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CBsaTi borooryi

The Ancestors of God
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Hegini nicnsa Pisgsa XpuctoBoro
3aBXau nocBavyeTbcsa «CBATUM
BorooTusam», 9K Ha3MBaeMO iX: I?Iocvmy
O6pyuHuky, Odasuay Llapto Ta AkoBy
BpaTty NocrnogHboMmy.

Lle He3BmyalHa Ha3Ba 60 X LWoao
reHearoril TiNbKX OAHOrO 3 LINX MyXiB
MOXHa 6 Takum HasBaTu. MoBa nge npo
Hasnga Llaps, 3 pogy sikoro noxoantb
Matu Icycosa Mapis. Ctapun 3asit
GaraTo roBopuTb MpO AKOCTI Ta Aina
uboro myxa boxoro. BiH nokasye noro
noboxHicTb Ta NtoboB Ao bora, sk Takox
iHTUMHICTb 1M1Oro po3moBu 3 BceBULLIHIM,
ska 36epexeHa a yygosux lNcanmax, 3
AKMX BiNbLUICTL NpUNMcaHa noro
aBTOPCTBI. Ane TakoX He NPUKpMBae Noro
NIOACBLKY HEMIY Ta IPiXu — a MK HUMU 1
nepentobcTBo Ta BGMBCTBO (2 Camyina
11,12:1-23)! Le x, K BUsIB NOKasAHHS 3a
uen rpix npoTn Ypii Ta NOro OpyXnHu
Bartweswu, siky [laBua 3006yB cobi yepes

The Sunday after the Lord’s Nativity
is always dedicated to “the Ancestors” of
God as they are called: Joseph the
Betrothed, David the King and James the
Brother of the Lord.

Itis a curious name for, in terms of
genealogy only one of the them can literally
be so called. That would be David the King,
from whose lineage Jesus’ Mother, Mary,
was a descendant. The Old Testament
speaks much of the character and works of
this Man of God. It shows his piety and love
for God as well as the intimacy with which
he addresses the Almighty — preserved in
the wonderful Psalms, most of which are
attributed to him. It also does not conceal
his human weakness and sins — among
them adultery and murder (2 Samuel
11,12:1-23)! It was in repentance for this
sin against Uriah and his wife, Bathsheba,
whom David got for himself by the unjust
use of the prerogatives of power (what a
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HecrnpaBegnMBe BUKOPUCTOBYBAHHS CBOEI
Bnagm (TyT i nepecTopora Anst CUNbHUX
ycix BikiB!), yknas BiH 50-un Ncanom, akun
CNYXUTb NPUKIag0M NOKAAHHS | MOro Mu
BXXMBAEMO LLIO paHKy KOMK NigHIMaeMOCh
3i cHy. OgHak BiH OyB [NpaoTuem
noacekoi a He boxeckkol npupoaun Icyca,
omox i mym HasBa «borooTeupby -
He3Bu4arHa.

WMocun O6pyyHuK He €, B
3BMYaMHOMY PO3YMiHHI TOro crnosa,
reHeororiymm otuem lcyca, 60 x Nocnogp
- 3ayaTui «beacimeHHO» Bia «HesicTn
HeHeBiCHOI». YyaoBi SIKOCTi LbOro
wenporo, munocepaHoro NpaeegHuka,
AKUA € NPUKIAAoM LWmpoi noboBsi, SCHO
©a4ynMo 3 po3noBiaen NPo NoAil 3B’A3aHi 3
HapoMKEeHHSIM XpUcTa B €BaHrenisx Big
Martsia Tta Jlyku. He npnBabnuewni BiH, 9K
npuknag ans ropaux My>4vH, siKi
Bigkmaanu 6 BUKNMK OyTN OXOpPOHLEM Ta
onikyHoM ansa OUTHK, sika He Big HUX
noxoauna — Ta Wwe n Ha 3aBxaun 6ytn He
myxem a obpyyHurkom Moro matepi. LLlo
3a NpuKnag CMUPEHHOCTI Ta caMoBiagaHol
nto6oBi 6aunmo B Mocunosi! Micuewii
Pumo-KaTtonuubsknin Ceatun, AHapin
Becer, Bigaas NpasegHomMy Wocunosi Ty
cnaBy, Ha SIKy BiH Tak 3acnyroBye, KOnu
nobyaysas BenuyHy Oparopito, sika
3Benuyye Hawy Llapcbky Nopy (MoH
PBasan) y Hawomy 4y4oBOMY MiCTi
MoHpeani.

Akis bpaT NocnogHin ax Hisk He
oTeup lcyca. Bin 6ys Moro npubpaHum
BpaToMm, K CUH Mocuna i oro aApy»KuHu,
AKOT iM’5t Ham He Bigome, sikoi Mocun 6ys
BAIBLEM, KONW BiH NOrogMBcAa NPUAHATU
Mapito B cBoOtO oniky. AkiB NposBNAB
4yOoBi AKOCTi cBOro 6aTbka B MOro
BiJHOLLEHHSAX 3 Icycom, yepes Lo 1
Ha3BaHun 6yB «bpaTom MocnogHiM».
CnoyaTKy HacMmixanucb 3 HbOro,
HasuBatoum roro «bpartom Icycay, Tomy
LLIO TaK pilly4e 1 NOANbHO yBaXaBs BiH
Icyca cBoim GpaTom, Todi Konm
noxogxeHHs CuHa Mapii 6yno
npeaMeToM Nigo3piHHA 60 X TiNbKK
BTAaEMHWYEHI Bipoto NpurHAnu 6, wo lcyc
cnpaBeai noxoguTb Big dyxa Ceatoro. A

message here for the powerful of all ages!)
that he composed the 50" Psalm which is a
model of repentance used in our daily
prayers when we arise. Nonetheless he
was the Ancestor of Jesus’ Human nature
and not His Divine nature, so the title
“Ancestor of God” is, even in his case,
mysterious.

