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«[Jo6pe meHi, Wwo T BNOKOpPMB MeHe.»
(Mcanom 118:71)

Ha 13-ro 6epesHs 3a [puropiaHcbknm
kaneHgapem (To6To 28-ro noTOro 3a
FOnistHCbKMM) MU CBATKYEMO Nam'aATb
MpaBocnaeHoro CeAtoro YkpaiHu, SKOro 3eMHui
LNsx, ocobnmBo B NOTO KiHLEBIN cTadii, NpuHic
nomy HanbinbLL BorntoYi TEPNIHHA, SAKUX TifbKK
Moxe cobi ntoguHa yasutu. Lle -
CaswweHoMy4eHnk ApceHin (y XpeLyeHHi
Onekcangp) (Mauiesuy), Mutpononut
PoctoBcbkun (1697-1772), NOBOXHUIA CRyXUTENb
locnogesi, Wwo Hapoauecs B ciM'i CBsLEHMKa B
M. Bonogumupi-BonnHcekomMy B YkpaiHi, Ta akuia
nobusasca npas ansa [lyxoBeHcTBa B Yaci
aBToputapHoro pexumy Llapuui MockoBcbkoT
KaTtepuHu II.

YKpaiHa nonana nig enagy 3pocraryol
Imnepii MockoBcbKol Bif Yacy MNepesacnascbKoi
Yroan, aky 3aknioums 'etbmaH borgaH
XmenbHUUbkM y 1654 p. NeTbmaH yBaxas, LLO
ue 3acib 30obyTn nNigTpUMKy 418 Noro kamnatii

“It is good for me that You humbled me”
(Psalm 118:71).

On March 13 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is February 28 on the Julian) we cele-
brate the memory of a Saint of Ukraine, whose
earthly path, especially in its final stage, includ-
ed the most fiery ordeal which can be imagined.
It is the Hieromartyr Arsenius (baptized Alexan-
der) (Matsiyevych), Metropolitan of Rostov
(1697-1772), a devout servant of the Lord, born
into a priest’s family in Volodymyr-Volyns’kyy in
Ukraine, who struggled for the rights of the
Clergy under the authoritarian regime of the
Tsarytsia (Empress) of Moscow, Catherine 1.

Ukraine had come under the domination
of the growing Empire of Moscow since the
Treaty of Pereyaslav, concluded by Hetman
Bohdan Khmelnyts’kyy in 1654. The Hetman
had thought this was a way to gain support for
his campaign to free his people from the domi-
nation of Poland. The rulers of Moscow, how-
ever, viewed this Treaty as a means to consoli-
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3BiNbLHUTKM CBiW Hapig 3-nig BonoAdiHHA NonbLeto.
Ta Bonogapi MocKkoBCbKi ANBUNUCA Ha L0 Yroay,
SIK Ha 3acib nowmpuTK cBoto iMnepito. Y 1686 p.,
TO6TO Yepes 32 niT nicna Yrogw, NpaBocnaeHa
Mutpononis KuiBcbka nepenwwina 3-nig
topucaukuii Marpigpxa KoHCTaHTMHONOMNLCLKOIO,
AKUA He BTPYYaBCS B 1l BHYTPILIHE XUTTS, Y
topucamkito MNMatpigapxa MocKoBCLKOro, siKy
BukopucToByBanu Llapi n Llapvui ansa 3gobytra n
NOLUMPEHHS TXHBOT BNaan Hag CBOEKD iMMEpIEto.

