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THE HOLY NEW MARTYRS
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REBELLION IN CHINA

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

"PapynTecs, 3ipku Cxony". (Mpucnis
Axkacpucra CBaTum MyyeHukam)

Y AeHb 24-ro YepBHSA 3a
rpUropistHCbKMM kanexgapem (ue x 11-ro
YepBHS 3a IMISHCLKMM) MU Big3Ha4Yaemo
MpaBocnaBHNX HoBOMY4YEHUKIB, UMi
CBigYEHHs NPO NepPeMOory Halloro
locnoga Hag cmepTio, A€ BOHM Bigomi,
HepigKko NpeacTaBnNAlTLCA Y
BUKPMBIIEHOMY CBITNi (HE € Lie YMMOCb
He3BMYarHUM 3i CBiAYEHHAMU
MyuyeHuki). BoHu - CBALLLEHHOMYYEHUK
MuTtpodaH, sikoro kutanceke im'a, byBae,
nepepaetbes Ak «Len YyHy [npo ue
MOXXHa NPoYMTaTU B aHIINCBLKIA MOBI
(nepeknag 3 pocCiNcbKoro opuriHany,
SIKOro He BAANoCs 3HaWTK — itoK) OCb TYT,
OywnacTtups MNpasocnaeHoi Micii B
MekiHi, Ta 221 iHWKUX. MiXX HUMK HorO
ApyxuHa, Cs. TeTaHa, i cuHu 1oro, CBB.
Icas Ta loaHH (sKkuin mMaB nuwe 7 niT), SKi,

“Rejoice, O stars of the Orient.” (Refrain
from the Akathist to the Chinese Martyr
Saints)

On June 24 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is June 11 on the Julian)
we commemorate some Orthodox New
Martyrs whose testimony to our Lord’s
victory over death, where it is known, is (as
is not unusual with Martyrs’ testimonies) not
infrequently misrepresented. They are
Hieromartyr Mitrophan, whose Chinese
name is often rendered as “Jichong”,
following the Cyrillic transliteration of the
“pinyin”, the system of transcribing Chinese
characters into Latin (“Yang Ji” is better:
see), the Priest of the Orthodox Mission in
Beijing, and 221 others. Among them are
his wife, St. Tatiana, and his sons, Sts.
Isaiah and loann (who was only 7), who
along with Catholic and Protestant
Christians, were put to death during the so-
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pasom 3 XpuctussHamu Katonmkamu i
MpoTecTtaHTamu, Oynu cTpadyeHi nig vyac
Tak 3BaHoro "bokcepcbkoro noBCcTaHHA".
>KoaHe 3 umx OBOX CriB HEe aAeKkBaTHe.

