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«lnax LlepkBu € ntob6oB; He nofibHa
BOHA [0 3aKOHHUKIB. LlepkBa 6aunTtb
yce 3 TepnuMmicTIO | nparHe JONOMOITU
KOXHiN NIOAWHI, He3BaXarouu Ha Te, Lo
0 Take BiH [4n BOHA] BUMHUB [um
BYMHUNA], AKUM [4M fiKOO] He OyB Om
[4n He Oyna 6] BiH [4n BOHA] rpilHUM
[um rpiwHoOO].» (CTapeub Maicin
CesaToropeub)

B ToM xe aeHb (7-ro nunHs 3a
rpuropiaHCbkUM KaneHgapem, a 24-ro
YepBHS 32 HMIaHCHKUM), Y KU MU
ceaTkyemMo Pisgso Ceatoro CnaBHOro
Mpopoka 1 MNpefTevi IBaHa, Xpectutens
XpucTta, [ocnoga Haworo, My Takox
nam'aTaemMo siCKpaBui npuknag
BigaaHocTi Focnogoei cemn Gpari.,
congariB pUMMCbKOT apMil, SKi, xo4a i
BWKOHYBanun cBOI NOBUHHOCTI Nepen
iMnepaTopom, sik congaTu (sik IBaH
Hanpasnss - Jlyku 3:14), Takn NpurAHAIn 1
raHb0y, BUTHaHHS | CMepTb, a He
NOKMOHUNMca 6oram iHWKM Kpim €anHomy
IcTnHHOMY Bory.

“The way of the Church is love; it differs
from the way of the legalists. The Church
sees everything with tolerance and
seeks to help each person, whatever he
[she] may have done, however sinful he
[she] may be” (Elder Paisios of the Holy
Mountain)

On the same day (July 7 on the
Gregorian Calendar which is June 24 on the
Julian) that we celebrate the Nativity of the
Holy, Glorious, Prophet and Forerunner
John, the Baptizer of Christ our Lord, we
also remember the shining example of
dedication to the Lord of seven brothers,
soldiers of the Roman army, who, although
doing their duty to the Emperor as soldiers
(as John had directed — Luke 3:14),
accepted disgrace, banishment and death
rather than offer worship to any other than
the One True God.

This was during the reign of Roman
Emperor Maximian (285-305), co-emperor
with Diocletian (284-305), whose vicious
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byno ue nig yac npasniHHA
pumcbkoro imnepatopa MakcumiaHa (285-
305), cnis-imnepatopa HiokneTiaHa (284-
305), 9koro NOpPOYHE roHIHHA Ha
XPUCTUAH NaM'aTaloTb | AOHUHI TUM, LLO
KOMTCbKi XpUCTUSHW Bif3Ha4aloTb CBIl
kaneHgapHum pik A.M. — «<Anno
Martyrum» («Pik My4yeHukiB»),
NoYMHaKum Bif POKY, KOMM BiH po3noyas
CBOE NpaBniHHA. IMeHa cemu BparTis
nogarTb (MOXITMBO, B NOPSAKY iX BiKy),
ocb Tak: OpeHTin, ®apHakin, Epoc,
®ipmoc, PipmiH, Kupiak i JIoHr1H (Len
Opat mae Te X iM's, Lo PUMCBbKINIA
LLEeHTYpIOH, BigNoBiganbHUM 3a po3n'aTTa
"ocnoga Haworo, KM CTaB Bipylo4MM i B
KiHL KiHUiB XpUCTUAHCBKUM My4eHunKom).

