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«Woro octaHHe cnoso 6yno
‘BoCKpeciHHA’» [lobpoainka [lopiH
Baptonom’to: “Enlightener of Japan,
Blessed Nicholas Kasatkin”
(“NMpocBituTens SAnoHii, BnaxxeHHUN
Mukonan Kacatkin”)]

CnoBo "micioHep", byBae,
cnpuMaeThbes Big’eMHO 60 X Hepigko
"Micig" peBHUTENIB, SKi iI3AATb B iHLWI KpaiHK
Oyna: KynbTypHa acuminguis a To 1 Ha
OCTaHKy 1 NONITUYHE ONaHOBaHHSA TUX KpaiH
BNagoto, sika nocnana micioHepa (xou
HaneBHO caMi MicioHepun ByBanu WMpUmK
Ta camoBigaaHuMmun). Ta nepeBaXKHO He Tak
BOHO OyBa€ 3 npaBOCNaBHUMMU
MicioHepamn. He 6yno BoHO Tak, Sk
no6aunmo, 3 Ceatntenem Mukonaem
(KacatkiHom), MpoceiTutenem AnoHii, sikoro
LlepkoBHuI kKaneHgap noMunHae 14-ro
cepnH4 3a [puropisHCbKMM KaneHgapem

“His last word was ‘resurrection
(Presbytera Doreen Bartholomew,
“Enlightener of Japan, Blessed
Nicholas Kasatkin”)

The word "missionary"”, at times,
has a negative connotation as the
"mission" of the zealous folks who journey
to other lands has not infrequently been
cultural assimilation and even eventual
political domination by the authorities
sending the missionary (sincere and
selfless though the missionariesmay have
undoubtedly been). Such is, however, not
usually the case with Orthodox
missionaries. It was not the case, as we
shall see, with St. Nicholas (Kasatkin),
Enlightener of Japan, commemorated on
the Church Calendar on August 14
Gregorian style (which is August 1,
Julian), on the anniversary of his birth.
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(ue »x — 1-ro cepnHg 3a KOnissHCBLKNM), y
PiYHMLIIO NOrO HAPOKEHHS.

CesaTtuii Hapoameca IBaHOM
KacatkiHom 1836 p. B bepesiBcbkomy
MOrocTi B CbOrogHiLLHin CMoneHcbKin
o6nacTi Pociiicbkoi Pepnepadii. Moro
6aTbko, OumunTpin, 6yB [UAKOHOM. Woro
mMama, KceHis, ynokoinacb, konu IBacesi
6yno 5 nit. Xnoneub 6yB HaginHMM i 6aTbko
AOrnsHyB, Wob aaty nomy OCBITY ax Ao
noro BcTyny B borocnoecbky Akagemito B
CaHkT-leTepbypsi B 1857 p. A B 1860 p.
noro noctpurnun B YeHui 3 imeHem Mukonan
a noTiM i BUCBATUNK B caH lepoausikoHa, a
yepes OeHb y caH lepomoHaxa (Ha CesTo
Cobopy CeaAtux Anocronis 13-ro nunHs/30-
ro yepsHsi). byno x ue ana ocobnmeoi Micii,
60 x Bnaguka Hekrtapin BigrykyBaBca Ha
NpoxaHHs Big PoCiCcbKoro KoHcyna B
AnoHii npucnaTtn Oywnactmps, «sakun 6ys
OV KOPUCHWI, | K AYXOBHWI NPOBIAHWK i SIK
HayKoBeLb, Ta SIKOro NpuBaTHE XUTTSA 4ano
6 nobpe NoHATTA Npo Hawe [JyxOBeHCTBO
He nuLie ANOHUAM ane N YyXXNHUSM».

