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«JTro60B He WyKae cBOro; BOHa
TPYAUTLCA, NOTIi€, NUIbHYE, WO
30yaoByBaTu Gparta: Hiwo ansa nooboBi He
€ He3py4HuM, a 3 gonomororo Boxoro
BOHA POOUTb HEMOXIUBE - MOXITUBUM..."
(CBaTtutenb TUXOH)

Y AeHb 26 ceprHs 3a rpuropiaHCbKUM
kaneHgapem (ue x - 13 cepnHs 3a
FONiaHCBLKNM) MW CBATKYEMO OLHOrO 3
HanGinNbLL BiAOMUX POCINCLKNX CBATUX:
TuxoHa, €nuckona BopoHesbkoro,
3apoHcbKkoro Yygoteopus, LWMPOKO BiAOMOro
npocTto ak: CB. TuxoH 3agoHcbkuit. JllogmHa
BENUKOro TanaHTy 1 epyauuii, a Takox
rnMBOKOT AYXOBHOCTI - NOBHICTIO
npuceaveHui Mocnogy leycy Xpucty i Cnosy
Boxomy - BiH cnyxus LiepkBi y Baxki yacw,
ToMy Wo pedopmu MNeTpa |, cnpamoBaHi Ha
nepeTBopeHHst Pocii Ha MogepHy
€BPOMNENCbKY HaLito, BUKNNKaNN BENUKi
TpyaHowi ans Pocincekoi Llepksu (oo
cknagy sikoi Bxoguna i Llepksa YkpaiHu

“For love does not seek its own, it
labors, sweats, watches to build up the
brother: nothing is inconvenient to
love, and by the help of God it turns
the impossible into the possible...” (St.
Tikhon)

On August 26 on the Gregorian
calendar (which is August 13 on the
Julian) we commemorate one of the most
prominent of Russian Saints, Tikhon,
Bishop of Voronezh, Wonderworker of
Zadonsk, commonly known simply as St.
Tikhon of Zadonsk.. A man of great talent
and erudition, as well as of profound
spirituality — wholly dedicated to the Lord
Jesus Christ and the Word of God — he
served the Church in a difficult time, as
the reforms of Tsar Peter I, aimed at
making Russia a modern European
nation, were causing great difficulties for
the Russian Church (of which the Church
of Ukraine was a part for several
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NPOTHArOM KifTbKOX CTOMITb).

CB. TUXOH noxoamB 3 HaA3BUYAMHOIO
OigHoro cepenoBuula. BiH Hapoavecs B 1724
p. B ceni Kopoukke, HoBropoacbekoi rybepHir,
B cim'i 6igHoro MNMcanomwumka ([ska), Casenis
Kupunosa, sikuii nomep, Konu BiH OyB Lie
ayxe monogeHekum. ManeHskomy Tumodito
(ue 6yno noro iM's, gaHe komy npu
XpeLueHHi), K OAHOMY 3 LLIeCTu AiTen,
A0BENOCs AOBro M BaXKKO npautoBaTy, Wwob
npocTo noictu. besaiTHun kydep xoTiB OyB
YCMHOBWUTW NOTO, ane crapwun opar
BiApaanB Mamy Bi Takoro piLleHHs. Woro
Bignpaswunu go Hoeropoga B 12 niT yuntumcs
B OYXOBHIN LUKOMI, SIKy YKpaiHeLb,Enmckon
AwmBspocin (KOwkesu4),Hesabapom
nepeTBOpMB Yy CeMiHapito, akoi Tumodin byB
onunckyunm ctygeHToM npotaromM 14 pokis.

