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The Child-Martyr Gabriel of
Bialystok (1690)
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“MycTiTb AiTOK A0 MeHe npuxoanTwy, i
He 60poHiITh iM...” (Icyc — Mapka
10:14)

Ha 3-ro TpaBHA 3a rpMropiaHbKMM KaneHgapem
(signoBsimae 20-My KBiTHA 3a ONIAHBCKUM),
NpaBocnaBHi XpUCTUAHM CBATKYIOTb Nam’aTb
OnTtuHn-MyueHuka lfaspwina lasaena 3i cena
3BipKM 6ina micteuka 3abnygosa B enapxii
BinocTupKil. BiH ynokoisca B bosi 11-ro KBiTHA
1690 p.

Take nowaHyBaHHA NoAibHe 4o TOro, AKOro
BiAAal0Tb iHWKM “AiTam-MmydyeHnKam” B EBponi
BMPOAOBIK BiKiB, AKMX CMEPTb MPUMNUCYIOTb
0bpsgoBomMy BOMBCTBI EBpeAMM, AKi LLAHYIOTb
MICTUUHY HayKy ,Kabanu”. Moro MuTie, onmucaHe
B Pi3HUX BUAAX 40 HWHI FOBOPUTb, LLO X/IONYUK
TaK i MOCTpaXKAaB 3 PyK Takux Aogen. A iHwi
TiNIbKM NULWYTb, WO Moro Havye B6MB mMicuesui
Kyneub, Ha im‘a LLyTKo (ue He TMniYyHe eBpeincbKe
npissutue).

[exTo BifgryKyeTbca Ha Takuit HiIbUTo ,Haknen
npo KpoB” NpoTn eBpeiB, OCYAKYOUM
nowaHysaHHA CB. MaBpuiNnag, AK HiLLO iHWeE YNM

“Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them...” (Jesus -
Mark 10:14)

On May 3 Gregorian Calendar (which is
April 20 on the Julian), Orthodox
Christians celebrate the memory of a
child-martyr, Gabriel Gavdel, of the village
of Zwierki near the town of Zabludow in
the diocese of Bialystok who died on April
11, 1690.

This veneration is similar to that of a
number of “child-martyrs” of Europe
throughout the ages, whose death has
been attributed to ritual murder by Jewish
Kabbalists. His Vita as found in a number
of sources to this day says that the little
fellow died at the hands of such folks.
Other versions simply say that he appears
to have been murdered by a local
merchant named Shutko (which is not a
typical Jewish name).

In response to this apparent “blood libel”
against Jews some have cast doubt on this
veneration of St. Gabriel as simply
another example of abhorrent anti-
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LLe O4MH BMAB HEHABUCHOIO aHTUCEMITU3MY. Ta €
HEeTNiHHI moLwi manoro My4yeHuKa B
KadeapanbHomy Cobopi CB. MuKonas B
BinocToky Ta i pag Yyn NoB’A3aHUX 3 HUMMN.
MiwoxoaHe NaNOMHULUTBO Ha Biaaanb 15
KinomeTpiB Big binocTtoky oo 3BipKis
Bin6yBa€eTbCA Nif KiHeLb LbOro TUXHA (HanMcaHo
3-ro TpaBHA 2009 p. - itoK)i BigbyBaeTbCA
decTrBan NPaBOCAABHOI LLEPKOBHOT MY3UKU B
Moro YecTb LLO POKY B binocToky.

Le »kaxnmBe BUKPUBAEHHA OACbKOrO Haxmay Ao
peniriiHocTi o6epTaTh Te, WO Mano 6 6yTn
OXKepesiomM N1acKu, Kpacu Ta pagocTi Ha ,,HeBpoO-
6ionoriyHy Heayry”, AK NpPo Le nuuie Cl1aBHNUM
npasoc/siaBHKUI 6orocsios 0. IBaH PomaHigec. Ha
TAKy, KA HACTAaBAAE 3aKAKEHUX HEIO HEHABUAITU
Ta nNepecnigysaTy TUX, AKMUX peniria um
NOXOAXEeHHA BiApi3HAETLCA Big, IXHbOI. AK BUAHO,
LLLO HABITb ATEICTU HE MOXYTb BTEKTU Bif, L€l
Heayru, Wo ACHO MOXHa Bia4YyTW 3 NUCaHb Ta Ai
6araTbox TaKuXx ,,CNOBIAHMKIB”, AKMX MPUCTPACHI
BMCTYNU B KOPUCTb ,,cBOBOAM Bia penirii” Taki ke
ripKi Ta BOPOXKi NPOTM BU3HABLIB penirii, AK
6yBatoThb i IXHi NPOTM HMX YM NPOTM BU3HABLLIB
iHWKX BipOCMNOBiAAHb.

Kntou go Toro, wo6 nowaHyBaHHA Manoro
CeaTua MaBpuina 6yno KUTTEQANHUM a HE TaKUM,
LLO BiAOUpPAE KUTTA — PO3INALATU MOTO CMEPTb Y
cBiTni cmepTi fTocnoga Haworo, kKA nogonas
cmepTio CBOEK cMmepTb. Icyc He 3aKknnKas CBoiX
Y4HiB 40 NOMCTU YN [0 HEHABUCTI NPOTK TUX, AKI
3 Hboro Hacmixanuca Ta myunnu Moro. Bin
monmecs: ,,0Tue, npoctu im...” | Tak monaTbes BCi
My4yeHMKM, AKi HaTxHeHi Moro [lyxom a He gyxom
LbOro CBiTY.

