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CBarmnm Anocrton i
€EBaHrenumcr Jlyka

The Holy Apostle and
Evangelist Luke

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw

kutash@unicorne.org

«[T]lomy 1 A, BCe Big nepLuoi xBuni
OOKNnagHo po3BigaBLuM, 3abaxaB
onucartu 3a nopsigkom ons tebe...»
(EsaHrenis Big Jlykn 1:3)

Ha 31-ro »XoBTHSA 3a
rpyropiaHceknm kaneHgapem (ue — 18-ro
YKOBTHS 3a toniaHCbKUM), Konnm 6araTo-xTo
cnpaense cBiTCbke CBATO «[anoBiH» (Lo
3aTpMMarno ogHak LiepKOBHY Ha3By, 60 X
Nno-aHrnincbkomy L Ha3Ba BignoBigae
cnoBam «Hageuip’a Beix CATmx»!),
Llepkea cBaTkye nam'atb CB. Anoctona n
€saHrenucta Jlyku.

Llin yygoosin niogmHi XpuctusiHu
3aBOsuyOTh gyXe 6araTto Toro, LWwo
PO3yMitl0Tb NP0 GEe3MEXHY NacKaBiCTb,
mMunocepas i cnisdyTnueicTb Mocnoaa,
Akni | cnoBaMn N XKUTTAM NPOSBAAE HaM
OTusa HebecHoro. Anocton Naeno, sikoro

“[I]t seemed good to me also, having
had perfect understanding of all things
from the very first, to write to you an
orderly account” (The Gospel
According to Luke 1:3)

On October 31 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is October 18 on the
Julian), when so many are celebrating the
secular holiday which still bears the
ecclesiastical name of Halloween (which
means “the Eve of All Hallows' [i.e. All
Saints’] Day”), the Church celebrates the
memory of the Holy Apostle and
Evangelist Luke.

It is to this amazing man that
Christians owe a great many of the
insights they have into the infinite
kindness, mercy and compassion of the
Lord, Who by His words and life reveals
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NOCTIMHO NigTpMMyBaB i akoMnaHyBaBs Jlykn
B MOro MiCiMHMX Nnogopoxax Ta Tpygax, Aas
nomy HasBy «Yntobnexun Jlikap» (KonocsH
4:14) i Ha Ui ke Ha3Bi MOro Hamkpatle n
3HaeMO.

30aeTtbes, Wwo Jlyka — eguHun aBTop
y HoBomy 3asiTi (a HaBiTb y bibnii) —
HeeBPEenCbKOro NOXomxeHHs. BiH 6yB
YpOoKeHLEM BEMNUKOro mMicta AHTIOXIT B
Cupii (6inga cyyacHoro micta AHTakii y
niegeHHin TypeydnHi), oe Bnepue
NocnigoOBHUKN XpUCTa Ha3Banu
XpuctuaHamu, 3rigHo 3 Knuroto LisiHb
Ceatnx AnoctoniB, gKky Hanucae Jlyka, sK
NPOOOBXEHHA cBOET €BaHrenii (11:26). wo
npuceaveHa Teodiny (Lo o3Havae
«obutens Boray), rydepHaTtopy pUMcbKoi
npoBiHLUii Axal y 3axigHin YacTuHi [Mpeuil.
BiH mabyTb cTaB nocnigoBHMkom Xpucta,
HaBEepHYBLUMCb Nepes TUM Ha
eNNiHICTUYHMIA togai3M, AKUIA YNTaB
Ctapun 3aBiT y rpeubKomy nepeknagi
CentyarinTi. Ak nocnigoBHWK XpucTa BiH
noceaTus MlomMy CBOK NOBaXHY OCBITY B
dinocodii, MeanuunHi Ta MUCTEUTBI.

€ pekinbka IkoH Boxoi Matepi, ski
OINWNKY 0 HaWKnX OHIB, sIKi, K KaXyTb,
Oynu Hanucaxi Cs. Jlykoto. Ta Hankpalui
onucn Mapii i it Cuna, Haworo Nocnoga
Icyca, noxogaTb Bi4 cniB noro €saHrenii.
IHTUMHI cnocTepexxeHHs Npo XuTTa CeaTol
PoamHun Ta noxomxeHHs Icyca, wo
noxoadaTtb Big 3HaromcTea Jlyku 3i CB.
Marip’to — um TO ocobucte un 4yepes
cy4acHe NOMy yCHe nepefaHHsi — HaBiTb
CMOHYKanu AeKoro HasBaTu Lo €BaHrenito
€aHrenieto Big Mapii.

