABpaamoBa OCTUHHICTb». 3ayBaXMoO, LLO
AHrenun Taki noaibHi ogHe A0 OAHOrO, IO
Ha nepwwui nornag BoHn BurnagatoTb
TOTOXHUMK — ane KoxHuii 3 Hux
BiAMiHHMI. I KoxHnin 3 Hux ntob6oBHO i
yBaXKHO AnBUTbCA OaHe Ha OaHoro.
byayuun Tpn Ocobu — BoHu piBHOYACHO
OgHe B nobosi, OgHe B BoMi, OgHe B Aii.
IxHs no60B, BONS 1 A4iS AOCKOHaANo
cBObIAHI | LOCKOHAN0o rapMoHinHi.

3ayBaXXMO TaKoX, LWO € YeTBepTe Micue
MOPOXHE MPW CTOJI HAaBKOMO AKOro BoHuM
cnaaTb. e x rnagada — KOXHOro 3 Hac -
BOHW 3anpoLyoTb 3aCiCTU pa3oMm 3
TpboMa AHrenamu, 3 OTuemM i CMHOM i
Ceatum [lyxoMm, wob BeuepsaTtn i
cninkysatuca 3 HumMm B IxHbomy
CcniBBigHOWEHHI 4OCKOHanNoi tobosi i
Mocnyxy, Wo CMNOHTaHHO BUN/IMBAE 3 Hei.

Ocb Tak MaBno 6a4ynTb CBOI BiAHOLIEHHS

find it burdensome to do what is
pleasing to the one we love. On the
contrary, it sometimes seems that the
more difficult, the more challenging the
task, the happier we are to do it, the
more joy and energy we find in doing it.
At such a time we do not see ourselves
as slaves of the beloved - or if we were
to see ourselves thus, we might call it
“sweet slavery”, which we would not
exchange for all the treasures in the
world. The energy of this marvelous love
between us and the beloved makes us
superbly free and full of joy!

And yet note that at the same time

we are being obedient to the wishes of
the beloved - we are gladly doing what
pleases the one we love. The paradox of
freedom and obedience remains. It is a
joyous one springing from the
relationship of love between lover and
beloved - and in our life in Christ,
between God and ourselves!

An illustration of the perfect union of
freedom and obedience may be found in
the famous Icon of the Trinity written by
St. Andrei Rublev. We have reproduced
a version of it. Its Scriptural basis is the
encounter of Three Angels with the
Patriarch Abraham at the Oak of Mamre
- the Icon is called “"The Hospitality of
Abraham”. Note that the Angels are so
similar to each other that at first glance
They seem to be identical - and yet each
One is distinct. And each One looks to
the Other lovingly, attentively. Being
Three they are also One in love, One in
will, One in action. Their love, will and
action are perfectly free and perfect
harmonious.

Note, too, that there is a fourth place
available at the table around which they
are seated. The viewer - each of us - is
invited to sit with the Three Angels, the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, to
sup and to commune with them in their
relationship of perfect love, and the
obedience that spontaneously springs




no bora B XpucTi. BiH NOBHICTIO
NMoOeAHaHM 3 H1UM — go Tiei Mipu, wWwo
6auntb cebe po3n'aTum pasom 3 Hum, Tak
L0 Le BXe He BiH XuBe, a XpUCTOC Xuse
B HbOMY. A BCe OZHE Lie X TaKu Xuee
MaBno i 3aknmKae ceoix 6bpariB i cecTep
FanaT — i HacC TakoX — CTOATU B BOJi, AKa
3pocTa€e nocnyxom Tomy, XTo Hac

nontobus i gaB Camoro Cebe 3a Hac i HaM.

3BepHiMO NW/IbHY yBary Ha uen 1noro
3aKJINK.

from it.

This is how Paul sees His relationship
with God in Christ. He is perfectly one
with Him - to the point of seeing himself
crucified along with Him, so that it is no
longer he who lives, but Christ in him.
And nonetheless it is Paul who lives and
urges his Galatian brothers and sisters -
and us as well - to stand fast in the
freedom which grows by obedience to
the One Who loved us and gave Himself
for us and to us. Let us heed his call.