Ckndm (oavH i3 cTapogaBHix
HapopaiB YkpaiHi) 6ynu Hananu Ha
IMnepito i OpeHTin oTpnmas Hakas
©opoTuncA 3 IXHIM YEMMIOHOM, BENETHEM
imeHi Mapod. Cs. OpeHTin nepemir CBOro
CYNPOTUBHMKA i TAKUM YMHOM 3YyMNUHUB
Hanag ckudis. Npukasanu cBATKOBE
XEepTBOMPUHOLLEHHS pUMCbKMM Boram, To
X i OpeHTito, K NepemMoxLeBi,
3anponoHyBanu B3saTU y4acTtb. A
MOJO4UN YONOBIK MOACHUB, L0 BiH HE MIT,
OCKiNbKM BiH, SIK i ioro opatu, €
XpUCTUSIHUHOM, i Lie X BiH ["ocnoga Icyca
XpucTa, noknvkas 6yB 4OMNOMOITM NOMY B
1oro 3amaranHi. MakcumiaH, Tak ganeko
BiJ NOASAKM 3a BiAMIHHY 1 YCMiLLHY CNyX0y
OpeHTif, cCKopo HakasaB Noro i Noro
GpaTiB BUrHaTV 3 apMii 3 raHbbOIO |
3acnatu B AGxasito Ha Kaekasi. KoxeH 3
OpariB 3acBiguMB CBOIO BigdaHICTb
XpuCTy, CBOEID CMEPTIO Ha LWINAXY 40
MiCLIA 3aCMnaHHs.

Y nepuly yepry noctpaxgas Cs.
Epoc — >Kumie kaxe, WO Le HacTano «B
Mapemboni» (No-rpeybkomy «B Tabopi»)
22-ro 4yepBHA/5-ro nunHs. Im'a uboro
Opata CnoHyKye po3ayM, 40 SKOro CKopo
noesepHemocb. [ani, 3gaeTtbces, Wo
XpaHuTeni 6paTiB 3 HETEPNIHHAM
BMPILLXIIM NOoKapaTn CMEPTHO TXHBbOro
repoivyHoro nposigHuka, Ce. OpeHTid, ume
CMinMBE BM3HAHHS HaKMMKaro Ha HUX FHIiB
Makcumiana, 60 x JKumie kaxe, Lo, NOKN

persecution of Christians is remembered to
this day by the fact that Coptic Christians
mark their calendar year A. M. — “Anno
Martyrum” ("Year of the Martyrs”), dating it
from the year he ascended to the throne.
The names of the seven brothers are listed
(possibly in order of their age) as: Orentius,
Pharnacius, Eros, Firmus, Firminus,
Cyriacus and Longinus (this brother has the
same name as the Roman centurion in
charge of the Crucifixion of our Lord, who
became a believer and eventually a
Christian Martyr).

The Scythians (one of the early
peoples of Ukraine) had attacked the
Empire and Orentius was ordered to fight
their champion, a giant named Maroth. St.
Orentius defeated his opponent and the
Scythian attack was stopped. A celebratory
sacrifice to the Roman gods was ordered
then, and Orentius, as the victor, was asked
to participate. The young man explained
that he could not, since he, like his brothers,
was a Christian, and it was the Lord Jesus
Christ upon Whom he had called for help in
his contest. Maximian, so far from being
grateful for Orentius’ distinguished and
successful service, soon ordered him and
his brothers expelled from the army in
disgrace and exiled to Abkhazia in the
Caucasus. Every one of the brothers
attested their dedication to Christ by their
death en route to the place of exile.

The first to suffer was St. Eros — the
Vita says “at Parembol” (“the Camp”, for
which the Greek word is parembole) on
June 22/July 5. This brother’s name inspires
a reflection which we shall shortly pursue.
Next, it seems that the brothers’ keepers
became impatient to mete out punishment
by death to their heroic leader, St. Orentius,
whose bold confession had incurred
Maximian’s wrath, for the Vita says that,
while still on the way to the place of exile,
they tied a rock around his neck and cast
him into the sea. And a miracle came about.
The Vita goes on to say that the Archangel
Raphael (whose name means “God is the
Healer”) carried Orentius out of the sea to
dry land at Rize, which today is a city in




e 6ynu BOHM Ha LNsXy 40 Micus
3acnaHHs, Ti NpuB'd3aB KaMiHb NOMY Ha
LUVIO | KMHYNK 1oro B Mope. | ctanocs
auneo. 2Kumie roBopuTb, WO ApXaHren
Padain (ume im'a o3Havae «bor €
uinuTenb») BUNHAB OpeHTia 3 Mops Ha
cywy B Pise, 0 cbOorogHi € Micto B
NiBHIYHIN TypeyyuHi, Ha niBAeHHOMY
Oepesi YopHoro mopsi . Came Tam Cs.
My4yeHuK, noMonuMBLUNCS, Biaaas borosi
AyLly CBOI: BiH 3aCHYB, He yepes
BOGUBYMI THIB iMnepaTopa, a TOMy, LLUO BiH
BUPILLMB LUM BigaaTn 4ecTb
cnpaBxHboMy Llapto uapis, Hawomy
nepemoxHomy [rocnoay, lcycy Xpucry, i
npuegHatucsa ao Heoro B LlapcTsi, sike
3aBXau TyT, ane 3aBxau Lie nonepeay.

