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THE HOLY GREAT MARTYR
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«Y meHe lNocnopab Icycy Xpucrtoc —
Batbko, Boropoauua — Matu, a CBATi —
moi BpaTtu 1 Cectpu.»

AMepUrKaHCBKUA NMCbMEHHUKa Tobasic
Bonbd Hanucas: «Mwu 3pobneHi ons
BuTpmBanocTi. Ocb Tak A0BIAYyEMOCH MW,
KM MU €.»

Ha 26-ro »oBTHS (ue - 13-ro »oBTHS 3a
tONiaHCBLKMM KaneHgapem) Mn CBATKYEMO
nam'sTb MONOAOI XiHKM, dKa crnaBHa 3a i
Kpacy Ta 1 cuny xapakrepy. HastBaeTbcsa
BOHa no-6onrapcbkoMy- 3nata (Tob6T1o
«3onoTtar), a no-rpeuybkomy — Xpuca.
(BayBaxknmo noAibHiCTb LbOoro iM'st 3
imeHem Benmkoro CeaToro IBaHa
30Mn0TOYyCTOrO, SIKOro NO-rpeLbKoMy 3BYTb
«Xpun3ocTomocy, sKoro JliTyprito
3BEPLUYEMO Mamke KOXHOT Heaini.)

3nata Hapogunacb y ceni CnaTeHa
MerneHcbKoi €napxii Ha rpaHuLi M
Bonrapieto Ta Cepbieto y yaci, Konv BoHU
Oynu yactmHoro OcmaHcbkoi Imnepii. OguH

“l have the Lord Jesus Christ as my
Father, the Theotokos as my Mother,
and the Saints as my Brothers and
Sisters.”

The American writer Tobias Wolff has
written: “We were made to persist. That is
how we find out who we are.”

On October 26 (which is October 13
according to the Julian Calendar) we
remember a young woman renowned for
her beauty and strength of character. Her
name in Bulgarian is Zlata (meaning “the
golden one”), although she is usually
known by the Greek equivalent of this
name, Chrysa. (Note the similarity to the
title of the great Saint John Chrysostom —
meaning “golden-mouthed” — whose
Liturgy we celebrate on most of the
Sundays of the year).

Zlata was born in the village of Slatena in
the diocese of Meglena on the border of
Bulgaria and Serbia at a time when these
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YOJIOBIK CTaB onaHoBaHUM Xagoboto Ao i
Kpacu. BiH cxonuB i, konu BoHa 3bupana
ApoBa i NoHic 1f 4o cBoro goMmy, e
cTtapaBcd 3Babutn ii i 3actaBuTn ii
NPUIHSATY BipY MYCYNbMaHCbKy. Ta He Mmir
nepekoHatu 3narty Hi JapyHKamMmu Hi
norposamu.

BiH Tpmas 1T WicTb MicAUiB a HapeLwuTi
ckasaB ii 6aTbkaMm, Lo BOHU MYCHTb
nepekoHatu ii niggartuca noro Boni, 60
iHaKLLe i BOHM | BoHa ByayTh cTpayeHi. [i
©aTtbkn Ta cecTpu 3i cnisbMu b6raranm ii
NPUAHATN MYCYNbMaHCTBO (bopmarsibHO,
TaeMHo 30epiratoum gani CBow Bipy B
XpucTa. Ta BOHa BigMoBuMniacs i Bignosina,
LLO BOHM BXe He poauHa ii. BoHa ckasana:
«Y meHe Nocnoab Icyc Xpuctoc — baTtbko,
Boropoguusa — MaTn, a Cesti — moi bpaTtu
n Cectpu».

Micnsa uboro 3nata nepeHecna Lie Tpu
MicsiLi CTpallHKX TOPTYp i Biggana ceoe
XuUTTA 3a Xpucta. [i ayxosHuUn oteup,
lepomoHax Tumodin, 3 MOHacTUpS
CTtaBpoHikiTa (TO6TO «NepemMoXxHOro
XpecTta») Ha CeaTivi [opi AGOHI,
nigTpumyBas il CBOIMU MONUTBaMU 1
onucas ii My4eHnuTBo y p. 1795.

Ho6pe Ham cBATKyBaTU Nam'aTb L€l
mMornogeHbkoi CBATOI, sika BigMoBMnach
BigAaTn CBOK 0COBUCTICTb Y XPUCTi HE
3Ba)atouM Ha HANTSKYi BUKITUKN. Y HaLnx
yacax, Konm Ha4ve Tak Baxko byeae
OCArHyTU 1 36eperTn NpaBeaHicTb,
npuknag, ii Ta n iHwux repois Bipwu, a
pa3oM 3 TUM il MOSNIUTBU 3acTyMHULTBA 38
Hac MOXYTb JOMOMOITM Ham 3 BinbLLOKD
BUTPMBANICTIO 3maraTucsa 3godyTn uro
YeCHOTY.

3narta 6yna BuTpuBanotw i 3Hanwna cebe,
sIK cnpaexHboro CrnoBigHMKa cnie Ta gin
Haworo Cnacutens, Nocnoga Icyca
Xpucta. A B YoMy BUTpUBani Mu, JOpPori
©patu 1 cectpu? Mu Mmoxxemo crnoTmkaTucs
i nragaTn, ane MycuMo My nigHimaTucs
3HOBY i 3HOBY, a Taku Aani HacnigysaTu
Haworo lNMpebnarocnoseHHoro Nocnoaa B
LOAEHHUX 0b6CcTaBUHAX, MOMNOXKEHHAX i
CMiBBIAHOLIEHHSX 3 iHLUMMUW B HALLOMY

countries were part of the Ottoman
Empire. A certain man became obsessed
with her beauty. He seized her while she
was gathering wood and carried her off to
his home, where he sought to seduce her
and get her to embrace Islam. Zlata could
not be persuaded by gifts or threats.

She was held for six months and finally her
parents were told that they must persuade
her to accede to the man’s wishes or both
she and they would be killed. Her parents
and sisters sought with tears to get her to
accept Islam as a formality, while retaining
her faith in Christ in secret, but she
refused and responded that they were no
longer her family, saying: “I have the Lord
Jesus Christ as my Father, the Theotokos
as my Mother, and the Saints as my
Brothers and Sisters”.

Zlata then endured three more months of
terrible tortures before giving up her life for
Christ. It was her spiritual father,
Hieromonk Timothy, of the Stavronikita
(meaning “the victory of the Cross”)
Monastery on nearby Mount Athos, who
encouraged her with his prayers and
recorded her martyrdom in the year 1795.

It is good to celebrate the memory of this
youthful saint who refused to give up her
identity in Christ in the face of the most
arduous of challenges. In our days when
integrity seems to be so difficult to attain
and maintain, her example and that of
other heroes of the Faith, as well as her
intercessions, may help us to seek this
guality more persistently.

Zlata persisted in her integrity and found
herself to be a true confessor of the words
and acts of the Saviour, our Lord Jesus
Christ. In what do we persist, dear
brothers and sisters? We may stumble and
fall, but we must rise over and over again
and seek persistently to follow our Blessed
Lord in the daily circumstances, situations
and relationships of our lives. Amen.
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