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«Papynca bnaxeHHa Bnaguuuue,
BopoTapko, Wo Big4YMHSAELL BipHUM
Pawncoki OBepi...» (MpucniB Akaducra)

LLlopoky B BiBTOpok CBiTnOro TuxHs
(TwxHs CeiTrnoro BockpeceHHs
XpucTtoBoro), 3a 3su4aem flopn AdoH, mn
CBATKYEMO 0COGMMBY YyaOTBOPHY |KOHY
Boxoi MaTepi, aka nos’s3aHa 3
MoHnpeanem. Lo IkoHy 3BYTb
«BopoTapkoto» (Mo rpeubkomy
«[MopTaiTicar), 3 ornagy Ha micue, sike ons
Hel Bubpana MaTtu Mapist — Hag BopoTamu
IBepcbkoro (Mpy3anHcbkoro) MoHactups Ha

"Hail, Blessed Lady of the Portal,
opening the gate of Paradise to the
faithful..." (Akathist refrain)

Each year on the Tuesday of
Bright Week (the week following the Bright
Feast of the Resurrection of Christ)
according to the tradition of Mount Athos,
we commemorate a particular miraculous
Icon of the Mother of God which linked
with Montreal. The Icon is known as the
Portaitissa (literally “Gate-keeper”) Icon
because of the place Mother Mary chose
for it — above the gate of the Iveron
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KaxyTb, Wo IkoHy Hanucas cam
€saHrenict Ca. Jlyka. B ko)xHOMy pasi BoHa
— Bi3aHTiNcbka IkoHa, sika noxoauTb 3 4Obu
nepeg cnopom ikoHobopcTea. Ta skpas y
LbOMY Mepiofi roHiHHA IkoHa us cTana
BiZJOMOIO B MOMNOBUHI 9-ro Biky. BoHa
npobyBana B 4OMi NOOOXHOI BOOBM
Henoganik Hikei, ae Biabynuca 1-ni i 7-un
BceneHcbki Cobopu (CborogHi e — M. I3Hik
y Type4uuHi).

OpHoro oHA BOSIKM iMnepaTopa-
ikoHoB6opus Teodins npuiwnn 3abpatm
IKOHyY, Wo6 ii 3HMWnTN. OgMH 3 HUX
NPOKOSOB 1l CNUCOM Yy 3axBaTi NPOsIBUTU
NOCAYLWHICTb 0 iMnepaTopa — i 3 Hel
notekna kpos! (IHWi pxepena KaxyTb, WO
Len Hanag Ha IKoHy cTaBcs AeLLO nisHiwe,
Konu BoHa BXe byna Ha Ce4rin Nopi i wo
YyyaecHa KpoBoTeya CnoHykana po3biiHuka
PO3KaATUCA | MPUNHATN YEPHEYE XUTTH —
nig imeHem CB. Bapap). Booea — He 6e3
rpoLuen - nepekoHana BosKiB 3anuwmT
IKOHY B CNOKOIT, a ToAi 3i cnisbMu Ta
MonuTteBamu npuHecna ii 4o mops, Wwoob
NyCcTUTU NAUCTU TyaW, KyAn NOBENUTb
Mpeuncta Matn.

IKOHa cToAYM nonnmBMNa Ha 3axia.
BOooBMHOro €4uMHOro cMHa 3BopyLluuna usi
nogais i BiH nogasca oo C.. opwu, ae cTas
YeHuem — i po3nosis 6parii Npo IkoHy, 3
SIKOI NoTekna KpoB. Ha GaraTto pokis
nisHiwe (oeski mKepena nogatnts 999-ui
pik a iHwWwi 1004-min) YeHui Isepcbkoro
MoHacTups, AKoro ocHyBarnu rpy3nHCbKI
BilCbKOBI cTapLwunHKu, TopHike Ta loaHe, Wwo
ctanun YeHusamm, nodbavunnun anBHe
BWAOOBULLIE: OTHEHHMI CTOBN NigHIMaBcs 3
mops o Hebec. Konwu BiH npubnuaunecs, To
BOHW 3ayBakunu, WO BiH NigHIMAeTbCA Hag
IKoHOtO Boropoaui, Wo NnNnBe CTos4n Ha
XBUNaxX. BoHW nidHanm i 3 KONWULLHIX
po3noBigen BOOBUHOMO CMHA ane He MOrnu
npuHecTu 1T go 6epera 60 x BoHa Ha4ve 6 TO
Bif HUX yTikana.