Y vaci, konm CB. ApceHito ganun ob6oB’sa30k
OyTu ronosHum Jdywinactupem y M. PocToBi B
Pocii, 3ycunnsa [lyxoseHcTBa 3aTpymaru CBin
CTaH, sk cnyxuteni borosi a He Kecapesi, Bxe
AOXOAMNM A0 po3nadnueoro ctaHy. He 6yno
ANBHUM, WO ApceHisa npusHadnnu B PoctoB, 60X
MockoBcCbKi Borogapi Hepigko nocunanu
BMCOKOOCBIYEHNX, BUCOKOKYIBTYPHUX LLEPKOBHUX
MY>XiB 3 YkpaiHu Ha €napxii B Pocito, wob
NiAHOCUNK PiBEHb TXHIX TAMOLLHIX NiaBnagHuMx oo
OCBITU Ta KynbTypu €Bponun. Ta cBo60a0nto6HIN
yKpaiHUi, ski 6ynv Buganm 3 cebe GopuiB 3a
cBoboay Ko3akiB, He 3aBXAWN 3py4HO BXOAMMMU B
nnaHu LMx Bonoaapis.

Tak 6yno 3i CB. ApceHiem. 3 ornsagy Ha
NOro BigBaXkHi 3ycunns Ang He3anexHoCTi
Llepkeu Big cBiTcbKkoi BNagu, Llapmus KatepuHa
A00rMnAHyna, Wob Moro 3HAMM 3 NOCTy B
CesiwieHoMmy CuHOAI,SIK TakoX 3 psaiB
[yxoBeHCTBa Ta HaBiTb 3i caHy YeHus. Ha
OCTaHKy NOMYy fanw rnyanuee iMm'a « AHgpin
BpexyH» i 3anpuTopunun Moro B By3eHbKY
B’A3HMYHY Kamepy, SKoi ABepi manu 6ytu
3a4YMHEHi JOKM BiH HE Nompe.

ApceHig myyunu xonog, ronof i crnpara.
Voro BuMyLLYyBanu NOCTINHO NPOCUTY MUMOCTI
Bif, B'sI3HMYHUX. Baxko npegcrtaButyh cobi GinbLu
NPUrHOGNIOKYNIA Ta PO3NAYNNBMIA CTaH AN
noguHu. Ta myx Bipu He 3amapHyBaB uiei Haroau
AN AyXOBHOIO 3pOCTY, AKY MPUHIC Takui CTaH y
MOro 3eMHOMY LUNAXy. EAMHY Hagito Ta NoTixy
ApceHiesi gaBano Cnoso boxe. YncneHHi poku
nposedeHi B 0cobuUCTin Ta cninbHin MonuTsi
3pobunu Ui XntregarHi cnoea HeBig' €éMHO
YaCTUHOIO MOTO AyLLi.

Konu HapeLuTi Noro B’A3HNYHMKK
npuALLIN 3abpat mepTBe TiNo ApceHis 3 TIopMu
BOHM 3HANLLINWU, LLO iXHin CBATUI B’a3eHb
UBsALWKOM OyB BULWKPsiGaB Ha NyTUi BIKOHUSA Y

date their empire. In 1686, 32 years after the
Treaty, the Orthodox Metropolia of Kyiv passed
out of the non-interfering authority of the Patri-
arch of Constantinople to the jurisdiction of the
Patriarch of Moscow, whose office was used by
the Tsars and Tsarytsias to gain and consoli-
date power over their domain

By the time St. Arsenius was given the
duties of chief Pastor of his flock in Rostov in
Russia, the efforts of the Clergy to maintain
their status as servants of God rather than
Caesar had reached a desperate stage. Arse-
nius’ posting to Rostov had not been unusual,
for the Moscow rulers frequently had the highly
educated and cultured Churchmen of Ukraine
assigned to Eparchies in Russia, in order to
bring their subjects there closer to the educa-
tional and cultural level of Europe. However
freedom-loving Ukrainians, who had produced
the freedom fighters known as the Kozaks, did
not always fit well into the agendas of these
rulers.

So it was with St. Arsenius. Because of
his courageous stand for the independence of
the Church from secular power, Tsarytsia
Catherine had him deposed from his status on
the Holy Synod, as well as from the ranks of the
clergy and even from the monastic state. Finally
he was given the insulting name of Andriy
Brekhun (“Andrew the Liar”) and locked up in a
narrow prison cell whose doors were to remain
shut until he died.

