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HEAINA NO
BO3ABUXXEHHI HECHOI'O
XPECTA

THE SUNDAY AFTER THE
EXALTATION OF THE
CROSS

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«5lKa X KOopuCTb NOAUHI, Wo 3a06yae
BBeCb CBiT, ane gywy cBOIO
3aHanacTuTb?»

Y U0 Nopy eKOHOMIYHOT MeTYLLHI Ta
BMNpoboByBaHb, A06pe HaM 3BEPHYTU
yBary Ha 'ocnofHi crioBa, SKMx 4yemo B
€aHrenii B Heainto nicnsa Bo3gsukeHHs
YecHoro Xpecta (Mapka 8:34-9:1): «fka x
KOpUCTb NIOAVHI, WO 3006yae BBECH CBIT,
ane gyuy cBot 3aHanactutb? AGO Lo
HasaMiH JacTb NoanHa 3a gyLy CBo?»

B ocHoBHOMY € ABa poau icnuTis,
SKUX MPOXoANTb Xapaktep noguHu. OanH —
Lie icnuT HewacTs — 6ign 4m knonoTis. A
OPYrvin — icnuT gocTtaTkiB i cnokoto. Ak
OQVH, TaK i ApPYrMn 3 HUX Mae noTeHuian
3ripwyBaTty abo BAOCKOHAmNOBaTH ayLy
NauHN. .

Ha guBo, icnut gocTaTkiB MabyTb

BaXkye nepeHocuTun. lNepeBaxkHO NIOANHA,
sika NepexoanTb Uen icrnuT HaBiTb He
YCBIAOMITIOE Te, L0 BOHA NPOXoauTb Yyepes
BUNpoboByBaHHA. XKUTTA anga Hei Burnagae
AOBOMi Nerkum 1 npueMHum. HanbinbLue y
Hel nepexuBaHHs xiba B ToMy, LLIO OCb-0Cb
MUHYTbCA Ui 4o6pi Yacu — a MUHYTbCSA BOHU

“[W]hat will it profit a man if he gains
the whole world, and loses his own
soul?”

In these times of economic turmoil
and testing we would do well to heed the
words of our Lord in the Gospel on the
Sunday after the Feast of the Exaltation of
the Cross (Mark 8:34-9:1): “[W]hat will it
profit a man if he gains the whole world,
and loses his own soul? Or what will a
man give in exchange for his soul?” (New
King James Version).

There are essentially two sorts of
testing that human character undergoes.
One is the test of adversity — hard times or
troubles. The other is the test of
abundance and ease. Both sorts have
their potential to abase or elevate the
human soul.

The test of abundance may,
perhaps surprisingly, be the harder to
endure. Most often, people undergoing
this test are not aware of being tested.
Life for us is relatively easy. The only
major problem we are aware of is the
anxiety that these good times will pass
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Takn MyCATb. Y LIbOMY iCMNUTI — BENKKA
HebGe3neka: Haww MaTtepianbHuUn godpodyT
MOXXe CTaTu NS Hac TakMM BaXKNMBUM, LLO
OYyX MOXeE Bif LbOro CMepTesbHO
ocnabHyTtun. Togi 3abyBaeTbCst BOAYHICTb.
Buroga 11 go3Binns ctaioTb HaWbINbWMMK
BapTOCTAMM, @ TOAi NO Pi3HOMY
3amMacKkoBaHa 3axJ1aHHiCTb MOCTYMNOBO
po3’igae criBYyTNUBICTb, NacKaBiICTb i
NPUCTONHICTb. Y1 He Tak MOXHa onucaTu
Halle CycnifbCTBO cyvacHe? Yn He Yyemo
MM 3aKIMK OO MOKasSIHHA — 40 HABEPHEHHS
po Bora i go BaptocTeii Llapctsa Moro —y
Lin nopi nicna nopu gocraTkiB?