MocTtyn toHoro Tumodpisi Cokonoea (3
SAKOICb NPUYMHM MOMY HaZanu Hose
npi3euLLe B ceMiHapii) 6yB HaCTINbKK
OGrMCKYYUM, LLO MIiCNSA 3aKiHYEHHS LLIKOMMN,
NOro 3aaHraxysanu Has4yaTu PUtopuky,
Mpeubky moBy Ta Teonorito y cemMiHapil, i Toai
BX€e MaB BiH 3MOry JONOMOITU 1 CBOIN
POAMHI, ika cnodiBanacs, Lo BiH
OAPYXUTbCSA | cTaHe CeAweHnkom. OgHak
mMonogun Tumodoii BMOpaB iHWWIA
wnax:10/23 keiTHA 1758 p. ApxvmaHgpuT
(3ropom €numckon) MNapdeHin (ConkoBCbKMi),
TaKoX yKpaiHeLb, NocTpur horo B YeHui 3
imeHeM TwuxoH y Biui 34 niT - i noro 3ipka
cTana nigHimaTtucs.

O. TuxoH 6yB Npu3HayveHui
npedekrom HoBropoacekoi cemiHapii. Ckopo
no LbOMY, BiH cTaB ApXnMmMaHgpuTom
Xentukoscbkoro YcneHcbkoro MoHactups y
TBepi, Ha NpoxaHHS LWe 04HOro yKpaiHus,
€nuckona AdaHacis (Bonkoscbkoro) - Liap
MeTpo 6yB posnoyvaB BepOyBaHHA yKpaiHLiB
Ha uepkoBHi nocaan B Pocii, 60 x BoHW Bynu
Kpalye ocBideHi 1 BinbL BIgKpUTO
HanalwToBaHOI Bif, IXHiX pOCINCbKMX BparTis.
MoTiM Npu3HaYNM NOro PEKTOPOM CeMiHapii
TBepcbkoi i HacToaTenem YcneHcbKoro-
OTtpoua MoHacTtups. He cygunocs
ApxumaHgputy TuxoHy gosro 6yt Ha LiboMy
nocrti. €nuckon MNMapdeHin nonpocus, W06
iM'a TuxoHa Byno BKMYEHE B CMIUCOK

centuries).

St. Tikhon’s background was one
of great poverty. He was born in 1724 in
the village of Korotsko in the Novgorod
governorship into the family of a poor
Church cantor, Sabellius Kirillov, who died
when he was still very young. Little
Timothy (that was his baptismal hame),
one of six children, had to work long and
hard simply to get to eat. A childless
coachman wanted to adopt him, but an
elder brother dissuaded his mother from
allowing this. He was sent to Novgorod at
12 years of age to study at a spiritual
school, which Bishop Ambrose
(Yushkevych), a Ukrainian, soon turned
into a seminary, where Timothy was a
brilliant student for 14 years.

Such was young Timothy
Sokolov’s (for some reason he was given
this new surname at the Seminary)
prowess that, upon graduation, he was
engaged to teach Rhetoric, Greek and
Theology at the Seminary and was now
able to help his family, who hoped he
would marry and become a Parish Priest.
However young Timothy chose a different
path: on April 10/23, 1758, Archimandrite
(later Bishop) Parthenius (Sopkovs’kyy),
another Ukrainian, tonsured him Monk
Tikhon at the age of 34 and his star began
to ascend.

Fr. Tikhon was appointed Prefect
of the Novgorod Seminary. Then, in short
order, he became Archimandrite of the
Zheltikov Dormition Monastery in Tver, at
the request of yet another Ukrainian,
Bishop Athanasius (Vol'’kovs’kyy) - Tsar
Peter had set in motion the recruiting of
Ukrainians to fill ecclesiastical posts in
Russia since they were better educated
and more open-minded than their Russian
brethren. Then he was appointed Rector
of the Tver Seminary and Abbot of the
Otroch Dormition Monastery.
Archimandrite Tikhon was not to be there
for long. Bishop Parthenius requested that
Tikhon’s name be included in the list of
candidates for Vicar Bishop of Novgorod.




kKaHgugartiB Ha €nuckona-Bikapis
Hosropogcbkoro. Apxuenmckon QUmMuTpin
(CeyeHoB) norogmecs Ha Lie Heoxo4o, 60 X
XOTiB, W06 BiH o4onue NpecTuwkHy Tpoiue-
CeprieBy JlaBpy nig Mocksoto. Ta im’'s1
ApxumaHgputa TuxoHa BUTArHYNM
Xepebkom Tpu pasu 3 TPbOX.