TpariyHa cmepTb WeCTUNITHLOro MaBpuina He ax
TaKa BigMiHHA Big cMepTi minbMoris aiten Moro
BiKY @ TO M1 MOIOAWNX Y CBITi, O NOK/NOHAETbCA
cMmeprTi, BiaBepTatouuch Big bora go 6oris
B/TACHOrO BUPODY, AKUX NepeBaKHO BUbOpuae
Hauye 6 To 6ynn 6 BOHU Borom IcTUHMM.

Moro cmepTb byna nepeTsopeHa Ha Yyao
B3/10POB/IEHHA Ha HeTNiHHA. Moro HuTTie
roBOPUTH, LLLO MOro mMase TiJIo 3aXULLLAAN Ncu Big,
NTaxiB JOKW MOro 3HaANLWAKM CensiHu, AKi npmbirm
no6a4ymMT YoMy BOHM TaK NatoTb. Toai Moro
NPUHEC/N A0 3acMyvyeHmnx b6aTbKiB, AKi NOBOXKHO

Semitism. There are, however, the
incorrupt relics of the little Martyr in the
St. Nicholas Cathedral in Bialystok and a
history of miracles associated with them.
A 15-kilometer walking pilgrimage from
Bialystok to Zwierki has been going on
this very weekend (written May 3, 2009 -
igk) and an Orthodox Church music
festival is held in his honour each year in
Bialystok.

It is a terrible distortion of the human
impulse to be religious to turn that which
ought to be the source of kindness,
beauty and joy into a “neuro-biological
sickness”, as the renowned Orthodox
theologian, Fr. John Romanides put it. One
which “inspires” those so affected (or
infected) to hate and persecute those
whose religion or background differs from
theirs. It seems that even atheists can not
escape this illness as is quite evident from
the writings and actions of many such folk
whose passionate espousal of “freedom
from religion” is as bitter and hostile
against believers in religion as theirs may
be against them or other believers.

The key to making the veneration of little
St. Gabriel life-giving instead of life-
depleting, is to view his death in the light
of the death of His Lord Who conquered
death by His death. Jesus did not call
upon His disciples to avenge Him or to
hate those who had jeered at Him and
tortured Him. His prayer was: “Father,
forgive them...” This prayer is echoed by
all martyrs inspired by His Spirit rather
than the spirit of this world.

The tragic death of six-year old Gabriel is
not unlike the death of millions of children
his age or even younger in the death-
worshipping world that turns away from
God to gods of its own making, many of
whom are dressed up to appear to be the
real One.

His death was transformed into a miracle
of healing and incorruption. The Vita says
that his little body was guarded by dogs
from scavenger birds until it was found by
villagers investigating the barking of the
dogs and brought to the sorrowful parents
who buried it near the Church. Thirty
years later, in 1720, during an epidemic




NoXopoHUAK oro 6ins Xpamy. Yepes 30 niT, y
1720 p., nig4ac 4ymu, AKa Kocuaa YMmaso aiten,
OKJIN XOPOHWAM iXHi Tina 6ina Moro rpoby, noro
AKOCb 3a4eKnuau i nobaumnu, wo Tino Cs.
laBpuina 6yno HeTAiHHUM.

| TaK po3noyanacb MOro MaHApiBKa: A0 CKAeny B
Xpami B 3BipKax A0OKM Lel 3ropiB y p. 1746. Tino
4yyAEecHO 3a/IMWKIOCH LiAnMm i Moro npmueesnun oo
3abnyposa. 3BiaTn B p. 1755 o CeATo-
Tpoiubkoro MoHactupsa B CnyubKy Ha binopyci, a
ToAi Nepen, NepLloto CBITOBO BiMHOW Hasagd A0
binoctokry. Micna fanbloi MaHAPIBKM BOHO
3HAMLWI0 MiCLLe CMOYMHKY Y TOMY K MICTi B p.
1992 i Tam BOHO NpobyBae AOHMHI.

| BBECb LIeM Yac maneHbKuin Ce. MaBpuin
npobysae B Ocenax HebecHux 3 Icycom, Akoro
CMepTb Ha3aBXau nepeHecno Moro noaeii nosa
BNaZA00 cMepTi. Moro HeTiNHHI Mol npuragyoTb
Ham Npo Ty Nepemory i CNOHYKYTb Hac
BiA4aBaTU CBOI CepLA | CBOE XKUTTA
nepemoxkHomy Bnaguui, AKoro *KutregariHa
HayKa NepeTBOPHOE HACKU/ILCTBO Ta HEHABUCTb Ha
MKp i Nt060B i pagictb y CBATOMY [yci. AMiHb.

which caused the death of many children,
as the bodies were being buried near his,
his grave was accidentally disturbed and
his body was found to be incorrupt.

So began its journey: to a crypt in the
Church in Zwierki, until this burned in
1746. The body was miraculously spared
and brought to Zabludow. Thence in 1755
to the Holy Trinity Monastery in Slutsk in
Belarus and just before World War I back
to Bialystok. After some more moving
about it found its resting place in that
same city in 1992 and there it remains
until today.

And all this time little St. Gabriel has been
at home with Jesus, Whose death forever
placed His people beyond the reach of
death. His incorrupt relics remind us of
that victory and inspire us to give our
hearts and our lives over to the victorious
Lord, Whose life-giving message is one of
transforming violence and hatred into
peace and love and joy in the Holy Spirit.
Amen.