TepmiH «bokcepn» - cnoBo, 9knMm
iHO3eMLi Ha3nBalTb MONOAUX NOOEN
TaeMHOro ToBapuUCTBa YTBOPEHOro cepes
censiH Ha niBHIYHOMY cxogi Kutato B
OCTaHHi POKWN OEB'ATHAAUATOro CTOMNITTS
nig Haseoto "MpaBeaHi 1 rapMOHIHI
kynaku". (Mu 6yaemo npogosxyBaTiu
BMKOPUCTOBYBATU LIEN HETOYHUIA TEPMIH).
BoHu npakTukyBanu 6onosi MmucteuTsa Ta
XYOOXHIO MMHACTUKY, @ TakoX MICTUYHI
puTyanu, ki, Ha X QyMKy, Manu poouTu
X, MK IHLUMM, HENPOOMBHUMK AN Kynb.
Takum YMHOM, Ui MONO4i MY>KUYNHN
Hamaranucsa gasatu pagy 3 CTUXIMHUMU
nmMxamu Ta noniTUMHUMK Herapasgamu B
KuTato B nepiog 3aHenagy guHacTii LnH.
Lli Herapasgu ©ynu, B 3Ha4HIn Mipi,
CNPUYNHEHI iMNepianiCTUYHNMM
CTPEMITIHHSAMW EBPONENCHLKNX OepXKaB i
CyCiAHbOT ANOHIT (Coto3 8-0x Hauin).
Cepep unx Tpareginn 6yno BBeOeHHS y
Kutan oniHoi HapkomaHii! CnoyaTtky
Bokcepu 6ynu npoTn npasuTeniB AUHacCTIl
UwnH - a Ti 6ynn n npotn HMX. Ta BooBa-
iMmnepaTpuus (Baosa imnepatopa), Ln-Ci,
y BianoBiab Ha arpecuBHi iHO3eMHi
iHTepBeHULil B KuTai, ctana nigrpyumysaTtu
Bbokcepis, ki ToAi noyanu
BMKOPUCTOBYBATU racrno: «Bigpoanmo
LInH i 3HMWKUMO iHO3emuiB». Takum
YMHOM, arpecuBHi fii bokcepiB He MOXHa
No-crnpaBXHbOMY MOXHa Ha3BaTK
NOBCTaHHAM, OCKiNbKM IXHBOK METOK He
Oyno noBaneHHs KNTancbKoro ypsay.
CnoBo «3aBopyLLeHHSA» MabyTb Kpalie
nigxoguno 6. (Buwwe mxepeno Bxusae
«[lMoBCcTaHHs ixeTyaHiB» - Ha3By X
TOBapUCTBA IXHbOrO iHOAI NepefatnTb 9K
"Marisi 6okcy Ixe»).

MpaBocnas'a 6yno BBegeHe B
KuTtan anbasmHusiMmmn, pocincbkummn
Ko3akamu 3 cena AnbasnHo Ha piyui
Amyp, ki nocenunucsa (ado dynu
nepeceneHi) Heganeko Big MNekiHa y
Apyrin NonoBuHi 17-ro CToNITTa - Aeski 3
TXHIX MOKMTanMYeHnX HawagkiB 4o uux nip

called “Boxer Rebellion”. Neither of those
two words is entirely accurate.

The term “Boxers” is the word by
which foreigners referred to the young men
of a secret society, formed among peasants
in northeastern China in the final years of
the nineteenth century, called “Righteous
and Harmonious Fists”. (We shall continue
to use this imprecise term). They practiced
martial arts and calisthenics as well as
mystical rituals they believed would make
them, among other things, impervious to
bullets. In this way the young fellows sought
to deal with the natural disasters and
political adversities of China at the twilight
of the Qing Dynasty. The adversities which
were largely due to the imperialist
aspirations of European powers and
neighboring Japan (the 8 nation alliance).
Among the tragedies these brought to
China was opium addiction! At first the
Boxers were opposed by - and opposed to
— the Qing rulers. However, the Empress
Dowager (widow of the Emperor) TZ'u-Hsi
(pinyin: Cixi), in response to foreign
aggressive intervention in China, threw in
her support behind the Boxers who began
to use the slogan: “Revive the Qing and
destroy the foreigners”. Thus the aggressive
actions of the Boxers may not truly be
called a rebellion, since their goal was not
the overthrow of the Chinese government.
The word “Uprising” is better. (The above
source suggests “Yihetuan Uprising” — the
Society’s name is sometimes rendered as
“Yihe Magic Boxing”).

Orthodoxy had been brought to
China by the Albazinians, Russian Kozaks
from Albazin on the Amur River, who had
settled (or been settled) near Beijing in the
latter part of the 17" century — some of their
Sinicized descendants still live in China.
The Chinese Mission formed to serve them
provided Europeans with useful information
about the Chinese languages and culture
Europe and also attracted native Chinese to
the Church. (The Boxer Uprising
notwithstanding by 1902 there were 32
Orthodox Churches in China with some
6,000 adherents). Alas, some Albazinian




