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“XTo Bipye B Hboro, He byne “He who believes in Him is not
3acyKEeHUN; XTO X He Bipye, TON BXe condemned; but He who does not
3acyaKeHun.” believe, is condemned already.”
«XT0 Bipye B Hboro, He byae “He who believes in Him is not
3aCyKEeHN; XTO X He Bipye, TOM BXe condemned; but he who does not believe
3acyKeHun, Lo He noBipuB B IM's is condemned already, because he has
OpHopopxkeHoro CuHa boxoro» (IBaHa not believed in the name of the only
3:18). Lli cnosa npuxogate 3pasy nicns begotten Son of God” (John 3:18) These

cborogHiwHboi €aHrenii (IaHa 3:13-17) — | words follow immediately after today’s
sIKa TakoX MiCTUTb Y cobi mabyTb Hanbinbw | Gospel (John 3:13-17) - which also
3Haviomun cTnx y HoBomy 3anositi: : «Tak | contains what is likely the most well-

60 Bor nontobus cBiT, Wo gas CmnHa CBoro | known verse of the New Testament: “For
OpHopomokeHoro, Wwob KoXeH, XTO Bipye B God so loved the world that He gave His
Hboro, He 3r1HyB, ane MaB XUTTS BiYHE.» only begotten Son, that whoever believes

MonepeaHe TBepOXKEeHHS — HeBiaainbHe in Him should not perish but have
po3’AAcCHeHHs apyroro. BoHo nogae Ham i everlasting life.” The former statement is
3anopyky i Hany4YeHHs. an indispensable extension of the latter

one. It offers both reassurance and

I'IepLue, 3aCTaHOBIMOCb Haf admonishment.

Hany4YeHHAM. Hanpuknag My yyemo i
YUTAEMO LLIOpa3 YacTilue Npo cnpasu, SKMUX Let’s consider the admonishment.
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KONIMCb NPOMOBYYBasnu — a 3o0kpema npo
ceKcyarnbHe 3M0BXUBaHHS AiTen i Jopocnnx
ocobamu 3 BMaao — penirinHow 4m
cBiTCbkOw. Taki pevi byBanu nepeq uum.
Konucb 6yno, Wwo ix HaBiTb yBaxanm
noaisiMm «HopManbHOro» XuTTs. Ha wacTts,
Ti yacu npomuHynu. (LikaBum ogHak € Te,
LLIO 3aCyQKEHHS cepeaHMKaMM CNifKyBaHHS
TaKoro HacunbCTBa CynpoBOANTLCA
3pocTaroyMm O03BiNNAM i AeBanbBalieto
CTPMMaHOCTI B CripaBax Cekcy).

[lo sikoicb Mipy Taki BigKpUTTS
MOXYTb 6YTK KOPMOM ANSA Npofaxy raseT
4y peknam. Ak BugHo, wo 6arato niogen
nobnATbL YMTaTh NPO NagiHHs OcCib, SKi
manu 6 6yt ocobnmBo NpaBegHNUMUN —
0co6nMBO KONMM MOBa ae Npo penirinHmx
NpoBigHUKIB. YMano iHWnX ngen gyxe
UMM 3atypboBaHi, 60 x 6ayaTb y LbOMY
npoueci gerpagadito penirinHoi Bipu Ta
NPaKTUKK, SKi Manu NpoBaguTn NOACTBO Y
Kpalle manbyTHe. Ak BMOHO, cama X
peniris i Ha4anbCTBO 3aCyKeHi
ronoBOTAMNCTBOM AESKUX iXHiX
npeacTaBHUKIB.

XPUCTUAHN — BOHM X 3aBXAN
CTaHOBMWIN MEHLUNHY B KyNbTypi CBITY —
BiANOBIgalTb, WO HeEBAAYa 3i CTOPOHU
Jesknx nocnifoBHUKIB Icyca He BigHiMae
Bia Moro Benwui B icTopii cBIiTY, K
abConTHO JOCKOHaNMn, NpaBeaHNi,
CniBYYTANBUIA | nepeMoXHuK MNacTtup
ntoacTtea, Axkunr noctinHo CeoiMn 1
CNoBaMu 1 NPUKNaaoM Oa€ BUKIKK i
3asuBae YCIX xutn ans bora, [xepena
BCbOro XuUTTA, a Takox i AJ1A IHWWX.

