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Mother of God
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«[MpuctaHoBuLe ANA TUX, WO B po3nadi,
MokpoBuTenbLKoO BAIB Ta CUPIT...» (3
MonutBu B YecTb IKOHM)

Ha 25-ro »0BTHS 3a [pUropistHCbKNM
KaneHgapem (ue — 12-ro XOBTHS 3a
FOnisHcbkum) npunagae CBaTo
Epycanumcbkoi IkoHn boxoi MaTepi, sika
0co6nMBO NonynsipHa NOMiK
npaBocraBHUMKU yKkpaiHusamn B KaHagi 3
ornsaay Ha YMCcneHHi Konii (maneposi), AKX
Konucb MoxHa 6yno otpumaTu Big Cknagy
LlepkoBHux Peueit npu KoHcucTopii B
BiHHinesi. He 3Baxkatoum Ha NOLUNPEHICTB i,
OyXe NpaBgonogioHum €, Wwo GinbLwicTb 3
Hac, aki MaemMo Lo IkoHy B cebe Bgoma um B
Hawmnx MonnToBHMKaxX He CBIiAOMi iT iMeHi
YU MNOXOLXKEHHS.

"pomaga Mokposu MNMpecBaToi
Boropoguui B MoHpeani ycBigomuna ui
crpasuv B HACnigoK Tpuearnoi nopu
BunpoboByBaHHs. Haw Xpam nobygysanu
B 1960-my p. B OCHOBHOMY caMi napadisiHu
3 ornsagy Ha ctpavik 6ygisenbHukie. Y 2006-
MY p. BXXe gyXe noTpibHi Oynm peMoHTH, a

“Safe Haven of the despairing,
Provider for widows and orphans..”
(from the Prayer in honour of the Icon)

On October 25 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is October 12 on the
Julian) we celebrate the Jerusalem Icon of
the Mother of God, which is particularly
popular among Ukrainian Orthodox in
Canada due to numerous copies of it (on
paper) which were once available from the
Consistory Church Goods Supply in
Winnipeg. Despite its popularity it is quite
likely that most of us who have this Icon in
our homes and our prayerbooks are
unaware of its name or origin.

The Congregation of the St. Mary
the Protectress Parish in Montreal made
the discovery as a result of an ongoing
time of testing. Our Temple was built
mainly by the Parishioners themselves
due to a construction strike in 1960. By
2006 it was in dire need of repairs — and
we had no money to pay for them. Before
each Service we had to sweep the floor to
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KOLUTIB Ha HMX He Byno. [Nepea KOXHO
Bignpasoto My mycinu samitTaTtu nignory,
wo6 3abpaTtun Kyco4kun chapbm Ta
LITYKaTYpPKK, SKi nonaganu 3i cteni. Mu
3aBBaXunu, WO BiNbLUICTb yNaMkiB naganu
HaBKorno IkoHn boropoauui, Wo CTOITb Ha
aHanonymky no nigin CTOPOHI MOMIX
TeTpanogom i coneeto. | npunwna gymka:
«Yu He Haragye Ham Bnaguuunus, Wwo BoHa
Ham gonomorna 6, konm 6 My B Hei LLbOoro
nonpocunm». OToX i po3novanacs
npakTuka cnyxutmn Akauct nepeg uieto
IKOHOIO KOXHOT cepeaun noymHa4m 3 1-ro
nuctonaga 2006-ro p. [Jo poky 4Yacy
npobrnema 6yna nonarogxeHa. A NUTaHHA
npo Te, 9K Has3nMBaeTbCs L IkoHa Bupiwnnu,
konu 8-ro yepsHsa 2008-ro po. Habynu
nanepoBy IKoHy 3 YKpaiHu, sika Gyna
TOYHOIO KOMi€to Ti€l, L0 3HAaX0aUTbCA B
Hawomy Xpami, 3 HarnmMcom:
«Epycanumcbka.

