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«Cam Nocnoab KOXKHY NIOAUHY
CTaBuUTb Y laHe MicLle caMe Ha ToM
Yyac, KoM BOHa TaM 0co6,a1mBo
noTpi6Ha.» (0. MloHa ATaMaHCbKMIA)

Ha 30-ro TpaBHsA 3a
rpuropiaHcbkmm KaneHgapem (a ue 17-
ro TpaBHS 3a lJliaHCbKMM) anbMaHax
PigHa HuBa YkpaiHcbkoi NpaBocnaBHOI
LlepkBn B KaHapai noga€e we ogHOro
yKpaiHCcbKkoro YrogHuka 20-ro BiKy -
lNMpaseaHoro Ieped l7IOHy MoliceeBmua
ATamaHcbkoro 3 Ogecun — y AeHb 1oro
YMNOKO€EHHSA B ocnoai 1924 p.

0. WoHa Hapoauscsa 14/27
BepecHs 1852 (abo 1855), Ha CeaTo
Bo3XxBMXeHHSA YecHOro Xpecrta y poauHi
OnakoHa Mownces ®noposuya
ATaMaHcbkoro (Cynxus BiH y LlepkBi
PizgBa MpeceaToi boropoawuui) i ioro
APYXuHW Tnukepii (ii iMm’a o3Ha4vaE
«conoakicte». byno ue B Cnobigui
PomaHiBui, B 0AHIN 3 Hany6oriwmnx
AinbHUUb M. Ogecun, B MICTi, 9Ky

“The Lord Himself places everyone in
a certain place at just the time when
he is most needed.” (Fr. Jonah
Atamansky)

For May 30 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is May 17 on the Julian)
the Ridna Nyva of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of Canada lists another twentieth-
century Ukrainian Saint - the Righteous
Priest Jonah Moyseyevych Atamansky of
Odesa, on the day of his repose in the
Lord in 1924.

Fr. Jonah was born on September
14/27, 1852 (or 1855), on the Feast of
the Elevation of the Cross, into the family
of Deacon Moses Florovych Atamansky
(who served in the Church of the Nativity
of the Theotokos) and his wife Gliceria
(whose name means “sweetness”). This
was in Slobidka Romanivka, one of the
poorest districts of the city of Odesa,
which had been founded as a Tatar
settlement in 1240 and called Khadjibey,
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3acHyBanu B 1240 p. 9K noceneHHs
TaTap Ha3BaBLIK oro Xaaxiben, ootm
nokun Lapuus KatepuHa 11
nepenmMmeHysana moro.

MoHa cTaB KpYrivM cupoTolo, e
3a AUTUHCTBA. XXKMB BiH cno4aTKy Ha
LBMHTapi 6insa rpobis noro 6aTbkiB a
MoTiM y A3BiHMUi. Ta MOro nporHanm 3
TUX Micub. Ha ocTaHKy Iioro asiabko a
noTiM 6yBLIA HSAHbKA NoXaninm noro,
Aanu noMy npuTynaokK i nocnanm noro Ao
LIKONN.

Oapyxunecs 3 AHacTacielo i
NMPpUNHSB CBAYEHHA [InsikoHcbke B 1884
a yepes ABa POKM BUCBATUB MOro Ha
CesaweHnka Apxmennckon HnukaHop
(BpoBKOBMUY), WO CK3aB MpPO HbOro:
«BepiTb 6narocnoseHHsa B 0 MoHu... 4
Big4yB ocobnmey 6narogatb y HbOMY,
Moro Agywa nanae€ CBsLEHHUM BOMHeM.
BiH 6yae BM3Ha4YyHUM CBALLEHMKAOM» . Y
HUX Hapoaunocb 9 aiTen.

Aywnactnpctso 0. MoHu
po3noyanocs B ceni Kapaawosui. Tam
BiH 3axuwas lNpaBocnaBHy Bipy nomix
NpUXUAbHMKaMK MNMpoTecTaHTCbKOro
€BaHrenmsmy (BigoMmnx ak «LTyHaANCTN>»
- iM'a moxoanTb 3 HIMELIbLKOro C/10Ba, WO
O3Ha4vae «rogmHa» - “stunde”).
baraTbox BiH yBiB y NpaBocnas’s.

