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THE HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS
ANCESTORS OF GOD JOACHIM
AND ANNA

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw

kutash@unicorne.org

«BoHu nopoannmu Ham [liBy.»

Ha 22-ro BepecHs (ue — 9-ro BepecHs
Ha HMiSHCbKOMY KaneHaapi), y AeHb
nicna Cedata PisaBa lNpecBaToi
Bboropoauui My CBATKYEMO NaM'aTh ii
6aTbkKiB, aigyca 1 6abyci Nocnoga Icyca,
Slkoro Mu pagicHo i B4A4YHO BU3HAEMO
IctuHoto JlioanHoto i IctTuHuMm borom. Lle
[OCKOHane no€aHaHHsa 3eMni 3 Hebow,
nmoactea i boxecTsa, AKMM 3aroleTbCS
BiaYyxeHHsa Mix Borom i Moro
NOACBKUMU AiTbMKU, 3HAX0AMTb NOYaTOK
Yy €0HAHHIO MOMIXK UMMKN ABOMA
npasegHukamn Ctaporo 3aBiTy, Moakuma
N AHHWU. MU YNTAEMO NPO HUX FONIOBHO B
lMpoToeBaHrenii Akosa.

Cs. Mloaknm noxoams 3 nnemeHa
lOaunHoro i 6ys notomkom Lapsa dasuaa.
AHHa 6yna HanMoNoALOK 3-MOMiIX TPbOX
A0YOK cBsleHMKa MaTdaHa 3 nnemeHa
Nesiesoro. II cectpa 305 6yna maTip'to

“They have borne for us the Maiden.”

On September 22 (corresponds to
September 9 on the Julian Calendar), the
day after the Feast of the Nativity of the
Theotokos, we celebrate the memory of
her parents, the grandparents of Jesus,
whom we joyously and gratefully proclaim
as True Man and True God. This perfect
union of earth and Heaven, of humanity
and Divinity, which heals the alienation
between God and His human children,
finds a beginning in the union of these
two righteous Saints of the Old
Testament, Joachim and Anna. We read
about them primarily in the ancient
Protoevangelion of James.

St. Joachim was of the tribe of Judah and
a descendant of King David. Anna was the
youngest of three daughters of the priest
Matthan of the tribe of Levi. Her sister
Zoya was the mother of Elizabeth, who



http://www.uocc.ca/
http://www.uocc.ca/en-ca/faith/articles/frikutash/
mailto:kutash@unicorne.org

€nusaBeTu, aka nopoanna Ce. IeaHa
Mpeateyy. Moaknm i AHHa 6ynu
oapyxeHi 50 nit, konn iM NpMALIOB
BENIMKUIA CMYTOK. BOHU, 6yno, xunu
CMOKiNHO N NOB60XHO, BXMBAOUN
TPEeTUHY CBOro ManHa ans cebe i
BigAaum TpeTuHy ybormm a TpeTuHy
XpamoBi B Epycanumi. Y Hux He 6yno
aiTen.

OaHOro AHA MoakuMm NpuHic xepTBy Yy
XpamMm, a lNepBocssweHnk Icaxap aopikas
MoMy: «Tu He riAHUIA NPUHOCUTY L0
KepTBy TUMK 6E34ITHUMU pyKaMn»,
JMoan Ctaporo 3aBiTy BBaxanu AiTen i
6araTtcTBO 03HaKaMmu TOro, Wo AaHe
noapyxoks 6yno bory srogHe. OTox
Moaknm i AHHa niwnu Bia Xpamy B
rMM6OKOMY CMYTKY. MoaknM niwos 3
OOMYy Jornsigaty CBOK OoTapy B ropax.
AHHa 3anuwmnacs sgoma. Oboe
3HaAXoAMUNN 3aCrnoKOEHHSA B MonunTBi A0
Bora, fkun nas 6yB AUTUHY ABpaamy ¢
Capi, konn BoHU Bxe 6ynun B rnmbokin
CTapoCTi, | TAKUM YMHOM 3aCHYB
€BpENCbKM Hapoa, Hocis 06iTHUUI npo
Mecito, yepe3 Koro Bce noaCcTBO
cnaceTbCs i BiAHOBUTLCHA BCENeHHa.

