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Archangel Michael at
Colossae
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«Mwuxanne, Ha4yanbHUKy Boxux
BiACbK ... NpOXaun TOro, WO KOPUCHe
HaMm, i 6araToi munocrTi.» (3 KoHOaka
CssrTa)

Ha 19-ro BepecHs 3a
rpuropiaHcbknum KaneHgapem (ue 6-ro
BEpEeCHS 3a toNiaHCbKMM) MU CMOMUHAEMO
nogito, HeBigomy 6aratbomM — a MabyTb
OiNbLIOCTI - NpaBOCNABHUM XPUCTUSHAM.
Lle — Yyno Apxuctpatura Muxaina B
Konocax (gaBHe micto B ®pirii, a cborogHi
ue TypedumHa), AKoro pyiHuM Komno micta
'OHa3 Lwe He po3KonaHi.

Buxogutsb, wo Konocu
nepenmeHyBanun Ha XoHu (Bifg LbOro i
noxoamTb Typeubka Ha3Ba «['oHa3») nicns
TOro, 9K 4yao, K& MU CbOrOaHi
CBATKYEMO, Tam Bigbynocs. Lle 6ys vac
3maraHb MiX BipytouMMmmn B Xpucta i
as3nvHmkamun. OguH rpek, A3NYHKK, 3
Jlaoawkii, mamxe 18 kinomeTpiB Big
Konocie, MaB BUaiHHS, B AkoMy Oyno

“Michael, commander of God's
armies...ask for what is good for us, and
for great mercy”. (From the Kontakion of
the Feast)

On September 19 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is September 6 on the
Julian) we commemorate an event of which
many — probably most Orthodox Christians
are unaware. It is the Miracle of the
Archangel Michael at Colossae (an ancient
city in Phrygia, today in Turkey), the ruins
of which, near the town of Honaz, have yet
to be excavated).

Colossae seems to have been
renamed Chonae (the Turkish name Honaz
is derived from this) after the miracle which
we are celebratind occurred there. This was
at a time of conflict between those who held
the Faith of Christ and the pagans. A
certain Greek pagan from Laodicea nearly
18 kilometers from Colossae had a vision in
which he was told that if his daughter, who
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CKasaHo oMy, Lo AKWwo 6 noro goyka,
sika Oyna 6e3MOBHa Big HapPOAKEHHS,
Hanunacsi Boau 3 YyyaodinHoro PoHTaHy y
TOMY MiCTi, TO BOHa Oyage y3gopoBreHa.

KaxyTb, Wwo uen dPoHTaH noyas
TEKTU NICNSA CAYXIHHA B TUX OKONULAX
Css. [Nununa (sakun 6yB 3amy4deHuin
po3n’aTTAM B 6riM3bkomy MicTi lepanoni)
Ta IsaHa borocnosa. Konu ue 4yao
cnpaggi Bigdynocs, To B4A4YHUN 6aTbKo
nobyayeas Xpam Ha TOMy MICTi y YeCTb
ApxaHrena Muxaina, skun moxe 11 0yB
TMM [OCTEM Y NOro BUAIHHIO, | HA YeCTb
SIKOro BiH NOYYB Taki crioBa NanoMHUKIB
no ceaToro ®oHTaHa: «Mun BUMOBNSEMO
im’ss Otus i CnHa i CeaTtoro lyxa,
OAHOICTOTHOrO, | Apxuctpatura Muxaina,
cnyrm Tpownu,i."

XPUCTUAHUH 3 lepanonst 3 iIMEHEM
Apxun 3a Anoctonom, sikoro sragye Cs.
Maeno B NocnanHi 0o KonocsaH (4:17),
noceATuB cebe gornsaay uboro Xpamy
BNpoAoBX Ayxe 6araTbox pokis. Moro
edreKTUBHE CNYXiHHSA, nigcuneHe Yygamm
yepe3 PoHTaH npuBenu 6araTo A3NYHKKIB
0o Bipu. PeBHi a3u4Hukn 6ynu uum gyxe
cxBunboBaHi. Came iM’s lepanonb
O3Ha4yae «CBSILLLEHHEe MICTO», a NOoro Tak
Ha3Banm Yepes YNCENbHICTb Y HbOMY
XpamiB A3UYHUKIB.

