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« S rnnboko Biplo, WO AEXTO 3-NMOMiX
3amMoppaoBaHux [lywinacrtupis MO€l Enapxii
6yae 3auncneHni Hawoi LlepkBoro fo
nnky CBAaTtux.» Mutpononut InapioH
(OrieHko)

Y AHi 7-8 uepBHa 2003 p. y CTapUHHOMY MiCTi
XonmMi Ha cxogai Monbuwi, Iepapxu, CBAWEHUKN
Ta BipHi ypouncTo npocnasunu 8
HoBOMYy4YeHUKiB. MiXXK HUMKN 7 CBSLIEHUKIB i
ogHa MydeHuus, aopy>xuHa CeslleHnKa-
MyueHuka (sk kaxemo B KaHaai,
«[obpoaiika»). BOHM — NpeacTaBHUKK COTOK
a TO M TUCSAYi NpaBoOCAaBHUX XPUCTUSH, AKUX
My4dunu i BBueanmn B 4aci NoNiTMYHOI Ta
KOHMECINHOI MeTYLWHI, Ky HaHecna Apyra
cBiTOBa BiiiHa. Ix Nam'aTb CBATKYEMO LOPOKY
y nepLwy Heaint YepBHS 3a rpuropiaHCbKuUM
kaneHgapem (i Tak Hanpuknag y 2012-my p.
ue 6yno 3-ro 4yepBHs).

YkpaiHcbka lNpaBocnasHa LUepkBa B KaHagi
(YNUK) ocobnmeo 3B'93aHa 3 UMMM
HoBoMmyueHunkamu. o neplie, Le ToMy, WO
6arato 3 HUX 6ynn yKpaiHCbKOro NOXOAXEHHS.
Takot i € noBaXkHa YaCTUHa NpaBOCNaBHUX Y
Monbuwi. A apyre, nepwunii MMTPONoaUT HaLoi

“I firmly believe that some of the
murdered pastors of my diocese will be
accounted by our Church into the ranks of
Saints.” Metropolitan Ilarion (Ohiyenko)

On June 7-8, 2003, in the ancient city of
Kholm in eastern Poland, the Hierarchs, Priests
and Faithful of the autocephalous Orthodox
Church of Poland solemnly canonized 8 new
Martyrs, 7 of them Priests and one the
martyred wife of one of the martyred Priests
(as we say in Canada, a “"Dobrodiyka”). They
represented the hundreds and perhaps even
thousands of Orthodox Christians tortured and
killed during the political and religious turmoil
brought about by the second world war. Their
memory is celebrated on the first Sunday of
June according to the Gregorian Calendar each
year (thus, for example, in 2012 this was on
June 3).

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada has
a special connection to these Saints. First, it is
because a good many of them were ethnic
Ukrainians. Such make up a large proportion
of the Orthodox in Poland. Second, our
Church’s first Metropolitan, Metropolitan
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LlepkBu, cBiTnoi nam’ati Mutpononut InapioH
(OrieHKo) cnyxuB, IK EMUCKON L€l CTOPOHUN Y
TOM TaK BaXXKUn 4ac. Y CBOEMY
ApxunactnpcbkoMmy lNocnaHHi 3 Haroau
M'atoecatHuui B 1941-My p. BiH HanucaB TaKki
He3abyTHi cnoBa: «{ rnnMboko Bipto, WO AEXTO
3-MoMiX 3amMopAoBaHuxX JywnacTtmpis MOEl
Enapxii 6yae 3auncneHnn Hawoi Llepksoto go
nnky CBATUX.»

HapewTi HacniB Ha Te yac i HoBOMy4JeHuKiB
BM3HaHO i NnpocnassieHo. LLlo Taka kaHoHI3auis
Bigbynacsa B Monbwi B 2003-My p. CBIiAUUTL
npo Te, WO TaM pPO3NBUBAETbCS AeMOKpaTUYHe
CYCniNbCTBO, B AKOMY 04N Pi3HOIro
MNOXOZXKEHHSA MOXYTb XUTU HOPMasbHUM
XUTTAM, BiA3Hayaroum CBOI paaoLli Ta
onjaakyrumn ceoi Tparegii. Mu Takox
npuragyemo, wo lNosnbla came nepowo
BU3Hasa CyBepeHHy YKpaiHy B 1991-my p., Ta
WO KOAULWHIN npe3mnaeHT Monblwi OnekcaHap
KBacHeBCbKkU 6yB OAHUM 3 AEPXKaBHUX MYXIB,
AKi 4ONMOMOraun 3aTBepaAnTun ycnix
MomapaHueBoi PeBontouii, 9Koi winb 6yno
3pOCTaHHSA TakKoro cycnifibcTea B YKpaiHi nicnsd
MOpasibHOI 1 AYXOBHOI pYiHM KpaiHu
KOMYHICTUYHOIO iAeonorietn. Ypoku Ui€i
Pesontouii gani BMB4aemo.