HacTtynHum noctpaxgae Cs.
dapHakin, sk kaxxe Kumie, B Kopgine
(MoxnuBo, Le 6nmabko o Pise micTo
KypTynyc, LWo no-TypeubkoMy 03Ha4ae
«3BINbHEHHSA» - Lie N Ha3Ba TYPELbKOro
Kopabns, K1 NPMBO3MB NPOAOBOSILCTBO
roNIoAyHYMM rpekam nig Yac HauUCTCbKoT
oKynaLuii B Apyriv CBITOBIN BilHi), 3-ro/16-
ro nunHsa. HactynHi noctpaxaanu Ces.
®ipmoc i PipmiH 7-ro/20-ro nunHa (XKumie
Kaxke, BXe Ha cxigHomy bepesi HYopHoro
mops). CB. Kupiak noctpaxagas 14-ro/27-
ro NNMNHSA, a oCTaHHiIn 3 bparTis, CB.
JIOHIVH, BiggaB CBOE XUTTSA, KON
kopabenb, Lo 1oro Bi3 40 Micus
BUIHAHHS 3aTOHYB Headaneko Big MicTa
MiTitoHae (HuHi MigyHaa B Abxaasii,
Hepaneko Big micus, ae cnovms CB. IBaH
3onoToycTtui; micue, ge Mukuta XpyLios
YyacTo BiabyBaB KypopT) 28-ro nmnHs/10-
ro ceprHs.

Lia nogopox My4yeHukis
Bif3HA4YaeTbCs B AE€Hb, KONN NepeMoXeLb
Mapoda, Cs. OpeHTin, BigaaBs cBoe
XUTTSA, 24-r0 YepBHs/7-ro nunHsa. A Cearto
MepBoBepxoBHUX AnocTonis MNeTpa n
Maena (30-ro YepBHA/12-ro NUMNHS)
npunagae mamxe Ha NosIoBUHI Yacy MixX
3acuHaHHam C.. Epoca, nepworo, i Cs.
JloHrnHa, octaHHboro, 3i Cee. bparis, dki
nocTpaxganu. IkoHa 3 BOX
lMepBoBepXxOBHMX AMOCTONIB, SKi Manu
CBOI cynepeykm (gK 3asHayae AnNocTon

northern Turkey, on the southern shores of
the Black Sea. It was there that the Holy
Martyr prayerfully surrendered his soul to
God: he fell asleep, not because of the
murderous rage of the Emperor, but
because he had determined to so honour
the true King of kings, our victorious Lord,
Jesus Christ, and join Him in the Kingdom
which is always here, yet always to come.

Next was St. Pharnacius, according
to the Vita, in “Kordile” (possibly nearby
Kurtulus, which means “Liberation” in
Turkish — this was also the name of a
Turkish ship that brought food to starving
Greeks during the Nazi occupation in the
second world war), on July 3/16. Sts.
Firmus and Fiminus followed on July 7/20
(the Vita says on the eastern shores of the
Black Sea). St. Cyriacus suffered on July
14/27, and the last of the brothers, St.
Longinus, gave his life when the ship
bearing him to exile sank near the city of
Pitiunde (now Pitsunda in Abkhazia, near
the place of repose of St. John Chrysostom,
and the place where Nikita Khrushchev had
his summer resort) on July 28/August 10.

