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CB. Ypcyna i ir
Moapyrn,
MyyeHukun B KenbHi

St. Ursula and Her
Companions,
Martyrs at Cologne

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw

kutash@unicorne.org

«Bnapuko Llapto, ua goyka Teos —
Fony6bka Mupy, wo npunuHyna 3 Pato,
Ta X cama, Lo B AHi noTony npuHecna
B HoiB KkOoBYer onuBKOBY rifnkKy o6poi
HoBUHWY (I3 TBOpy «Ka3ka npo CB.
Ypycyny» [1)xoHa PackuH)

Ha 3-ro nuctonaga 3a rpuropiaHCbKnm
kaneHgapem (uebTo 21-ro XOBTHS 3a
HONiaHCBKMM) MU CBATKYEMO Nam'aTb CB.
Ypcynu Ta i nogpyr, gki 6ynun samy4yeHi B
M. KenbHi B HimeyunHi B 4-my un 5-my
ctonitTi. BoHn — CBATi Hepo3aaineHoi
LlepkBu nepLuoro Tmca4oniTTA.

Hanpaniwwni pekopa npo umx CeATUX —
BMPI3bOMEHNN Ha KaMeHi, 4aToBaHOMY 3
4-ro 4n 5-ro CTONITTS, | 3HAXOANTBLCA Ha
cTiHi Llepksn CB. Ypcynu Ha nnowi
Ypcynannauy B KernbHi. Ha Hbomy
HanucaHo, Wwo Xpam uen 6ys
BigOyooBaHUM Ha MicLi, Ae nocTpaXganu

“My lord the King, this your daughter is
the Dove of Peace come from Paradise,
the same that in the days of the flood
brought to the Ark of Noah the olive-
branch of good news” (from “The Story
of St. Ursula” by John Ruskin)

On November 3 on the Gregorian calendar
(which is October 21 on the Julian), we
celebrate the memory of St. Ursula and her
companions, martyred at Cologne,
Germany, in the fourth century. They are
Saints of the undivided Church of the first
millennium.

The earliest record of these Saints is to be
found on a stone carving dating from the
fourth or fifth century which is found on the
wall of the Church of St. Ursula on the
Ursulaplatz in Cologne. It says that the
Church was restored on a site where some
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Caari Oisnui.

IM's1 «Ypcyna» 03Havae «BegMeguky i
Ha4yebTo NOXoAnTb 3 TOro, L0 AiBYMHKA
Ha AMBO HapoAmnachb BONOXaTol, HEMOB
©u BoHa Gyna nogidHa go C.. IBaHa
MpenTeui, WO XMB Yy NYCTUHI | HOCKB
nnawy, 3 3BipsAYnX LWKYp, KOMNn
nponosigyeas i XpecTuB Hapoa Y
nigrotosui Ao npuxoay Mecii.

JlereHga nNpo Hel roBopuTb, LLIO BOHA
Oyna gOYKO PUMCBHKO-6pUTAHCHLKOro
kopons XpuctusiHuHa. BoHa 6yna
KpacmBa 1 noboxHa i cnaea npo Hei
OirLna OO KHA3S A3UYHMKA, SKUN
3abaxaB 0gpYKMUTUCA 3 HEIO | NOrPOXKYBaB
Hai34oM Hakonu 6 nomy BigMOBUIN.
Ypcyna Bignosina, Wo BoOHa NOroanThCs,
ane nepeg TUM Ti HapeyYeHu Ta Noro
poavHa MycsiTb OYTY OXpELLEHI | HaBYEHi
B Bipi XpucToBii, a Mk yacom 1i MycaTb
[J03BONINTU 34iINCHNTU NANOMHULITBO A0
CBATUX MiCUb Y CYrnpoBOai AiBunLb.

Ypcyna Byna Takol 4YapiBHOM i Tak
PO3YMHO 1 YEMHO roBopuna, Lo
nocnaHui KHA38 93MYHKKA, 3a Yy40BOIO
Kaskoto npo CeATy, SKy Hanncas
BU3HAYHWI aHMMINCLKNA NUCbMEHHMK 19-
ro ctonitts, [koH PackuH, ocb Tak
BiarykHynucs: «Bnaguko Llapto, us godka
TBos — Nonybka Mupy, Wwo npunuHyna 3
Pato, Ta x cama, LLO B AHi noTony
npuHecrna B HoiB koBYer OfIMBKOBY rinky
000OpOT HOBUHWNY.

lMpoxaHHA Ypcynu BAOBONUIIM | BOHA
npoeigana i Pum i ManectuHy. Togi BoHa
3i CBOIMM CMiBNOAOPOXHIMWN, HABYEHI
AHrenom, noganucsa oo KenbHa, ge
LWno6 maB ByTn HEe 3eMHUM
CBATKYBaHHSAM a My4YeHULTBOM,
Hacnigytoum HebecHoro XXeHuxa,
ocnopa Haworo Icyca Xpucra.

