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«3a npaBay BUTEpNiBLUMK,
papiroun, 6naroBicTMB TUM, XTO B
Api, bora, wo B Tini ABUBCA " rpix
CBiTy NPUMAHAB, i O NogaB HaM
JIaCKy BEeJINKY.»

Y cBATKYBaHHiI Uboro lNpasHuka, wo
npunaga€e 11-ro sepecHa (TobTto 29-ro
CceprnH4Aa Ha lNiaHCbKOMY KaneHaapi)
6araTo BaXXIMBOro HaBYaHHS.

Mo-nepwe, noaibHo sk CBATO
Bo3aBmxeHHsa XKnBoTBOpALLOro Xpecra
[ocnogHboOro, Wo npunaga€e 16 aHis

"Having suffered for the truth
with joy, you proclaimed to those
in hell, God Who appeared in the
flesh, Who takes away the sin of
the world, and grants us great
mercy.”

There are important teachings
offered by this Feast, celebrated on
September 11 (which is August 29
on the Julian Calendar).

First, as is the case with the Feast of
the Exaltation of the Life-giving
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nisHiwe, ue CeATo Takox -lict. Ue
yac AYXOBHOI padocCTi 3 npuBoAy
BipHOCTI Ta repoicTBa LbOro C/1iaBHOro
My>a Bboxoro, asotopigHoro 6pata
Nocnopa Icyca. BiH e npoBicTuB
Mpuwecta F'ocnoga y uen cBiT
NpoCTOpy M Yacy, a NoTiM i Tam, ge
npobyBanun aywi BCiX, WO NOMepnn Big
yacy Agama axk 4o Moro 4acy,
ouvikytoum Mpuwecta Cnacutens, AKun
MaB 3HUWMUTK nekno CBoiM
nepemMoXxHuM MNpuwecTam, aK
MNepemoxeub cMepTi K rpixa. A
piBHOYACHO Le M Yac NOCTy N CMYTKY
3a rpixu CBiTy, B SKOMY npasefHi 1
CBATI N0AN HE PiAKO MPUroTOBASATb i
BUABMAIOTb NepeMory cnpasennBOCTI
N NpaBAu CBOEK MYYEHUYOK CMEPTIO.

Lle # yac nigTBEpANTUN CBATICTb
cynpy»oi BipHocTi — 60 x Cs. IBaHa
apewTyBanm n yMepTBMaAM TOMY, LLO
BiH BiABaXnBCA AOBECTU BOJSIO4APEBI,
Iponosi AHTUNI (He Tok e Ipoa, aKnin
nosesnis NnoBbueaTn AiTOK
Bip/IEEMCbKMX), WO BiH HE NOBUHEH
Xntn 6e3 wnby 3 ApY>XXMHOK CBOro
6paTa Nununa, NOKMHYBLUW BIACHY
APYXWHY, A0OYKY apabCbkoro Kopons
ApeTu.

Lle TakoXx 4yac npuragatn npo
Hebe3neky HaaMipHoOi noboBi BTixn, 60
X e TOMY Lo aoyka Ipogisan,
Conowmis, Tak goroamna Ipoaosi cBOIM
TaHueM, Wo BiH Tak HeobayMaHo
3aKNSBCS | ue A40Beno A0 MOoro Hakasy
3HATK rosioBy IBaHa. LIboro x BiH
cnpaBai He 6axaB, 60 cam BiH TaKOX
waHyBas csiaBHoro lpopoka.

OTOX Ue Yyac TakoX npuragaTty nNpo
Hebe3neKy ropanHi, ska CNOHYKYE
NIOANHY YWNHUTK Te, 4Oro BoHa crnpasai
He 6axa€ TiNbKM TOMY, LLO BOHA HaATo
ropaa, Wwob ckasaTtn «S NnoMunIMBCa»
um «5 nommnunacs». Konm 6 Ipog 6ys
NpU3HaBCA B TOMY, LLO BiH MOMUINBCA,

Cross, which follows 16 days later,
the Feast is also a Fast. It is a time
for spiritual joy at the faithfulness
and heroism of this great Man of
God, cousin to Jesus. He it was who
proclaimed the coming of the Lord in
this world of space and time, and
then in the place where the souls of
all who had died from the time of
Adam to his day awaited the coming
of the Saviour, Who would destroy
hell by His victorious arrival as the
Conqueror of Death and Sin. And it is
a time for fasting in sorrow over the
sins of the world where just and holy
men, women and children not
infrequently prepare and proclaim
the victory of righteousness and
truth by their martyrdom.