Arsenius was tormented by cold, hun-
ger and thirst. He was forced to continually beg
for mercy from his keepers. A more humiliating
and desperate state can hardly be imagined.
Yet the man of faith did not fail to profit from the
unigue opportunity for spiritual growth provided
by this turn in his life. Arsenius’ only hope and
comfort was in the Word of the Lord. His many
years of private and corporate prayer had made
the life-giving words a part of his very soul.

When at last the time came for his jail-
ers to remove Arsenius’ lifeless body from the
prison, they found that their Holy Prisoner had
used a nail to scratch on the window sill of his
little cell the words of the Psalm: “It is good for
me that You humbled me”. This quote is from
the longest of David’s Psalms, Psalm 118. (This




B’A3HMLI cnoea 3 lNcanma: «[Jo6pe MeHi, wo Tu
BMOKOPMB MeHe.». BoHN 3HaxoaAaTbes B
HangosLwomy 3 MNcanbmis Jasugosux, y MNMcanmi
118-my. (Lle — HomMep 1oro y rpeubkoMy
nepeknagi Nebpencoboki bibnii, Wwo 3BeTbCSA
CentyariHTol0 — @ B nepeknagax, Lo HacnigyTb
lebpencbky BiH nogeTbes, K 119-ui).

Llen Ncanom TBOPUTbL OCHOBHWUI 3MICT Y
Binnpasi B CTpacHomy TuxHi, O B YKpaIHCbKIN
Tpaauuii 3BeTbCH «EpyCcCanmuMCbKOO YTpeHeo».
Lito YTpeHto (no-rpeupkomy «OpTpocy) cnyxartb
y Bedepi B Benuky IM’'aTHuuto (ue x paxyetbcs B
NiTypriui, sk paHok Benukoi Cy6oTtun) nepeq
MnawaHunueto (No-rpeubkoMy «enitadioH»)
locnogHbo, Sike obBeaeHa KBiTaMu 3-nepeq
Xpamy. BipHi nigxogsaTb NOKNOHATUCSA T, SK BUAB
TXHBOT BOSIMHOCTI Ta nowadi go MNocnoaa Icyca,
Axnn npunHae Ha Cebe Hally cMmepThb, LWob
nepeTBopuTK il Ha WNAX Hasag go Pato, skoro mu
6ynu BTpatunu. Lien MNcanom Takox TBOpUTb
OHY 3 OCHOBHMX YacTuH [MpaBocnasHol
INoxopoHHoT Bignpasw.

CrtpaxgaHHa CB. ApceHis y By3eHbKii
TIOPEMHIV KaMepi Aanu KoMy MOXIUBICTb
NPUroToBNATUCA A5 CBOro BigX0o4y Bif 3€MHOro
YKUTTS | 4aTn CBOO OCTaHHIO M HanbIinbLu
NPOMOBUCTY NPONOoBiab, sk MNactup Xpucrtosui —
a BOHa 1 CBiAYEHHs NPO NoACbKY cBOGOAY, SKY
He B CUITi NpuAayLwnTn 3No6HICTb Ta rHOGMNEHHS. 13
yucneHHunx ctuxis MNMcanva ApceHin Bubpas TOW,
LLlo BucroBnooe BAAYHICTb 3a Aap XUTTS, SIKOro,
Ak gobpe 3Hae Bipytoda NoaMHA, HE MOXYTb
NnoracuTn Hi HeCNPaBAMBITb, Hi TATOTW, Hi HaBITb
cama cMepTb. BiH BXNB LUBSALLIOK, LL06
BULLKpSGaTK cnoea: «[Jobpe MeHi...», BTops4in
cnoea Cs. Naena: «lNogsky cknaganTte 3a Bce,
60 Taka boxa Bons npo Bac y XpucrTi lcyci» (I
ConyHsH 5:18).