xuByTb y Kutai. Kutaricbka micia, sika
Oyna ccopmoBaHa, Wwob cnyxmtn im,
Hagana eBponenuam KopucHy
iHbopMaLito NPO KNTaNCbKiA MOBU 1
KynbTypy, a poT UbOoMy 1 npuBabuna
KOpiHHUX KuTanuis go Llepkeu.
(HesBaxatoun Ha bokcepcbke NOBCTaHHS,
B 1902 poui, HanivyBanocs 32
MpaBocnasHux Xpamis y Kutai, 3 okono
6,000 npuxuneHukamun). Ha xanb, geski
MpaBocnaeHnx AnbasuHui He Bynu gyxe
xopowumu cBigku npo Bipy. Te x came
MOXHa cKasaTtu i Npo 6araTboX iHLWNX
iHO3EMHUX MicioHepiB, Aki NpubyBanu B
KuTan.

Bokcepu HanpaBunu CBOK BOPOXY
yBary 0o XpucTtusH, sk Pumo-Katonukis
Ta lNpoTecTtaHTiB, Tak i Ao [NpaBocnasHuX,
HasMBa4m IX «aeMoHamMm». Y YepBHI
1900-ro p. BOHU no4vanu pisaHUHy
XpuctuaH y lMekini. Ti, ki He 3pikanuca
Bipn 6ynu BouTi. Ha 1-ro 4epBHS BOHK
cnanunu Xpam y NpasocnasHin Micil.
Bipytoui 3ibpanucs B 6yanHKy o.
MuTtpodpaHa, sikoro 6yB BUCBATMB y CaH
CpsuweHuka cam CB. Mukonain AnoHcbKun
(ocb 1yT). OTeub 6yB CKPOMHOIO
NOANHOLO, KU Hamarascs ByB YHUKHYTH
CBSIYEHHS KaXy4n: «FAK MOXe niogmHa 3
HegocTaTHIMM 3aibHOCTAMK Ta
YeCHOTaMN HaBaXXUTUCHA MPUAHATU Lier
BENVKUI can?» Moro HapeLuTi nepekoHaB
Ha Taky noceaty cebe ApxumaHgpuT
dnasgigH (FopogeLubkuin), SKUN 3roqom
ctaB Mutpononutom Kuesa. O.
MuTtpodhaH He 3anepeydyBaB NPUTYNOK
HaBiTb A4Na TUX, siki 6ynu noro
NPOTMBHUKaMM Nifi Yac NOro CIYXIiHHS.
BiH BigBiayBaB pyiHu cnaneHoro Xpamy
Kiflbka pasiB Ha OeHb, i 3aKnunkae CBOIO
npurHivery MNMacrey MiyHO TpUmaTucs y
TakuUn CMYTHUI Yac.

Y aeHb 10-ro 4yepBHs, 4im o.
MuTpodaHa oToumnn bokcepwu i congatu.
Oeski XpucTnsHu amornu BTekTu. PeluTa,
B OCHOBHOMY XiHKM 1 OiTn, 6nmn3bko 70
ayw, 6ynu nigaaxi Toptypam Ta Béuri. O.
MuTtpodhaH cam 6yB npokonoTun 6araTto
pasiB, K BiH cuais Ha noagip'i. Moro
ManeHbkoro cuHa, CB. loaHHa, xoya n

Orthodox were not very good witnesses to
the Faith. The same may be said of many of
the other foreign missionaries who came to
China.

The Boxers directed their hostile
attention to the Orthodox as much as to the
Roman Catholic and Protestant Christians
whom they referred to as “demons”. In June
of 1900 they began a massacre of the
Christians in Beijing. Those who would not
apostatize were killed. On Junel they
burned down the Mission Church. The
faithful gathered in the home of Fr.
Mitrophan, who had been ordained to the
Priesthood by St. Nicholas of Japan (see).
Father was a humble man, who had sought
to avoid ordination saying: “How can a
person with insufficient abilities and charity
dare to accept this great rank?” He had
finally been persuaded by Archimandrite
Flavian (Horodets’kyy), who later became
Metropolitan of Kyiv. Father Mitrophan
would not deny refuge even to those who
had been his opponents during his ministry.
He visited the ruins of the burned Church
several times daily and encouraged his
dispirited flock to hold fast in this time of
troubles.