Big Jlyku > gosigyemocb My nNpo
BnarosiweHHs. Cnoea Ao LMPOKOBIAOMOI
Monuten «boropoguue [iso, pagynca»
NoxXoasiThb Bif BiTaHHS ApxaHrena MaBpuvina
Ao Mapii, sk nogaHe B €BaHrenii Big Jlyku.
Uepes Jlykn OoBiOyEMOCH NPO MOXOIKEHHSA
Ce4aroro kyseHa Icyca, IBaHa Xpectutens
(siKoro npaBocnaBHi NepeBaXxHO
HasuBaloTb IBaHOM [MpeaTteyeto). Big Jlyku
X Yyemo yygosy [Mputdy npo bnygHoro
CuHa. Lle BiH onoBigae npo po3b6inHuka,

the Father to us. The Apostle Paul, whose
continual companion Luke was in his
missionary travels and travails, calls him
“the Beloved Physician” (Colossians 4:14)
and it is by this title that he is best known.

It seems that Luke is the only
author in the New Testament (and indeed
in the Bible) who was not of Hebraic origin.
He was a Gentile, a native of the great city
of Antioch in Syria (near the modern city of
Antakya in southern Turkey) where
followers of Christ were called Christians
for the first time, according to the Book of
Acts which Luke wrote as a continuation of
his Gospel (11:26) dedicated to
Theophilus (which literally means “lover of
God”), the governor of the Roman
province of Achaia in the western part of
Greece. He may have come to follow
Christ as a convert to Hellenistic Judaism,
which read the Old Testament in its Greek
translation, the Septuagint. As Christ’s
follower he consecrated to Him his
considerable education in philosophy,
medicine and art.

There are several Icons of the
Mother of God which have come to our
time which are reputed to have been
written by St. Luke. However the best
known depictions of Mary and her Son, our
Lord Jesus, have come through the words
of Luke’s Gospel. The intimate glimpses
into the life of the Holy Family and of
Jesus’ origins provided by Luke’s
acquaintance with the Holy Mother — either
personal or through contemporary oral
tradition — have even prompted some to
call his Gospel, the Gospel of Mary.

It is through Luke that we hear of
the Annunciation. The words to the well-
known prayer: “Rejoice, o Virgin
Theotokos” (known in the Catholic West as
“Hail, Mary full of Grace”) are from the
salutation of the Archangel Gabriel to Mary
given in Luke’s Gospel. Through Luke we
know of the origins of Jesus’ holy cousin,
John the Baptist (usually called John the
Forerunner by the Orthodox). Through




sIKU BU3HaB Icyca Ha XpecrTi i 3pasy
oTpumaB 3aneBHeHHs Pato. Ake x ue
OKeperno Hagii ans nogen, Wo 3i ctpaxom
CTpivaloTh KiHLEBUA MOMEHT 3€MHOIr0
XUTTA | Bigxig y mictepito cmepTi!

Uepes Jlyky My 4yemo nepLunia 3i
cimox BucrogiB Icyca Ha XpecTi: «OT1ue,
BigNycTu iM, 60 He 3HalTb, WO YMHATD
BoHM!...» (23:34). Lle x Jlyka po3ka3sye npo
OnygHuuto, Wwo obmuna Horu lcyca ceoimu
cnbo3amu B gomMi Cnmona dapuces (7:36-
50),- noAis Wo Tak ICHO NporonoLlye
nackaBiCTb i CNiBYYTNMBICTb HALWIOro
"ocnoga, Wwo 3anpolysana — n gani
3anpoLuye — BCiX BiAKMHEHMX | 3a0yTuX,
NPUONTMX rpixamm CBOIMU YW iHLLNX,
npuntn go Heoro, Wwob oTpumaTn
NPOLLEHHS | BUIiKyBaHHS AyLWi 1 Tina.

Jlyka npogoBsXye nporonowysaTtu
[locnoaHto €BaHrenito Cnokot Ta
NPUMMUPEHHS HE NuLLe CBOIMM CNoBaMMU,
HaTXHeHUMU CBATUM [lyXOM, ane HaBiTb i
roro Ceatumm Mowamu. BiH HaneBHO
nomep My4yeHUKoM, po3n'aTum Ym
NOBILLEHNUM Ha ONMBKOBOMY AepeBi B BioTil
6insa ctapuHHoro rpeubkoro micra Qigis,
npubnuaHo B BiLi 84 nit. Moro rpobHuua y
TOMY MiCTi npuTarae no cebe nanomMHukis
00 HUHI. Y x0BTHI 1992 p. Enuckon Magyi
(Bigome, sik MicTO NoxomkeHHA CB. AHTOHIs
MagyaHcbkoro, y4Ha CB. dpaHumcka
ACCi3bKOro, o SIKOro 4acTo 3BepTalThC 3
NpOXaHHAM LONOMOr 3HanTK 3arybnexe),
B ITanii, AHTOHIO MarTiauo, oTpumas nucra
Bif rpeLbKoro NnpaBoCnaBHOro
MuTpononuta ®iBiincbkoro, lepoHima
(Nanica), wo B cy4acHy nopy €
Apxienuckonom AdiH, MNepBoepapxom
Llepksu "peubkoi. MuTpononut npocus
«3Ha4yHoro gparmeHta» Mowis Cs. Jlyku,
Wwo6 noknacTu X y NpUMiLLeHHi noro
rpPoGHML.