ApxaHren NaBpuin HaBigaB OKpeMo
06uaBOX CTapeHbkUX YrogHMKIB i CKa3as
iM, wo bor noyys ixHO MoNUTBY i AacTb
M AiIBUMHKY, Yyepes aKy
6narocnoBnatbCcs BCi Hapoawn 3emni. BiH
cka3as MoaknMy NoBepHyTUCS A0AOMY
Ta WO BiH 3ycTpiHe AHHY, dKa
ouikyBaTuMe noro 6insa micbkoi 6pamu.
FaBpwuin Tex ckasas AHHI, WO BOHa came
TaM MOBMHHa O4iKyBaTW CBOro Myxa.
IxHs 3ycTpiy i 06iliMK 306paxeHi Ha
OJHIM 3 HaMbinbw BiAOMUX IKOH LMX
ABOX YrofHukiB Boxunx, ski yepes Hawe
XpeweHHa y Tino XpuctoBe — TeX HaLlli
AyxoBHi MpabaTbku.

Bor piricHo cnoBHMB CBOO 06ITHULIIO
HapoaxeHHAM Boropoanui Mapii, ske
CBSATKYEMO 21-ro BepecHs (8-ro BepecHs
3a to/liaHCbKMM KaneHaapem). Y uen
AeHb TaKOX CBATKYEMO Boxy
MpemyapicTb. Moro Mpemyapictb -
rnoHaz nAcbke po3yMiHHA. BoHa

bore St. John the Forerunner. Joachim
and Anna had been married for fifty years
when a great sorrow came upon them.
They had lived quietly and devoutly, using
a third of their income for themselves and
giving a third to the poor and a third to
the temple in Jerusalem. They had no
children.

One day when Joachim brought a sacrifice
to the temple, the High Priest Issachar
rebuked him: “You are not fit to bring this
sacrifice with those childless hands”.
Children, as well as prosperity, were
considered to be a sign of God’s pleasure
according to the spirituality of the people
of the Old Testament. Joachim and Anna
left the temple with heavy hearts.
Joachim left his home to tend his flocks in
the mountains. Anna remained at home.
They both found solace in prayer to God,
Who had given a child to Abraham and
Sarah in their old age and thus founded
the Hebrew nation, the bearers of the
promise of the Messiah, through Whom all
humanity would be saved and the cosmos
restored.

The Archangel Gabriel visited both elderly
Saints individually to tell them that God
had heard their prayers and that He
would give them a daughter through
whom all the nations of the world would
be blessed. He told Joachim to return to
his home. He would find Anna waiting for
him at the city gate. Gabriel also told
Anna to wait for him there. Their meeting
and embrace is one of the most renowned
among the Icons of these two Holy Ones,
who through our Baptism into the Body of
Christ are also our spiritual Ancestors.

God’s promise was indeed fulfilled by the
birth of Mary, the Theotokos, which we
celebrate on September 21 (September 8
on the Julian Calendar). We also celebrate
God’s Holy Wisdom on this day. His
Wisdom is beyond human understanding.
It is fulfilled in humble hearts and souls
which bear adversity with patience,
looking continually to God for help,
strength and guidance, and which thank
and praise Him for all things. He




CMOBHIOETLCA Y CMUPEHHUX CepusX i
Aywax, siKi TeprnennBo nepeHocsaTb YCAKi
icNnUTK, NOCTINHO 3BepTatumch Ao bora o
rnoMmiy, cuny Ta NMpPoOBUAIHHSA, Ta AKi
ASKyloTb MloMy i npocnasnsioTs Moro 3a
Bce. A BiH HeBigMiHHO 0b6epTa€e BCe Ha
nobpo y yaci, akuin Hanbinblw BiANOBIAAE
i Moro CTBOPIHHIO | TUM AyLwaM, sKi Tak
MONATbLCA | YyNoBaTb Ha Hboro.

invariably turns all things to good at the
time which is best, not only for His
creation, but also for the souls who so
pray and trust.




