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Hepina 10-ta no
MN'aTupecaTHuui: Micisa
He3aiNCHEeHHa?

Tenth Sunday after
Pentecost: Mission
Impossible?

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

CborogHiwHin Anocton (I KopuHTSH
4:9-16) onucye, Wo ue Take 6ytn
AnocTosioM. Baxue NOKNNKaHHSA
TpyaHo cobi yasutn: «Mumn go uboro
yacy i rofI0AyEeEMO, i MparHeMo, i Hari
MW, i KaTOBaHi, i TUHAEMOCD, i
TPYyAMMOCH, Npauooyn CBOIMU
pykamu», nuwe BiH. Ocb nepenik
Aesknx @isndyHnx smnpoboByBaHb,
SAKUX BOHU nepeHecnu. Masno
MPOAOBXYE ONNCYBAaTU HAaCTaBJIEHHSA,
aKe nosmHeH matn Anocrton: «Konu
Hac NMXOCNOBNATb, MU
611arocnoBfSiEMO; K HAC
nepecnigywTb, MU TEPMUMO; SK
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Today's Epistle (I Corinthians 4:9-
16) describes what it means to be an
Apostle. A more arduous calling
would be difficult to imagine: "To the
present hour we hunger and thirst,
we are ill-clad and buffeted and
homeless, and we labour, working
with our own hands", he writes. This
lists some of the physical ordeals
they endured. Paul goes on to
describe the attitude which an
Apostle is called to have: "When
reviled, we bless; when persecuted,
we endure; when slandered, we try
to conciliate". He ends with
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narwTb, MM MOAUMOCL>». I KiHYaE
crnoBaMy, SKi 3By4YaTb, 9K HapikKaHHS
(Ta BiH He Hapikae): «Mu cTanu, K
CMITTS Te AN4d CBiTy, aX 40Ci M1 BCiM,
AK Ti BAKMOKN!»

Ller onnc 30BCiM He 3BY4YUTb SK
nepeKoHIMBa 3a0X0Ta A0 NPUNHATTS
XnTTa Anoctona. Ane lNMaBno Tak i
HaLIETbCA Ha Te, WO NOoro ymtadi (4m
cnyxadi) came Take XUTTS NpUnMyThb,
60 X HanpuKiHUi CbOroAHILWHbLOro
UMTAHHS BiH Kaxe: «Tox 6bnarato s
Bac: 6yabTe HacnigyBayamum mMeHe!»
Ane wo morno 6 korocb NnpnBabuTn 4o
Takoro Xutrta? OTOX NorngHbMO Ha
JeKibKa MOXNMBUX Bianosiaen.

€ nan, 9KMM noaobarTbCs BUKITUKN
Ta npurogn. BunasaTtb Ha ropy
EBepect abo xo45Tb NO MiCALIO MPOCTO
TOMY, LLO Ue — CrpasBun TaKi BaxKi Ta
Hebe3neyHi 40 BUKOHAHHS. ByTun
AnocTosioM - He nerwa cnpasa. bytu
roTOBMM BignoBiCTU Ha Boxunn noknuk
i ynoBaTu Ha Moro npoBuaiHHs Ta
NOMiy y Have 6 TO HEMOXTNBUX
obcTtaBMHax — Ue BMMara€ BCKO Bigsary
Ta BUHAXIiAMBICTb, SKi TiIbKM MOXeE B
cobi 3HanTK noauHa. A Ao TOro X -
sike yyaoBe ToBapcuTBO!

A € Taki — MabyTb BOHM B 6inbLIOCTI,
SAKMM He HaATO X04YeTbCHA 3aMMaTmUCH
Ba>XKMMMN CnpaBaMun, a BCE X TaKun
3HaAXoAATb KOPUCTb i MAHICTb Y TOMY,
o6 YNHWUTK Te, WO NpaBusbHe. IM
noaoba€ETbCs CTOATU 3a AINCHO
BapTICHO CNpaBoto, 3a BapTICTb, SKa
MOXe BUTPUMATU iCNUT Yacy.
Bnarosicta Xpucrtose — nobpa HoBMHa
npo boxy nob6oB Ta NPoOBUAIHHA ANS
Hac, Ta Npo Te, 9K MOXHa
BiANYKHYTMUCS Ha uto Nt0b60B — 0Cb TYyT
BTiNEeHi HaMBULLi BapTOCTi, AKMUX
KonnHebayb 3Hana us nnaHeTa.
BaraTo-xT0 3HaNLWOB y HbOMY
HATXHEHHS, X04Y i He CTaB MNOBHICTIO

something that almost sounds like a
complaint (but is not): "We have
become, and are now, as the refuse
of the world, the offscouring of all
things".

This description hardly seems to be
the way to persuade people that they
ought to consider taking up the life
of an Apostle. And yet Paul does in
fact expect his readers (or listeners)
to do just that, for he says at the
end of today's lesson: "I urge you,
then, be imitators of me". But what
could make anyone want to live like
that? Let us look at several
possibilities.

There are some people who love
challenges and adventure. They take
up climbing Mount Everest or walking
on the moon just because these are
such difficult and dangerous things to
do. To be an Apostle is no less a
task. To stand ready to respond to
God's call and rely on His guidance
and help in the face of seemingly
impossible circumstances takes all
the courage and resourcefulness that
a person has. And what splendid
company to be in!

There are those - probably most
people - who do not particularly like
to do difficult things, yet who do find
it rewarding and fulfilling to be doing
what is right. They like the feeling of
standing up for something truly
worthwhile, for some value which
can stand the test of time. The
Gospel of Christ - the good news
about God's love and provision for
us, and the way to respond to that
love - is the embodiment of the
highest values this planet has ever
seen. Many have been inspired by it
even without fully becoming
followers of Christ. One such



nocnigoBHMkKoM Xpucra. Hanpuknag,
BEJIMKUM ryMaHicT i ceoboautens IHAIN,
MaraTma [aHgi. A Hackinbku 6inblue
MOXEeMO My pajiTW M nNuwaTucsa y
HacniayBaHHi Xpucrta B 6yabsikmx
obcTaBMHax, KO MU HaNexXunMo Ao
TUX, SKi BCcnaakyBanu ckapbu Moro
Bnarosictd HapoAUBLUNCE Y POAUHI
XPUCTUSAHCBKIN.

A Wwe € Ti 4ynoBi namn, SKi rotTosi Bce
BigAaTv 3a iCTUHY. MaBnio — oAunH 3
Hux. Lo 3a repoi! Aka 6narocnoseHHa
Hawa 3eMns, WO BNpoAOBX BiKiB
3aBxaun bynu Taki repoi. Moxe Mun He
MoOYyBa€EMOCb, WO My Mornu 6 6yTu
TaKUM repoem, ane gk ue 6yno 6
6naropogHum xou 6u Haramaratucs
OCSArHYTM 4OrocCb noAibHoro. AHy
cnpobynmo! Ham bor gonomoxe.

example was the great humanist and
liberator of India, Mahatma Ghandi.
How much more can we take joy and
pride in following the Lord in all
circumstances, if we have in fact
inherited the treasure of His Gospel
teaching by virtue of being born into
a Christian family?

Then there are those wonderful souls
who are willing to give up everything
for the truth. Paul is among this
number. What heroes these people
are! How blessed is our earth that
throughout the ages there have
always been such heroes. We may
not consider ourselves to be capable
of such heroism, but what a great
thing it would be to try for it! Let’s!
God will help.