Joseph the Betrothed is not, in the
usual sense of the term, a genealogical
ancestor of Jesus, for the Lord’s conception
was “without seed” of a “Bride Unwedded”.
The marvelous qualities of this generous,
loving, compassionate and just man are
evident in the events described in the
Gospels of Matthew and Luke dealing with
the Nativity of our Lord. He is not an
attractive figure to “macho” men whose
pride would prompt them to scorn the role
of protectors and guardians of a child not
conceived by themselves — and to be not a
husband but betrothed to His mother for all
time. What an example of meekness and
selfless love we see in Joseph! Our local
Roman Catholic Saint, André Bessette,
gave St. Joseph the glory he so richly
deserves when by God’s grace he built the
magnificent oratory that graces Mount
Royal in our lovely city of Montreal.

James the Brother of the Lord is
clearly not a genealogical ancestor of
Jesus. He was His step-brother in a sense,
since he was the son of the Joseph and the
wife whose name we do not know, of which
Joseph the Betrothed was a widower when
he accepted to take Mary under his
protection. James showed the marvelous
gualities of his father in his relationship to
Jesus, earning him the title “Brother of the
Lord”. At first “Brother of Jesus” was a title
of mockery because James so firmly and
loyally accepted Jesus as his brother at a
time when the origins of Mary’s Son were a
matter of suspicion (for only those whose
faith had revealed this to them would
believe that Jesus was truly conceived of
the Holy Spirit). Later in that great Family of
Christ, the Church, he came to be called
“Brother of the Lord”, an expression of the




noTiM y Benukin PoanHi Xpuctosin,
Llepksi, U Ha3Ba nepeTBopuiacs Ha
«bparta 'ocnogHbOoroy, cTaBLLn
BM3HAYEHHSAM HaNrnMOLLIOT NoLlaHun.

OTOX K MOXYTb Lii TPM My>Xi ByTi
«borooTusaMmn»? Ocb BIAKPUTTA TaNHW:
BOHM — BorooTu,i Tak AK i MU MOKNUKaHi
HumMK ByTn: Tomy wo lcyc, Opyra Ocoba
MpeceaToi Tpowui, Bor BTiNneHun, npndys
00 Hac, Wwob Hawwe cepue, gylla Ta XUTTS
©yno 6 micuewm, ge BiH HaHOBO
HapOAKYETLCA B LIbOMY CBITi, KM TaK
notpebye Moro. Ockb TyT TaeMHMYe
3HaA4iHHA NPUBITY, AKUM BITAEMOCH Y LIEWN
OnaXXeHHUN Yac: MM HE KaKeMO «XPUCTOC
HapoamBecsy, Hadve 6 ue 6yna npocTo
iCTOPMYHOLO NOAiEt0, XO4 BOHA HELO €
TakoxX. Mu kaxxeMo «Xpucrtoc
HapOOKYETLCSA» BUCIOBITHOHOYM
nepekoHaHHs, Lo Le TalHCTBEHHa noais,
sKa HIKONM He 3aKiH4nMTbCA. A Konn
kaxxeMo: «Cnasimo Moro» - Lie x Te came
iHLWWYMK cnoBamu. Konv mu Moro cnasumo
CBOIMW crioBamMn, MUCIISIMU Ta ginaMmu To
BTineHHs Moro, sike Hac i 3 HaMu BBECb
KOCMOC €Hae 3 HUM, NpoaoBXY€ETLCA Ha
BiYHi Bikun. | ak nuwe An. MNasno: bor byne
«y BcboMy Bce» (I KopuHTaH 15:28). Ocb
Le Halle NOKIMKaHHSA: BYyTU CbOroaHi i
Ha3aBXaw Bi4HOO Voro poamHoto
(Edpecsn 2:19)!

deepest honour.

So how are these three men
“Ancestors of God”? Here comes the
revealing of the Mystery: they are
Ancestors of God in the same way that we
are also called to be such. It is because
Jesus, the Second Person of the Trinity,
God Incarnate, has come to us so that our
hearts, souls and lives can be the place in
which He is born anew in this world which
has such need of him. That is the mystical
meaning of the greeting we use at this
blessed season: we do not say “Christ has
been (or was) born” as though it were
simply a historical event we were marking,
although it is certainly that as well. We say
“Christ is (being) born” — to show that this is
a mystical on-going event which shall never
end. When we say: “We glorify Him”, this
actually means the same thing. As we
glorify Himby our words, thoughts and
deeds, the Incarnation by which we — and
the world with us — are/is being united to
God continues into eternity. And, as St.
Paul says: “God shall be all in all” (I
Corinthians 15:28). This is our vocation: to
be today and always His eternal family
(Ephesians 2:19)!