| mamxe 3pasy B BiUi 24 niT o.
Mwukonan nopgasca B M. [akogaTte B
NiBHIYHIN ANOHIi, Wo Tinbkun Bigkpmna byna
CBOI KOpAOHM ONs YYXXKMHUIB Nicns CTonNiTh
isonauii nig Bnagoto CooryHaty Tokorasa
(Ha noyaTky noro, Ha noyaTky 17-ro
ctonitta LlepkBa Pumcbka Biggana 6yna
KpoB MyueHuKkiB, WO 3a crnoBamu
TepTynisiHa € «HaciHHAM Lepkany). Ocb-
OCb Masno HacTynuTK Nopa BigHOBMEHHS
«Menazi». OgHak micLeBe HaceneHHs
cnpunmarno o. Mukonas 3 nigo3piHHAM Ta
HENpUA3HI0 — Ta N MiCUEBI POCISIHW He
Ginbw npuBiTHUMK Bynun. Ta BiABIANHK
Apxuenuckona (Kamuyatkun ta OcTpoBis
Kypunbcbkux Ta AneyTcbknx) IHOKeHTIs
(BeHisimiHoBa — npocnasneHoro B 1977 p.,
K «Anoctona oo Amepukm»), Wwo cam bys
Big4aHUM MicioHepowMm, sikni ByB onaHyBaB
Pi3Hi TYGINbCbKI MOBM i Nepeknagas Ha HUX
CBsLLeHHI TekcTn, NnpuHecnu o. Mukonato
HaTXHEHHS Ta cBiXy cuny. BiH 3arnnbuecs
Yy BUBYEHHIO MOBMW, iCTOPIT Ta KynbTypw
AnoHii i HaBiTb HasigyBaB byaaiNChbKi
Xpamu, Wwob cnyxaTn Nponosigi i
[JOMOBHIOBATU CBili CITOBHUK ANS

The Saint was born Ivan Kasatkin
in 1836 in the Berezivs’kyyParish in what
is today the Oblast’ of Smolens’k in the
Russian Federation. His father, Dymytriy,
was a Deacon. His mother, Ksenia, fell
asleep when Ivan was 5. The lad showed
promise and his father saw to his
education right up to his entrance to the
St. Petersburg Theological Academy in
1857. In 1860 he was tonsured a Monk
with the name Nicholas and then ordained
to the Diaconate and the Priesthood (on
the Feast of the Synaxis of the Twelve
Apostles July 13/June 30). This was for a
specific mission as Bishop Nektariy was
responding to a request from the Russian
consul in Japan for a Pastor "who would
be useful both as a spiritual director and a
scholar, and whose private life would give
a good idea of our clergy not only to
Japanese, but also to foreigners."

Almost immediately, at the age of
24, Fr. Nicholas was on his way to
Hakodate in northern Japan which had
just recently opened its borders to
foreigners after hundreds of years of
isolation under the Tokugawa Shogunate
(in its early days at the beginning of the
17" century, Christians missionaries from
the Roman Church had provided the
blood of Martyrs which as Tertullian had
said “is the seed of the Church”). The
Meiji restoration was about to dawn.
Nonetheless, Fr. Nicholas found suspicion
and hostility among the populace — and
the local Russians did not welcome him
either. A visit from Archbishop (of
Kamchatka and the Kurile and Aleutian
Islands) Innocent (Veniaminov —
canonized in 1977 as an “Apostle to
America”), himself a dedicated missionary
who had mastered and translated sacred
texts from numerous native languages,
inspired and energized Fr. Nicholas. He
immersed himself in a study of the
language, history and culture of Japan,
even visiting Buddhist temples to listen to
the sermons and acquire the vocabulary
he needed for his missionary labours.

As he studied, Fr. Nicholas also




MiCiOHepCbKOI npaui.