Ti xT0 BipATE Y HbOroO, @ ocobnuso
X Ti, SKi WWyKaoTb Woro Bnaropari
nocyBaTuCS 3aBXau Brnepes BUPOLLYHYN B
Cobi xapaktep Vlomy nogibHuii, TaK i
3HaxX04ATb LWNAX A0 3POCTAHHSA B XUTTA
NPUMUPEHHS | OHOBMEHHA. 3aCyMKeHHsA —
iHWKUMK | camnx cebe — NepeTBOPHETHCA 3
CMEPTHOro BMPOKY Ha HACTaHOBY KasaTUCS |
noYMHaTW HaHOBO LWe pas i Wwe pas. | Hikonu
He 34aBaTUCA B LibOMY AOKW AULIEMO
NOBITPSAM L€l NIaHEeTH — pillyye 1
NoOCnigoOBHE 3Maralymnch 3a ycnix crtatm
TMM, Ynm BiH € ong cBiTy.

For example, we hear and read more and
more today about matters that used to be
kept secret - especially dealing with
sexual abuse of children and adults by
people of authority — religious or secular.
Such things have happened before. There
were times when they were considered a
part of “normal” life. This, thankfully, is no
longer the case. (It is, however, curious
that the condemnation by the media of
such abuse is accompanied by a growing
permissiveness and devaluation of self-
restraint in sexual matters).

To some extent such revelations
may be fodder for selling copy and gaining
advertising revenues. It seems many
people love to read about the downfall of
folks who are expected to be particularly
righteous — especially when they are
religious leaders. Many others are most
troubled by this trend, seeing in the
process a degradation of the values
promoted by religious belief and practice
which ought to be guiding humanity
towards a better future. It appears that
religion and authority itself stands
condemned by the bungling of some of
their practitioners.

Christians — who have always
been a minority in world culture — answer
that the failure of particular followers of
Jesus, does not detract from His stature in
world history, as the perfectly righteous,
compassionate and victorious Shepherd
of humankind, Who forever continues, by
word and example, to challenge and
exhort EVERYONE to live for God, the
Source of all life, and FOR OTHERS.

Those who believe in Him, and
especially those who seek His Grace to
press onward to grow a character like His,
do find the way to ascend to a life of
reconciliation and restoration.
Condemnation — by others and by
themselves — is transformed from a death
sentence into an admonishment: to repent
and start over and over, again and yet
again. And to never stop, as long as one
breathes the air of this planet, in one’s




Ti, aKi He BipATb — a 3oKkpeMa Ti, SKi
Woro i Mloro nocnigoBHWKIB BigkMaaTb Ta 1
BMCMIlOIOTb, rpy60o BiAMOBRSOYNCH
CEePNO3HO NPUNHATU BUKITUK MNEPErNSHYTH
IcycoBi cnoBa N XUTT4, XUBYTb Mig,
3acymkeHHaMm. CnpaBa He B TOMY, LLO TX
Bor 3acyaxye, 60 x Moro 6axaHHsaMm €,
Wo6 HixTo He 3arnHyB (2 MNeTpa 3:9 —
HarosfioLweHHs itok). Lle x BoHM cami
BMbunpatoTh Te, Wob XxoanTn B LbOMy
3aCypKeHHI, sike nondarae B BigSly4YeHHi Big
anbTepHaTuBK, gka Mmorna 6 ByTh IXHbOLO,
Konu 6 BOHW Tinbku i Bubmpanm.

Bor 3acsaB CBOE CBITIO B KOXHE
cepLe y BCbOMy CTBOpPiHHIO. Lle — BcecBiT
MoparnbHuN, i gina focnoaHi ckpisb BUAHO,
Konm 6 Mu TiNbKK OMBUNAUCH 3@ HUMK. Ta
OaraTto 3 Hac uboro He 6yayTb pobuTn. Mu
BOJIEMO XXUTU B HECBIAOMOCTi Ta cCamMo
30CepesKeHOCTi. | Takum YMHOM — cami
cebe 3acymkyemo! Yun moxe 6yTtu ripwe
Jons Bifg Tiel, wWo6 HaBiku CTOATU HA30BHi
npeKpacHoro, CBITMAOro, BUrigHOMO AOMY,
crocTepiraryu, ik y HboMy CBATKYHOTb,
TilWaTbCs, pagitoTb POAUHHO IOOOB’I0 Ta
Becenowamm — a M1 Taku He 3aX0AMMO, He
TOMY, O HAcC TaM He NpuBiTalTb, a NPOCTO
TOMY O MW yNepTo Taku He BBiMaemo? HAk
xaxnmeo! Ak cymHo!

