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" KATASEGIC THE TIidG S60ATOC
THC GuiToRY

«Y Tobi BigHOBUNMCA npupopa i yac»

Kanengap Hepyxomunx CBAT, WO 1ae 3a
PiYHUM KpYXiHHSAM 3emni HaBkoro CoHus
(pyxomi CeaTa 3anexaTb rofnoBHO Bif
KpyxiHHA Micsiua Haskono 3emni)
KiH4aeTbca 3a ['puropiaHCbKNM
Kanengapem Ha 13-ro BepecHs (ue — 31-
ro cepnHs 3a KOniaHcbkum).

Y uen aeHb Mun CBATKYEMO NoknageHHs
YecHoro lMosca lNpeceartol boropoanui.
MepenaHHsa kaxe, wo Mapis cama
Bunnena cgin lNosc i3 Bonoccs
BepOntoxoro, i nepegana noro Anocrony
Tomi nicnga cBoro BOCKPECIHHSA, KOnun
Bo3Hocunacst Ha Hebeca nicnsa csoro
YcniHHs (cBaTkyeMo 15/28-ro cepnHs).
Linm, moxe, noTiwana noro, 60 X BiH
3ani3HmBcA Ha Ti MNoxopoH. Mosc sk i Pusa
1T — O3HaKM il BOCKPECIHHA 60 XK iHLWKNX
MoLuen Hemage, sk mycino 6 6ytu, konu 6

"In Thee are nature and time renewed.”

The calendar of fixed (immobile) Feasts,
determined by the annual passage of the
Earth around the Sun (the mobile Feasts
are mostly determined by the passage of
the Moon around the Earth), comes to an
end, on the Gregorian Calendar, on
September 13 (which is August 31
according to the Julian Calendar).

This is the day that we celebrate the Feast
of the Placing of the Belt of the Most Holy
Theotokos. Tradition says that Mary wove
the Belt herself out of camel hair and gave
it to the Apostle Thomas after her
resurrection as she was ascending to
Heaven following her Falling Asleep
(commemorated on August 15/28), perhaps
to comfort him for arriving too late to take
part in her funeral. The Belt as well as the
Robe of the Theotokos are evidences of
her resurrection - there are no other Relics,
as would be the case had her Body
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BOHa 3anuwimnna cBoe Tino Ha 3emMni, 9K
OyBae 3 iHWuMmM YrogHukamu Boxnmu,
Akux waHye C.. Llepksa.

Mosic nepexoByBanu iHWi nicns
My4yeHuyot cmeptn CB. Tomu, a Ha
OCTaHKy noknanu noro y BriaxepHcbkin
Llepksi B KoHCTaHTUHOMONI, TaM Xe fe
noasunacsa boxxa MaTtu Tpumaroum CBin
omodghop Hag HapoaoM KoHCcTaHTMHOMoNSA
y 9-my cToniTTi, ik 6auunm Ce. AHgpin
Xpucta Pagn FOpoamsuii i MOro y4eHuk,
Ce. €nichanin (ue x i gxepeno
MpecTtonbHoro lMNpasHuka Bcix Mapadin,
Lo HocaTb iM'a «CeaTa MNMokposayr). Lle
nepwe MoknageHHst YecHoro Mosica
BigOynocsa B yaci Imnepatopa Apkagis
(395-408).

Opyre MNoknageHHs YecHoro Mosica
BiaGynocs B LiepkBi, Lo 3Haxoamnnaca y
OiNnbHULi XankonpaTinCbKin B
KoHcTaHTMHOMONI nicnga YygecHoro
BUAYXXaHHS APYXMHM imnepaTopa JleBa
Mygporo 3oi (886-911), konm nonoxus
Mnoro Ha Hel TogiwHin Matpiapx. 13
BASAYHOCTI BOHa o3ao6una Mosic
30/10TUMW HUTKaMU | MOro NOMoXKunm
Has3ag y cpibHy nocyay Ta 3anedartanmu.