Takum unHom, 13/26 TpaBHa 1761 p.,
ApxvmaHgpuTa BUCBATUNM Ha €nuvckona B
kadegpansHomy Cobopi CsB. NeTpa 1
MaBna B CaHkT-leTepbypsi. He 3anuwmeca
BiH i Ha Uin nocagi nosro. Yepes aBa poku, B
1763 p., BiH ByB NpM3HayYeHMn €nnckonom
BopoHixa. NonepeaHuk horo, Ce. MutpodaH
(1623-1703) 6yB eaMHUM €NNCKONOM, SIKOrO
waHysas Llap MNeTpo, aknin HaBiTb Haka3as
3aTpumaTty noro NoxopoHu, Wwob BiH cam Mmir
OyTn nomy TpyHoHocuem. MutpodaH He
NOBHICTIO CXBartoBaB HanpsIMoK NeTpa - BiH
3acTaBuvB Laps, BuganuTu ctatyi
SA3MYHULBKMX BOTiB 3i CBOro ABOpY, NepLue
HiX BiH Npuinge 40 HbOro. BigyyXeHHs Mix
Pocincekoto LlepkBoto i aepxaBoto (ske
yacTo nposiBnAnocs sepbysaHHaM Llepkeu,
SIK areHTa gepXaBHoI NomiTUKM - a Yacom
OyBano n HaBnakun) npogoexyeana 1 Llapmus
KatepuHa Il. €nuckon TUXOH NPUUHAB yyYacTb
y i kKopoHaLii, a B 1763 p., Ha 1i 3aKNuK, BiH
TakoX MyciB npunmaTu y4actb Yy CMHOAI Sk
HecnpaeennMBo no3taeus caHy CB. ApceHis
(Mauieunya), Mutpononuta PocToBcbKOro,
3a MOro BigBepTY OMNo3uLLito 4O KOHicKauil
KaTtepuHoto BnacHocten MoHacTtupis (ocb

TyT).

Brnaguka TuxoH 3HanwoB €napxito
BopoHixa B CKpyTHOMY cTaHoBuLLi. Moro
nepLuoto TypboToro Byno [JyxoBeHCTBO:
OEXTO 3 HUX HaBIiTb HE Mir ynTaTn
Borocnyx60Bi KHUIMM, 3 GKUX BOHW NOBUHHI
6ynu cnyxutu! BiH Bigpa3sy x noyas
npuceBsyBaT! HanbinbLl eHepriviHi 3ycunns
Ans ix ocBiyeHHs. BiH Hanucas nocibHuK ans
HUX, i cknagae 30ipku nponosigen, Wwod BOHM
MOrMM YnTaTu iX ans ceoei nacteu. BiH
HanonsiraB Ha TOMy, WO KOXeH CBSALLEHNK,
[OunsikoH i MoHax noBuHeH maTu HoBuin 3aBiT i
YnuTaTK NOTO WOAHSA, MOPIBHIOKYM NOTO 3
ocobuctm nuctom Koponsi 4O KOXHOro
ocobucTo. (BiH 6yB nepesiB 10ro, a Takox
[McanTtup, 3 MOB opuriHany Ha POCINCBLKY B

Archbishop Demetrius (Sechenov) agreed
with reluctance, since he had wanted him
to head the prestigious Trinity-Sergius
Lavra near Moscow. Archimandrite
Tikhon’s name was drawn by lot three
times out of three.