BoHu BupiwWunm 3arnagntn 3 nam’siTi
®oHTaH, Xpam i camoro Apxuna,
nepeBeaeHHAM Teuil 4BOX PivoK, WO
npoTikanu Haekono Konoc, Tak wob BoHM
3aTonunu Xpam. Tpeba 6yno onsa yboro
©arato npaui a nigyac ixXHix 3aTsHKHUX
TPpyAiB Ha4 CNPUYNHEHHAM NOBEHiI, ApXun
MOMMBCA. Y TOW Yac KOnv Marnu BigKpuUTu
wno3n cam Apxanren Muxain nosiBuecs
Ha kaMeHi BuLLlle Xpamy i 3pobuB Ha
HbOMY 3HaK XpecTa ckasasLuu: «[o uboro
MicLst TBOS Tedig». A Todi Bgapms 00
KaMiHb CMIMCOM, LLO NOSIBUBCS B Or0 pPyLli
i ckasaB: «Hexan nniotbcsa Boau ctogmy. |
NOABMBCS BEMUYE3HUN AP | BOAM PiYOK
pBOHYNY B HbOrO. Bia Toro vyyaa Konocwu
cTanu Ha3uBaTu XOHW, LLO MO rpeLbKoMy

had been speechless from birth, were to
drink water from a miraculous fountain in
that city she would be healed.

The fountain was said to have sprung
up shortly after the ministry in the area of
Sts. Philip (who was martyred in the nearby
city of Hierapolis by crucifixion) and John
the Theologian. When the miracle did
indeed come about the grateful father built
a Church there in honour of the Archangel
Michael who may have been the Visitor in
the vision and whom he heard to be thus
honoured by pilgrims to the holy fountain:
"We utter the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, one in essence,
and the chief commander Michael, the
slave of the Trinity."

A Christian from Hierapolis, named
Archippus after the Apostle mentioned in
St. Paul’s Letter to the Colossians (4:17),
dedicated himself to the care of this Church
for many years. His effective ministry
coupled with the miracles wrought through
the fountain brought many pagans to the
Faith. The zealous pagans were much
upset. The very name Hierapolis means
“sacred city” and it was so named because
of the many pagan temples there.

They decided to obliterate the
fountain, the Church and Archippus by
diverting the course of two rivers that
flowed around Colossae so that they would
inundate the Church. A great deal of work
was required and while they laboured
industriously to bring about this flood,
Archippus prayed. Just as the floodgates
were about to open, Archangel Michael
himself appeared on a rock above the
Church and made the sign of the Cross
upon it and said: "Up to this point is thy
flux". Then he struck the rock with a javelin
that appeared in his hand and said: "Funnel
the waters here." A great ravine appeared
and the waters of the rivers rushed into it.
From this miracle, Colossae came to be
called Chonae which means “funnel” in
Greek.




o3Hayae «ninkay.

BaraTo 6inbLe nanoMHuKIB
NOSIBMNOCS | NanoMHULUTBA TpMBanu
cToniTTaMn. Byno oHOBNEHHA NoLwaHu Jo
ApxaHrena Muxaina B 12-my Biui B
BizaHTincokin imnepii. Lie moxe 1 gano
HaTxHeHHA MuTtpononuty Kuiscekomy, CB.
Onekcito, cuHoBi Pegopa bsikoHTa, WO
6yB nepeHicca B Mocksy YepHirosa,
ocHyBaTn MoHacTup Ha YecTb Yyaa B
XoHax y 1358 p., y MockBi, 3Bigku BiH
NPOSIBAAB CBOE CryXiHHA. Moro
nonynsipHo 1 Hasueanu Yyaiscbknm
MoHacTupem.

Llen MoHacTup Bigirpas Baxxnneum
ponb B icTopii Pociicekoi Liepkau. Moro
3akpunu binbliosuku B 1918 p. a oo 1929
p. Moro uinkom 3Huwmnu. Mowli Ce.
Onekcis, WO TaM cnoYnBanu — eAuHi, Wo
3anuwmnucs, 60 X ix nepeHecnu B
YcneHcbknii Cobop a noTiM B iHLWKIA Xpam
y Mockai. A ©e3UiHHI pykonucu, Mixk akumm
6ynu 1 nepeknaan Cs. Onekcis 3
rpeubkoi, nepeHecnu oo [epxaBHOro
Myseto IcTopii. A Ha horo micui
cnopyaunu wkony ansa odiuepis
YepBoHoi ApMmil.

