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"HabyB T BE/IMYHICTIO MOKOPOIO,
6ararcrBo yb6oricrio” (YpnBok
Tponaps CB. Mukonaro).

Ha 19-ro rpyaHs 3a rpuropistHCbKum
KaneHgapem (ue 6-ro rpygHs 3a
FONMISHCBbKMM) MU CBATKYEMO NaM’aTb
OAHOro 3 caMe HamnonyaspHiWKNX NOMiX
CBATUMM — SKOro NpeACTaBHUKIB MU TakK
yacTto 6aummMo B Lel nepen-Pizas’aHun
yac y Buai «Canta Knosis». Lle - CB.
Mukonamn, aKoro iMm’s o3Hadae «nepemora
Hapoay». OnekcaHaep PomaH, Mil
cniBpobiTHMK Ha iHWoOMy BebcanTi npo
MpaBocnas’sa 3 TOUKKU 30py yKpaiHLUs,
Hanwucas AyXe rapHy crtaTTio
(aHrnincbLKo MOBOK) NMPO HbOrO: OCb
TYT. Ta MeHi TakoX HanexuTbcsa 3pobutu
BKNag y npocnaeneHHi Ce. Mukonas, 60 x
uen CeaTU Mae ocobnmee 3HaYiHHS AN
MOEI POAMHU, K MOSICHIO HUXYE.

CnaBHUI WOTNAHACLKUN
nponosiaHuk ApTyp OxoH Focun (1873-
1954) HanucaB: “XTo X ue Hanbinblue
ponomir To6i? Yn He Ti, WO BipKAK B TBIN
noteHuisn? MoXnuBo, WO BXe He 6araTto
Takux 3anuwmnocs. Moxnmeo, Wo cANBO
CrioZiBaHHS BXe roracno, HaBiTb y
HanbinblW APYXHiX Ta AOBIPAMBUX OYax — i

"Your humility exalted you; your
poverty enriched you” (From the
Troparion to St. Nicholas).

On December 19 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is December 6 on the
Julian) we celebrate the memory of one
of the most popular of Saints - whose
representatives we so often see in this
Advent season in the form of “Santa
Claus”. It is St. Nicholas whose name
means “the victory of the people”. Alex
Roman, a fellow-contributor to another
website on Orthodoxy from a Ukrainian
perspective, has written a lovely piece
on him: click here. I, too, am moved to
contribute to the praise of St. Nicholas,
since this Saint has a particular meaning
for my family, as I shall explain.

The great Scottish preacher
Arthur John Gossip (1873-1954) wrote:
“"Who is it that has helped you most?
Has it not been those who believed in
you? Perhaps there may be few such
left. The light of expectation may have
died out of the most friendly and hopeful
eyes; and you yourself may have lost
heart. Ah! but there is still One whose
faith in you has never wavered. And how
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CaM TW BXe CTpaTMB Hagito. Ane Taku e
30CTaBcs XTOCb, SIKOro Bipa B Tebe Hikonu
He 3axuTanacs. 5K xe 4yyaoBo, WO Us
Ocoba - Icyc Xpuctoc!... Xpucrtoc kaxe,
wo B bora 6yna uyaosa Mpisa, konu BiH
Tebe cTBOpUB; KONM BiH Tebe cknaaas,
BiH nepeabayaB nNUWHYy icToTy,- i 4 MOXY
BWKOHATK BCe Te, Wob TV Takn CTaB TUM,
4MM TV MyciB 61 6yTn no Moro soni ” [The
Galilean Accent («lFanunencbkum
AKULEHT»), 1926].

CB. Mukonan YygotBopeub —
nepwuin Ta icropudHmii «CaHta Knos» (um
n «in Mopo3») i € Tielo nuwHo o0cobolo,
siKa cnpasai ctana TMM, YnM XpUCToc
6aumB, Wo BoHa Mycina 6 6ytu. OToueHumn
nereHgaMu Bia caMoro CBOro HapoOAXeHHs,
Mwunkonamn, KaxyTb, BCTaB i NpsAMO CTOSIB Y
XpecTunbHULUI TpU FOAUHN Y YEeCTb
MpecsaToi Tponui, Ta 1 BiAMOBNSBCS BiA
MaMMHOro MosioKa B cepeam Ta N'aTHuui
[0 TOro, Koan BoHa 3 6aTbKOM BiAMOBUN
BedipHi monuTeu!

