Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
Ykpaincoka IlpaBociaBHa IlepkBa B Kanajni

L'Eglise orthodoxe ukrainienne du Canada

Home Page | Listing of Articles

CB. Pagpain, Ennckon
bpyknnHa

St. Raphael of Brooklyn

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«Papyicsa, OTtue Padaine, npukpaco
CeaToi LlepkBu!..CuHny AHTiOXIii,

noxsasio AMepuku...» (3 Tponapsa C..

Padpainy BpyK/IMHCbKOMY)

Ha 27-ro noToro 3a rpuropissHCbKuM
KaneHgapem, Wwo signosigac 14-my
JIIOTOMY 3a 0/iSHCbKMM, MU CBATKYEMO
nam'atb YrogHunka boxoro 20-ro cronitra
i3 NMaTpiapxii AHTioXincbKoi, Wwo 3506yBas
ocBiTy B KueBi, Ta CBOIMW TpyAaMu
no6,1arocnoBMB MiX iHWKM i YKpaiHCbKY
lMpasocnasHy NpoMany B MoHpeani B
Keebeky. Lle - CB. Padain (laBasiHi),
€nunckon bpyknunHa, YactmHa Molue
SIKOro 3HaAX0AATbCA B AHTIOXINCBKIN
Llepksi CB. lOpisg B MoHpeani.

Cs. Padain Hapoauscs 20-ro nncronaga
1860 p. B BeiipyTi B JInBaHi. Moro 6aTbku
Ha3uBanucsa Muxain tTa Mapism (goyka
CesuweHuka). BoHn 6ynu BTikayamm o
BelipyTy 3 [lamacky Ha NeBHWN 4ac 4yepes

“Rejoice, O Father Raphael,
Adornment of the Holy Churchl...
Son of Antioch, boast of America...”
(From the Troparion to St. Raphael
of Brooklyn)

On February 27 on the Gregorian
Calendar, which is February 14 on the
Julian, we celebrate the memory of a
20th century Saint from the Patriarchate
of Antioch, who received part of his
education in Kyiv, and whose labours
also brought a blessing to the Ukrainian
Orthodox community of Montreal,
Quebec. It is St. Raphael (Hawaweeny),
Bishop of Brooklyn, a portion of whose
Holy Relics are in St. George Antiochian
Church in Montreal.

St. Raphael was born November 20,
1860, in Beirut, Lebanon. His parents
were Michael and Mariam (the daughter
of a priest). They had fled to Beirut from
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MOCUIEHE MOHIHHS, B SKOMY 3aBepLumnB
CBill 3eMHUN WNFX, SK My4YeHunK, iXHin
Mapox, CB. Mocun (MyraHHa An-Taaaa).
BoHu nosepHynucb Ao Jamacky nicng
XpelweHHS iXHbOro CMHa, SKOMY Aanu iMm’s
Padna.

Padna 6yB cTapaHHUM y4HeM i oro, nicns
3aKiHYEeHHS NOYaTKOBOI KON, NPUNHSAB
AHTiOXiicbknii MaTpispx Epoden BUMTUCS
Ha CBsleHnKa. Moro noctpuram B YeHu; i
BiH NPOAOBXXYBaB HaBYaHHS B
Borocnoscbkin LLkoni
KOHCTaHTHMHOMOMbCbKOI MaTpiapxii Ha
ocTposi Xanki. (CtapatloTbCs 3HOBY
BiAKPUTK L0 WKONY Nicng ii 3aKpuUTTS
Bnagot TypeuunHu B 1971 p.). B o.
Padaina susBunace cnpara 3506ytm
6inbwe 3HaHHS | BiH oTpuMaB
6narocnoseHHs HacTynHoro MaTtpisapxa,
epacuMa, 3aBepwNTU acnipaHTypy B
Borocnoecbkin Akagemii B Knesi B YkpaiHi,
B TOZILWHIN Pocincobkin Imnepii.

Konu ue HaB4YaHHSA 3akKiHuUMnock MNaTpisapx
epacum npusHaume o. Padaina Ha
CNyXiHHS y LlepkBi AHTiOXiiCbKOI
MaTpiapxii B Mocksi. Konu MNaTtpiapx
epacum ycTynme 3i CBOro nocry, wob
ctatu MNaTpispxoM €EpycannMCbKuUM, TO O.
Padain posnoyvaB KaMnaHito NMcaHHs
cTaTTen Ta INCTIB goMaratoumcb obpaHHs
MicueBoro apabcbkoro KaHgmparta Ha nocT
MaTpispxa AHTioXincbkoro. Lle aoseno o
TOro, o HoBoobpaHun MaTpiapx
CnunpupoH, rpek 3 Kinpy, cycneHaysas
noro. HapewTi oMy A03BONIMB NepenTu
0o LlepkBu Pocincbkoi, i BiH cTaB
npodecopomM B borocnoBcbKih Akaaemii B
KazaHi.