3a ipoHieto goni, icnuT HewacTa
MabyTb nerwe nepeHocuTn. Ha noBepxHi,
Lwonpasaa, BiabyBaeTbcs BENuka
bopoTtbba. Mycnmo sKkocb 3BOAUTH KiHL, 3
KiHusimn. Tpeba 6arato nnaHyBaTu, BaXXKo
TPYANTUCS, XepTBYBaTH i 3peLuToto Tpeba
BipuTW. Lle npaeaa, Wo OeXTO HE BUTPUMYE
LbOro icnuTy, a cTae HeYyecHNUM, obmMaHioe a
HaBITb ige Waxom 3nodnHcTea. (Ane, konm
XTOCb [0 LbOro CXUNSAETLCS, TO TakK Xe
nerko MoHa niTM TakuM LUISXOM i B Yacax
poctatky). Ane 6araTto-xTo AicHO cTae
Onmnckydnm came B Yacax Takoro amaraHHs.
Mwu BYMMOCSs Toai TepnenueocTi. Bunmocs
Oyt Bag4yHMMn. Bunmocs ginutucs.
CnpaBxHi Ta TpuBani BapTocTi
BKOPIHIOIOTLCS | 3aTBEPAXKYIOTBHCA, a MiX
HUMM Taki SIK: poaMHHA BNN3bKICTb Ta
NOANbHICTb, OPYXHICTb, Bipa Ta JOBIp’S,
MyZpiCTb | CTPMMaHICTb.

KoxHui pig BunpoboByBaHHA Mae B
cobi noTeHuian Ha Jobpo i Ha 3n0. Akwo 6
MU nnLe naMm’aTanu Npo Te, Lo Haw Yac
Ha nnaHeTi 3emMnsa — Le WKona anga ayui,
wob BMABMNACh CyTb TOFO YUM MU €, TO
Toai obvnasa poaun BMNpoboByBaHb MOXYTb
NPUVHOCUTM HaM BENWKY KOPUCTb. LI x
IkoHa XpucTa 6rnarocnoBns4yoro giten
Haragye Ham, Lo Mu BCi — AiTn Moro, skmux
Bin 6narocnosnse i Has4yae npo CBoi
LUASXM Y BCbOMY, Yoro 6 Ham nue He
TpannAnocs B HaLoMy XuTTi. Haworo
locnoga cnosa Tak NPaBAUBO A3BEHSATL:
LLIO X AiNCHO MOornun 6yTK BapTHILLWM Big
Hawoi aywi, Haworo xutra? (Obuasa
CNoBa BXMBAOTbCS ANd nepeknagy

away — as ultimately they must. There is
great danger in this sort of test: our
material welfare becomes so important
that our spirit atrophies. Gratitude is
forgotten. Comfort and ease become the
highest values, and greed, under various
disguises, gradually erodes compassion,
kindness and decency. Does this describe
the situation in our society as we have
known it? Can we hear a call for
repentance — turning back to God and the
values of His Kingdom — in the wake of
the times of plenty?

The test of adversity may,
ironically, be easier to bear. On the
surface, to be sure, there is a major
struggle going on. We have to make ends
meet. This requires a lot of planning, hard
work, sacrifice, and, ultimately, faith. True,
some people do not pass this test. We
become dishonest, cheaters and even
criminals. (On the other hand, if we are so
inclined, we can just as easily take this
path in times of plenty). Yet many people
truly shine when they are undergoing
times of struggle. We learn patience; we
learn to be grateful; we learn to share.
True and lasting values emerge and are
strengthened: among them family
closeness and loyalty, friendship, faith and
trust, wisdom and moderation.

Each sort of testing carries the
potential for good and bad. If we can keep
in mind that the time we spend on planet
Earth is a school for our soul, in order for
the essence of who we are to emerge,
then both sorts of testing can bring us
great benefit. This wonderful Icon of Christ
blessing the children reminds us that we
all are His children, whom He is blessing
and teaching His ways in all that we
undergo in our lives. Our Lord’s words
ring out so true: what indeed can be more
important that our soul, or our life? (Both
words are used in English translations of
the original Greek word of the text:
“psyche” — they have the same meaning
here).

Let us then be wise in our times of




rpeubKoro cnoea «ncuxi» y biéninHomy
TEKCTi — BOHU TYT OQHO3HAuHi).

OT1ox 6yabMo mMyapi B HALWMX
HellacTax. YpyxXoMonmMo CBOT CUMu
CnpuaATK cnpaBam, gKi MaloTb BapTIiCTb He
nuuwe TMM4acosy, a BiYHYy. Hamaramnmocs
3p0O3yMiTH, Wo Mornu 6 Mu gasaTtu, 3amicTb
TOro, Wob Tak Xyputucs npo Te, sk
gictaBatu. Bo X Kk 3ayBaxye y CBOI YyJOBi
MonuTtsi Cs. ®paHumck ACCU3bLKUI: Lie KoMK
MU AEMO, LLIO MU OTPUMYEMO. AMiHb.

adversity. Let us mobilize our resources to
foster things of eternal value. Let us strive
to learn what it is that we can give instead
of worrying so much about how to get.
For, as St. Francis of Assisi noted in his
wonderful prayer, it is in giving that we
receive. Amen.




