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«Mnakawe Torga MNpeceataa Aisa...»

He pa3 Ha uepkoBHOMY KaneHpaapi 3ragyoTbcs
KpiM CBATUX YrogHukiB boxunx we n CeATi
IkoHun, a 3okpema IkoHn Boxoi MaTtepi. Y
MpasocnasHin Lepksi IKOHM 30kpeMa rnmboko
BLWAHOBYOTbCS, 60 X Hawa LlepkBa nepenwna
TSXKKUIW Yac roHiHHSA Ha WaHyBanbHWUKIB IKOH B
nepioai T. 3B. IkoHo6opcTBa (725-842 pp.).
LWaHyBaHHA IKOH yTBEPAUIOCA B
MpasocnasHin Llepksi Ha niacTasi
BipoHaB4daHHS npo BTineHHa CuHa boxoro,
Opyroi Ocobu lMpecsaToi Tponui.

Konun mu Bipumo, Wo gincHo bor BTinmMBCS B
ocobi Nocnoga Icycya Xpucra, TO UMM CaMnM
KaXxemo, Wo UMM BorosTisieHHAM ocBATUIACS
MaTepis uboro ceiTy. Big Toro yacy MoxHa i
BXMBATW AJ1S1 TBOPEHHS, MiJ HAaTXHEHHAM
CedaToro lyxa Ta npuaep>Xyr4incb npasun
IkoHonuncy CeaATi IKOHWM ANng HaBYaHHSA Npo
Bipy, ANs No6OXHOro po3ayMyBaHHS Ta Ans
NOYMUTAHHSA — TOMY LLO NouwaHa, gka im
BiAAAETLCS NepexoanTb A0 TUX, SKUM MU
NMOKJ/TIOHSIEMOCD, i i1 NnpuiiMae TBopeLub YCbOro,
Mocnoab bor, sakuin ocesuye CBoix BubpaHuis,
aki BigaaHi Momy BcimM ectBom CBoiM.

Ha 29-ro KBiTHS Ha rpuropigsHCbLKOMy
kaneHaapi (ue 16-ro KBiTHS Ha ONISHCbKOMY)
3ragyetbcsa InniHcbko-YepHiriscbka IkoHa
Boxkoi MaTepi. IkoHa 6epe cBOK Ha3BY Bij

“The Mother of God wept then...”

Often the Church Calendar besides the names
of the Saints lists also Holy Icons, especially
those of the Mother of God. The Orthodox
Church has a special reverence for Icons for
our Church experienced a most trying time of
persecution of iconodules (those who
venerated Icons) in the age of iconoclasm
which lasted from 725 to 842. The veneration
of Icons was confirmed in the Orthodox
Church based on its teaching on the
Incarnation of the Son of God, the Second
Person of the Most Holy Trinity.

Since we believe that God the Son was indeed
incarnate in the Person of Jesus Christ, we
thereby also proclaim that this Incarnation
sanctifies the material of this world. From the
time of His Incarnation matter may be used to
create, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and
following the canons of Iconography, Holy
Icons for teaching about the faith, for pious
contemplation and for veneration, since the
honour given to them passes on to those
whom we so honour and is accepted by the
Creator and Redeemer, the Lord God who
sanctifies His people who dedicate themselves
to Him with all their being.

On April 29 on the Gregorian Calendar (which
is April 16 on the Julian) the Icon of the




MoHacTunps, sikoro 3acHyBaB [lpen. AHTOHIN,
OCHOBHUK 4YepHeuTBa B YKpaiHi, SKMA BUKOMas
neyepy-kenito B bonauHi-ropi B p. 1069-my, a
Haj Heto KHA3b CBaTocnas Spocnasuy
nobyaysaB gepeB’sHy LlepkBy CB. [Mpopoky
Inni i HaBKkoNO Hei noctaB MoHacTup. Moro
3pyMHyBanu Tatapu 1237-ro p. a 1649-ro p.
MOHaCTUpP BiIAHOB/IEHO KOLWITOM YEpHIriBCbKOro
nonkoBHuka CtedaHa Noboaarina, repos
XMeNnbHUYYNHMN.

