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«Ymuiiteca! O6pa3 bo>knii 6arHomM He
ckBepHite.» (Tapac LLleBYeHKO Yy
TBOpPi «[Apy>XHE€ nocnaHie»

Ha 10-ro 6epe3Hs 3a rpuropiaHCbKunM
kaneHgapem (ue 25-ro nwoToro 3a
IONTi@HCbKMM), MU CBATKYEMO NaM'aATb
CBSATOro, Nno iMeHi skoro npasaonoAibHo
OXpecTunn BeNMKOro rnoeta YkpaiHu
Tapaca LWeBueHka, 60 X BiH HapoaAuBCS
Ha AoeHb nepeg roro CBATOM a NoMep Ha
TOW Xe AeHb 47 pokiB ni3Hiwe. Le -
Ceatutenb Tapacin, MaTtpiapx
KOHCTaHTUHOMNONLCLKUIA.

Cs. Tapacin Hapoauecs (6nmsbko 730 p.) i
BupocTtaB y KoHcTaHTMHoNoni. bys BiH
CMHOM BU3HA4YHOro cyaai i moro poanHa
Mana gobpi 38’a3ku B MicTi. Sk rogmnocs
BiH NoaaBcs B Kap'epy B MUPCHKil
aAMiHicTpauii, B sKili MaB BenuKi ycnixu.
Cras BiH CeHaTOpOM a NOTIM i iMNepCcbKuM
cekpetapem IMnepaTtopy KoHcTaHTUHY VI i
noro matepi, IpeHi.

WMoro nonepeaHuk, nepeaHuk, Cs.
MaTtpiapx MaBno, 6yB Ha SAKUIACb Yac
NMPUXUIbHNKOM iKoHO6opCTBa, TO6TO
HUWeEHHSA IKOH, Wo po3noyaB nonepegHin

“Wash yourselves; do not profane
God’s image with the mud” (Taras
Shevchenko in his “"Druzhnyeye

poslaniye” [“Friendly Epistle”]

On March 10 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is February 25 on the Julian) we
remember a Saint after whom the great
poet of Ukraine Taras Shevchenko was
most likely named as he was born on
the day before his Feastday and died on
that very Feastday, 47 years later. It is
St. Tarasius, Patriarch of
Constantinople.

St. Tarasius was born (about 730) and
raised in Constantinople. He was the son
of a prominent judge and his family was
very well connected in the city. As was
appropriate he embarked on a career in
secular administration which he pursued
with great success. He became a
Senator and even imperial Secretary to
the Emperor Constantine VI and his
mother, Irene.

His predecessor, Patriarch St. Paul, had
for a time embraced iconoclasm, the
doctrine of the smashing of Icons




IMnepaTtop JleB IcaBpsaHUHKN 61n3bKO 726,
HenoBro nepen HapoAXxeHHaM Tapacid. Ta
BiH NOKasiBCSA B LUbOMY, BiAKUHYB Le
BUYEHHS i MNOTIM TUXO BiAginwoB y MoHacTup
Ta NpunHAB Benuky Cxumy.

Llapnus IpeHa npuiiHsaaa He3BMYaANHE
pileHHs, wo Micue NaBna 3aliMe
imnepcbkun Cekpetap Tapacii, kuin Ha
Tol yac 6yB MnpsiHuHoM. Tapaciit Heoxoue
NPUIAHAB Le pilleHHS 3@ YMOBOLO, WO
Tpeba IkoHM noBepHyTM A0 Llepkos.

Cknukas Cobop y Lepksi CBATMX
Anoctonie y KoHcTaHTMHONonNi y 786 p.
3rigHo 3 6axaHHAM Tapacis ckpinuTu
BiAHOCUHMU 3i cTapwot LlepkBoto-
CecTtpoto, Pumcbkoto MNaTpiapxieto,
3anpocunu lMNMany AapigHa nocnatu
npeacTaBHUKIB | TOM | BUKOHaB ue. Ta
Cobop posinwoscsa 6e3nagHo, Koau
6yHTiBHI BOSIKM yBipBanucsa Ao Xpamy i
pO3irHanu y4YacHuKiB.

Cobop 3HOBY cknmkanu B 787 p. B MicTi
Hikei (cborogHi ue I3HiK y TypeuuunHi), ae
Bia6byscs MNepwunit BceneHcbkuin Cobop.
Llein »xe Cobop, CboMuii BceneHcbkui
Cobop, nig oroneHHsam Cs. Tapacis,
3acyamB epecb ikoHobopcTBa | dopManbHO
CXBasiUB WaHyBaHHSA IKOH. TakuM YMHOM
niogTBEPAMNN ICTOPUYHY AINCHICTb
BorosTineHHs, 60 X HarosoCMau, WO
BboxectBeHHe Cnoso, Apyra Ocoba
MpeceaToi Tponui, Icyc 3 JlazapeTy,
NMPUNHSB MaTepito LbOro CeiTy, Wob
cTBopuTK TiNo, i TakKUM YUMHOM HasaBXAau
HafaBs iHWe 3Ha4diHHA MaTepii — BOHa X
CcTana AyXOHOCHOl, a Tob6To 1 rigHow
€lHATU CTBOPiIHHA 3 TBOpLUEM..