S BASAYHUMIA 0. ApKagito MMPOHKOBI,
npasocnasHoMy CesweHukosi B CLLUA, npu
6yBwoMy 3 lMonbLi, 3a MaTepisanu, SKnx BiH
npucnase MeHi B 2008-My p. Npo XUTTH LUX
HoBoMyueHukiB. (OanH 3 HUX — HoBuin
CBslleHHOMY4YeHNK Bacnunb MapTuil: oCb TyT).
Bn. n. Mutpononut Bacunin (®epak), akui
BUCBATUB Ha caH CasuweHnka o. tOpig
Bpurianpa, akun obcnyrosysas Hawy Fpomaay
BNpOAOBX 6inbll HiX 17 niT, nopyuuns
BLIAHYBaHHS IXHbOi nam’aTi B YIMUK.

Moi gocnign no IHTepHeTy BiAKpWAN We ABI
CNiNIbHOTK, AKi BLUAHOBYIOTb CBOIX Xe
«X0oNMCbKNx MyuyeHukiB». Mepwa - ue
CniNbHOTa €BpencbKa, Ky B XOAMi NPaKTUYHO
BMHULLUWAN HAI3HUKWM HAUUCTKU. A gpyra - ue
cninbHOTa NosibCbKa (KaToONMNKK, K
NIATUHCBKOro Tak i Bi3aHTiiCcbkoro obpsay),
siKa NnaM’sata€ MyyeHuuTBo Y MpaTynuHi (B
XONMCbKil gieuesii) 24-ro ciyHsa 1874-ro p.
13-0x «yHiuyB», K iX Ha3MBalTb NO-
NOACbKOMY, TO6TO BipHUX XPUCTUAHCLKOI

Ilarion (Ohiyenko) of radiant memory, was the
Bishop of the region during this most difficult
time. In his Archpastoral encyclical on
Pentecost in 1944 he wrote the memorable
words: "I firmly believe that some of the
murdered Pastors of my diocese will be
accounted by our Church into the ranks of
Saints.”

The time finally came and the Martyrs were
recognized and celebrated. That such a
canonization took place in Poland in 2003 is a
sign of the happy fact of the unfolding there of
a democratic society in which people of diverse
backgrounds can live normal lives, celebrating
their joys and weeping over their tragedies.
We also recall that Poland was the first to
recognize a sovereign Ukraine in 1991 and
that former Polish President Aleksander
Kwasniewski was among the statesmen who
helped to achieve the success of the Orange
Revolution whose goal was the growth of such
a society in Ukraine after the moral and
spiritual devastation of the land by Communist
ideology. The lessons of that Revolution are
still being learned.

I am grateful to Fr. Arkadiusz Mironko, an
Orthodox priest in the U.S.A. hailing from
Poland, for materials he sent me in 2008 on
the lives of these Martyrs. (One of them is the
New Hieromartyr Vasyl’ Martysz: click here).
They were commended for veneration in the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada by
Metropolitan Wasyly (Fedak) of blessed
memory, who ordained to the Holy Priesthood,
Fr. George Brygidyr, former Rector of St. Mary
the Protectress Parish in Montreal for over 17
years.

My research on the internet found two other
communities who remember their own
“Martyrs of Kholm” (Chelm in Polish). One is
the Jewish community which was virtually
obliterated by the Nazi invaders. The other is
the Polish community which marks the
martyrdom in Pratulin (in the Chelm diocese)
on January 24, 1874, of 13 “Unici” as they are
called in Polish, faithful of the Christian
community which grew out of the Union of
Brest (1596), in which Orthodox Bishops of
Ukraine and Poland accepted the authority of
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CNiNbHOTK, KA po3BUHYyacs 3 bepecTencbkoi
YHii (1596 p.), B aKin npaBocnaBHi Ennckonu
Ykpainu Ta lMonblwi NnpuHanu Hag coboto
Bnagy MNManun PuMcbKoro, ogHak 3aTpuMyrouun
CBOI nMpaBocnaBHi 06psaan Ta Tpagudii (Hanp.
»KOHaTe CBsaweHcTBo). Ui MydyeHnkn tex 6ynm
YKPaiHCbKOro NOXOAXEHHS i BOHU OKPY>XUNN
cBOto CBATUHIO, BIAMOBNSAOUYNCH BiaaaTh in
conpgartam Llaps, skl Hakasas 6yB nepepaTtu
ii Pocincbkin MpaBocnaBHil LlepkBi. BoHu
MOSIMAINCSA | CNiBann AYXOBHI NiCHi, KON X
ctpinanu. NMana IeaH MNasno II kaHoHI3yBaB ix
y 1996-my p.