YeHui monnnucs, wob IkoHa 6yna
AaHa M, i ogHomy 3 Hux, CB. MaBpuiny,
NPUALLINO BUAiHHSA, B AkOMy Bnaguunua
Cckasana, Lo BiH MOXe NpuHecTu |KoHY B

(Georgian) Monastery on Mount Athos.

The Icon is said to have been
written by St. Luke the Evangelist himself.
Itis, at any, rate a Byzantine Icon pre-
dating the Iconoclast controversy. It was
during that period of persecution,
however, that the Icon first gained
prominence in the middle of the 9"
century. It was in the home of a pious
widow who lived near Nicea, the site of
the 1% and 7" Ecumenical Councils (today
Iznik in Turkey).

One day soldiers of the iconoclast
Emperor Theophilus came to take the
Icon for destruction. One of them pierced
it with his spear in his enthusiasm to be
obedient to the emperor — and blood
flowed from it! (Other sources say that this
attack on the Icon came later when it was
already on the Holy Mountain and that the
robber, seeing the miraculous flow of
blood, was moved to repentance and
embracing of the monastic life — under the
name St. Barbaros). The widow
persuaded the soldiers, not without
money, to leave the Icon be and then, with
tears and prayers, brought it to the sea to
be carried where the Holy Mother desired
that it go.

The Icon floated in an upright
position towards the west. The widow’s
only son, moved by this event, traveled to
Mount Athos where he became a Monk —
and related the story of the Icon which
bled. Many years later (some sources say
999 and others 1004) the Monks of the
Iveron Monastery founded by the
Georgian military leaders turned Monks,
Tornike and loane, beheld a wondrous
sight: a pillar of fire rising from the sea to
the heavens. As it drew nearer they saw
that it rose above an Icon of the
Theotokos, floating upright upon the
waves. They recognized it from the
accounts of the widow’s son, but could not
bring it to shore, for it seemed to flee
before them.

The Monks prayed that the Icon
might be granted to them and one of




MoHacTup — ane nomy Tpeba go Hei niginTn
niLLkoM no Bogi. | B HACTYNHUN OeHb,
nigTpumanun Monuteamu 6parii, BiH i
nogascs B MOpeE i MPUHIC IKOHY B KATOMIKOH,
ronioBHun Xpam MoHactups. (Mu
NPOnoHyeMo IKoHy uiel YyaecHol noaii Ha
Hawowmy cauTi). Ctanocs ue B CeiTnun
BiBTOpOK — YoMy 1 CBATKYEMO |KOHY B LieM
AEHb LLIOPOKY.

Y HacTynHUn geHb IKoHM He cTano!
A Togi Tl 3HanWnM Hag BOpoTamm
MoHacTups. Konu ue gneHe
nepecTaBrieHHs IKOHM cTanocs Aekinbka
pasie, C. aBpuiny 3HOBY nNpunna
3BicTKa Big Bnaguuwnui: 1i IkoHa He
notpebye 3axncTy B Xpami — cama BoHa
6yne 3axucHukom MoHacTups. | Tam BoHa
nNpobyBae i 4O HMHI, XOY CbOroAHi
MoHacTup yTpumytoTb YeHui-rpekn. [1exto
Kaxke, Lo Konu lkoHa nige Big IBepcbkoro
MoHacTtups, To ue 6yae o3Haka LWBUAKOro
apyroro Npuwecta N'ocnoga Hawloro.

3pobreHO YMMarno CrUCKIB LiET
IKOHM | KOXXKHa 3 HUX HOCUTL BrnarogaTb
nepsoTBOpy. OOHOro 3 HNX NPUHECHN B
Mocksy 1648-ro p. Ha 13-ro XOBTHSA 3a
toniaHCBLKMM Kanengapem (Le 26-ro >KoBTHA
3a rpuropiaHcbkum). [lpyroro npuHic o
MoHpeanto 3 N'opn AdOH HaBepHeHeLb Ha
MpaBocnas’a 3 Yini, Xo3e MyHb03-KopTec
(mesiki mrepena nuwyTb «KopTes») i IkoHa
cTana Bugaeatu 3 cebe naxyyum enen
(Mupo) B 1982-my p. A maB npusinen
NpUKNacTmca 4o Hel B rpeLbkomMy Xpami
CB. HekTapis a MoHpeani i 6yB Heto ANBHO
3BOpyLUEHUI. Lito X [koHy CBATKYEMO B
OEHb KOMn noyana BoOHa MUPOTOYUTU B
1982-my p. — 11-ro nuctonaga 3a
toNiaHCbKMM KaneHgapem (ue X 24-ro
nucronaga 3a rpyropiaHcbknm). A Biggigas
npasocnaBHU xiHo4mMn MoHacTtup Cs.
Mapii Marganuin B €Epycanumi B 1998-my
p. B 4€Hb, KON BOHW CBATKYBanu Lien
MpasHuk. Ha xanb us IkoHa 3HuKNa, Konm
BpaTa Xo3e (akoro waHyoTb 6arato BipHMX
Pocincekol NpaBocnasHoi Liepksu 3a
kopaoHamu Pocii, sk CB. My4eHuka) B6UTO
B AdbiHax npu KiHUi »koBTHA 1997-ro p.