Thus on May 13/26, 1761, the
Archimandrite was consecrated Bishop in
the Cathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul in
Saint Petersburg. Nor was he to remain at
this post for long. Within two years, in
1763, he was appointed Bishop of
Voronezh. A predecessor of his, St.
Mitrophan (1623-1703) had been the one
Bishop revered by Tsar Peter, who even
had his Funeral delayed so that he himself
could be a pall-bearer. Mitrophan did not
wholly approve of Peter’s direction — he
had gotten the Tsar to remove statues of
pagan gods from his courtyard before he
would come to see him. The alienation
between the Russian Church and state
(which often manifested in the recruitment
of the Church as an agent of state policy —
and at times the opposite was the case)
continued with Tsarytsya Catherine 1.
Bishop Tikhon had attended her
coronation, and, in 1763, at her
summoning, he also had to attend a
Synod which unjustly defrocked St.
Arsenius (Matsiyevych), Metropolitan of
Rostov, for his outspoken opposition to
Catherine’s confiscation of Monastery

properties (click here).

Vladyka Tikhon found the diocese
of Voronezh in dire straits. His first
concern was the Clergy: some of them
could not even read the liturgical books
from which they were to serve! He
immediately began to dedicate his most
energetic efforts to their education. He
wrote a manual for them and compiled
collections of sermons, so that they could
read them to their flock. He insisted that
every Priest, Deacon and Monk must
have a New Testament and read from it
daily, comparing it to a letter written to
everyone personally by a King. (He had
translated it as well as the Psalter into
Russian from the original languages in
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1757 p.) Bnaguka nucaB TakoX iHLLiI KHUIN,
siki 6ynm onybnikoBaHi 3HOBY i 3HOBY
npoTtarom 6aratbox pokiB. [leski 3pasku noro
©naro4yecTnBOi MygpOCTi MOXHA 3HANTW TyT
(aHrnincbko), i TYT (YKpaiHCLKOHD).

Ceatutenb TUXOH TakoX 3arMMaBcs
PEMOHTOM LIEpPKOBHMX ByaiBenb Ta iHWnx
cnopya. BiH nepeTBopmB CnoB'sHO-
NaTUHCBLKY LKoYy Ha BopoHesbKky cemMiHapito
i 3aTpyaHuB BMKNadadie 3 Kneea i XapkoBa B
YKpaiHi ana HaBYaHHA [yxoBeHcTBa. BiH
YXXMB CBOK apxXnnacTupcbky Bnagy, wob
noKnacTu Kpan ranacnusemm, n'asHUM
CBATKYBaHHAM A3MYHMLIBKOrO NpasHuka
Apuna, 3'aBngaiounce cepen po3naneHnx
rynsik y TpaeHi 1765 i ctporo gopikatouu im
3a IXHI0 HernoraMoBaHicTb. (LlikaBoto
3anuLLIKOIO BiggaHOCTi crioB'saH Apwuny, 6orosi
BECHU N pOAIOYOCTI, € NOLMPEHaA TEHAEHLiS
nepepasaTu rpeubke iM’'s "Meoprioc”, WwWo
o3Havae "noguHa 3emni” - sk "KOopin", abo
"€rop", a no-nonbcbkomy “Jerzy”, 3amicTb
6inbLu TouHoro “I'eopriit” abo "l"eoprin").

Bnaguka TUXOH CnyxmB CBOIN
€napxii 40 BUCHAXEHHS | NOMy, HapeLuTi,
npw KiHui 1767 p., 4O3BONWAN NiTU B
MonacTup PisaBa NpecesaToi boropoawui B
3apoHcbKy, 96 km Big BopoHixa, Ha
B1cokomy 6epesi piuku JoH, wob BigHOBUTHK
CBOE€ 340poB'a. BiH 3anuwumneca Tam 4o KiHUs
cBOro nepebyBaHHs Ha 3emMni. Tam BiH
3HaNLWOoB Yac, Wob MonuTncs, yyaluatn Ha
BorocnyeHHsAX, isnYHO TPYAUTUCA, YnTaTn
" nucatu. BiH Takox npunmas 6arato
BiABiAgyBauYiB, AKi NpnxoaMnn 4o HbOro 3a
nopagoto, MonuTem n 6rnarocnoBeHHs. [dyxe
cTpornn o cebe, Bnaguka 6yB HKHUM i
Xanicnueum Ao iHwux. OgHoro pasy nomy
JoBenocs BiaBigaTu 6paTta YeHus i 3HanLLIOB
BiH MOro, 3i CMiNbHUM ApYyrom, npu
crnoxuBaHHIo ixi. Bpat MoHax 6ys
NPUroNoMLLEHNIA, WO AOro 3HanaeHo B
NnopyLUEHHi NpaBuI NocTy, 60 X Ha cToni
Oyna puba B feHb, Konu ii He O3BONIEHO
icTn. Bnaguka He gopikaB nomy i HaBiTb cam
TPOXM NOIB, W06 MOro NOTILWNTK, KaXKy4u:
"IMobos. - Buwa nocty". Yac Big vacy
Bnaguky TuxoHa 3aoxoyyBanu B NOro
3ycunnax HebecHi BUAiHHSA i Bi3UTW.