OpHak o. Padain Big4yB NOKNAMKaAHHS
nocnyxutu NpasocnaBHUM XpUCTUSHAM 3
Bnunsbkoro Cxoay, ski emMirpysanu 4o
Amepukn. OTox i npubys Ao Hbio Mopky
Ha 2-ro nucrtonaaa 1895, i Tam noro
NPUIAHAB Y CBOIO EMapxito €nmnckon
Mukonain (3b0poB), ypoaxkeHeub XepCoHY
B YKpaiHi, akuii 6ys MUTponoanTom
Bapwasu A0 CBOro npu3HayeHHs A0
Andacku Ta AneyTtcbknx OCTpoBiB.

0. Padain BctaHoBMB Kanauvuio B

Damascus for a time, to escape an
upsurge of persecution which had
brought about the martyrdom of their
Parish Priest, St. Joseph (Mouhanna Al-
Haddad), and then returned to
Damascus, after baptizing their son,
Rafla.

A diligent student, Rafla was accepted
by Patriarch Hierotheos of Antioch to
study for the priesthood after
completing elementary school. He was
tonsured a monk and pursued further
studies at the Theological School of the
Patriarchate of Constantinople at Halki.
(There are efforts to reopen this School
which was has been closed by the
Turkish authorities since 1971). Ever
thirsty for more knowledge, Fr. Raphael
succeeded in getting the blessing of the
next Patriarch, Gerasimos, to pursue
graduate studies in the Theological
Academy in Kyiv, Ukraine, at that time
part of the Russian Empire.

Upon his completion of these studies, Fr.
Raphael was appointed by Patriarch
Gerasimos to serve in the Antiochian
Patriarchal Church in Moscow. When
Gerasimos resigned his post in order to
become Patriarch of Jerusalem, Fr.
Raphael began a campaign of writing
articles and letters promoting the
election of a native Arabic Patriarch of
Antioch. This led to his suspension by
the newly-elected Patriach Spiridon, a
Greek Cypriot. Eventually he was
permitted to transfer to the Church of
Russia, and he became a professor at
the Theological Academy at Kazan.

However, Fr. Raphael felt a calling to
minister to Orthodox Christians from the
Middle East who had emigrated to
America. He arrived in New York on
November 2, 1895, and was received by
Bishop Nicholas (Ziorov), a native of
Kherson, Ukraine, who had been
Metropolitan of Warsaw until his posting
to Alaska and the Aleutian Islands.

Fr. Raphael soon set up a chapel in
lower Manhattan dedicated to St.




HMXHbOMY MaHreTeHi, sky nocsatms CB.
Mwunkonato Mup-Jlukinicekomy. MNapadis
wemnako 3pocna i B 1902 p. nepeHecnach

no BpyknuHa, ae HacTynHuit €Enuckon, C..

TuxoH (bensasiH), WO Ni3HiWe cTas
MaTpispxom Mockeu, nobnarocnosme
Hapi>XXHMI KaMiHb ans Llepkseu.

Mpaus o. Padaina nomix cBoiMn 6patamm
1 cectpamn 3 bnnsbkoro Cxoay 6yna
AyXe ycniwHot. BoHa Bumarana 6arato
Bipn, Hagii Ta noboBi, a Takox
noAOpPOXKYBaHHSA, BUHAXiANMBOCTI Ta
avnnomarii. Y 1905 p. BiH npubys a0
MoHpeanto i TyT nobiarocnoBuB Micuese
Job6poainHe TosapucTeo MNMpaBocnaBHMX
Cwupinuis. bynu asi rpynu NpaBocnaBHUX
XpuctusiH 3 bamsbkoro Cxoay, ski 6axanu
maTu LlepkBy. O6uasi Manu cBoiM
Mokposutenem CeB. Mukonas. 3 4acoMm
O0JHa 3 HMX cTana AHTIOXINCbKOIO
MpasocnasHoto Llepkeoto Cs. HOpis, Wwo
3apa3 3HaxoaAuTbCs Ha ByAumui XKaH TanoH.

Opyra 3atpumMana iMm’a CB. Mukonas i
3apa3 3HaxoAuTbCH Ha Bynuui [e
KactenbHo. CB. Padain nobnarocnosus
Hapi>kHMI KaMiHb LlepkBu, siky 36yaysanu
B 1910 p. Ha Bynuui Hotp dam. Toai BiH
yXe cTtaB 6yB nepwmM npaBoCnaBHUM
ENNCKONoM, IKOro XipoOTOHiI3yBanu Ha
aMepukaHcbKin 3emni y TpeTio Heginto
Benukoro MNocty B 1904 p. Bxe Ha TOM
yac BiH TaKOX 3 pajiCTio NpuBiTaB BiCTKY
npo Te, Wo Ha nocrt lMaTpigapxa
AHTiOXiicbkoro obpanun MeneTia (dymaHi)
- nepworo apaba Ha UuboMy NOCTi 3a 168
niT.

