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«TBoi naxyyi moLui ABMAUCb NO6OXKHMUM
CKapbom, HanoBHeHi Xutram ana Llepkeu» (3
KoHpgaka)

Ha 26-ro 6epesHsa 3a [puropisHcbKMm
KaneHaapem (ue 13-ro bepesHs 3a
HONnisHCbKMM) MU CBATKYEMO MepeHeceHHs
Mouelt Ceatutena Hukmdopa CnosigHuKa,
MaTtpiapxa KOHCTaHTMHONONBLCLKOTO.

Hukndop Hapoameca B KOHCTaHTMHONOAI B
Apyriii NonosuHi 8-ro BiKy. Moro 6aTbko,
Teonop, cNyXuB cekpeTapem ans
BizaHTilicbkoro Imnepatopa KoHcTaHTUHA V,
AKWM YBIMLLOB B iCTOPIIO 3 FYMJINBUM
npissmwem «KonpoHim» (To6To «rHOEM
Ha3BaHMN», 3a NepeKa3omM NpPo BMNAAOK B Yaci
noro XpeweHHs). Lleii imnepatop 6yB AtoTum
nepecnigysayem TuxX, AKi WaHyBanu IKOHU. BiH
My4mB i 3acnas Teogopa 3a oro BiagaHicTb 4o
HUX.

MaTn Hukundopa, Esaokia, po3ainana
CTPa*KAAHHA CBOr0 My»Ka i NiNa 3 HAM Y
3acnaHHA. Koan BoOHa noBepHynaca 8

’Your fragrant rellcshave been }évealed as
godly treasure filled with life for the Church”
(from the Kontakion)

On March 26 on the Gregorian Calendar
(which is March 13 on the Julian) we
celebrate the Translation of the relics of Saint
Nicephorus the Confessor, Patriarch of
Constantinople, another hero of the Holy
Icons.

Nicephorus was born in Constantinople in the
second half of the eighth century. His father,
Theodore, was a secretary of the Byzantine
Emperor, Constantine V, who has gone down
in history with the mocking surname
“Copronymos” (meaning “dung-named”, in
reference to an accident said to have
occurred when he was being baptized). This
emperor was a fierce persecutor of those who
venerated Holy Icons. Theodore was tortured
and exiled by him for his devotion to them.

Nicephorus’ mother, Eudocia, shared her
husband’s tribulations, following him into
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KOHCTaHTUHOMOAb, TO NpoOBeaa peLwTa CBOIX
OHiB y *iHouomy MoHacTupi. Matouu Takmi
npuKNag Big poamyis, a B 40AaTKy M OCBITy Ta
BMBYeHHA CB. [lMcaHHA, He AMBHO, WO OHAK
NOBHICTIO NOCBATMB cebe cnyKiHHIO borosi.

HuKndop po3noyas CBOE CAYKiHHA HAPOAOBI
CBOEMY, IK YUHOBHWK Npu ABOpi ImnepaTtpuu;i
IpeHu (797-802), aka byna NpUXUIbHULEID
CBATUX IKOH y Yaci Hebe3neKkn Konu ix Ta Tux,
LLLO iX LWAHYBA/IN XXOPCTOKO Nepecnigysanm
(725-842). BiH npeacTasnsas ImnepaTtpuuto Ha
Cbomomy BceneHcbkomy Cobopi, Akuit
nporoaocus MNpaBocnaBHe BY4EHHA NPO IKOHY, i
6yB TaM Ay»Ke KOPUCHUM 3 Orns4y Ha Moro
3HaHHA CB. MMncaHHA.

Micns Cobopy toHaK We aeKinbka pokiB npobys
npu imnNepaTopcbKOMy ABOPI, @ NOTiM NOKUHYB
moro, wob 3acHyBaTn MoHaAcTUP, B AKOMY KB
CTPOro YEpPHEUYUM XKUTTAM, XO4 YHUKAB
NPUIHATK YepHeLTBo, 60 K yBaxKaB cebe
HEeAOCTOMHUM.

Ta He mir BiH BigKnactu ue 6e3kiHeuHo. Koau
MaTtpisapx Tapacii, TakoxK NPUXMAbHUK IKoH (Ocb
TyT) ynokoisca y 806 p., To obpanu Hukmdopa
Ha Iioro micue, xou 6yB BiH LLe Ha ToM Yac
MUPAHUHOM. BiH ToAi NPpUNHAB YepPHELTBO i
BUCBATY Ha CcaH CeAWeHMKa i 12-ro KBiTHA 806
p., Ha CBaTto N'ocnoaHboro BockpeceHHs, Macky,
noro niasmwman Ha Matpiapwmnit TpoH.

MaTpispwe cnyxiHHa Cs. HUKndopa byno
CNOBHEHE CTparkaaHHAM. [KoHobopuiB
NoBepHYB Ha iXHi NOCTU NtOTO iIKOHOBOPUKA
Imnepatop /leB BipmeHuH (813-820), akuin bys
BiamoBmBecA nignucatu MNpasocnasHe
CnosigaHHa Bipw, wo aas 6ys iomy MaTpiapx
nepea ioro iHTpoHisaujieto. CBATUTENA BUCAANMN
00 octpoBsa [MpoKoHHica Ha Mopi
Mapmopcbkomy B p. 815, i Tam BiH i nomep Ha
3acnaHHi y MoHactupi Ce. Teogopa (akoro BiH
6yB 3acHyBaB) Ha 2-ro YepBHA 828 p. Tak byno i
3 OAHWUM CNaBHUM Oro nonepeaHuKom, Cs.
IBaHOM 30/10TOYCTUM, aBTOPOM TEKCTY
boxkecTBeHHOI JliTyprii, AKy HalyacTiwe
BXKMBAeMoO B [paBocnaBHin Llepkai.