1757.) Vladyka wrote other books which
have been published over and over again
throughout the years. Some samples of
his godly wisdom may be found here (in
English) and here (in_ Ukrainian).

St. Tikhon also occupied himself
with the repair of Church buildings and
other structures. He transformed the
Slavonic-Latin School of Voronezh into a
Seminary and engaged teachers from
Kyiv and Kharkiv in Ukraine to educate his
clergy. He exerted his Archpastoral
authority to put an end to the boisterous,
drunken celebration of the pagan festival
of Yarylo, showing up in the midst of the
revelers in May of 1765 and rebuking
them sternly for their excesses. (A curious
remnant of the devotion of Slavs to
Yarylo, the god of spring and fertility, is
the common tendency to render the Greek
name “Georgios”, which means “man of
the earth” — as “Yuriy” or “Yegor”, and
“Jerzy” in Polish, instead of the more
accurate “Georgiy” or “Heorhiy”).

Vladyka Tikhon served his Diocese
to the point of exhaustion and was finally
permitted, at the end of 1767, ,to retire to
the Monastery of the Nativity of the
Mother of God in Zadonsk, 96 kilometres
from Voronezh, high on the banks of the
Don River, to regain his health. He
remained there to the end of his sojourn
on earth. He found the time there to pray,
attend Services, labour manually, read
and write. He also received many visitors
who came for his counsel, prayers and
blessings. Very stern with himself,
Vladyka was gentle and compassionate
towards others. On one occasion he
happened to visit a brother Monk and
found him sharing a meal with another
mutual friend. His brother Monk was
mortified to have been found breaking the
rule of fasting, for there was fish on the
table on a day when it was not permitted.
Vladyka did not chide him and even ate a
little himself to comfort him, saying: “Love
transcends fasting”. From time to time
Vladyka Tikhon was encouraged in his



http://orthodoxwiki.org/Tikhon_of_Zadonsk
http://cerkva.in.ua/patrologia/70-tihonzadonskyi.html
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Tikhon_of_Zadonsk
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Tikhon_of_Zadonsk
http://cerkva.in.ua/patrologia/70-tihonzadonskyi.html