Uyna - He Taki cnpaBu, SKMX MOXHa
BUKIMKATW, KOINMW XTO cobi 3abaxae. € TakKi
XBUNUHK, Konu bor nposasnse Ceoto cnasy
nepeBepLUEHHSAM 3aBXan HaginHMX
3aKoHiB Voro CTBOPIHHS, a € 1 TakKi, Konu
BiH nposienisie 7 CBOIM NigKOPEHHSM M, SK
6aynmo Ha XpecTi Ha [lonrodi. Cam BiH y
Cgoin NMpemyagpocTi, ska Aaneko noHag
Halle po3yMiHHS, 6a4nTb i 3HAE, KoMK i K
BiH mae giatu. Yygo B XoHax i 3HULLEHHS,
Ha GaraTo cToniTb ni3Hiwe, MoHacTups
nNpUcBAYEHOro LboMy Yyai BUCBITNIOE Lie.

Bignosigb Tnx, Aki ngyTh 3a
Focnogom 3aBxan Mycutb ByTn Ta cama,
aky sucnosunu Tpu Ceati FOHakm uapto
HaByxogoHocopy, Skui nepecTepir i, Lo
SIKLLLO BOHW HE MOKMOHATLCS NOro igony,
TO BOHM OyayTb CnaneHi XunBLeM y
nanatoyiv nedi. Xopobpi 1 BipHi LWagpax,
Mewax i ABea- Her'o Bignosinu: «AKLLO

Many more pilgrims came and the
pilgrimages continued for centuries. There
was a revival of veneration of the Archangel
Michael in the 12" century in the Byzantine
Empire. It may have inspired the
Metropolitan of Kyiv, St. Alexis, son of
Theodore Byakont who had moved to
Moscow from Chernihiv, to establish a
Monastery in 1358 in Moscow, from which
he exercised his archpastoral ministry, in
honour of the Miracle at Chonae. It was
popularly known as the Chudov Monastery
— “chudo” means “miracle” in Russian as
well as Ukrainian.

This Monastery played an important
role in the history of the Church of Russia.
It was closed by the Bolsheviks in 1918 and
by 1929 was completely destroyed. The
Relics of St. Alexis which had reposed
there were the only ones which survived by
being moved to the Church of the Dormition
and then to another Church in Moscow.
The priceless manuscripts which included
St. Alexis’ translations from the Greek
written in his own hand were moved to the
State Historical Museum. An officer’s
school for the Red Army was erected on
the spot.

Miracles are not matters which can
be called up at will. There are times for God
to manifest His glory by transcending the
always dependable laws of His creation
and there are times when He manifests it
by His submission to them, as we have
seen upon the Cross on Golgotha. He
alone, in His Wisdom which is far beyond
our comprehension, sees and knows how
and when He shall act. The Miracle at
Chonae and the destruction, centuries later,
of the Monastery dedicated to this Miracle
illustrate this.

The response of those who follow the
Lord must always be that of the Three Holy
Youths whom King Nebuchadnezzar had
warned them that if they did not bow down
to his idol they would be be burned alive in
a fiery furnace. The courageous and faithful
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego




Haw bor, AkoMy MU CRy>XUMO, MOXe
BPATYBaATU HAC 3 NanaxkoTH40i OFHEHHOT
neyi, To BiH ypaTye 1 3 TBOET pyKku, O
uapto! A siKwo Hi, Hexan 6yge T06i, o
Lapto, 3HaHe, Wwo 6oram TBOIM MU He
CNy>XnUmo, a 305110ToMy 60BBaHOBI, SIKOro
TW NocTaBuMB, He Byaemo BKNoHATUCA!»
(Oanuina 3:17-18).

Hexan CB. Muxain 3aexau
NiATPMMYE HAC Y HaLi NOCBATI €ANHOMY
IcTMHHOMY Bornogapto BCeneHHol, Wwo
nackaBo o6’aBuB Cebe, sk OTeupb i CuH i
Oyx Ceatun, ognH Bor. Hexan mun 3aexamn
aveumocs Ao Heoro B Bipi, Haaii, nobos.i
Ta BASYHOCTI 3a /loro oxopoHy Ta
NPOBUAIHHS, HE 3BaXKalO4M Ha Te, sIK BOHN
NPOSABNAITECH B HALLOMY XUTTi. AMiHb.

responded: “If we are thrown into the
blazing furnace, the God we serve is able
to save us from it, and He will rescue us
from your hand, O king. But even if He
does not, we want you to know, O king, that
we will not serve your gods or worship the
image of gold you have set up”. (Daniel
3:17-18).

May St. Michael ever support us in
our dedication to the one True Lord of the
Universe, Who has graciously revealed
Himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one
God. May we ever look to Him in faith,
hope, love and gratitude for His protection
and providence, however these may be
manifest in our lives. Amen.