JanbLii gocnigyn ganv Ham 3HaTw,
LLO NPOTOTUN Ui€l [KOHM NPUNNCYIOTh
camomy AnocTtony i €saHrenicty Jlyui —
skoro Cs. [NaBno Ha3BaB «ynobneHum
nikapem» (KonocsH 4:14). KaxyTb, Wo BiH
uto lkoHy Hanucas B 'eTcuMaHCbKkoMy caay,
Ae 3HaxoauTtbesa nycTui rpié boropoauui,
15 pokiB nicna NocnogHeoro BosHeceHHs. Y
5-my Biui IkoHy nepeHecnu 3 Epycanumy 4o
KoHcTaHTMHONons. 3Bigv BOHa nepenwwna
0o KopcyHsa B YkpaiHi B 10-my Biuj, gk gap
HoBoxpeLleHomy Benukomy KHA30
Kuiecbkoi-Pyci, Cs. Bonognmupy, ki
noTiMm nepecnas ii B HoBropog, konu
TaMOLLUHIN HApOA4 TakoX MNPUNHANN
XpeweHHs NocnogHe. Liap IsaH IV
(«po3Huii») npmBi3 ii B MockBy B 1571-my
p., konu 6yB 3aBotoBaB HoBropog, i BoHa
npumillyBanacs B YcneHcbkomy Cobopi. Y
1812-my p. Bincbka HanorneoHa Hananu Ha
Mocksy. Ix Bin6unu, Ta BOHM 3 cOBOIO
3abpanu go PpaHuii Epycannumcbky IkoHy.
[eski pxepena kaxyTb, LLO BOHA 3HUKNA, a
ofHe TBEPAMUTb, L0 BOHA 3HAXOAUTLCS B
BennyHomy apesHboMy Cobopi Hotp dam
ae lNMapi (npocnaeneHuit TBopom BikTopa
oro, l'op6aHb i3 Hotpa [lama).

OpHak nopobunu gyxe 6araTto Konin
Ti (IX 3BEMO «CMMCKaMmM»), i KOXXHa 3 HUX

remove bits of paint and plaster which had
fallen from the ceiling. We noticed that
most of the debris was falling on and
around an Icon of the Theotokos on a
stand on the left side between the
Tetrapod and the solea. The thought
came: “Perhaps our Lady is reminding us
that she could help if we ask her”. And so
came about the ongoing practice of
serving an Akathist before this Icon each
Wednesday beginning on November 1,
2006. Within a year the problem had been
resolved. The question as to the name of
this Icon was resolved when, on June 8,
2008, we got a paper Icon from Ukraine,
which was an exact copy of the one in our
Temple, and bore the inscription “The
Jerusalem Icon”.

Further research told us that the
prototype of this Icon is attributed to the
Apostle and Evangelist, St. Luke himself —
whom St. Paul called the beloved
Physician (Colossians 4:14). He is said to
have written the Icon in Gethsemane
where the empty tomb of the Theotokos is
situated, 15 years after Lord’s Ascension.
In the 5™ century the Icon was brought
from Jerusalem to Constantinople.
Thence it went to Korsun’ in Ukraine in the
10™ century, a gift to the newly-baptized
Great Knyaz’ of Kyivan-Rus’, St.
Volodymyr, who in turn, sent it to the
people of Novhorod upon their
acceptance of Baptism into Christ. Tsar
Ivan IV (“the Terrible”) brought it to
Moscow in 1571, having conquered
Novhorod, and it was housed in the
Dormition Cathedral. In 1812 the armies
of Napoleon invaded Moscow — and were
rebuffed, but they brought back the
Jerusalem Icon to France. Some sources
say it is lost, while at least one claims it is
in the magnificent and ancient Notre
Dame de Paris (also rendered famous by
Victor Hugo’s book The Hunchback of
Notre Dame).

However numerous copies (called
“spysky” in Ukrainian) of it were made,
each of them linked to — and bearing the
grace of - the original. Many of these have




NnoB’si3aHa 3 OPUriHaNoOM i HOCUTb Oro
Bnarogatb. BaraTo 3 HUX BUABUNUCH
oxepenamu vYynec (Tesepao BipMmo, LWo
HUM € us, gka nepedysae B Hac y CBATIN
Mokposi). Konu no «Google» wykaemo
KapTUHOK i TO 3aBBaXXyeEMO, L0 € NeBHa
PO36iXKHICTb MOMIXK HUMK. Y AeKOTpUx (sK
Hanpuvknag y Tux, LWo NOonynsipHi B
YkpaiHcbkin MNpasocnaeHin Liepksi B
KaHnapi), pusa boropoaui TeMHO-4epBOHa,
a B IHWMX BOHA CUHSA. Y aeskunx, QntaTtko-
XpwucToc Ha nieuui B Mapii (sik 6yBae 3
TUMU, O NONYNSAPHIA B YKpalHCbKIN
MpaBocnaeHin Llepksi B KaHagi) - HeHaye
umm 6nmkye go i cepus, a B iHLWIMX BiH MO
npasuLi - Ha Micui noyecHomy («Cnantb
npasopy4d OTuSA», K NPOrosoWyemMOo B
Hikencbkomy Cumeoni Bipn). ABTop canTty,
SIKUA gornomarae po3ymitu IKOHK Hanucas:
«[3] ornagy Ha Te, wo B MNpasocnap’i
Bikapin XpucTta Ha 3eMsi — He BTiNeHa
noguHa, a Hesungummn Ceatunm [yx, wo agie
B MO BCbOMY CBiTi, MY NOBWHHI LLAHyBaTH 1
npunMaTK pisHULi B npakTuui. Mu
MOKITMKaHi 0 €OHOCTI a He OO0
OAHOMAHITHOCTI» (OCb TYT).