LLe iHwwnn cnncok IkoHu B ["aBai

them, St. Gabiriel, received a vision in
which the Lady told him that he might
bring the Icon to the monastery — but he
must walk towards it upon the water. The
next day, fortified by the prayers of his
brethren, he did indeed venture forth and
brought the Icon into the katholikon, the
Monastery’s chief Temple. (We reproduce
an Icon of this miraculous event on this
site). This happened on Bright Tuesday —
thus the annual celebration of the Icon on
this day.

The next day the Icon was gone!
They found it over the gate of the
Monastery. After this mysterious
translation of the lcon was repeated
several times, St. Gabriel again received a
message from the Lady: her Icon did not
need the protection of a Church — she
herself would be the Protectress of the
Monastery. There she remains to this day,
although the Monastery is how maintained
by Greek Monks. Some say that when the
Icon departs from the Iveron Monastery it
will be a sign of the Second Coming of our
Lord.

Many copies have been made of
this Icon, each of them bearing the grace
of the original. One of them was brought
to Moscow in 1648 on October 13, Julian
Calendar (October 26 — Gregorian).
Another, brought to Montreal from Mt.
Athos by a convert to Orthodoxy from
Chile, José Mufioz-Cortes (some sources
read “Cortez”), began to stream a fragrant
oil (Myrrh), in 1982. | had the privilege of
venerating it in the Greek Church of St.
Nektarios in Montreal and was strangely
moved by it. This Icon is celebrated on the
day it began the miraculous flow of Myrrh
in 1982 — November 11, Julian Calendar
(November 24 — Gregorian). | visited the
Orthodox Convent of St. Mary Magdalene
in Jerusalem in 1998 on the day they
celebrated this Feast. Alas this Icon
disappeared when Brother José
(venerated as a Martyr by many faithful of
the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of
Russia) was murdered in Athens at the




ctaB BugaBaTtu Mupo B oceHi 2007-ro p. A
CMMCOK 1i TaKOX 3HaxXoAuTbCA B
Pocincebkomy MpaeocnasHomy Cobopi Cs.
IBaHa lNpeaTtedi B BawwiHrtoHi, Kyan npuHic
i1 0. Biktop NMotanos 3 OnTuHM MNyCcTuHb y
2002-my p. Xou ug lkoHa BXe He Buaae
Mwupo, sik BoHa pobuna B OnTuHi, a BCe X
BOHAa BMOa€E CONOAKMUA 3anax.

IBepcrka Ikona boropomutti
«Boporapka» — Ogurutpis. To6To BoHa pyKOIO
BKazye Ha cBoro CuHa, SIkoro TpuMae Ha JiBil
pyui. Tak Oyne 3axau. bpar Xo3e omosigas
PO CBiHi OCBiA, SIK cTOpoxka MoHpeanbChKOi
IkoHu: «SIkochk Jiermnie JraaM miaHIMaTUCs
Bropy B npucytHocti boxoi Marepi. boxa
Martu 3aBxau #nia 3a cBoim CuaoM.» IkoHa

HaraJye Ham, 1o ¥ MU MaeMo poOuTH, sik BoHa.

AMIHB..

end of October 1997.

Another copy of the Icon in Hawaii
began to stream Myrrh in the fall of 2007.
A copy of it is also to be found in the
Russian Orthodox Cathedral of St. John
the Baptist in Washington, brought by Fr.
Victor Potapov from the Optina Hermitage
in 2002. Although it is no longer Myrrh-
streaming at this time as it had been in the
Hermitage, it continues to exude a sweet
aroma.

The Portaitissa-lveron Icon is
a Hodegitria or Directress Icon of the
Theotokos. That is, the Holy Lady directs our
attention to her Son, Whom she holds on her
left arm. So shall it ever be. Brother José
declared of his experience as the guardian of
the Montreal Icon: “In the presence of the
Mother of God, it is somehow easier for
people to be raised on high. The Mother of
God always followed her Son.” The Icon
reminds us that we, too, must do as She does.
Amen.