My4yeHNUTBO MOXHa PO3YMiTK NO-pPi3HOMY.
MoxHa 30cepeanTUCb Ha TpariyHy CTOPOHY, 60
X Ntogen Hecrnpaseanmeo i XXOPCTOKO
yMepTBuau. Mam'aTb Npo TakKUx My4eHUKIB
MOXe BUKIUKATK NOYYTTS, WO JII0AUN CTanu
»KepTBamu, a 3a UMM MOXe HacTynuTu 1
Mo4YyTTs FHiBY Ta xagoba nomcTtu. Taki
MOYYTTS CMOHYKYHOTb HE pa3 HOBUX MYYEHUKIB
- TiNIbKM UMM pa3oM No ApYrin CTOpoHi. Ta
MYUYEHMLTBO TaK0X MOXHa pO3yMiTHn, SK
3aKknuK Ao nboB.i Ta npolweHHs, Sk ue 6yno 3
HawwuM FocrnoagoMm, KU Npowas i MONMBCS 3a
TUx, ski Moro myunnu (a M Mmornu 6 i cebe,
uepes CBOI Mpixu, 3a4NUCUTU 40 CMUCKY LnUX
My4duTenis) Ha XpecrTi.

Mn NOBUHHI NpuragaTth, WO OCHOBHE 3Ha4iHHSA
CNoBa «My4YeHUK» Le «CBigok». Te, aK
My4yeHUKN NpuiMaroTb CBOI TEpRiHHA Ta
CMepTb — Ue CBig4YeHHS npo iXHI0 Bipy B
Focnoaa nboBi Ta pagocTi, SIKoro TepniHHSA
Ta CMepTb NMPUHOCATb CBITOBI CNOKIN i
npuMMpeHHs. BipHuit cnoci6 BluaHoByBaTu
MyudeHukiB, Nicng Toro, 9K Mu ixX ocrnisanau Ta
MNOKNOHUANCH IXHIM IKOHaM — ue nitTu i cammumm
Hamaratmucs 6yTn BipHUMU CBiAKaAMM Yy TOMY,
L0 rOBOPMMO Ta Wo pobumo, a ocobnmeo
CBOIM CMUPEHHUM XUTTAM Y NOKAsHHI, Wob
ymMM pas b6inblle cTaBaB Liein CBIT, 3a KU HaLl
Focnoab (i BOHM) cTpaxaanu «Llapctsom
Haworo Bora i Xpucta Woro» (BiakputTs
12:10). AMiHb.

the Pope while retaining their Orthodox
worship and traditions (including married
Clergy). These were also ethnic Ukrainians
who surrounded their Church, refusing to give
it up to the soldiers of the Tsar who had
ordered that it be given to the Russian
Orthodox Church. They prayed and sang
religious songs as they were shot. They were
canonized by Pope John Paul II in 1996.

Martyrdom may be viewed in different ways.
One might focus on the tragedy of it, since
people are unjustly and cruelly put to death.
The memory of such martyrs can inspire a
sense of being victimized, bringing about
resentment and the desire for vengeance -
which often makes new martyrs for the other
side. It can also be a call to love and
forgiveness, as was the case with our Lord
Who forgave and prayed for His tormentors (it
is possible to see each of us among these)
upon the Cross.

We must recall that the essential meaning of
the word “martyr” is “witness”. The way in
which Martyrs accept their suffering and death
is a testimony of faith in the Lord of love and
joy, Whose suffering and death brings peace
and reconciliation to the world. The right way
to venerate Martyrs, after having sung Hymns
and venerated their Icons is to go forth and
strive ourselves to be faithful witnesses in
what we do and say - and especially by our
humble and penitent way of life — to make this
world for which our Lord (and they) died ever
more manifestly “the Kingdom of our God and
of His Christ” (Revelation 12:10). Amen.
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