3animarounch CBOIMM CTyLigAMM O.
Mukonan Takox nponosigyeas. OgHOro aHs
B MOro CTyaito BpuBaeTbca Camypan
BUMaXytoun Wwabnet i BUrykytoun: «Bci
YyXXUHLi MatoTb nomepTu». O. Mukonawn
CMOKIiNHO BIQNOBIB, LLO BiH 3rigHUIA MOMEPTMH,
arne Moro HecnogiBaHWN ricTb NOBUHEH
nepLue nocnyxatun Te, Y4M BiH 3aMMaETbCS.
3 XapaKkTepHO AMOHLUAM BBIYNMBICTIO
BOoeHauvanbHuK Takyma CaBabe nonoxme
Ha Gik cBOtO Wwabnto, Wob BMucnyxaTn noro.
A Te, WO BiH No4yB TaK oMy
3aiMnoHyBarno, Wo BiH 6araTo pasis
noBepTaBcH i HapeLUTi cTaB NepLunm
ANOHCBbKUM HaBepHEHLUEM, a OCTaTO4HO i
OWHaMiYHMM npaBocnasHum CaaleHnkom!
O. Mukonan npodoBXyBaB BUBYaTU I
nponosigyesaTtu. BiH Takox posnoyas
rofloBHe 3aBAaHHSA CBOro Tpy4ontobmBoro
XnUTTH, a came nepeknag CBALWEHHNX
TEKCTIB Ha ANOHCLKY MoBY. Yacamu BiH
rogMHamMu 3acTaHOBNSABCA HaZ TUM, SIKUIA
came Kntamcbkui iepornidy («kaHasi»)
HaMBipHiWe nepegacTb 3HaYiHHSA NEBHOro
cnosa.

Y 1868 p., konn nopa BiAHOBEHHS
«Menpggi» npuHecna 3 coboto
BCTAHOBIIEHHSA HAHOBO BONOAiHHSA
IMnepaTopa, TO ANOHCbLKa nacTea o.
Mukonas Bxe HapaxoByBarna 20 ayu.
OauH 3 oxpelyeHux, IBaH OHo, NoTiM cTaB
nepwmm AnoHcbkMM MpaBocnasHUM
€nmnckonom (Moro NpaeHyK, LLO TaKoX
HasuBaeTbca IBaH OHO, NoTiM cTas
CesaweHnkomM y Cobopi B Tokio).
HacTynHoro poky o. Mukonas noknmkanm
no CaHkr-lNMeTepbypra i noro 3BiT NpuBIiB 4O
CTBOpPEHHS odidinHoi MNMpasocnasHol Micii
Ao Anowii (B KamyaTtcbkin €napxit),
o4yoreHoi camum o. Mukonaem, SKoro
nigHecnu go caHy ApxmmaHgpura.

MoBepHyBLUMCH A0 AnOHii O.
Mwukonan gopy4dms napadito B M. [[akogate
0. AHaTonito (Tuxan), ypooKeHLo
Becapabii, sikuin 6yB nposiB 4 poku Ha [opi
AdoHi, a 3apas cynpoBoauB 1oro, oo
noTpyantuca ana €sadrenii B AnoHii. Micia
TOAi 3BEPHYIra CBot yBary Ha Tokio (oo

preached. One day a sword-brandishing
Samurai burst into his study crying “All
foreigners must die!” Fr. Nicholas calmly
responded that he was willing to die if his
unexpected guest would first hear what it
was he was studying. With typical
Japanese politeness the warlord, Takuma
Sawabe, laid down his sword to give him
a hearing. What he heard impressed him
so profoundly that he returned many times
and eventually became the first Japanese
convert and, eventually, a dynamic
Orthodox Priest! Fr. Nicholas continued
studying and preaching. He also
embarked on his greatest life’s work — the
translation of sacred texts into Japanese.
Sometimes hours were devoted simply to
deciding which Chinese character (“kan;ji”)
was to be used in rendering a word as
precisely as possible.

By 1868, when the Meiji renewal
brought about the restoration of the rule of
the Emperor, Fr. Nicholas’ Japanese flock
numbered 20 souls. One of those
baptized, John Ono, would later become
the first native Japanese Orthodox Bishop
(his great-grandson, also named John
Ono, would later become a Priest in the
Tokyo Cathedral). The next year Fr.
Nicholas was summoned to St.
Petersburg and his report led to the
creation of a formal Orthodox Mission to
Japan, with Fr. Nicholas, elevated to the
rank of Archimandrite, as its head, in the
Kamchatka Eparchy.