Woro 3nopos's noripwyetbes. Bin 6yB
NPUCYTHIN Ha NOro ocTaHHbOI JliTyprii y
CesaTo PisgBa Xpuctosoro B 1779 p., i
3acHyB BiH y [focnogi B Heginto (sik ue 6yno n
BiAKPUTO oMy paHiwe), 13/26 cepnHa 1783
p. CTanu 3aBasiiyBaTh MOro 3acTynHULTBY
GaraTo uygec, a 14/27 TpaBHa 1846 p., noro
TiNo 3HaMLWINM HEeTNIHHUM Nig Yac
OyaiBHMUTBA HOBOro Xpamy Ha 4ecCTb
Bonogumupcekoi (Kueso-Buwropoacskor)
IkoHn Boxoi MaTepi (ocb TyT), 3 sIKOHO
3apoHcbkuin MoHacTup 6yB noe'a3anui. (BiH
e 6yB 3acHoBaHu MoHaxamun Kupunom i
"epacumom 3i CpeTeHcbKoro - To6To
CrpiteHcbkoro - MoHacTtups, sikun 6yB
nobyaoBaHuWI Ha Micui, Ae 3ycTpivanu B
Mocksi Bornoanmnpcbky IKOHY, konu 1t
npusesnu, Wwob 3bepertn MicTo Big
MOHrOSIbCbKOI HaBanu TamepnaHa - i MiCTo
3aJoHCbK | BUpocno HaBskorno MoHacTups).
Bpaxosytoum Bce ue, 13/26 cepnHa 1861 p.,
Bnaguky TuxoHa npocnaeunu B nNuky CBATUX
nig Yac borocnyxeHHs, o4oneHoro
MuTtpononuTtom I3ngopom (HUKONbCLKUM),
SIKUN CKa3ae Npo Hboro: "CBITUNbHUK He 3rac
... Mloro nepeHneceHo oo Mpectony OTuA
Caitun, Wwob ocasaTn 3-ropun He TifbKn OgHY,
a Bci obnacTi Haloi 3eMHOT baTbKiBLLMHKL".

Mouwui CB. TuxoHa 3agoHCbKOro
po34inanu Herogu MOro Hapoay B TEMHI POKU
BOMOBHNYO-aTeICTUYHOI BNaan
nocnigosHukiB Mapkca i JleHiHa, ski
Hamarnmcst SKOCb NMNOSACHUTU TXHIO HETMIHHICTb
(i HaBiITb HamMaranucs TEXHONOrYHO
BiATBOPUTU Ler cTaH y Tinax JleHiHa i
CraniHa), i ix BuctaBnanu no mysesx. o
[AOBroo4ikyBaHOMY NafiHHIO LibOro pexumy,
Mouui, HapeLwTi, noBepHynu B 3a40HCLKNI
MoHacTtup y roro Ceato 26 ceprniHa 1991 p. |
Tam BOHU CNOYMBAKOTb Y YECTi i CoKot, a
cnosa Bnagukmn TuxoHa, 3aknukarodi Becb
Hapoa Boxui BuB4YaTu 11 xutun 3a BiyHoto
€BaHrenieto 'ocnoga HaWoro, posinWnNncb
no BCi 3emni.

efforts by heavenly visions and visits.

His health was deteriorating. He
attended his last Liturgy on the Feast of
the Nativity in 1779, and fell asleep in the
Lord on a Sunday (as it had been
revealed to him), August 13/26, 1783.
Many miracles were attributed to his
intercession, and on May 14/27,1846, his
body was found to be incorrupt during the
building of a new Temple in honour of the
Vladimir (Kyiv-Vyshhorod) Icon of the
Mother of God (click here), with which the
Zadonsk Monastery is linked. (It was
founded by the Monks Cyril and
Gerasimus from the Sretens’kyy —i.e.
Presentation - Monastery, which was built
on the place where the Vladimir Ilcon was
greeted in Moscow, when it was brought
to defend the city from the Mongol army of
Tamerlane — and the city of Zadonsk grew
up around the Monastery). In
consideration of all this, on August 13/26,
1861, Vladyka Tikhon was canonized
during Services led by Metropolitan
Isidore (Nikol's’kyy), who said of him:
“This candlestick has not been
extinguished ... It has been transported to
the Throne of the Father of Lights to
illuminate from above not only one region,
but all the realm of our earthly homeland”.

The Relics of St. Tikhon of
Zadonsk shared in the tribulations of his
people during the dark years of militant
atheistic rule by followers of Marx and
Lenin who tried to explain away their
incorruptibility (and even attempted to
reproduce this state by technology with
the bodies of Lenin and Stalin), and
displayed them in museums. With the
long-awaited fall of that regime, the Relics
were at last returned to the Zadonsk
Monastery on his Feast August 26, 1991.
And there they have rested in honour and
peace every since — and Vladyka Tikhon’s
words, urging all the people of God to
study and live by the Eternal Gospel of
our Lord, have gone forth to the ends of
the earth.
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