Mix iHWKM EpycannuMcbKy |KOHY
Bboropoauui, Wo CbOrogHi 3HaxoaAnTLCS B
Cearomy 'pobi boropoguui B Epycanumi
npunucyTb 06’aBneHHIo 6rmasko 1870-ro
p. Cectpi TaTtsaHi 3 MoHacTups Ce. Mapii
MarganvHu B €Epycanumi, i Tl yBaxkaroTb
«HepyKoTBOPHO». Po3noBigb nNpo ue
(aHrnincbKoo MOBOK) 3HAXOANMO TYT.

Ocb Taky MonuTBy 3HanLWN
HagpyKOBaHy Ha 3BOPOTHIN CTOPOHI
nanepoBoi IkoHW B YepBHi 2008-ro p.:
«[peceaTan Bnagnymue boropoauue,
YnoBaHHS BciX, WO Ha Tebe HapiloTbes,
3actynHuue 3acmyyeHux, NpuctaHosuLle
ana Tnx, Wwo B po3snadi, NokpoBUTENBKO
BAiB Ta cupiT. Bucnyxan i nomunyn Hac
rPiLLHUX | HegoOCTOMHMX pabis TBOIX, WO 3
noboB’t0 NpunagatoTb 4o TBOro
npeuunctoro O6pasy. Ymonu, munocepaHa
Bnaguuunue, Cuna TBoro n Nocnoga
Haworo Icyca XpucTa, o0 BigBepHYB Big
Hac npaeegHun rHis Cein, WoO6 NpPoCcTMB
rpixu Ta 6e33akoHcTBa HaLwi, o6 3a Moro
OnarogaTtTio cnoAoOUNNCS 3aKiHYNUTU XUTTS

been found to be the source of miracles
(among them, we firmly believe, the one in
at our Svyata Pokrova). When one
“googles” for copies, one finds a certain
amount of diversity between them. In
some (as in the ones popular in the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada),
the robe of the Theotokos is a deep red,
while in others it is blue. In some the
Christ-Child (as in the ones popular in the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada) is
on Mary’s left (as though to be nearer her
heart), while in others He is on her right
(the place of honour — “He sits on the right
hand of the Father” as we proclaim in the
Nicene Creed). The author of a helpful
website on understanding Icons has
written: “[B]lecause Orthodoxy’s Vicar of
Christ on Earth is not an incarnate human,
but the invisible Holy Spirit, acting
throughout the world, we must respect
and accept differences in practice. We are
called to unity, rather than uniformity”

(see).

In fact the Jerusalem Icon of the
Theotokos that is today situated in the
Holy Sepulchre of the Theotokos in
Jerusalem is attributed to a revelation, in
about 1870, to Sister Tatiana of the
Monastery of St. Mary Magdalene in
Jerusalem, and is considered to be an
Icon “not-made-by-hands”). Its story may
be found here.

This is the prayer which we found
on the back of the paper Icon we got in
June of 2008: “Most Holy Lady,
Theotokos, the Hope of all who hope in
You, intercessor for the sorrowful, safe
Haven of the despairing, provider for
widows and orphans. Hear and have
mercy on us, your sinful and unworthy
servants, who venerate Your most pure
Icon with tender love. Beseech Your Son
and our Lord, Jesus Christ, O Merciful
Lady, that He might turn His righteous
anger away from us, that He might forgive
our sins and transgressions, so that we
might become worthy, by His Grace, to
complete our lives in repentance and
receive His mercy together with all His
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Halle B NOKasHHIO i ogepXXanun noro elect ones. For you are blessed and most
MUMICTb 30 BCima Woro BubpaHusmm, 6o Tu | highly glorified unto ages of ages.”
GnarocnoseHHa i npenpocnasneHa Ha Bikn | (translation — igk). Amen.

BiKiB» (nepeknag — itok). AMiHb.