Upon his return to Japan, Fr.
Nicholas entrusted the Parish at Hakodate
to Fr. Anatoliy (Tikhai), a native of
Bessarabia who had spent 4 years on Mt.
Athos, and now accompanied him to
labour for the Gospel in Japan. The
Mission then directed its focus upon
Tokyo (until recently called Edo), the new
seat of the 17-year-old Emperor Meiji. Fr.
Nicholas found a place from which to
continue his work. The preaching of the
Christian message was still illegal in
Japan and the community in Hakodate
endured several years of persecution. Fr.
Nicholas had found a friend, due to his




TOro ue micto Hasmeanu Ego), Hosoro
nNpecTonbHOro Micta 17-niTHLOro
IMnepaTopa Menaai. O. Mukonan 3HanLoB
MicLe Ans NpodOBXEHHSA CBOEI npaL,i.
XpuUcTusiHCbKa NponoBigb 6yna nokuLuo Lwe
3abopoHeHa B AnoHii i rpomaga B Makogarte
nepeHecna gekinbka pokis
nepecngiysaHH4a. Ta o. Mukonan,
3aliMal4mnCb BUBYEHHAM MOBW, 3HAWNLLIOB
npuatensa B Hactoatento byaaincekoro
Xpamy, i Len 3axuuias 1oro nepepn ypsagom.

Konu Tinbkn 3Hecnu 3abopoHy
NPOTN XPUCTUSHCBKOIO HABYaHHS TO O.
Mwukonawn cnpomircs Ha opraHisadito LWKom
Ta Kannwuui i Micis 3poctana. Y 1875 p.
Bnaguka NMaeno Kamyatcbkuii npubys
BUCBATUTU AnoHCbke MNpaBocnaBHe
[yxoBeHcTBO. Y 6epesHi 1880 p. camoro o.
Mwukonas BuceaTMnun Ha €nmckona B CaHKT-
MeTepbypasi, i BiH cTaB nepLumnm
Mepuwoiepapxom Llepksu B AnoHii. [H1m
3apa3 € Mutpononut Januin (Hycipo),
SAKOro TyT 6a4nMmMo nigyac pagicHoro YmHy
OcBu4eHHs Boan Ha BorosiBneHHA B Tokio —
Ayxe BigMiTHa BiaCyTHiCTb 6opoan.]

bynosa Cobopy CB. BockpeceHHs B
Tokio 3aBepwmnack y 1891 p. Moro
NonynsapHO 3BYTb NO-ANOHCHKOMY
«Hikopan-go» - To6To «Xpam un gim
Mukonas» (ANOHLUi BUMOBIIAIOTb «JT» K
«p»). LiepkBa 3pocTtana uncrnom BipHUX Ta
XpawmiB. Baxkuin icnuT HacTaB nigyac
Pocinceko-AnoHcbkoil BinHn 1904-05 pp.
(npo Bnagy Hag MaHbuxypieto Ta Kopeeto).
Brniaguka 3anuwmBca B ANOHIT i Ka3aB CBOIN
nacTBi, L0 BOHN NOBMHHI BUKOHYBATW CBIlA
060B’A30K MonuTUCS | BopoTucs 3a
nepemMory — He 3 HEHaBUCTIO NPOTK BOPOra,
a 3 nboBi Jo cBoel baTbkiBLWMHK. Cam BiH
BiZINLLIOB Bif CYCMifTbHOMO XXWUTTS Ha Len
yac, a NoTiM HamaraBcs BiHOBUTU OPYXHi
CTOCYHKM NOMIX TUMU, KX LA BiMHa Byna
po3scBapuna.

Bnaguka Mukonan 6ys
Haa3BU4anHO cMupeHHUM. lNepenosigaloTb
Taki Moro crnosa, Konu BiH Habnmxascs A0
KiHUS cBOET 3eMHOT MaHapiBku: «Ocb A
nepernagarn CBOE XUTTA... | WO X
3Haxoaxy? Tinbkn TempsaBy! Cam nuwe bor

study of the language, in the abbot of the
Zojoji Temple who protected him before
the government.