On June 10, Fr. Mitrophan’s house
was surrounded by the Boxers and soldiers.
Some Christians were able to flee. The
remainder, mostly women and children,
some 70 souls were tortured and killed. Fr.
Mitrophan himself was stabbed numerous
times as he sat in the courtyard. His little
son, St. loann, although badly wounded,
was hidden by his sister-in-law. When found
the next morning, he said his wounds did
not hurt him. To the mockers who called
him a demon, he responded: “I believe in
God and am not a demon”. The Boxers got
him once more and completed his
martyrdom. Little loann’s brother, St. Isaiah,
had been martyred several days before and
his wife, St. Maria, insisted on staying with
the other Christians in her father-in-law’s
home till the end, saying: "l was born near
the church of the Most Holy Mother of God
and here | will die". Such determined
adherence to the Body of Christ is also
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BaXXKO MOpPAHEHOro, 3axoBara noro 6parta
apyxuHa. Npn BUABNEHHI HA HAcTyNHUN
paHoK, BiH CKa3asB, LLIO MOro paHu He
3aBgaBanu nomy oonto. [ns
HaCMILLHUKIB, AKi Ha3MBanm Uoro
OEeMOHOM, BiH BignoeiB: «£1 Bipto B bora, i
s1 He »KoAHWN gemoH». bokcepun 3axonunu
MOro Lie pas i 3aBepLunnn noro
MyyeHnunyTBO. BpaT Manoro loaHHa, Cs.
Icas, OyB 3akaToOBaHWI 3a Kiflbka gHIB 0O
LbOro i noro gpyxuHa, Cs. Mapis,
Hanonsrae Ha nepedyBaHHSA 3 IHLLMMN
XpuctnsaHamm B OyauHKY CBOro TecTs 4o
KiHUS1, ckasaBLuK: «A Hapoamnacs 6ins
Xpamy lNpecsatoi boropoauui, i TyT A i
nompy». MNMogibHe piwyye OTpUMaAHHSA
npuHanexHocTi o Tina XpucTtoBoro
TaKoX 3HaxoOuTb BigobpaXkeHHs y cnosax
18-piyHoro kaTtonuubkoro MyyeHunka Toro
TpariyHoro yacy, Cs. Yi XKyui, skun
©e3CcTpallHO 3asiBUB CBOIM My4UTENAM,
KOS BOHW Bigpi3anu Noro npasy PyKy:
«KoxkeH LWmMaTok NnoTi MOET, KoXHa
Kpanns MO€ET KpOBi CKake BaMm, WO S —
XPUCTUAHUHY.

Cycigu npuHecnu Tino Ce.
MwuTpodhaHa B 6oraginbHio Micii i noro
OCTaTOYHO NpUMICTUAN pa3oM 3 Mowamu
iHWnx MyyeHukiB, B ckneni nig BiBTapem
Llepken MyyeHukis, skui 6yB
BcTaHoBneHun B lMekiHi B 1903 poui. Lia
Llepka Oyna 3pyiriHOBaHa 3a 4aciB
KOMYHICTIB i Aanblia gons Mowwen
HeBigoma. NpoTe HaBiTb CbOrogHi € Wwe
ABi gitodi Mapacpin 3 [lyxoBeHCTBOM B
HapogHin Pecny6niui Kutan. OgHa
3HaxoamMTbCA Y BiAHOBMEHIN Liepksi
YcniHHA Ha TepuTopii noconbcTBa Pocii B
MNekiHi. IHWwa - B LLaHxal, Takox B
POCIMCbKOMY KOHCYNbCTBI. [LLaHxai
nam’aTae cy4yacHoro YrogHuka, Cs.
MwuTpononuTta loaHHa (MakcumoBmya),
npocnaeneHoro B 1994 poui, skmn
cnyxus Tam €nunckornom 3 1934 p. goku
OyB 3MyLLEHWI TiKaTU 3 NPUXOLAOM A0
BMaau KOMYHICTIB: OCb TYT. € TaKOX
Mpomagm 6e3 CBsLLEHNUKIB. YCi BOHN
Ait0Tb NpY MOBYa3Hin 3roAdi ypaay Kutaro -
SIKUIA, OQHaK He Aae oilinHe BM3HAHHA
lMpaBocnaBHUM 3i CTpaxy NOMiTUYHOro

