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«OBeuka ctaga XpucTroBoro, AsKum
HaB4Ya€E CMMUPpPeEHHicTio” (ApXxMennckon
JNazap bapaHoBuu npo Cs. ®eopaocis).

Ha 18-ro ntoToro 3a rpyropiaHCcbKuM
kaneHgapem (ue - 5-ro noTOrO 3a
0/Ti@HCbKMM) MU MOMUHAEMo CBATUTENSA
®deopociga, Apxuenuckona YepHiriscbkoro,
B IeHb NOro yrnokKoeHHs (Moro aeHb
HapoaxeHHs B HebecHux Ocensx).

BiH MaB Baxke CnyXiHHS, TOMY WO Le
6yna goba TpariyHOro aMaraHHs NMOMix
XpuctmsaHamm 3i ctag npaBoC/aBHOro Ta
KaTOJIMLUbKOro. XpUCTUSAHWN NPUHANEXHi A0
topucankuii PuMcbkoro NManu noeaHysanm
NONITUYHI MipKyBaHHS 3i CBOIM 0Cco6aMBUM
nornsaaom woao egHocTi Llepkeun, 10670
LLO AifcHa eaHicTb LlepkBn nonsrae B
BM3HaHHIO Braan Pumcbkoro lMpectony.
Lle n npuBeno oo bepectencbkoi YHii B
1596-My p., CTO poKiB Nepes YNOKOEHHSAM

“A sheep of the flock of Christ,
teaching by humility” (Archbishop
Lazar Baranovych describing St.
Theodosius).

On February 18 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is February 5 on the
Julian) we commemorate St.
Theodosius, Archbishop of Chernihiv on
the day of repose in 1696 (his birth into
Heaven).

His was a most challenging ministry, as
it was the time of tragic struggle
between Christians of the Orthodox and
Catholic folds. Political considerations
were united with the particular view of
Christians under the jurisdiction of the
Pope of Rome who felt that authentic
Christian unity could be attained only by
adherence to the See of Rome. This led
to the Union of Berestya in 1596, a
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CedAToro. Xo4 tpeba 3ayBaxuTu, WO LS
noAis Takm npuHecsa n rno3nTUBHI
HacMiAKM yKpPaiHCbKUM XpuUcTusiHaMm (sik
Hanp. ocobnmMBMit AOCBIA AOCATHEHHS
€AHOCTI B Pi3HOMaHITHOCTI, K TaKOX
Ba)X/IMBi KOHTAKTM 3 AyMKaMu 3axoay)
npausi npaBocnaBHux Jywnactupis 6yna
AyXe CKagHow. BoHU X mycinu
BULLYKYBaTW CaMe HalKpalle B CBOiN
cnagwmHi, wob BignoBiAaTM Ha arpecmBHe
HaMaraHHsa NpUEAHYBATU iXHi MacTeu A0
cebe 3i CTOpoHU XPUCTUSH iHWOro ctaga.

lMpaBocnaBHi TBEPAATb, LLO TakKu € TiNIbKKU
ogHe Ctago i OaunH Mactup, Nocnoab Halw
Icyc Xpucroc. Lle nepekoHaHHSs BTifleHe B
HaLi eBXapuCTiNHIN eknesionorii, saka
BM3HAaE, WO BCA LlepkBa NOBHICTHO
NMPUCYTHS B KOXHIi pomMagi, ae
3BepLyOTb EBXapUCTIIO MiA OYONEHHAM
€nmnckona abo 1oro npeacraBHUKA,
CesweHunKa. €EaHIcTb LlepkBu BUSBNSETbCS
TUM, WO Len Ennckon — y cConpnyacTio 30
BCiMa iHWMMN €Ennckonamu Llepkseu
XpUCTOBOI.

®eopocin Hapoameca B 1630-nx pokax y
noAinbCcbKin rybepHii CBaweHnKy MuUknTi i
OPYXMWHi oro Mapii, 3i wnsaxeTcbkoi
poaunHu Yravubkux. BiH BU3Hauyascs
rapsidoto Ta wupoto nobos’to go bora i go
Woro Liepkeu. Sk nepeBaxHo 6yBasno 3i
cuHaMm CBSLLEHUKIB, MOro TexX nocnanu
yunTucs Ha CBaweHuka. Y noro sMnaaky
ue 6yno B KuiBcbky BpaTcbky Lkony
(Akagemito). PektopoM 6yB Jlazap
BapaHOBMY, KOro BiH MOTIM 3aMiCTUB, SIK
Apxuennckon YepHirisCbknin. bBynm n iHwWi
CBiTOUI TOAI, K MiX BMKAadavyaMn Tak Mix
CTyAEeHTaMu.