Yepes manke n’ATb AT Nicna 0CTaToOYHOro

exile. When she returned to Constantinople
she spent the rest of her days in a convent.
With such an example from his parents,
combined with his education and study of
Scripture, it is no surprise that the young man
dedicated himself wholeheartedly to the
service of God.

Nicephorus’ started his service to his people
as a dignitary at the court of the Empress
Irene (797-802), who was a friend of Holy
Icons in that perilous period when they and
all who loved them were being violently
persecuted (725-842). He represented the
Empress as the Seventh Ecumenical Council
which proclaimed the Orthodox teaching on
Icons, and was very useful due to his
knowledge of the Scriptures.

The young man remained for several more
years at the court, and then gave it up to
found a monastery where he lived a strict
monastic life, while avoiding taking monastic
vows due to his sense of being unworthy.

He could not avoid them indefinitely. When
Patriarch Tarasius (click here), another friend
of lcons, reposed in 806, Nicephorus,
although a layman, was chosen to take his
place. He took monastic vows, was ordained a
priest, and on April 12, 806, on the Feast of
the Lord’s Resurrection, Pascha, he was
elevated to the patriarchal throne.

St. Nicephorus’ reign as Patriarch was fraught
with suffering. The iconoclasts were
reinstated by the viciously iconoclastic
emperor Leo the Armenian (813-820), who
had refused to sign the Orthodox Confession
of Faith that the Patriarch had given him prior
to his enthronement. Nicephorus’ came to
rule. The Saint was exiled to the island of
Prokonnis on the Sea of Marmora in 815, and
died there in exile in the Monastery of St.
Theodore (one which he had founded) on
June 2 in the year 828. This had also been the
lot of one of his glorious predecessors, St.
John Chrysostom, who wrote the text of the
Divine Liturgy which is celebrated most often
in the Orthodox Church.

Nearly five years after the final restoration of
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nosepHeHHA CBATMX IKOH g0 Xpamis boxux, 13-
ro 6epesHs (Tob6To 26-ro 3a MPUTrOPIAHCHEKUM
KaneHgapem) B p. 846, Biakpuaum Ceati Mouwi
MaTtpiapxa HUKndopa i 3HanwAM ix naxyymmm Ta
HeTAiHHUMMU. [MepeHecnn ix 3 NPOKOHHIca Ao
KoHcTaHTMHONOAA | BNPOAOBXK OAHOMO AHA
Tpumanu ix y CeaTii Cooii, ae 6yB BiH
nigHeceHM Konnck Ha caH MNatpiapxa. Togi
nepeHecnu ix go Llepksn CATMX ANOCTONIB.
Pyku CesToro, aki 6aarocnosasanm Ta nncanum Ha
3axuct CeATMX IKOH 36epiratoTbea B
Cepbcbkomy MoHactupi XinaHgap Ha CarTil
Fopi AdoHi.

CBATUTENb 3aNULWINB TPU BaXK/UBI NMUCAHHA
npot IKoHobopcTBa. BiH TaKoXK 3aamwne
XpoHorpadito icTopii csiTy Big, Agama i €81 oo
CBOrO Yacy, Ta 40AaB A0 HbOrO LLiHHWN KaHOH
NPUNHATMX KHur Ctaporo 1 Hosoro 3anosiTis.

FronosHu MpasHuK CB. HMKndopa CBATKYETbCA
2-ro yepBHsn (3a KOniAHCbKUM KaneHgapem), ane
came 13/26-ro 6epesHAa cBATKYeEMO Biakputra
Ta MepeHeceHHs oro CeATMX Mowis. CBATUM
Hukmdope, monuncs 3a Hac, Wwob i My LWaHyBanm
CBATi IKOHM, CTAKOYM HUMM B HALLOMY
LWOAEHHOMY KUTTil

Holy Icons to the Church, on March 13 (which
is March 26 on the Gregorian Calendar) in
846, the Holy Relics of Patriarch Nicephorus
were found to be incorrupt and fragrant. They
were transferred from Prokonnis to
Constantinople and placed for one day in
Hagia Sophia, where he had been elevated to
the Patriarchate. They were then transferred
to the Church of the Holy Apostles. The
Saint's hands which had blessed and written
in defense of the Holy Icons are preserved in
the Serbian Hilandar monastery on Mount
Athos.

The saint left behind three important writings
against Iconoclasm. He also left a
Chronography of universal history from Adam
and Eve to his own time, and added to it a
valuable canon of the accepted Books of the
Old and New Testament.

The main Feast of St Nicephorus is celebrated
on June 2 (Julian Calendar), but it is on March
13/26 that we commemorate the finding and
transfer of his holy relics. St. Nicephorus pray
for us, that we too might honour Holy Icons
by becoming them ourselves in our daily
lives!.




