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St. Spyridon of Tremithus

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kyraw

kutash@unicorne.org

“ABuBca Tn, Ak 6opeub Ha lNMepliomy
Cob6opi, i ax YyaorBopeu, BoroHocue
OTtye Haw, CnupuaoHe.” (YpuBok
Tponaps)

[eHb, konn XpUCTUsaHMU, WO NpasHyloTb 3a
rPUropiaHCbKNUM KaneHaapem, CBATKYOTb
PisaBo, 25-ro rpyaHs, Bignosigae 12-my
rPYAHIO 3a toNiaHCbKUM. Y TOW Xe AeHb Mn
npasHyemMo Nam’aTb HaA3BMYANHOIO
YrogHuka Boxoro, sikun 6ys apyrom Cs.
Mukonas, Ta AKMA TakoX TiCHO NoB’A3aHui 3
UMM CBATKOBMM 4acoM, KOSn Jal0Tb
nogapyHku. BiH - Cs. CnnpunaoH
YynoTBopeupb, €nuckon TpumMnudyHTCbKUA.

MogidHo Ce. Mukonato BiH Takox 6yB
y4yacHukom [lMepLuoro BeceneHcbkoro
Cobopy, wo Bigdyscs B Hikei 325-ro p., i
Bnunckyye o6opoHsaB BUEHHSA Npo MpecsaTy
Tponuto. o cBoix cnie, HaTXHeHuX CB.
[yxowm, BiH 4oAaB e 1 YyaecHy 03Haky (i
HaBiTb (pinocod-a3MYHNK HaBEPHYBCS),

“You were revealed as a champion of
the First Council and a wonderworker,
our God-bearing father Spyridon.”
(From the Troparion)

The day that Christians who follow the
Gregorian Calendar celebrate Christmas,
December 25, corresponds to December
12 on the Julian Calendar, and it is a day
for celebrating a remarkable Saint who
was a friend of St. Nicholas, and whose
memory is also closely linked with the
time of giving gifts. It is St. Spyridon the
Wonderworker, Bishop of Tremithus
(sometimes roughly transliterated from
the Greek as “Trimythous”).

Like St. Nicholas Spyridon attended the
First Ecumenical Council in Nicea in 325
and brilliantly defended the truth of the
Trinity. Besides his Spirit-inspired words
he also showed a miraculous sign (and
even a pagan philosopher was
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NPOSIBISAOYMN €QHICTb B PI3HOMAHITHOCTI, 9K
NPOronowyTe XpUCTUAHN. Y TOM Yac
yBaxkanu, Lo uernu cknagartbes 3 3-0X
€IeMEeHTIB: BOrHI0, 3eMrli Ta BoAN.
lMpomoBnAYKn Npo icTuHoro TpueanHoro
Bora, CnvpuaoH nigHic uerny i 3 Hel
BMCKO4YMB BOrOHb a 3-NiA, Hel noTekna BoAMW.

BiH Takox aaB 4YyoecHUi gap 30510TuX
MOHeTIB 6igHoMy xnibopoboBi, Ak MyciB
AaTtn 3actasy baravy, wob HabyTu B 110ro
30ixokst ang cisdwu. MNpu ubomy CB.
CnvpunaoH Haka3aB MoOMY NMOBEPHYTU TaKy X
CYMY, KOMnW CTaHe 3aMOXHiLwnn. Yonosik
npuragae cobi NOro crioBa i eBEHTyanbHO
BigHIC nomMy 30n0T0. Konu BiH LWe OnBMBCS,
CATeub NONOXMB 30510TO HA 3EM0 | BOHO
3HOBY MOBEPHYoCcs B (hopMy 3Mid, AKUIN
nonoB3 Ha3ag y Hopy B cagi C..
CnupungoHa. BnacHo 4epes ue 4yao
3BepTatoTbes Ao Ce. CnnpuaoHa Ti, ki
BMHHI KOMYCb rpoLui, o6 gonomir BiggaTtu
iX.

Cs. CnupnaoH HapoauBCs Ha OCTPOBI
Kunpi. BaTtbkn 6ynu npocTi noan a BiH 6yB
nactyxom. BiH ogpyxuscs i maB 4itu, ane B
BiHOCHO paHHbOMY BiLli noBAoBiB. Bubpanu
noro Ha €nuckona TpumudgyHTa, wo 6yno
rofioBHMM MICTOM Ha OCTPOBi Ha TOW 4ac, a
CbOroAHi BOHO — Mare rpeubke ceno
Tpumidyca (iM’a noxoauTub Bif
TEPNEHTUHOBMX AEPEB — MO rpeLbKoMy 1X
3BYTb «TpeMidisa» - akmx Konucob Byno TyT
6araTto). BiH npogosxyBaB NunbHyBaTh
oTapwv i 06pobnaTu 3emnto i Byayun
EMMUCKOMOM.