Micnsa 3akiH4eHHsA Moro oceiTn ®eopocis
nocTpuraun B YeHui y cnasHin Kneso-
MeuepcbkKil JlaBpi 3 iMeHeM cniB-
OCHOBHUKa ii, MNMpen. ®eonocia Kneso-
Meuepcbkoro. lMicnsg BUCBATU B CaH
IepomoHaxa BiH cTaB IryMeHOM AaBHbLOIMO
CedATO-Muxanniscbkoro Bugybuubkoro
MoHactnps B Kuesi (B p. 1664-my).
MoHacTup npousiTas nig Moro NpoBoAOM.
Irymen ®eogocin 3septaB ocobnmey yBary
Ha XOPOBWI CNiB — L0 X Tpagmuito

century before the Saint’s repose.
Although it may be noted that the Union
did ultimately bring some benefits to
Ukrainian Christians (including special
experience of attaining a unity in
diversity as well as important contacts
with the thought of the West), the work
of the Orthodox Shepherds was very
difficult. They were challenged to seek
out the very best in their tradition to
respond to aggressive proselytizing by
Christians of the other fold.

The Orthodox hold that there is
ultimately only one Fold and one
Shepherd, our Blessed Lord Jesus. This
is embodied in our Eucharistic
ecclesiology which sees the Church as
fully present in each community where
the Eucharist is celebrated by a Bishop
or his representative, the Priest. Church
unity is manifest by that Bishop’s being
in communion with all other Bishops of
the Church of Christ.

Theodosius was born in the 1630’s in
the Podillia province to the Priest Mykyta
and his wife Maria, of the noble
Uhlyts’kyy family. He distinguished
himself by a fervent and sincere love of
God and His Church. As was customary
for the sons of priests, he was sent to be
educated in the same vocation as his
father. In his case this was the Kyiv
Brotherhood School (Academy). Lazar
Baranovych, whom he later succeeded
as Archbishop of Chernihiv was

rector. There were other luminaries
among the instructors as well as among
his fellow students.

After his education was completed,
Theodosius was tonsured a Monk at the
renowned Monastery (Lavra) of the
Caves in Kyiv, receiving the name of its
co-founder, St. Theodosius of the Kyiv
Caves. After ordination to the Priesthood
he eventually became IThumen (Abbot)
of the ancient St. Michael’s Vydubychi
Monastery in Kyiv (in 1664). It
flourished under his leadership. Abbot
Theodosius paid special attention to




npoBaauTb MoHacTup i A0 HUHI.

AckeTuyHi noasurn ®eonocid
nigcuniosBanucsa notpeboto 3axuwaTncs
Bi4 3aKuAiB MosiTUYHOro Ta
6orocnoBcbKoro xapakrtepy. Ta BiH
3ax0BYyBaB CBOIO TigHiCTb, 3406yBaluun
OPYXHICTb Ta noxsany Big NpoBiAHOMO
My>xa LlepkBu B YKpaiHi Apxuenumckona
Nazaps bapaHoBuYa, 9KMM gaB MOMy TaKy
BMCOKO NMOXBaJsibHY OLiHKY: «OBeuka
cTaga XpUCTOBOro, iIKMn HaB4Yae
CMUPEHHICTIO».

OToX i He AMBYE Te, WO KO
Apxuenunckona Jlazapsa HasHaumnm
Mictobntoctutenem Kuiscbkoi Mutpononii
To BiH o6bpaB CB. ®eopocis 6yTn cBoiM
HaMiCHUKOM, K ApXMeEnunckon
YepHiriscbkuii. byno ue B p. 1692-my,
TO6TO Nuwe 3a 4 pokn Nepes YNoKOEHHSAM
Cs. ®eopocis. Moro cnyxiHHa 6yno
KOpoTKOTpuBane ane nocunbHe. Konu BiH
Big4yB HabnmxxeHHs CBOro Bigxoay BiA
3EeMHOro CNyXiHHS, TO BiH BU6pas iHWOro
OYXOBHOro ceiToya IBaHa MakcMMoOBMUa,
akoro Nocnoab 6yB BUAiIKYBaB 3a MOro
3acTynHMUTBOM, WO6 nepebpas noro
Micue K ApXMENUCKON.