As soon as the prohibition against
Christian teaching was repealed, Fr.
Nicholas was able to organize a school
and a Chapel and the Mission grew. In
1875, Bishop Paul of Kamchatka came to
ordain Japanese Clergy. In March, 1880,
Fr. Nicholas himself was consecrated a
Bishop in St. Petersburg, becoming the
first Primate of the Church of Japan. [The
current one is Metropolitan Daniel
(Nushiro) shown here at a joyous
Theophany Blessing of Water in Tokyo —
the absence of a beard is quite
distinctive.]

The Holy Resurrection Cathedral
in Tokyo was completed in 1891. Itis
commonly known by the Japanese as
“Nikorai-do“ - Nicholas’ temple or home
(the Japanese pronounce the “I* as an “r).
The Church grew in numbers of faithful
and Temples. A difficult trial came with the
Russo-Japanese war of 1904-05 over
Manchuria and Korea. Vladyka remained
in Japan, telling his flock that they should
exercise their duty to pray and fight for
victory, not out of hatred for the enemy,
but out of love for their country. He himself
withdrew from public life during that time
and afterwards helped to re-build friendly
relations.

Vladyka Nicholas was immensely
humble. As he approached the end of his
earthly sojourn he is reported to have
said: “Here | look back upon my life... And
what do | find? Only darkness! God alone
accomplished everything, while I... such a
nonentity, zero, literally zero! And if a
righteous man shall scarcely be saved,
then where shall |, a sinner, find myself?
I'm worthy of the very depths of hell." Yet
when he fell asleep on February 3, 1912,
he left a Church of 35,000 faithful, a
Cathedral, 96 Churches and 265 chapels.
(A Japanese Orthodox, Chiune Sugihara,
vice-consul of the Japanese Empire to
Lithuania during World War Il saved some
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BCE BMKOHYBaB, a ... Taka Hikdiema, Hyrnb,
OykBanbHO Hynb! A SKLWO HaBiTb NpaBegHa
noanHa nease cnaceTbes, TO e X 4,
rPiLLHUI ONUHIOCA? A 3acnyroBylo Ha came
OHo agy.» Ta konu BiH ynokoiBcs 3-ro
ntotoro 1912 p. BiH 3anuwme no cobi
Llepkay, Lo HapaxoByBana 35,000 gy,
Cob6op, 96 Xpamis i 256 Kannuub.
(AnoHckkun MpasocnaBHui, TciyHe
Cyrirapa, Biue-koHcyn AnoHcbKol IMnepii B
JlnTei nigyac gpyroi CBITOBOI BilHK
BpATyBaB 6nn3bko 6000 eBpeiB, pU3nKyroUn
BNACHUM XUTTSIM, BUNUCYIOYM IM BUI3HI Bi3n
B AnoHito). A Takox Oyno 32 ANOHCLKNX
CesaweHukiB. Konn Bnaguka Bigxoams oo
Micus, Wo Ans Hboro npuroTtyeas [focnogb
(IsaHa 14:3) oro octaHHe cnoso 6yno
«BOCKpeciHHsI». BiH 6yB npocnaBHeunin
Ceatnm Pocincekoto Llepksoto B 1970 p.

CoorogHi NpaBocnaeHa Llepksa B
ANOHIT — aBTOHOMHA B OpUCANKLT
MaTtpispxii MockoBcbKol. Take BU3HAYEHHSs
cTaTycy He npuiimae BceneHcbka
Matpiapxis, ane ua Llepkea — y conpuyacrTi
3 iHWwuMuK MpaBocnaeHumKM Liepkeamu. €
TakoX y TOKiO MicinHa napadist YKkpaiHCbKol
MpaBocnasHoi Llepkeu (Kuiscbkoro
MaTpispxaTy), Napadia Cs. An. KOam (ue
oyno XpecHe im'a Mutpononuta [Januina
cy4vacHoro lNepLuoiepapxa AnoHCbKoT
LlepkBu), gaka MONUTLCA B AHINiKAHCbKI
Llepksi Cs. Anbb6aHa. [i Hactostens, o.
Maeno Kopontok, HegaBHO B 0O6MiHi yMOK
woao Cs. Mukonasi AnoHCbKOro, ckasas:
«[M]u cTapaemocs 6yT1 TUXMM BiQTyHHAM
npuknagy noro xuttsa». Bignpaeu cnyxatb
FOSTOBHO MO-YKpaiHCbKOMY, arne Takox
KOPUCTaTLCA MOBaMM aHIMMINCbKOK Ta
ANOHCBKO. BiH Takox 3ayBaxuBs, L0 B
Tokio € MicinHa Mapadis, a Takox i
MoHacTup Henoganik Big Tokio (B M. Yi6a),
AKi HanexaTb 6e3nocepeaHbO
MockoBcbkoMmy MaTpispxaTy, K piBHOX ABi
Mapadii PymyHcbKi 3 aBOMa
noBHowwTaTHUMK Hactoatenamu. OgHak,
none ang NMpaeocnaBHOI Micii B AnoHiT
JiicHO Benun4yesHe.