OgHoro pasy, konu Cs. CnvpmaoH
BIOryKHYBCS Ha 3anpolleHHs npubyTtn o
LapcbKoro ABopy (BiH e 6yB y300pOBUB
IMnepaTopa KoHcTaHLUisa Big BaXKol Heayrn
CBOEI0 MOMUTBOLD), TO OOUH BOSK
NOMUIMBCA AyMalouu, Lo BiH Xebpak Yyepes
noro Bbory ogexy, i Baapus noro. A
CMUPEHHUN MyX BoXui NokipHO noBepHyB
MNoMY i ApYry LLOKY.

CnmpuaoH ynokoiscs B bosi B p. 348-my, a
MOLLi MOro HEeTNiHHI AOHWHI. TakuMun BOHU
sictanucs yepes ctoniTta, a B Moro CesAto
0OHOCATL iX CBATOYHOI NPOLECIED Yepes
Bynuui octposa Kopduy, Lo 3HaxoauTbea

converted), demonstrating unity in
diversity, as proclaimed by Christians. At
the time it was held that bricks were
composed of three elements: fire, earth
and water. As Spyridon proclaimed the
truth of the Triune God, he held up a brick
and fire shot up from it, while water
gushed out from underneath.

He also gave a miraculous gift of gold
pieces to a poor man as security to a rich
landowner in return for grain so he could
sow it and get a harvest. St. Spiridon told
the man that he must return the same
amount when his situation improved. The
man did well and, remembering his
benefactor’s request, brought back the
same amount he had received. As he
watched, St. Spiridon put the gold down
on the ground and it turned back into a
snake and crawled into a hole in the
Saint’s garden. (Because of this miracle
St. Spiridon is invoked for help by those
struggling with debt in their lives).

St. Spyridon was born in Cyprus of simple
peasants and was a shepherd. He
married and had children, but became a
widower at an early age. He was elected
Bishop of Tremithus, which at the time
was a major city on the island, surviving
today as a Greek village called
Trimithousa (the name comes from the
many terebinth trees — in Greek
“tremithia” - that used to grow in the area
in profusion). He continued to tend flocks
and till the land even as a Bishop.

Once, when Bishop Spyridon responded
to an invitation to come to the Imperial
court (he had healed the Emperor
Constans of a grave illness by his prayer),
a soldier mistook him for a beggar
because of his shabby clothes and struck
him a blow, whereupon the humble man
of God meekly turned the other cheek.

Spyridon reposed in the Lord in 348 and
his relics remain incorrupt. They have
remained so for many centuries and
every year on his Feastday are carried in
solemn triumph through the streets of
Kerkyra (Corfu) just off the western coast




Onmn3bko 3axigHboro nodepexcks IMpeuii.

Cs. CnMpnaoH [isinbHUN | CbOrogHi. BiH -
OOVH 3 «MaHapyto4mx CeaTux» (AK i CB.
[ioHicin 3 ocTpoBa 3akiHda, SKoro nam’sitb
caTkyemo 17/30 rpyaHs). LLlopoky MycaTb
MiHSTW LLOBKOBi caHaarni Ha Noro Horax,
TOMY LLO BOHM BUTUPAOTLCA Yepes horo
MaHOpW MO OCTPOBI, WO6 TUXO YNHUTU
npauto NocnogHto!

Yepes Monnten Ceatoro TBoro
cMmupeHHoro CnupungoHa, Mocnogu, HaBun
Hac ynoBaTu NOcTiNHO Ha Tebe y BCiX CBOIX
notpebax i weapo posgasatu 6araTtcTBo,
kUM Tu KOXXHOro gHs ob6gapoByeLl Hac!

of Greece.

St. Spiridon remains very active to this
day. He is one of several “walking saints”
(as is St. Dionysius of Zakynthos —
commemorated December 17/30) - the
silk sandals on his feet have to be
replaced every year, as they miraculously
become worn out from his promenades
around the island to unobtrusively do the
work of the Lord!

Through the prayers of your Saint, the
humble Spyridon, Lord, teach us to rely
upon You for all of our needs and to
generously give of the beneficence with
which You shower us each day.
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