reflected in the words of an 18-year-old
Catholic Martyr of this tragic time, St. Chi
Zhuzi, who fearlessly declared to his
tormentors who had just cut off his right
arm: “Every piece of my flesh, every drop of
my blood will tell you that | am a Christian”.

Neighbours brought St. Mitrophan’s
body to the Mission almshouse and,
eventually, it was placed, together with
Relics of other Martyrs, in a crypt under the
Altar of the Church of the Martyrs which
was erected in Beijing in 1903. This Church
was destroyed in the time of the
Communists and the whereabouts of the
Relics are unknown. Nonetheless even
today there are still two functioning
congregations with Clergy in the People’s
Republic of China. One is in the restored
Church of the Dormition on the grounds of
the Russian Embassy in Beijing. The other
is in Shanghai, also at the Russian
consulate. [Shanghai recalls the modern
Saint, Metropolitan John (Maksymovych),
canonized in 1994, who was Bishop there
from 1934 until he was forced to flee upon
the rise of the Communists: see. There are
also priestless congregations. All these
operate with the tacit consent of the
Chinese government - which nonetheless
does not extend official recognition to the
Orthodox out of fear of political interference
by outside powers.There is a Greek Parish
and a Russian Parish in Hong Kong, as well
as a Russian Parish in Taiwan.

The Chinese Martyrs, as is often the
case, bear testimony to the evil — never
one-sided — of greed and intolerance in
humans. To use their story, as has
sometimes been the case, to support, justify
or enflame secularist political aims, is a
gross violation of the spirit in which they
offered their lives for Christ and for their
country China. We must see them, as we
must see all Martyrs, as examples:
encouraging us — and they are eternally
alive in Christ to do so — to fight the good
fight, to run the good race, and to reflect in
our daily lives the truth, joy and power of the
Gospel. Amen.
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BTPYYaHHS 30BHILLHIX cun. € rpeubka
Mapadis a Takox i pocincbka B [TOHKOHTY,
i TakoX pocincbka B TalBaHi.

Kutaricbki MyyeHukn, gk ue Yacto byBae 3
MyuyeHnkamu, csigyaTb NPO NPUCYTHICTb
3ra — ane He OAHOCTOPOHHLOIO -
»aaibHoCTi Ta HETEpPNMMOCTI B NMoAsAX.
BukopucTtoByBaTu X icTopil, K Le iHOoAj
Mae Micue, 4ns nigTpMMKn, BunpaBgaHHA
4Yn po3nantioBaHHA MUPCBKUX NONITUYHUX
uinen, € rpybmMm nopyLieHHAM ayxy, B
SIKOMY BOHM Bigdanun CBOE XUTTS 3a
XpucTa i 3a cBoto KpaiHy, Kutan. Mu
NOBUHHI X 6a4YNTU, AK MU MOBUHHI BaYnUTN
BCiX My4eHuKiB, SK NpuKNag: 3a0X04eHHS
HaM - a BOHW BiYHO XMBi Y XPUCTi Le
YUHUTK - W06 i Mu 3maranucs 4obpum
3MaraHHaMm, 6irnu xopoLwmm npoGirom, i
BigoOpaxanu B CBOEMY LLOAEHHOMY XUTTI
iCTUHY, pagicTb i cuny €BaHrenis. AMiHb.




