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“Oitn Boxi BTpa4yaloTb CBOE XUTTA, ane
cnacarTb cBor ayuwy.” (O-p MNaponba
Bynbc)

£ yacTo novnHa po3gymMyBaHHA Hag
XNUTTAM CBATOrO LMTATON Bifl TOrO X
YrogHuka Boxoro, Npo koTporo nuwy. Ta
XO4 SIK He cTapaBCs Taku He MIr 3HaNUTu
XOOHOI uMTaTK, Ky 6 MoxHa npunmcaTu
CeaTomy, sikoro NpaBocnaBHa Llepksa
nomMunHae 3-ro BepecHs (ue - 21-ro cepnHs
3a toniaHcbkum kaneHgapem): Ce. dages,
AnocTtona 3i CimgecaTtu.

OpaHa 3 Npu4yrH Ang Uuboro, MOXIMBo, Ta,
LLIO BENUKa YactnHa XpUCTUAHCBKOT CiM’i
TBEPAUTb, O NOro Hikonn He Byno Ha
ceiTi! KaxyTb, wo BiH i CB. Anocton tOga i3
ABaHaguaTtn (19-ro 4YepBHA/2-ro NUMNHSA -
MpO SIKOro s TAKOX NUCaB: OCb TYT) — OAHA i

“God's children lose their life but save
their souls.” (Dr. Harold Buls)

| often introduce a meditation on the life of
a Saint with a quote from the particular
Servant of God who is the subject of the
meditation. Try as | might, however, |
could find no quotation to attribute to the
Saint whom the Orthodox Church
commemorates on September 3 (which is
August 21 on the Julian Calendar): St.
Thaddeus, Apostle of the Seventy.

One reason for this may be that a large
part of the Christian family maintains that
he actually did not exist and so there are
no quotations to be found! They maintain
that he and the Holy Apostle Jude of the
Twelve (June 19/July 2 - about whom |
have also written: see) are actually one
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Ta cama ocoba. Lle 6yno 6 Benukoto 4ecTio
i BXXMBMM BUMNPABIEHHAM MOMUIKN, SKLLO
6 BOHO AincHO Tak 6yno. OgHak LepKOBHUIA
icTopuk €BceBin Kecapincbkuii (275-

339) Bigpi3Hsie CB. Pages 3i CimgecaTtu Big
AnocTtona KOgu, SiKkoro TakoxX Ha3uBanm
dapeem (a 10 1 JleBiem), W06 8iOpiIsHUMU
roro Big iHworo KOan 3 [iBaHagusatn — KOgu
IckapioTa, sikmi 3pagme locnoaa.

Lle x He »xogHa YecTb - ByTK cnucaHum 4o
TUX, SIKi HiKONK He icHyBanu. Ta 3 gpyroi
CTOPOHMU, sk nuwe [-p MNaponea bynec,
BU3HAYHWI NIOTEPAHCLKUIA MiCiOHep-
AywnacTmp, SKOro AeHb HapOXKEHHS: 4-ro
ciuHsa (1920) cniBnagae 3i CBATKYBaAHHAM
Cobopy Ceatux CimgecaTtn Anocrtonis (gns
TUX, O CBATKYHOTb 3@ HJliaHChKNM
KaneHgapem, ue — 17-ro ciyHs Ha
rpuropistHcekomy): “boxi gitu BTpavaroTb
CBOE XUTTSA, ane crnacarTb CBOI AyLly”.
Lle — oro posgymMmyBaHHS Hag BipLeM Big
E€sanrenii Ce. MartBist 16:25 (ocb TyT
aHrNINCbKOoL0).

Topai konwn icTopuku 3axigHux Llepkos
BiKMOATb OOCTOBIPHICTL OyOb SIKO20
cnucka imeH umx CimpgecaTtn CBaTux
AnocTtoniB, sikux 3ragye €BaHrenis Big CB..
JNykn (10:1-20) 6e3 *ogHWX iMeH,
lMpaBocnasHa Llepkea 3 noBaroto
Hanonsrae Ha Tomy, LWob xHi imeHa Bynu
3aBnucaHi B LlepkoBHOMY KaneHaapi, i Ha
LUbOMY TpaauuinHomy cnucky im’a Cs.
dapges 3anmae BocbMe Micue. Cnncok
npunucyoTb CB. [lopodeto Tupcbkomy
(npnbnunsHo 255-362), yumtenesi €BceBis,
SIKOro 3aMy4umnm No Hakaay Imnepartopa
tOniaHa BigcTynHuk y Biui 107 niT!