Y 1897 p. noro nepeHecnu B
YcneHcbkuin Cobop B Ogeci a B 1901
CTaB BiH HacTosTeneM noptosoi Llepkeu
CB. Mukonas B Ogeci. BiH ocobnneo
noces4vyBaBcsa Bianpasam BorocnyxiHb.
Woro Buronocu 6ynu 4itki Ta BUpasHi i
BUXOAMNN 3 cepusd. BipHi oTpumyBanu
BUAYXXAHHSA Ta 3BiSIbHEHHSA BiA
AEMOHCbKOro MOHEBOJIEHHS NpUiAMatoymn
CeaTe lNpuyacTta 3 Noro pyk. BiH Takox
yacTo cBATMB Boay i Bianpasnsas
AkadicTn.

Y yepBHi 1905 p. BiH
CMNPUYMHMBCSA A0 MPUMUPEHHS B MICTI
Bignpasoto YMHy NMOXOpPOHY MaTpOCOBI,
sKkoro Bbunun nigyac 6yHTy Ha kKopabnto
MoTbOMKiH, puUropito BakyneHuyky, xo4
cam 6yB Ha TOM 4ac AOCUTb XBOPUN, SIK
CnoMmnHae noro ynobneHa goyka, Bipa.
0. VonHa 6yB ckaszas: «Cam locnogb

prior to its re-naming by Tsaritsa
Catherine II.

Jonah was orphaned while yet a
small child. He lived on the cemetery near
the grave of his parents and then in a
bell-tower. He was driven from these
places. Finally his uncle and then his
former nanny took pity on him and gave
him shelter and sent him to school.

He married Anastasia and was
ordained a Deacon in 1884 and, two years
later, a Priest by Archbishop Nicanor
(Brovkovych) who said of him: "Take Fr.
Jonah's blessing... I felt a special grace in
him, his soul is burning with a sacred
flame. He will be a distinguished priest".
The couple had nine children

Fr. Jonah’s pastorship began in the
village of Kardashovka where he defended
the Orthodox Faith among followers of
Protestant Evangelicalism (known as
“Shtundysty”, a name taken from the
German word for “hour” - “stunde”).
Many of them were received into
Orthodoxy.

In 1897 he was transferred to
serve in the Dormition Cathedral in Odesa
and in 1901 he became Rector of the St.
Nicholas port Church in Odesa. He was
particularly dedicated to celebrating
Divine Services. His intonations were clear
and distinct and clearly heartfelt. There
were healings and deliverances from
demonic oppression among those who
received the Eucharist at his hand. He
also frequently celebrated Holy Water
Blessings and Akathists.

In June of 1905 he was
instrumental in bringing peace to the city
by officiating at the Funeral for the sailor
who was killed in the mutiny on the ship
Potemkin, Gregory Vakulenchuk, although
he himself was quite ill at the time,
according to the recollections of his
beloved daughter, Vera. Fr. Jonah had
said: “"The Lord Himself places everyone in
a certain place at just the time when he is
most needed”.

This was the daughter which he
had held in his arms in prayer before the




KOXHY JII0ANHY CTaBUTb Y AaHe Micue
CaMe Ha TOM yac, KON BOHa TaM
ocobnmeo noTpibHa».

Lle 6yna Ta goyka, siky BiH
TpUMaB y CBOIX pykax y MonuTsi nepefq
IkoHo Boropoauui y CBOEMY A0OMi, KON
BOHM Ha4yebTo nomepna. BoHa ctana
BUABASATU 3HAKM XUTTS i OCTAaTOYHO
nepexwuna ceoro ynwbneHoro 6aTbka.

Hepiako 6yBanu yyna BHacniaok
MonutoB 0. MoHu. Lle 0oco6n1MBo NpuKkpo
cnpunManu 6e360xxHa KOMyHiCTUYHa
Bnaga, wo npunwnu B cuny B Opeci
nicna Pesontouii. OgHOro pasy BOHM
Hamaranucsa — 6e3ycnilwHo -
3aBepbyBaTu BigoMoro odpTanbmosora,
A-pa Bonoamumupa ®inatoBa, wob BiH
3anepeynB 4y[o0 Aapy 30py BHacnigok 9
AHiB AkadicTiB Ta MonebHiB, aKux
CITY>XUB O. I7IOHa, ABOX-NITHIA ANTUHI,
saka 6yna Hapoauniacsa cninoto.