Mouli Cs. ®eopocis 6ynn HETAIHHUMUN 1
YyAOTBOPHUMMU i Oro npocnasnamn CBATUM
y p. 1896-My, yepes aBa CcToNiTTA nNicns
Moro ynoko€eHHs. Konun 6onbluieBnkn
3axonunn Bnaay B YKpaiHi TO BOHU B CBOIN
6opoTbbi NpoTn penirii goBenun o
HacMNbHOro 3axornaeHHs Moro Mowen 3
Cobopy B CBATO-Bopuco-Inibiscbkomy
MoHacTupi B YepHirosi 4o My3elo aTeizMy
B JleHiHrpaai (CaHkT-lMeTebyp3i).ToAilwHiN
€nunckon, MNMaxoMmiii, MyciB BUKOHATK CYMHY
cnpaBy BMHeECEHHS Molen i 3HiMaHHA 3
Hux Pn3. Ta nnaHu 6e360xHMKIB 6ynn
6e3nnigHnMM 60 X BMHaWWAKU, WwWo Mouli
AIACHO - HeTNiHHI a Bipyloui Takn
3Haxo4uIn MOXNMBICTb Yac Big yacy
noYnUTYBaTU iX HaBIiTb cepen aTeiCTUYHUX
eKcrnoHariB.

Micna ynagky pagasHCbKOi iMnepii Mouwi
Cs. ®eogocia nosepHynu B YepHiris, ge
BOHW CMOKINHO cno4unBatoTb y CeaTO-

Church choral singing — a tradition that
this Monastery continues to this day.

Theodosius’ ascetic struggles were
rendered the greater by accusations of a
political as well as theological nature. He
maintained his integrity, gaining the
friendship and admiration of the
prominent churchman, Archbishop Lazar
Baranovych, who gave him the highly
approving epithet: “A sheep of the flock
of Christ, teaching by humility”.

Thus it was no surprise that, when
Archbishop Lazar was made the “locum
tenens” of the Kyiv Metropolia, he chose
St. Theodosius to be his successor as
Archbishop of Chernihiv. This was in
1692 just four years prior to Theodosius’
repose in the Lord. His work was brief
but intensive. Sensing that his departure
from earthly service was approaching,
the Saint chose another spiritual
luminary, John Maksymovych, whom the
Lord had healed by his prayers, to
replace him as Archbishop.

St. Theodosius’ relics proved to be
incorruptible and miracle-working and
he was canonized in 1896, two centuries
after his repose. When the Bolsheviks
seized power in Ukraine, their anti-
religious efforts included the removal of
his Relics from their resting place in the
Cathedral in the Sts. Borys and Hlib
Monastery in Chernihiv to a museum in
Leningrad (St. Petersburg) promoting
atheism. The Bishop of the time,
Pachomius, had to do the sad work of
removing the relics and taking off the
Saints’ vestments. The atheists’ plan did
not bear fruit, however, for the Relics
were found to be truly incorrupt - and
were so declared, and believers would
sneak in and venerate them even in the
midst of the anti-religious displays.

After the fall of the Soviet empire, St.
Theodosius’ relics were returned to
Chernihiv where they repose peacefully
in the Holy Trinity Pro-Cathedral
(Sobor). He is considered to be an




Tpoiubkomy Cobopi. Moro BBaxatoTb
HaZiMHWUM 3aCTYNMHUKOM AN CTpa)kaatoumx
Big paky, a nicna YopHobunbCbKoi aBapii i
Bi 3axXBOpPOBaHHSA Big paaiauii.
YKpaiHcbke [MpaBocnaBHe [JyXOBEHCTBO
3aBXAM NOMUHAE NOro Ha MNpockomigii
nepen boxectBeHHOW JliTyprieto Ta B 4aci
MOCUIbHOIO NPOXaHHA Ha YTpeHi.

Hexalh uen cMmmnpeHHuin Ceateub
JornoMarae HaM CMMPEHHO NpautoBaTh 3
FocnooM y BCiX 3aBAaHHSX Ta BUKIMKaX
HaLOro 0CO6UCTOr0 3€MHOr0 CNYXiHHS.

effective intercessor for those suffering
from cancer and, after the Chornobyl’
disaster, from radiation sickness.
Ukrainian Orthodox clergy always
commemorate him in the Proskomidia at
the beginning of Divine Liturgy as well
as in the great intercession in the
service of Matins.

May this humble Saint help us to humbly
work with the Lord in all the tasks and
challenges of our own earthly ministry.
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