HagiTb skwo ui asa Otui LlepkBu npasi a
Ni3HiLWi HayKOBLi NOMUNSAOTLCS, BCE OHO
us Bigmoa Ce. ®ageeBi BigMiHHOCTI Bif,
cnasHoro Cs. Oaun (Pages) 3 iBaHaguatu
He cripaBnsie XoaHoI Tpareii 3 TOUKn 30py
LlapcTtea boxoro. Lle 6 6yno npocto
4YeproBoo XepTBO paan uboro LlapcTea.
Boxi aitv He HanonaraTb Ha TOMy, LWOG iX
nam’aTanu Ti, ki NpOXMBatOTb MicnA HUX, a
BXE aX HisIK He 3a Te, Lo BOHWU Bynn Haye
0 TO CBATMMM 1 JOCKOHANMMU, 60 X , K
kaszaB An. MaBno, BOHK cebe BBaXaloTb

and the same person. This would be a
great honour and an important correction
if it were in fact the case. However, the
Church Historian Eusebius of Caesarea
(275-339) distinguishes St. Thaddeus of
the Seventy from the Apostle Jude, who
was also called Thaddeus (and even Levi
or Lebbaeus) to distinguish him from the
other Jude of the Twelve — Judas Iscariot
— who betrayed the Lord.

It is certainly no honour to be relegated to
oblivion! On the other hand, as noted by
Dr. Harold Buls, the noted Lutheran
missionary Pastor, whose birthday
January 4 (1920), coincides with the
celebration of the Synaxis of the Seventy
Holy Apostles (those observing the Julian
Calendar celebrate it on January 17
Gregorian Calendar): “God's children lose
their lives but save their souls”. He was
commenting on Matthew 16:25 (click
here).

Whereas historians of the Churches of the
West deny the validity and accuracy of
any list of these Seventy Apostles - who
are mentioned without any nhames in the
Gospel of St. Luke (10:1-20) - the
Orthodox Church respectfully insists on
listing their names in the Church
Calendar, and St. Thaddeus is eighth on
this traditional list. The list itself is
attributed to St. Dorotheus of Tyre (ca.
255-362), Eusebius’ teacher, who was
martyred at the behest of the emperor
Julian the Apostate at the age of 107
years!

Even if these two Church Fathers are right
and the later scholars are wrong, this
denial to St. Thaddeus of being distinct
from the illustrious St. Jude (Thaddeus) of
the Twelve is no tragedy from the
perspective of the Kingdom. This would
simply be one more sacrifice for the
Kingdom. God’s children do not insist on
being remembered by those who survive
them — especially not for their sanctity and
perfection, for they see themselves, in the
words of St. Paul, as “first among sinners”
(I Timothy 1:15). It is enough that God
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“nepwmmmn Mix rpiwHnMK” (I Tumodis
1:15). Buctap4ae Te, Wwob npo Hux
nam’'atas bor!

OpaHak ToMy Lo MU BNEBHEHI B TOMY, LLO
locnogb nam’sitae Npo cBoiX, a Llepksa —
ue Moro HesicTa, npaBoCnaBHi He crilaTtb
“‘ounwiat” LiepkoBHuUI kaneHaap Big Tux,
AKi MOXXe nonanu 4o HbOro Yepes MACbKY
nomMunky. Haenaku y LbomMy BMNaaky mMu
HeHaye BonieMo (5K, 30aeTbcsa Mycinm 6 yci
XPUCTUSHN) MOMUNATUCS MO CTOPOHI
LWeapocTi paLle HixX Mo CTOPOHI CyBOPOCTI,
XO4 LM Xe PU3MKYEMO, L0 Hac
yBaXaTUMyTb HAOQTO TpaguUinHUMK Ta
HEHayKOBUMMW.