MoMi>XK HapOAXKEHHSAM Ta BMOKOEHHSAM
Mwunkonas 6yna BenuyesHa KinbKicTb
NMpuKNagiB Moro weapocTu, 1Moro BigBaru
Ta noro ntobosi Ao bora, sAki pscHo
nposBaanucsa ginamm nobosi Ta
Munocepaa 0o 6amxHix. WMoro rnu6oka
BiAAaHICTb [ocnoaeBi HaKIOHANA MOro Ao
yepHe4yoro XuTTd, Ta ocnoab HanpasuB
MOro Takm NOBEpPHYTUCS Y CBIT, A€ BiH
cnyxutume Momy caMme Haiikpalue. Moro
BUCBATUAM Ha ENUcKoNa yepes yyaecHy
O3HaKy, Nicns Toro, K AHresIbCbKuin
lMocnaHeub ckasas TOMy €papXxoBi, WO
LWYyKaB HaCTYMHMKA HOBOCMOYMNOro
Apxuennckona Mup JIMKiNnCbknx, Wo Ta
ocoba, KoTpa nepula BBinge B XpaM Ha
HeginbHe borocnyxiHHA Mae 6yTn borom
npuU3HadeHnM KaHamaaTom. Llieto
nanHow 6ys Mukonai.

CB. Mukonawn BpaTyBaB 6baraTtbox
niogen Big ronoay Ta Big rpixis
CMOHYKaHuMx yboricTio, Konun noguHa, ans
TOro, wob BMXUTU, YNHUTb Aina, Npo AKuX
iHakwe 6 i He ragana. BukoHyBaB BiH Le
weapuMu JapamMmu, SKUX BiH 3aBXAu AaBaB
@HOHIMHO - ane nAN NepeBaxHo
A0BigyBanuncb Npo Te, XTo caMme 6yB iXHiM

wonderful it is that that One should be
Jesus Christ!... It was a wonderful
dream God dreamed, Christ says, when
He created you; it was a stately being
that was in His mind when you were
fashioned; and I can make you all He
meant that you should be” (The Galilean
Accent, 1926).

St. Nicholas the Wonderworker,
the original, and historical, Santa Claus,
is certainly such a stately being, who
has truly become what Christ saw he
should be! Surrounded by legends from
his very birth, Nicholas is said to have
stood upright in the baptismal font for
three hours in honour of the Blessed
Trinity, and to have refused his mother’s
milk on Wednesdays and Fridays, until
she and his father had done their
evening prayers!

In between Nicholas’ birth and his
repose, there were a huge number of
examples of his generosity, his courage
and his love of God, profusely
manifested by acts of love and kindness
to his fellow creatures. His profound
devotion to the Lord led him to seek to
be a monk, but the Lord directed him to
return to the world, where he would
serve Him best. Nicholas was made a
Bishop through a miraculous sign, when
an Angelic Messenger told a Hierarch
seeking a replacement for the previous
Archbishop of Myra, who had reposed,
that the first person who came to
Church for Sunday services would be the
man. It was Nicholas.

St. Nicholas saved many people
from hunger - and the sins brought
about by poverty in which people, in
order to survive, do things they would
not otherwise contemplate, through
generous gifts which he always gave
secretly - but people often found out
who their benefactor had been. (His
“Santa Claus” - derived from the Dutch
“Sinterklaas” - figure is a manifestation
of this generosity). He also rescued
those wrongfully accused, on one
occasion literally grasping the sword




no6bpounHuem. (Moro «CaHTta Knos» -
CNOBO NOXOAUTb BiA rONSHACLKOIo
«CiHTepknaac» - 9K pa3 i € NPOsSABOM Ui€i
weapocTtn). BiH Takox psaTyBaB HEBUHHO
3acymakeHnx. OgHoro pasy BiH NpsMo
B/1aCHOIO pYKOI 3aTpuMaB Meua, Wo
CMyCKaBCs Ha rofloBy 3aCyAXeHoro, Koro
ponsa 6yna BM3HayeHa nigkynoM. Takox
BpATYBaB Mukonan 6aratbox Big
YTOMNIEHHS B MOr0 NMoAopoXax no Mopko —
nepeg i micas Noro nepeceneHHs 3 Uboro
cBiTy Ao BiuHoro LapcTBa.