MoHacTup cTaB LleHTPOM LIEpKOBHOIO
MUCTeUTBa a NPOBiAHMM iIKOHOMUCLEM MOro
6yB BONUHAK puropin KoCcTaHTUHOBUY
Ny6eHcbknin, y uepHeuTBi M'eHHaain. 1654
POKY BiH Hanmcae O4HOro 3 HaMBMAATHILWNX
TBOPIiB yKpaiHcbkoro ikoHonucy XVII ctonitra -
IkoHy Boxoi MaTepi ana uboro MoHacTups. Y
1662-My poui cTanocs yyno — IkoHa novana
niakaTtu.

OcCb WO Npo ue nuwe Kosaubkun niTtonmceub
Cawmiino Benunuko (nepeknag 3 opuriHany —
itok): «Mnakana Toai MNMpeceata Adisa, Xanywuun
NpaBoOCAaBHUX XPUCTUSAH yKpaiHuiB (B
opwuriHani ‘ManopoccusiHoB')..., 60 X uepes
He3ro4y, po3ABO€EHHS i MiXkocobuLi oaHI Bxe
CMEPTOHOCHMM OPYXXXAM AOKiHUMAUCS, APYTUX
3 6aTbKiBLWKWHK 6igHMX B NOJIOH BUBE3MNN, TPETI
e Manu BMBe3eHUMKN 6yTun, a YeTBepTUM
MoJsioXkeHo Ha 6aTbKiBLLUMHI FOJIOBU MONOXUTH,
nig NpoBOAOM... BnacTontobumseux i go
MiXKyCcobuLb NPUrOTOBSOYMCE BOXAIB CBOIX".
(MaTepisn B3aTUI 3BiACK:
http://www.heritage.com.ua/kraeznavstv

o/index.php?id=523)

[y>xe Ha Micui B uel yac, Konun B YKpaiHi 3
BESIMKUM TPYAOM NPOSABAAETLCA BiJHOB/IEHHS
OEMOKPATUYHUX Ta XPUCTUSHCbKNX TpagnLin
HapoAy YKpaiHWn, KU nparHe oCArHyTH
€OHICTb Y Pi3HOMaHITHOCTI, NpuUragaTu Lo
CeaTy IKOHY i 3aCTynHMUTBO 3a HbOro boxoi
MaTepi. Mam’aTaiimMo # Npo Te, Wo cNbo3u Ii -
He 3HaK po3nayvy Ta 6e3HafiNnHOCTI, a WKUpoi Ta
edekTMBHOT MOANTBM NOEAHAHOI 3 NEPEMOTrol
Ti CnHa, Wo cMepTo CMepTb noaonas i TUM, WO
B rpobax xuTTs gapysas!

Mother of God of the St. Elias Monastery in
Chernihiv is so remembered. This Monastery
was founded by the Venerable Anthony,
founder of monasticism in Ukraine, who came
to Chernihiv in 1069 and dug a cave on Mount
Boldynia. The Kniaz (King) Sviatoslav
Yaroslavych built over it a wooden Church in
honour of the Prophet Elias and a monastery
sprang up around the Church. The Monastery
was destroyed by the Tatars in 1237 but in
1649 it was built up again under the
sponsorship of General Stefan Pobodaylo, a
hero of the Khmelnytsky era.

The Monastery became a centre for Church art
and the leading Iconographer was a native of
Volyn’, Hryhoriy Kostyantynovych Lubensky,
whose monastic name was Hennadiy. In 1654
he wrote one of the foremost works of
Ukrainian Iconography of the 17th century -
an Icon of the Mother of God for the
Monastery. In 1662 a miracle occurred - the
Icon began to weep.

Here is what the Kozak historiographer,
Samiylo Velychko writes about this: “The
Mother of God wept then, in compassion for
the Orthodox Christians of Ukraine...for
because of discord, disunity and inter-personal
conflicts some had already died from death-
dealing weapons, other poor folks were taken
into captivity far from their homeland, others
were still to be so taken, while others were to
lose their lives in their homeland under the
leadership of... their power-hungry leaders who
were continuing their preparations for such
conflicts". (Material in Ukrainian:
http://www.heritage.com.ua/kraeznavstvo/ind
ex.php?id=523 - translation by igk).

It is most appropriate at this time when the
democratic and Christian traditions of unity in
diversity are being renewed in Ukraine with
much difficulty, to honour this Holy Icon and
the intercessions of the Mother of God. Let us
also recall that Her tears are not a sign of
despair and hopelessness but rather of Her
sincere and effective Prayer in union with the
triumph of her Son Who trampled down death
by death and gives life to those in the tombs.
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