LlepkBa CB. Mukonas B MoHpeani 6yna Ta
FpoMapa, aka nb'a3HO NpuiHana
HOBOCTBOpeHY YKpaiHCbKy lMpaBocnaBHy
Mapadito Cs. Codii, konn BOHa
3acHyBanacsa y 1926 p. 3 npuisgom
CesduweHMKa-nioHepa o. Bonognmmpa
Cnto3aps. BoHna v pana obcnyry
peecTpyBaHHA aKkTiB XpelweHHs, BiHyaHHSA
Ta NoxopoHiB ax ao 1931 p., konu
YkpaiHcbka MpaBocnaBHa N'pomaja
HapewTi oTpMMarna CBOK XapTitlo y
Keebeky.

Y 1905 p. Bnaguka Padain nouas
BMAaBaTu odiuiiHMA XypHan «An-

Nicholas of Myra. The Parish grew very
quickly and in 1902 it moved to
Brooklyn, where the next Bishop, St.
Tikhon (Belavin), who later became
Patriarch of Moscow, blessed the
cornerstone for the Church.

Fr. Raphael’s work among his Middle
Eastern Orthodox brothers and sisters
was highly successful. It demanded a
great deal of faith, hope and love as well
as travel, resourcefulness and
diplomacy. In 1905 his travels brought
him to Montreal where he blessed the
local Syrian Orthodox Benevolent
Society. There were two groups of
Orthodox Christians from the Middle
East who wished to a have a Church.
Both had St. Nicholas as their patron. In
time, one of them became St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church, located on
Jean Talon Street.

The other kept the name of St. Nicholas
and is today situated on Rue de
Castelnau. St. Raphael blessed the
cornerstone of the Church built in 1910
on Notre Dame Street. He had by then
become the first Orthodox Bishop
consecrated on American soil, on the
Third Sunday of the Great Fast in 1904.
He had also by then joyfully received the
news of the election of Meletios
(Doumani) to the post of Patriarch of
Antioch, the first native Arab to hold it in
168 years.

It was St. Nicholas Church in Montreal
that graciously hosted the newly-formed
St. Sophie Ukrainian Orthodox Parish
from its inception in 1926 with the
arrival of the pioneer priest, Fr.
Volodymyr Sluzar, and offered its
services of registration of civil status (for
the legal recording of Baptisms,
Marriages and Burials) until 1931, when
the Ukrainian Orthodox Parish finally
obtained its charter in Quebec.

In 1905 Bishop Raphael began
publishing an official magazine, Al-
Kalimat (The Word), which continues to
this day. He also blessed the founding of




Kanimat» («CnoBo»), akoro nybnikyoTb
00 HUWHI. BiH Takox nobnarocnosus
3acHyBaHHA MoHacTtmpsa CB. TuxoHa B
CaBT KeliHaH y MeHcinbBaHii. Ynokoiscs B
Focnogai 27-ro notoro 1915 p. a oro
npocnasuna CeatuMm y TpasHi 2000 p.
NMpaBocnaBHa LlepkBa AMEPUKU Y TOMY X
MoHacTupi 3 yyacTio €papxis,
[yxoBeHcTBa Ta BipHMX AHTIOXiNCbKOI
Apxuenapxii MNiBHiIYHOI AMepukU Ta
peubkoi Apxmnenapxii AMepuKun, K Takox
Llepkeu B lNonbLi. Moro Mouyi 3Haiwnuncs
HETNIHHNMMW.

Hexal csoiMn Monuteu Cs. Padain gani
6narocnosnse NpaBocnaBHuX y MiBHIYHIN
AMepuui, a 3o0KkpeMa CBOiX ynobneHnx
AiTen AHTIOXINCbKOI LlepkBKM, K TaKoX i
Hawy YKpaiHcbKy poMaay B MoHpeanrni.
AMiHb.

St. Tikhon’s Monastery in South Canaan,
Pennsylvania. He reposed in the Lord on
February 27, 1915, and was glorified as
a Saint in May of 2000 by the Orthodox
Church of America at this same
Monastery with the participation of
Hierarchs, Clergy and faithful of the
Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
and the Greek Archdiocese of America
as well as the Church of Poland. His
Relics were found to be incorrupt

May St. Raphael’s intercessory prayers
continue to bless the Orthodox of North
America, especially his beloved children
of the Antiochian Church, as well as our
own Ukrainian community in Montreal.
Amen.