CasaTo lNoknageHHs YecHoro Mosica
BCTAHOBUIM B 12-My CTONITTi. A B CTONITTI
14-my imnepatop IBaH KaTtakysiHoc
nepenas noro MoHacTtupi Batoneacskomy
Ha CB. [opi AoH, e TpeTa YyacTb 1oro
30epiraetbes i goci, a we TpeTs
3HaxoauTbesa y MoHacTupi B Tpiepi B
HiMmeuunHi, a octaHHs - B [pysil.

HanexuTbca 3akiHyyBaTh LlepkoBHUIA pik
— a BiH gae micue Poky Hosomy —
BLUIAHOBYOUM Ty, Yepes sKy BiGHOBUIUCS
npupoga i yac, gk cnisaemo B Tponapi
yboro CesaTa. bo x konu BoHa nopoauna
Icyca, BTineHy Opyry Ocoby lNpecsatoi
Tpownui, bora CuHa, To uMm BigHOBMNacs
npupopaa. i % nocTaBneHo noHaza TMm
HiBEYEHHSIM, SIKOrO HaHeCso rpixonagiHHS,
00 X To4i BoHa 3nyyunacs i3

remained upon the earth as is the case with
other Holy Persons venerated by the
Church.

The Belt was kept by various guardians
after Thomas’ martyrdom and was
eventually placed in the Church of
Blachernae in Constantinople — the same
one where the Mother of God appeared,
extending her Omophorion in protection of
the people of Constantinople in the 9th
century, as seen by St. Andrew the Fool-
for-Christ and his disciple St. Epiphanius
(this is the origin of the Feast-day of all
Parishes called “Svyata Pokrova”). This,
the first Placing of the Belt, occurred during
the reign of Emperor Arcadius (395-408).

The second Placing of the Belt was in a
Church of Constantinople’s Chalcoprateia
district after a miraculous healing of Zoe,
the wife of the Emperor Leo the Wise (886-
911), when it was placed upon her by the
Patriarch of the time. Out of gratitude she
embroidered it with gold thread and it was
put back in its silver case which was re-
sealed.

The Feast-day of the Placing of the Belt
was established in the 12th century. In the
14th century the Emperor John
Katakouzinos gave it to the Vatopedi
Monastery on Mount Athos, the Holy
Mountain, where a third of it is still kept in
its silver case, while another is in another
monastery in Trier, Germany, and yet
another is kept in Georgia.

It seems appropriate to end the Church
year, which gives place to the next one, by
honouring the One through whom nature
and time have been renewed, as we sing in
the Troparion of the Feast. In her giving
birth to Jesus, the incarnate Second Person
of the Trinity, God the Son, nature has
been renewed. It has been placed beyond
the ravages of the Fall by being linked with
the Divine Nature of the Messiah.

Time, too, was renewed — for from the

moment of the beginning of the Incarnation,
at her Conception of the Divine Word, upon
her consent to God’s Will proclaimed by the




BoxxectBeHHoto Npupogoto Mecii.

Yac Takox BigHoBMBCA 60 X Bif
BorosTineHHs, konn Boxe Cnoso
3avarnocs B ii yTpobi, Konv BoHa
3rogunacs 3 boxoto Boneto npu
bnarosiweHH0 ApxaHrena Naspuna, To
3emns ysinwna y BocbMun [leHb
TBOPIHHSA, AKOMY He Byae KiHus.

| Tak cTapui pik «3aB’a3ana» YecHnm
cBoiM Mosicom gopora Hawa MaTtn Mapis,
i MK po3noYann HOBUK 3 MPOXaHHAM 40
Bora nobnarocnoBuTK i 4OMNOMOITM HaM
BUABNSATM Voro Bonto y Halomy
LLIOOEHHOMY XUTTIi, 4OTU AOKM Nepemora
3000yTa lcycom Ha XpecTi CTaHe SIBHO
Ans BCiel BceneHHoi. AMiHb.

Archangel Gabriel at the Annunciation, the
Earth has entered into the cosmic Eighth
Day of Creation which will have no end.

Thus the old year has been “wrapped up”
by the Belt of our dear Mother, Mary, and
we begin a new one, asking God to bless
and help us to fulfill His will in our daily lives
until the victory which has been won by
Jesus upon the Cross becomes manifest in
the entire universe. Amen.