CB. Mukonan Takox BigoOMMUI 3a
OMBHY NoAito, Wwo Mana micue Ha lNepomy
BceneHcbkomy Cobopi B M. Hikei B 325-my
p. (uen xe Cobop aaB HaM nepui Cim
apTukynis Hikeo-Lapropoacbkoro
CumBona Bipu). CBatutenb Tam
6ykBanbHO BAApUB MO nuLi Apid, SKUN
3anepeyyBaB boxecTBo Xpucra. 3a ue
Moro nos6aBuaun caHy i NnoctaBmnn nig
BapToto. A Toai aeski Otui Cobopy
nobaunnun BMAiHHA, B AKOMY Haw Focnoab
Ta Moro MaTu Bigaasanu Cs. Mukonato
CUMBON MOro CAYXiHHA (K NOKa3aHo Ha
Hanbinbw BigoMux IkoHax CeaToro). Toai
3po3yMinm, wo aisgd Mnkonas 6yB BUMHKOM
npopouuM. MloMy nosepHynu caH, a
BUEHHSs Apisl BIiAKWUHYN.

Mouwi CB. Mukonasa Ao HUHI
Cro4YmMBatoTb Y NiBAeHHO-3axXiAHbOMY
iTanincekomy MicTi Bapi, Kyam ix
nepesesnn B 1087-my p., WwWob 3axmctntn
X Big Typeubknx CenbaxykiB Hai3HUKIB -
MycCysnbMaHiB. (lTogaemMo 3HIMKY MOro
rpoby Ha HawomMmy canTi). i LlikaBo, wo
MicTO Munpu, B IKOMYy BiH HapoAuBCH,
BUPOCTaB i C/TYXWB, HeAABHO CTasio
KN0MoTaTMCa NPoO NOBEPHEHHS MOro
Moluein, sKi NpoAOBXYHOTb BUAABATH
uinytowe Mupo, ske 36upatoTb i po3gatoTb
BipHUM LWWopoKy. CboroaHi Micto ue
Ha3uBaeTbCca [lemMpe, Typelbka dopMa
opuriHany, gka B 2005 p. 3aMicTuna Ha3By
Kane, wo no-TypeubKoMy O03Hayae€
«3aMOK», AKY Typku 6ynu ganu momy
paHiwe - i ake gani BXXmBakwTb A0 NEBHOI
Mipu. [leMpe 3HaxoambCa y NpoBiHLUIT
AHTanii y nepeBa>xHO — X04Y HOMiHaNIbHO —
MYCYJ/IbMaHCbKiM (anie TaKoX CeKyNspHii)
TypeyyunHi.

that was about to descend on the
condemned, whose fate had been
decided by bribery. Many are the folk
Nicholas saved from drowning on his
voyages upon the sea — before and after
his departure from this world to the
Eternal Kingdom.

St. Nicholas is also known for an
unusual incident, which took place at the
First Ecumenical Council in 325 (which
gave us the first seven articles of the
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed).
There, he literally struck Arius, who
denied the Divinity of Christ. He was
deprived of his office for this, and placed
under guard. And then several fathers of
the Council saw a vision in which our
Lord and His Mother restored the
symbols of Nicholas’ ministry to him
(shown in the most well-known Icons of
the Saint). Nicholas’ action was then
understood to have been prophetic. He
was restored and Arius’ teaching was
defeated.

St. Nicholas’ relics repose to this
day in the southern Italian city of Bari,
whence they were taken in 1087 to save
them from Seljuk Turkish (Muslim)
invaders. (We are publishing a picture of
his tomb on our website). It is curious
that the town of Myra in which he was
born, raised and exercised his
pastorship, has recently begun to
petition for the return of his Relics,
which continue to produce a healing
Myrrh that is collected and distributed to
the faithful each year! The town today is
called Demre, a Turkish form of the
original, which, in 2005, replaced the
name Kale, meaning “castle” in Turkish,
given to it earlier by the Turks - and still
in some use. Demre is in the province of
Antalya, in primarily - nominally -
Muslim (but also secular) Turkey.