IHwa gouka, Codis, npmHecna
nomy 6arato cmyTky 60 BigkuMHyna Bipy i
npueaHanacs Ao 6e36o0xHukis. Ti
3acMydyeHunit 6aTbko nepenbaums, WO i
CnaciHHA HacTaHe BHAC/MiAOK TepriHHS.
BoHa 1 ctana csoro poay MyuyeHnuueto,
60 X i po3CTpinaAnmM HaUNCTN HAI3HUKMK
pa3oM 3 iHWMMN naLieHTaMu
ncmxiaTpUYHOI NiKapHi, Ae BoHa
3Haxoaunacsa B yaci Apyroi CBiTOBOI
BinHW. [iTnepiBCcbKa iaeonoria BuMarana
NikBigauito noagen 3 HeaocTadyamm, aKnxX
BOHA Ha3uBasia «XKUTTAM HerigHuM
XNUTTA». OCTaTOYHUM pe3ynbLTaToM i€l
OEMOHCbLKOI igeonorii 6yB M0n10KOCT.

Mepenbavatoum cein Bigxig Big
LIbOro CBIiTYy, 0. MloHa 3BeniB NOXOPOHUTM
noro 6ins Moro poamMHM Ha LBUHTapi B
Cnobigui PomaHiBui. He3Baxatoun Ha
HaMaraHHs Bfagu NPUMeHLWUTN NOro
MOXOPOH, y4acTb Yy HbOMY NPURHANU
COTKM TUCAY Hapogy. [lo roro Mmormnm
NPUXOANIN YNCNEHHI NAIOMHUKMN
npoxatym Moro 3actynHuuTBa Ta
npoBuAiHHA. Ha ocTaHky roro B 1996 p.
npocnasunan B xopi CBATUX i 0Oro
HeTMiHHI MoLUi NONOXWNKN B paKky B
YcneHcbkoMy Cobopi, B SKOMY BiH
KONIUCb CNYXWUB.

Icon of the Theotokos in his home when
she had apparently died. She began to
show signs of life and outlived her beloved
father.

Miracles were not unusual as a
result of the prayers of Fr. Jonah. This
was particularly ill received by the
atheistic Communist authorities who took
power in Odesa after the Revolution. On
one occasion they sought unsuccessfully
to enlist the renowned ophthalmologist,
Dr. Volodymyr Filatov, to deny the
authenticity of a miracle of sight granted,
as a result of nine days of Akathists and
Molebens served by Fr. Jonah, to a two-
year-old child who had been blind from
birth.

Another daughter, Sophia, brought
him much grief, having turned her back
on the faith and thrown in her lot with the
atheists. Her sorrowful father foretold that
her salvation would come through
suffering. She did become a sort of martyr
as she was shot by the invading Nazis
along with the other patients of a
psychiatric hospital where she found
herself during the second world war.
Hitler's ideology called for the elimination
of handicapped people who were labeled
as “life unworthy of life”. The final result
of this demonic ideology was the
Holocaust.

Foreseeing his coming departure
from the world, Fr. Jonah asked to be
buried beside his family in the cemetery
at Slobidka Romanivka. In spite of the
authorities’ efforts to downplay his funeral
it was attended by hundreds of
thousands. His grave site was frequented
by pilgrims seeking his intercessions and
guidance. Finally in 1996 he was
canonized and his incorrupt body was
placed in a reliquary in the Dormition
Cathedral where he had once served.

The prayers of the Righteous
Priest, Fr. Jonah of Odesa, continue to
bless and guide many in his homeland of
Ukraine and beyond. God is most glorious
in His Saints.




MonuTteu lNpaseanHoro Iepes o.
MoHn Opecbkoro aani NpUHOCATL
6narocoBeHHS M NpoBUAIHHSA 6araTbom
B noro 6aTbKiBWMHI YKpaiHi Ta no3a
Heto. [lincHo cnaBHuii bor y CBATUX
Csoix!