Lle pano npusig HaykoBrM
OOCnigXKeHHsM, gk nigTeepamnm
aBTEeHTUYHICTb MoLLiB i iICTOPUYHICTb
nepegaHHsA Npo HMX, K 3Haxoaumo B
aHrMincbKin MOBI OCb TYT: traces-cl.com.
MMicns uboro €nmnckon AHTOHIO Tak i NPUHIC

Luke we hear the magnificent, stirring
Parable of the Prodigal Son. He is the one
who tells us of the thief who acknowledged
Jesus upon the Cross and immediately
received the assurance of Paradise. What
a source of hope this has been for people
fearfully facing the final moment of earthly
life and departure into the mystery of
death!

Through Luke we hear the first of
Jesus’ seven sayings upon the Cross
which is: “Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do” (23:34). It is Luke
who tells us of the prostitute who washed
Jesus’ feet with her tears in the house of
Simon the Pharisee (7:36-50) which so
clearly proclaims the kindness and
compassion of our Lord which invited —
and invites — all the outcast and forsaken,
beaten down by their own or others’ sin, to
come to Him to receive forgiveness and
healing of soul and body.

Luke continues to proclaim the
Lord’s Gospel of peace and reconciliation
not only by his words, inspired by the Holy
Spirit, but even by his Holy Relics. He
most likely died a Martyr, crucified or hung
upon an olive tree in Boeotia near the
ancient Greek city of Thebes, at about the
age of 84. His tomb in that city attracts
pilgrims to this day. In October 1992 the
Bishop of Padua (famous as the home of
St. Anthony of Padua, disciple of St.
Francis of Assisi, frequently called upon to
help find lost objects) in Italy, Antonio
Mattiazzo received a letter from the Greek
Orthodox Metropolitan of Thebes,
Hieronymos (Liapis), currently the
Archbishop of Athens, the Primate of the
Church of Greece. The Metropolitan asked
for “a significant fragment” of the Relics of
St. Luke to be placed on the site of his
tomb.

This led to scientific studies that
confirmed the authenticity of the Relics
and the historicity of the tradition
surrounding them (: traces-cl.com). After
this Bishop Antonio did indeed bring the
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MwuTpononutosi pebpo 3 Tina C.. Jlykn,
HanGAMXX4Yoro 4O MOro cepus,- Yeprosui
Cy4YacHuUI NpuKnazg 3pocTaHHa nobosi Ta
nackaBOCTi MOMIXK JOBro po3fny4yeHnx
poAnH XpUCTUSHCTBA, WO 6e3yMOBHO
npuHOCUTbL E€BaHrenncty 6arato pagocTi
Ta npo WO BiH HAaNeBHO 1 MONUTLCS Nepen
lMpectonom Haworo BcemunnocTtneoro ta
Bcentobnsyoro Cnacutens. Ha 22-ro
rpyaHs 1997 p. Mupo nosiBunocs Ha
Mapmypi rpobHuui Jyku, i noro iHTep'ep
cTaB naxy4um Ao HuHi. OnnekoBe Aepeso,
LLO, 9K KaXyTb, € Te, Ha AKOMy AMNocCTon
npocnaeue focnoga CBOE MyYeHMULbKOO
CMepTIo, Aarni pocte 3 npaBoro 6oky
LUBUHTap4a B diBax.

Hexan Haw Nocnoapb, Akun
MOKNUKaB i AaB NOTyXHY 36poto CBoemy
Cniysi i YuHesi, Jlyui, npuHocutn Ceoi
cnacatodi Cnosa Ceoemy yniobneHomy
TBOPIHHIO, MPOOOBXYE NPUTSAraTU KOXXHOMO
3 Hac Oo orHuwa Moro no6oBi, Wwob6 mMu
MOFIM 3aHOCUTM MO0 Y KOXXHUIA 3aKyTOK
HAaLLIOro XWUTTS - i LWiel nnaHeTwn, 3 koo BiH
Tak piwyyo ineHTngikye Cebe. AMiHb.

Metropolitan the rib from St. Luke’s body
closest to his heart, providing one of many
examples in our times of the increase of
love and kindness between the long-
separated families of Christianity, which
certainly brings the Evangelist immense
joy and for which he undoubtedly prays
before the Throne of our all-merciful and
all-loving Saviour. On December 22, 1997,
Myrrh appeared on the marble of Luke’s
tomb, and its interior continues to be
fragrant to this day. The olive tree which is
said to be the original one upon which the
Apostle glorified the Lord by his martyr’s
death still grows to the right of the
cemetery in Thebes.

May our Lord, Who called and
mightily equipped His Servant and Disciple
Luke to bring His saving Word to His
beloved creation, continue to draw each of
us to the fire of His love, so that we might
bear it into every nook and cranny of our
lives and of this planet with which He so
decisively identifies Himself. Amen.