Ak 6yBae 3 TMMW, LLO 3HAXOAATLCA Y
LlepkoBHOMY KaneHaapi, icHye “2Kumie” Cs.
dapged i3 CimagecaTtun. Y HbOMy YNTAEMO, LLIO
BiH OYB €BPENCHKOro MNOXOAXKEHHS Ta LLO
HapoamBCs B cupincbkomy MicTi Egeca -
cborogHi ue M. CaHntopda B TypeydumHi.
(Mix iHW1M iM'a “©Pagen” moxe GyTn
3rerieHisoBaHolo opmoto imeHi “t0aa”.)
Bigsigysaui uboro micta nobavyatbe MeveTb
(noBynoBaHy Ha MicLi KONULWHBOrO
XpUCTUAHCLKOro Xpamy), Ae Kofmcb MaB
6u 6y HapoguTucs Cs. MNMaTtpiapx Apaam,
ayxoBHu baTtbko XpuctusH, KOgeis,
MycyrnbmaH Ta iHwux. Lle micTo Takox
yBaXkatoTb CTapUHHUM MicTOM Yp 3
6ibninHoro yacy. Y noasip’to MeveTi €
CTaBOMOK i3 CBSILLLEHHUMW pubamu 3rigHo 3
nepegaHHaM, Wwo Himpoa Hamaraecs OyB
cnanutu Tino Aspaama ane bor
nepeTBOpPMB BOrOHb Ha BOAY a BYIMMKM Ha
pnby.

OpgHoro gHs, konu ®agen npmudys y
€pycanum Ha CBATO BiH NOYyB NPOMoBiAb
Cs. IBaHa lNpeaTeyi, ABotopigHoro 6pata
Icyca. Konu Ton oxpecTtuB 1Oro B pidi
WopaaHi, Pageit 3ynuHuBCA B [anecTuHi.
MisHiwe BiH 3ycTpiB Camoro Cnacutens i
ctas Woro yuHem. Mocnoab Bubpas 1oro
Oyt ogHum 3i CimgecaTtn Anocronis, sIKUX
BMCMaB NnapamMu nNponosigysatv B MicTax
Ta Micudax, SKMx MaB Hamip nposigaTu.

Micna Bo3HeceHHs Tocnoga Ha Hebeca,
Cs. ®apger nponosigyBaB €BaHrenito B
Cupii Ta Meconotamii. BiH paHiwe 6yB y

remembers them.

However, because we are convinced that
the Lord does remember His people, and
the Church is His Bride, the Orthodox do
not hasten to “purify” the Church calendar
of those who may have come into it
through human error. On the contrary we
seem to prefer in this instance (as ought,
in fact, to be normal with Christians) to err
on the side of generosity rather than on
the side of severity, at the risk of
appearing overly traditionalistic and
unscholarly.

As is normal for those on the Church
Calendar there is a Vita (Slavonic -
“Zhytiye”) for St. Thaddeus of the
Seventy. We read that he was of Jewish
descent, and that he was born in the
Syrian city of Edessa, which is modern
Sanliurfa in Turkey. (“Thaddeus” may well
be a Hellenized version of the name
“Judas”, by the way.) Visitors to this city
will see a Mosque (built on the site of an
earlier Christian Temple) which is held to
be the birthplace of the Holy Patriarch
Abraham, the spiritual father of Christians,
Jews, Muslims and others. The city is also
considered to be the Ur of Biblical times.
There is a pool of sacred fish around the
Mosque complex, in keeping with the
tradition that Nimrod tried to burn
Abraham’s body but God turned the fire
into water and the coals into fish.

One day when Thaddeus came to
Jerusalem for a Festival, he heard the
preaching of St. John the Forerunner,
Jesus’ cousin according to the flesh. After
being baptized by him in the Jordan, he
remained in Palestine. He later met the
Saviour Himself and became His follower.
He was chosen by the Lord to be one of
the Seventy Disciples, whom He sentin
pairs to preach in the cities and places He
intended to visit.