After his repose, St. Nicholas
continues to work countless miracles.
My maternal grandfather, Philip Kutash,
emigrated from Ukraine to Canada just
before the first world war, leaving his
wife, their mother and our splendid and




CB. Mukonan i nicna ceoro
YNOKOEHHS TBOpUTb 6e3niu uygec. Min
piaycb no mami, ®inun KyTtaw, eMirpysas 3
Ykpainn B KaHaay nepes caMmm rno4vyaTkoMm
nepLloi CBITOBOI BiiHW, 3a/IMLLINBLUM MOLO
MaMy Ta TeTy niZ ONiKoK CBOEI APYXUHN,
IXHbOI MaMM1, a Haloi Yy[o0BOIl Ta
BiaBaxkHoi 6abyci, Mapacku,y pigHoMy ceni
BaHunosi (Toai ue we 6yna ABCTpilicbka
IMnepisn) y CbOrogHilWHbOMY BMXXHULbKOMY
panoHi B YepHiBelbkih obnacTi. BoHu
3HOBY 3’egHanuncsa B Anbbepti B 1924 p. Ta
nepea Ui€lo A0BroXXaaHow noaieto, Mos
Mama AHHa, 3axBopifa Ha Manxe
CMepTeNibHY apsuky (MoanneBo Tud).
Miguac Heayrm BoHa nobaynna BUAIHHSA, B
akoMy CB. Mukonan Bumwos 3 IKoHn (ska
MaMXxe KOHeYHa B AOoMaX NpaBOCNaBHUX) i
nobnarocnosus ii. BoHa nicnsa uboro
BUAY>Xana i NoTiM cTana MaTip'lo YOTUPbOX
OiTeNn, MiX AKMMU 9 — TpeTin. [JocnTb
MOX/NMBUM €, WO 6e3 nomodi CBATOro He
6yno 6 Hac.

Konun AHHa KyTaw yrnokoinace y
Focnogai y Biui 45 niT, nobnarocnosmewmn
CBOIX AiTen, 9K iXxHa noboxHa 1 nobnsya
MaTK, To ue 6yno wictb gHiB nicna Cearta
LUbOro yygoBoro boxoro YrogHuka.
Mpuknag ii XXMTTH CrOHYKaB Halloro
nosgoginoro tata, lOpia Kytawa, rmnbéoko
noceaTuTucsa Focnoaesi i ue gano nomy
cuny 6yTn BiAMIHHUM 6aTbKOM Ha
NOSIOBUHY OCUPOTINOI CiMTi, i 3annwmnTn
HaM cnagok BipU, YECHOCTU Ta rymopy, ki
noAatTb HAaTXHEHHS 3pOCTatoyi KiNbKOCTI
noro Hawaakis. Flocnoab NPoOAOBXYE
MpiFgTU Yya0BUMKN MpigMu!

MonuteamMu TBOro YrogHuka
CeaTtoro, Mukonad, frocnogn, HaNnoBHM Hac
noboB’lo, WeapicTio Ta BiABaro TBOPUTU
TBoOi Agina i TaknM YNHOM CTaBaTu BCIM TUM,
ymM T BUMpIsB, WO6 MK 6ynun. AMiHb.

courageous grandmother, Paraska, in
charge of my mother and aunt in the
home village of Banyliv (at the time in
the Austrian Empire) in what is today
the Vyzhnytsia district of the Chernivtsi
oblast’ (province). They were re-united
in Alberta in 1924. Before this long-
awaited reunion, while still in Banyliv,
my mother, Annie, fell deathly ill of a
fever (possibly typhoid). During her
illness she had a vision in which St.
Nicholas came out of his Icon (which is
almost mandatory in Orthodox homes)
and blessed her. She got well and went
on to become the mother of four - of
which I am third. It is quite possible
that, without the Saint’s help, we would
not be.

When Annie Kutash fell asleep in
the Lord at 45, having blessed her
children with a pious and loving mother,
it was six days after the Feast of this
marvelous Saint. Our bereaved father,
George Kutash, was moved by her life’s
example to a profound commitment to
the Lord, which enabled him to excel as
a single parent and leave a legacy of
faith, honesty, kindness and good
humour, which continue to inspire his
quickly growing number of descendants.
The Lord continues to dream wonderful
dreams!

Through the prayers of Your Holy
One, St. Nicholas, Lord, continue to fill
us with love, generosity and courage to
do your works and so become all that
You dreamed us to be. Amen.