YkpaiHceka lNMpaBocnasHa Llepkea
(MockoBcbkoro NaTpispxaTy) HegaBHO

6000 Jews at the risk of his own life by
issuing them exit visas to Japan). There
were also 32 Japanese priests. As
Vladyka departed to the place prepared
by the Lord for all who love Him, his last
word was “resurrection”. He was glorified
as a Saint by the Church of Russia in
1970.

Today the Orthodox Church of
Japan is an autonomous Church in the
jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Moscow,
a status which is not accepted by the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, although the
Church is in communion with other
Orthodox Churches. There is also, in
Tokyo, a mission Parish of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church (Kyivan Patriarchate),
the St. Jude Mission (this was the
Baptismal name of Metropolitan Daniel,
the current Primate of the Japanese
Church), which worships at St. Alban’s
Anglican Church. Its Pastor, Fr. Paul
Koroluk, in a recent exchange about St.
Nicholas of Japan said: “[W]e try to echo,
in a very quiet way, his example”.
Services are celebrated primarily in
Ukrainian but English and Japanese are
also in use. He also noted that there are is
(in Tokyo) also a Mission as well as a
Monastery (in Chiba — very close to
Tokyo) directly under the Moscow
Patriarchate as well as 2 Romanian
Parishes with 2 full-time Priests. The field
for Orthodox mission in Japan, however,
continues to be immense.

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church
(Moscow Patriarchate) recently sent a
copy (“spysok”) of the miraculous
“Chornobyl’ Saviour” Icon to Japan as a
gesture of faith and solidarity with the
people of Japan who have in April of 2011
experienced a nuclear reactor tragedy
similar to that experienced by Ukraine in
April of 1986. May this godly and sensitive
Orthodox Missionary, St. Nicholas
(Kasatkin), serve as an example to all
followers of Christ, to fulfill the mission
that the Lord gives to each of us in our
life-situation with humility, kindness and
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nepegana crnvcok (Konito, gka HOCUTb
Bnarogatb opuriHany) Yy4oTBOPHOI |KOHM
«YopHobunbebkoro Cnaca» Ao AnoHii, sk
BUSAB BipM Ta conigapHOCTi 3 HApPoaoM
Anonii, skun y kBiTHI 2011 p. nepexns
KaTacTpody 3 SAepHMM PeakTopoM nofibHy
[0 Ti€l, Wo nepexuns Hapoa YKpaiHu B
KBITHIi 1986 p.: no-aHrnincekomy - . Hexawn
Xe Ler NoboXHUIA Ta YyTNnBUn
MpaBocnasHwuin MicioHep, Ce. Mukonam
(KacaTkiH), cny>kuTb NpUKNagom ycim
nocnigoBHukam Xpucra, wob i mu
TPYAUNUCHA BUKOHYBATU MICito, Ky Aae
KOXXHOMY 3 Hac, B 06CTaBMHax HaLloro
XWUTTS, CMMPEHHO, Nackaeo Ta 3 NOBarok
J0 TiAHOCTI Ta 0CODIMBOCTiI KOXHOI
NOAMHKW, HaUiT Ta KynbTypu. AMiHb.

respect of the dignity and uniqueness of
each person, nation and culture. Amen.
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