[eski BapiaHTu nereHan KaxyTb, L0
HapedeHun Ypcynu cynpoBogme ii B
LbOMY MYYEHULTBI, ike BYMHUAN [YHN,
AKi 0610XK1UNN MicTO.

LaHyBaHHs CB. Ypcynu Ta ii nogpyr
MyyeHunUb 3pocno BNPOAOBXK CTOSMITh i
HaGpano 6arato npukpac. BoHo mano

holy virgins had been killed.

The name “Ursula” means “little bear” and is
said to derive from the unusual birth of the
little girl — in a hairy mantle, linking her to St.
John the Baptist who lived in the desert and
wore a cloak of animal skins as he
preached and baptized in preparation for
the coming of the Messiah.

Her legends say that she was the daughter
of a Christian Roman-British king, a godly
and beautiful young lady, whose fame
attracted a pagan suitor who sought her
hand in marriage, threatening invasion if his
request was denied. Ursula responded that
she would agree but her suitor and his
family must first be baptized and instructed
in the Christian faith and she must be
allowed in the meantime to make pilgrimage
to holy sites accompanied by virgins.

So lovely and well-spoken was Ursula that
the emissaries of the pagan prince,
according to a lovely story about the Saint
written by the nineteenth century renowned
English writer, John Ruskin, exclaimed: “My
lord the King, this your daughter is the Dove
of Peace come from Paradise, the same
that in the days of the flood brought to the
Ark of Noah the olive-branch of good news”.

Ursula’s request was granted and she
visited Rome and Palestine. Then she and
her companions, instructed by an angel,
made their way to Cologne where the
marriage was not to be an earthly festival
but a martyrdom in imitation of the Heavenly
Bridegroom, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Some versions of the legend say that
Ursula’s fiancé accompanied her in this
martyrdom which was carried out by the
Huns who were besieging the city.

The veneration of St. Ursula and her
companion martyrs grew throughout the
centuries acquiring many embellishments. It
was very influential particularly in the
Church of the West. The British Virgin
Islands were so named in her honour.
Michael Haydn, brother of Joseph, wrote a
Mass in her honour. Angelica de Merici
founded the first teaching order of nuns, the




BENUKMA BNAMB 0cobnimeo Ha Llepkey
3axony. bputaHcbki BipriHcbki OcTpoBu
AicTanv cBo HasBy B 1l YecTb. Y i1 4eCTb
Hanucae mecy Mankn MangH, 6pat
Ibxoseda. AHpkenika ae Mepidi
OCHyBana nepLuvin YMH MOHaLLOK-
yuuTenis, Ypycynidis, y 1535 p., wob
NpVBECTW AiB4aTtam OCBITYy Ta
NMUCbMEHHICTb Ta Wob aornsgaTt XBopux
Ta B6ornx. CnaBHui LWBanLapCbKnii
6orocnos NaH3 Yp3 ¢oH banbTasap
Ha3BaB OAHOrO 3i CBOIX OCHOBHMX TBOPIB
«Kopayna» imeHeM koMnaHboHa
Myuenuui, sika Gyna BTekna Big Macakpwm i
OpyrMMm po3nosina npo Hel, a Ha
HaCTyMHWI eHb cama X npuegHanachk 4o
xopy My4yeHuKIB CBOIM e CTpaXKaaHHAM.

CyyvacHa nobnaxnmeicTb 4o
CeKkcyarnbHOro aneTuty npyvHecna 3
co0boto LwaneHui 3pict po3duTnx poauH,
3rybHNX 3BUYOK i MagiHHA BIiPHOCTU Y
B3aeMoBigHOCMHaxX MK ntogbmMmn. OTOX,
cnpaegi 4o6pe BlaHyBaTK Nam’aTb
MONOANX NI0AEN, L0 repoivyHO CTOANN I
nomMmpanu B giBCTBi, OCHOBa SIKOro —
nocnifgoBHa BipHICTb XpUCTOBI,
HebecHomy XKeHuxy. Lle X BiH egHae
KOXHY noguHy 3 borom i npoBaanTb Hac
no g4opoasi Ao BivHoro LlapcTea, ge
CMOBHATLCA HaLLi HANrNUBLWi BaxkaHHS
pagocTi, MMpy Ta NtoboBi Ha BikW.

Ursulines, in 1535, to bring education and
literacy to girls and to tend to the sick and
needy. The renowned Swiss theologian
Hans Urs von Balthasar named one of his
major works Cordula after a companion of
the Martyr who escaped the massacre and
told others of it before accepting martyrdom
herself on the next day.

The contemporary indulgence of sexual
appetite has led to a huge increase in
broken families, addiction and the downfall
of fidelity in relationships. Thus It is good
indeed to celebrate the memory of young
people who heroically stood and died for a
virginity, which consists, above all, in
consistent fidelity to Christ, the Heavenly
Bridegroom. He it is Who links every person
to God and guides us on the journey to the
eternal Kingdom where our deepest desire
for joy, peace and love will be completely
fulfilled forever.