This Martyrs’ journey is
commemorated on the day when the
vanquisher of Maroth, St. Orentius, gave his
life, June 24/July 7. The Feast of the
Preeminent Apostles Peter and Paul (June
30/July 12) falls nearly half-way in between
the falling asleep of St. Eros, the first, and
St. Longinus, the last, of the Holy Brothers
to suffer. The Icon of the two Preeminent
Apostles, who had had their differences (as
noted by St. Paul in Galatians 2:11-21),
always shows the two of them lovingly
embracing each other — and the intersection
of their halos gives the impression that they
are joined together in a heart, the symbol of
love (we have reproduced a Georgian
version of this Icon — | was unable to find
any Icon of the Holy Brothers). The name of
the youthful martyr, Eros, is one of the
Greek names for this greatest of Christian
virtues (his name may also be understood
as “Hero” since the two words are very
similar in Greek). It is a word that has, alas,
been much abused so as to almost become




Maeno y MNocnanHi go Manat 2:11-21),
3aBXam Nokasye ix noboBHO 0O6HABLUMCH
OQVH 3 OOHUM - | NepeTuH ix opeony
CTBOPHOE BpaXXeHHs, LLIO BOHN 06'egHaHi B
cepui, cumpony nbosi (Mn nogaemo
rPY3NHCBKY BepCito Li€l IKoHN — a [koHn
CsB. bpariB Hige He Mir 3HanTn). IM'sa
MOJSI040ro MyyeHuka, Epoc, € ogHum 3
rpeubKoi crnis aAngd uiei HanbinbLwoi 3
XPUCTUSAHCBKMUX YECHOT (MOro iM'sl TaKOX
MOXHa PO3yMIiTU K «["epom», Tak K L
[Ba CIroBa Ay)Xe CX0Xi y rpeubKin MOoBi).
Lle - cnoBo, gke, Ha xanb, 3a3Hano gyxe
GaraTo 3MoBXMBaHb, TaK L0 Maxe
CTano CMHOHIMOM «MOXOTi», sika AyXe
Jarneka Bif AOincHocTi camoBiggadi i
nparHeHHs 4o Coto3y 3 YrobneHum, akmv
€ CnpaBXHs NoboB.

Lle > nto6oB go Yonosikontobus,
JTobuTens BCix Noaen, sika HaguxHyna
OpeHrTis i noro 6patiB BiAMOBUTUCS BIig
MOKIMOHIHHA danbLlumBmM 6oram, wob
NpPOCTO BPATYBaTU CBOE XMUTTH. Came ua
X JTrobos i cnonykana lMetpa n MNMaena
noaosiatv CBOI Cynepeykn Ta MoanTucs i
npaurBaTh pasoMm, Wob NPUHECTN i
€BpeEIB i HEEBPEIB Y Lien CO3 POAUHHOT
JTo6oBi, ika B 0AMH NpekpacH1Ui AeHb
nepeTBOpPUTb CBIT BigNOBIAHO 0
A0CKOHanoro nnaxy, 3a skuv bor cteopus
- | CTBOpPIOE - Moro. Hexam xe i Mun Tex
NepeTBOPEMOCS MOCTINHO L€t
JTobor’to, Wwob BigobpaxysaTn iy
CBOEMY MOBCAKAEHHOMY XUTTI, AK
cnpaBXxHin obpas Llepksu, Npo sKy
BnaxeHHun Ctapeub Maicin (E3Henigic)
CeaToropeub (1924-1994) Tak nucas:
«Wnsax Llepkeu € no6oB; He nogibHa
BOHa [0 3aKOHHWUKIB. LiepkBa 6aunTb yce 3
TEPNMMICTIO | NparHe AOMOMOITA KOXHIl
NOAVHI, He3BaXkaloum Ha Te, Wwo 6 Take
BiH [4UM BOHA] BYUMHUB [4M BYMHMNA], AKUM
[4m akoro] He ByB 61 [un He Byna 6] BiH
[4m BOHA] rpilWHUM [4M rpiLIHOK].» AMIHb.

a synonym for “lust”, which is very far
removed indeed from the self-giving and
yearning for union with the Beloved, which
is real love.

It was love for the Lover of Mankind,
of all humans, which inspired Orentius and
his brothers to refuse worship to false gods
simply to save their lives. It was this same
love that spurred Peter and Paul to resolve
their differences and pray and labour
together to bring Jews and Gentiles into this
relationship of family love which will one day
transform the universe, according to the
perfect plan by which God created — and
creates — it. May we too be transformed
continually by this love and reflect it in our
daily lives as the true image of the Church,
about which the Blessed Elder Paisios
(Eznepidis) of the Holy Mountain (1924-
1994) wrote: “The way of the Church is
love; it differs from the way of the legalists.
The Church sees everything with tolerance
and seeks to help each person, whatever
he [she] may have done, however sinful he
[she] may be”. Amen.
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