It is a time for affirming the sanctity
of marital fidelity — for St. John was
arrested and put to death because he
dared to proclaim to the ruler, Herod
Antipas (not the same Herod who
ordered the massacre of the children
of Bethlehem), that he ought not to
be co-habiting with the wife of his
brother, Philip, forsaking his own
wife, the daughter of the Arabian
King Aretas.

It is also a time for recalling the
danger of inordinate love of pleasure,
for it was because Herodias’
daughter, Salome, pleased Herod by
her dancing that he made the rash
oath which led to the beheading of
John. Herod did not wish this, for he
also honoured the renowned Prophet.

Thus, it is also a time to recall the
danger of the sort of pride which
makes a person do that which they
do not truly wish to do simply
because they are too proud to say: “I
was wrong”. If Herod had admitted
that he was wrong to have made



TO BiH He MyciB 61 NOTIM NepexunBaTn
6inb, WO Ha MOro X pykax — KpoB
Takoro lNpaBegHunKa.

ToMy WO Ui rpiXn — He YyXi HiKoMY 3
Hac, 60 X KO)XX€eH 3 HAac MoXe iM
niagaTtmcsa, My NOCTUMO M LLUYKAEMO
MOKasiHHA 3a rpixu, siki HaM BigoOMI, Ta
npocnmo bora gonomMorTn HaMm
YCBIAOMUTU N TUX, AKi HAM He BigOMI,
X04 K ue 6 He 6yno HaMm 6onoynmM.
Bo x 6axxaemo Mu 6yTn onpasaaHi
HumMm ke, a He BNnacHUM
MyApYBaHHSM.

A piBHOYacHoO MU pagiemo, wo bor y
BCbOMY Ai€ Ha nobpo (PumngaH 8:28).
MydyeHnuTBo IBaHa gae npuknag i
3a0XO0TYy YCiM, xT0 6axae 6yTu
nocnigoBHO BipHUM Borosi y CBoOeEMY
XUTTI Ta XXUTTEBUX BiAHOWEHHAX. Bo X
Lue IBsaH aBNSAETLCA AiINCHO repONCbKUM
i cMnbHUM, a Ipoa, nwanHa 3 3eMHOK
B/1aZl0l0, CBOIMM AiflaMun SABNASIETbCS
AINCHO cnabkum.

eponcbka cMepTb IBaHa Takox
BiAKpWNa ABepi Ha 3aBepLUeHHS Moro
CNyXiHHSA, TO6TO NponosigyBaTn Npo
MpuwecTtd NoCcnogHE XUBUM i
MepTBUM, | LMM NpUroTyBaTn LOpOry
anga Mecii. I BuKoHaBWK BCe, BiH
CTOITb pa3om 3 Mapieto, lNpeuncToro
MaTip’to [locnoaHbolO Nnepen
Mpectonom Laps Hag uapsMu, wob
3acTynaTucs 3a Hac, sKi CMMPEeHHO
HaMaraemMocs HacniagysaTu Moro
npuknag HeyxmabHoi BigAaHOCTI
npasai Ta NnpaBeaHOCTI.

such a rash oath, he might have
been spared the pain of having the
blood of the Holy Man upon his
hands.

Because these sins are not foreign to
us, for we are all at risk of giving
way to them, we fast and seek
repentance for the sins of which we
are aware, asking God to help us
become aware of those of which we
are ignorant, painful though this may
be. For we seek to be justified by
Him and not by our own faulty
rationalizations.

At the same time we rejoice that God
brings good out of everything
(Romans 8:28). John’s martyrdom
gives an example and
encouragement to all who seek to be
consistently faithful to God in their
lives and their relationships. For it is
John who emerges as heroic and
powerful while Herod, the man of
earthly power, is shown to be truly
weak.

John’s heroic death also opens the
way for the completion of his
ministry — to preach the Coming of
the Lord to the living and the dead,
to make a way for the Messiah. And
having accomplished everything he
stands together with Mary, the Lord’s
Most Pure Mother, before the Throne
of the true King of kings, to intercede
for us who strive to humbly follow his
example of uncompromising
dedication to truth and
righteousness.