Uun 6yB Lel BaXMBMIN BKNa4 NOro
HebecHoro MokposuTtens, Tapacis
KOHCTaHTUHOMO/IbCbKOro, COHYKOK
Tapaca LLleBueHKO 3aknukaTun cBoix 6paris
i cecTep yKpaiHUiB, «MepTBUX, XUBUX i
HEHapPOAXEeHUX»: «Ymurtecs! Obpa3
boxxusi 6arHom He ckBepHiTe»? CrnpaBai
obuasa ui Myxi NposBASaM CNOoBaMu Ta
AinamMu BupiwanbHe BUYeHHS LlepkBu npo
Te, WO Ntoamn CTBOpeHi Ha obpas3 boxuii i
MOKJIMKaHI 3pocTaTtu B nodibHocCTi Ao
Hboro. To6To, wo boxuin gap Ham — Te
4MM MM €, a Haw aap Momy - Te, unum mMu
3a gonomoroto Moro BnaroaaTi ctaemo, 60

introduced by a previous Emperor, Leo
the Isaurian about 726, just before
Tarasius’ birth. However he repented of
this and renounced the doctrine and
then quietly retired to a monastery,
taking the great Schema.

The Empress Irene made the unusual
decision that Paul would be succeeded
by the imperial Secretary, Tarasius, who
was then a layman. Tarasius reluctantly
accepted with the condition that the
Icons must be restored to the Churches.

A Council was called in the Church of the
Holy Apostles in Constantinople in 786.
In keeping with Patriarch Tarasius’
desire to strengthen relations with the
elder sister Church, the Patriarchate of
Rome, Pope Hadrian was invited to send
representatives and he did so. However
the Council broke up in disarray when
mutinous soldiers burst into the Church
and dispersed the delegates.

The Council was re-convened in the city
of Nicea (today Iznik in Turkey) in 787,
the site of the First Ecumenical Council.
This Council, which is the Seventh
Ecumenical Council, presided over by St.
Tarasius, condemned the heresy of
iconoclasm and formally endorsed the
veneration of Icons. This was a
confirmation of the historical reality of
the Incarnation, since the Divine Logos,
the Second Person of the Trinity, Jesus
of Nazareth, was proclaimed to have
taken the matter of this world to form a
body, thereby changing forever the
significance of matter — making it spirit-
bearing and thus worthy of linking the
creation with the Creator.

Was it this important contribution of his
Patron Saint, Tarasius of Constantinople
that led Taras Shevchenko to exhort his
fellow Ukrainians, “those dead, those
living and those yet unborn”, to ““Wash
yourselves; do not profane God’s image
with the mud”? In fact both men
proclaimed, by their words and actions,
the crucial doctrine of the Church that
humans are created in the image of God
and are called to grow in His likeness. In
other words, that God’s gift to us is what




X Hawa cnisnpaus 3 Moro bnarogatTio
HeobxigHa ANns uboro.

MaTpiapx Tapacii TpuMaB CBi MOCT 40
noro cmepTi B 806 p. Yy A€Hb, SIKOFO MU
CBATKYEMO noro CesATo. Ax yepes 36 niT
WwaHyBaHHA IKoH HapewTi nigHecna
Llapnus Teogopa Ha Tpusane CsATO,
TopxecTBo NpaBocnas’a, B Nepwy Heainto
Cs. Benukoro lMocty B 843 p.

Hexan xe 3actynHuutBo CB. Tapacis, aK i
npuknag noro BeNMKOro Teska, Tapaca
LLleByeHKa, CNOHYKYIOTb HaC BUMOBHIOBATU
CBOE NOKNMKAHHSA 6yTn XnUBMMN IKOHaMu
BOXMMK, 9K | NpOrosioWeHo TENOKO HaA
xoaadoro AeaausTte Apyroro Cob6opy
YkpaiHcbkoi [MpaBocnaBHoi Llepksu B
KaHagai. AMiHb.

we are, and what we become, by His
Grace, is our gift to Him since our
cooperation with His Grace is
indispensable for this to be achieved.

Patriarch Tarasius held his post until his
death in 806, on the day which is
celebrated as his Feastday. It was
another 36 years before the veneration
of Icons was finally elevated to a lasting
celebration on the First Sunday of the
Great Fast by the Empress Theodora in
843.

May the intercession of St. Tarasius, as
well as the example of his great
namesake Taras Shevchenko, inspire us
to fulfil our vocation to be living Icons of
God, which has been proclaimed as the
theme of the upcoming Twenty-Second
Sobor of the Urkainian Orthodox Church
of Canada. Amen.