After the Ascension of Our Lord to
Heaven, St. Thaddeus preached the good
news in Syria and Mesopotamia. He had
earlier been in his native Edessa and
there converted King Abgar, the people




pigHin Egeci Ha nponosigi i Tam HaBepHYB
uaps Asrapa, Hapog Ta S3UYHULIbKNX
Xepuis 4o Xpucta. Moro nponosiab
cynpoBoKyBanacb 6arateMa yygamm (Npo
SKUX ABrap HanmcaB acupincbKomy
imnepartoposi, Hepcecosi). €BceBin nuLue,
wo Llap Asrap nocnas 6yB nocnaHus go
Cawmoro N'ocnoga Icyca npoxatoun
B3J0POBNEHHA AKOiCb Heayrn. locnoab
Bi4NOBIB NTUCTOM, SIKOrO NPOAMKTYBaB, AK
TaKoX i PyLUHUKOM, Ha SikoMy Bigbue obpas
Ceoro O6nny4sa — BiH e CTaB pKeperiom
3BiCHOT HepykoTBOpHOI IkoHK CesiTOro
O6nuyus. €BceBin nepegae Ui NMMCTU Yy
CBOIN icTOpIi (0QHaK He 3ragye NPo PYLUHUK)
i KONIMCb BOHWU N YMTANUCh Y LLIePKOBHUX
Bianpasax.

Cs. ®agein noceatne CesILLEHWKIB ONs
Enecn i po3bynoBysaB LlepkBy B TOMY
micTi. Voro B LboMy niaTpUMyBasB, siK
nuwyTb aeski XKumis, iHwnn ®agen, KOga
Bpat NocnogHin. Konu Llap Aerap 6axas
BUHaropoautn Cs. ®ages LiHHUMMK
JapyHkamu TO TOW BiAMOBMBCS i NiLLOB
nponosigyBaTu B iHLWI MiCTa HaBepTal4n
BaraTbox A3n4HUKIB Ha Bipy XpucTtosy.

BiH Takox niwoB y micto benpyT, wob Tam
nponosigysaTu i 3acHyBaTu Liepksy. Y
LbOMY X MICTi BiH i BNokoiBcsa B bosi y 44
p. (Micue noro BnokoeHHs — benpyT 3a
cnoe’siHcbKo MiHeeto, a iHWi gxepena
KaXkyTb, LLIO BiH Taku BMNokoiBca B Egeci.
3rigHO 4aBHLOMO BiPMEHCBHKOIo nepesaHHs
CB. ®apgeeBi nicns pisHNX MyK 3HAMN
ronosy 21-ro rpyaHs B perioHi ApTas y poui
50-my).

3a monutBamm Ce. Pages nogan Ham,
"ocnogu, nacky TpyauMTuca BigoaHo ang
Teoro LlapcTBa B Halomy LwogeHHOMY
XWTTIi, Ta OyTK Tepnenvenumun Ta pagicHUMKU
KONnM He Npu3HatoTb Hawwi 3ycmunns — 60 x
ToAdi MM iX AincHo YmHumo ans Nocnoaa, a
He 4ns Toro, wob Hac BLLAHOBYBanu Ta
3BenMyyBanm.

and the pagan priests to Christ. His
preaching was supported by many
miracles (about which Abgar wrote to the
Assyrian emperor, Nerses). Eusebius
writes that King Abgar had sent an
emissary to the Lord Himself to ask for the
healing of an infirmity he had. The Lord
responded with a letter which He dictated
and as well as a napkin on which He
imprinted an image of His Face — a source
of the celebrated Icon of the Holy Face
“Not-Made-by-Hands”. Eusebius
reproduced these letters in his history (he
does not mention the napkin however)
and there was a time when they even
formed part of the Liturgy of the Church.

St. Thaddeus ordained Priests in Edessa
and built up the Church there, supported,
as some hagiographies note, by the other
Thaddeus, Jude, the Brother of the Lord.
When King Abgar wanted to reward St.
Thaddeus with rich gifts, he refused and
went preaching to other cities, converting
many pagans to the Christian Faith.

He also went to the city of Beirut to preach
and founded a church there. It was in this
city that he reposed peacefully in the Lord
in the year 44. (The place of his death is
indicated as Beirut in the Slavonic
“Menaion”, but according to other sources
he died in Edessa. According to an
ancient Armenian tradition, St. Thaddeus,
after various tortures, was beheaded by
the sword on December 21 in the Artaz
region in the year 50).

Through the prayers of His holy Servant
the Apostle Thaddeus, may the Lord grant
us the grace to work selflessly for His
Kingdom in our daily lives and to be
patient and joyful when our efforts are not
recognized — for it is then that we truly do
them for the Lord and not for our own
glory and honour.