Ta ocb TYT Taku 3anopyka —
"ocnoaHi cnoBa kaxyTb HaMm, Wwo 6e3
ornagy Ha Te, siki He 6ynu BaxKi HaLwi
NPOCTYNKK, AKi 6 Mn 4o uboro He 6ynu 6
ynepTuMu Ta HenigaaTnuenummn, 4opora Ham
He 3a4nHeHa. Mu Taku MoXemo BBINTU —
Bipoto B boxxoro CuHa. bor Hikonu He
BifKMHE HiKOro, Wo 3BepHeTbCs A0 Heoro.
Ak nposictue Cs. NMaBno: «Tox Hemae
Tenep XXagHoro ocyay TUM, XTO XOAUTb Y
Xpucri lcyci» (PumnsH 8:1).

LlepkBa noknukaHa 6ytn Tmm
pagicHuM, nobnaynm 4OMOM, B SKOMY BCi
MU — OHa poauHa, KopmrieHa 1
npoBagkeHa gockoHanum [Jobpum
MacTtupem, Nocnogom, borom i Cnacom
Hawmm lcycom Xpuctom, AKUn € BTiINEHHAM
Tiei JTobosi, akoto TpueanHumn bor cteopus
i NOCTIMHO TpMMae BCecBiT y nagy. bpatn n
cecTpu — BipMo! |, NpM3Haoumn KopucTb i Tiel

determined efforts to succeed in
becoming as He is to the world.

Those who do not believe —
especially those who deny and mock Him
and His followers, callously refusing to
take seriously the challenge to examine
Jesus’ words and life, live under
condemnation. It is not that God
condemns them, for His desire is that
none should perish (2 Peter 3:9 —
emphasis igk). They themselves choose
to walk in the condemnation which is
exclusion from an alternative which could
be theirs if they chose.

God has shone His light into every
heart, throughout all of creation. This is a
moral universe and the works of the Lord
are everywhere manifest if we but look for
them. Yet many of us will not. We prefer
to live in ignorance and self-centredness.
In this way we condemn ourselves! Could
there be a fate worse than to forever
stand outside a beautiful, bright,
comfortable home, watching the people
within feasting, making merry, rejoicing in
family love and cheer — and never
entering, not because we would not be
welcome, but simply because we
stubbornly will not enter? How terrible and
sad.

But here is the reassurance — the
Lord’s words tell us that, no matter how
grave our transgressions may have been,
no matter how stubborn and unyielding we
may have been in the past, the way is not
closed to us. We can come in, through
faith in the Son of God. God will never
reject anyone who turns to Him. As St.
Paul proclaims: “There is therefore now
no condemnation to those who are in
Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).

The Church is called to be that
cheery, loving home where we are all
family — all nurtured and led by this perfect
Good Shepherd, our Lord, God and
Saviour Jesus Christ, Who is the
embodiment of the Love by which the
Triune God created and ever keeps the
universe on its course. Brothers and




HeneBHOCTI, sika CTpUMYE BipY Big
BUPOMXKEHHSI B CaMOBMeBHEHNN paHaTU3M
(skmn gae amory orpasdysamu OrUaHi
nocrtasu, crnosa Ta gina), Bos4Ho
BU3HaBanMo Ty Mipy Bipy, Sika AaHa Ham — i
NOCTIHO BMNPOLLYMO Bce BinbLue ii.
ByabMo neBHi B LuboMy: He Byaemo mu
po3yapoBaHi. AMIHb.

sisters, let us believe. And let us, while
acknowledging the usefulness of the
uncertainty that keeps faith from
degenerating into self-righteous fanaticism
(which makes it possible to justify
abominable attitudes, words and deeds),
gratefully acknowledge the measure of
faith accorded to us — and keep on asking
for more. Be assured: we shall not be
disappointed. Amen.