BnaxeHHoi nam’ati Mutpononut InapioH
(OrieHko), NPOBIOHWIA YKPaIHCLKMI HAayKOBeLb i
nepeknagay bibnii Ha cy4acHy ykpaiHCbKy MOBY
(BiH i nepwmi MutpononuT YKpaiHCbKOT
MpaBocnasHoi Llepkeu B Kanagi), 6ys ocobnueo
3axonneHun npuknagom Ce. ApceHis. BiH
Hanucas KHWKKY NpOo HbOro n. H. Mutpononut
MyuyeHkun ApceHin Mauiesnd. BoHa moxe gogana
Ao Toro, wo YkpaiHceka NpaBocnaeHa Liepksa
(Mockoscbkoro [NaTpispxaTy) npocnasuna moro B
Xopi Ceatux y 2000-my p. (228 pokis nicns noro

is its number in the Greek translation of the
Hebrew Bible called the Septuagint — whereas
in translations which follow the Hebrew nu-
meration it is known as Psalm 119).

This Psalm is particularly featured in the
Service of Passion Week known in the Ukraini-
an tradition as “Jerusalem Matins”. These Mat-
ins (in Greek, “Orthros”) are served on the
evening of Great Friday (which is liturgically
considered to be the morning of Great Satur-
day) before the Plashchanytsia (in Greek, the
“Epitaphion”) of the Lord which is surrounded
by flowers and placed at the front of the
Church. The faithful come to venerate it as a
gesture of their gratitude to and reverence for
the Lord Jesus, Who has embraced our death
in order to transform it into the way back to the
Paradise we had lost. The Psalm is also one of
the main features of the Orthodox Funeral Ser-
vice.

St. Arsenius’ ordeal in the prison cell
gave him the opportunity to prepare for his de-
parture from earthly life, and to preach his final
and most eloquent sermon as a Shepherd of
Christ - which was also a testimony to human
freedom which cannot be quenched by malice
and oppression. Out of the many verses of the
Psalm, Arsenius chose one which expresses
gratitude to God for the gift of life which cannot,
as the person of faith realizes, be extinguished
by injustice or hardship - and not even by death
itself. He used his nail to scratch out the words:
“It is good for me...” echoing the words of St.
Paul: “In everything give thanks for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (I Thessalo-
nians 5:18).

Metropolitan Ilarion (Ohiyenko) of
blessed memory, a prominent Ukrainian scholar
and translator of the Bible into modern Ukraini-
an (and the first Metropoliton of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Canada), was especially
inspired by the example of St. Arsenius. He
wrote a book about him entitled The Martyr
Metropolitan, Arsenius Matsiyevych. This may
have contributed to the glorification of Arsenius
in the Choir of Saints by the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church (Moscow Patriarchate) in 2000 (228
years after his repose), while the Ukrainian Or-
thodox Church (Kyivan Patriarchate) did so at a




YNOKOEHHS), a YkpaiHcbka [paBocnaBHa Llepksa
(KuwiBcbkoro lMNaTtpisipxaty) 3pobuna ue Ha Cobopi
15-ro nunHa 2004 p. — 232 pokiB nicng Toro, sk
BiH 3acHyB y l'ocnogi.

Hexaih nam’atb npo CB. ApceHis i noro
3aCTyNHUYi MONUTBM JOMOMaratoTb HaM LUyKaTw, i
CMUPEHHO Ta BAAYHO crnpuimaty Bonto boxy Ta
npautosaTty pasom 3 Hum Ta Moro niogbmmn y
Pi3HMX 06CTaBMHaX HaLLOI 3eMHOI MaHApPIBKM,
Ans cnaeuv Haworo Teopus, NpoBigHWKka Ta
Cnacutens, ons cnaciHHs ciTy. Llum xe 1 mu
TaKoX CnacaemMochb. AMiHb.

Sobor on July 15, 2004 - 232 years after he fell
asleep in the Lord.

May St. Arsenius’ memory and intercession
help us to seek and humbly and gratefully ac-
cept God’s will and work with Him and His peo-
ple in the various situations of our earthly path
for the glory of our Creator, Sustainer and Re-
deemer, for the salvation of the world, in and by
which we too are being saved. Amen.




