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«YcepaHo knunuy Ao Tebe,
/CBaweHHnn CeaTnn Xpame,/
AOMOMOXXM M Cnacu MeHe,/ BpATYMH
MeHe Biag Bopora. / BuMHu MeHe
HacniagHMKOM/ 6naxeHHOro
BiYHOro XUTTA.>» [3 AYXOBHOI NiCHI
«ArHi NapteHe» («lMpeuncra
AiBo>»), Aky Hanucas CB.
Hekrapin]

Ha 22-ro nucrtonaga 3a
rPUropissHCbKMM KaneHaapem (ue - 9-
ro Mcronaga 3a HNiSHCbKUM) MU
CBATKYEMO Nam’aTb CBATOro YrogHuka
AOCUTb cyyacHoro - Ce. HekTapis,
MwuTtpononuta NeHTanosbCbKOro,
YypoTeBopus.

HekTapin Hapoaunscsa B yborin cim’i 1-
ro »xoBTHs 1841 p. y M. Cenimepii y
Tpakii (cborogHi BOHO Ha3MBAETbLCS
Cinispi, B Type4y4uunHi) 6am3bKo

«I call upon you fervently,/ O
sacred, hallowed Temple./ Assist
me and deliver me,/ protect me
from the enemy,/ and make me
an inheritor/ of blessed life
eternal.» (From the Hymn Agni
Parthene, composed by St.
Nectarius)

On November 22 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is November 9 on
the Julian) we celebrate the memory
of a relatively modern Saint - St.
Nectarius, Metropolitan of
Pentapolis, the Wonderworker.

Nectarius was born into a poor
family on October 1, 1841, in
Selymbria in Thrace (today called
Silivri, in Turkey) by the Sea of
Marmora, not very far from
Constantinople (today Istanbul). He
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MapMopcbkoro Mops Henoganik Big
KoHcTaHTMHONONA (CbOrAgHILWHIN
Crambyn). Oxpectnnm noro iMeHem
AHacTacin, a 6aTbKn MOro HasmMBanuUcs
[imoc i Mapia Kedanac.

AHacTacin nogascs 3 A4OMY B
KoHcTaHTMHOMoONb Y Bili 14 nit, wob
3HaWTW Npauto i He 6yTn Tarapem ans
6aTbkKiB. HaBiTb y TOMy Biuli FocnogHe
MpoBuaiHHA Aisno Ha nomiu Moro
BipHOMY cny3i. KanitaH, 3po3ymino, He
AyXe XOTiB AONYCTUTK X0MNus Ha CBin
Kopabenb, 60 X BiH He MaB 4YMM
3anaaTuTK 3a NOA0POX A0 BENMNKOro
MicTa. Ane nuuwe ToAi, KON wWweapictb
B3s/1a BEPX Y HbOMY, i BiH 3anpocme
fOHaKa 3 CYMHMMW o4YMMa MigHATUCA Ha
60pT, ABUTrYHW 3aBenucs. [o Tiel
XBUJIMHW MO0 eKinax 4YoMyCb He Mir iX
3anyctutun. (Yynosa KopoTka
po3MNoBiAb NpO ue Ta M iHWi boxi
BCTpsABaHHA B Xutta CB. HekTapisa
MO>Ha 3HaUTW B NOro XKuTrii
AHrNINCbKOI MOBOIO Y LM Ayxe
KOpPWUCHIN BebcTopiHui: OCA).

Y KOHCTaHTUHOMNOMI MOSI0A0r0
AHacTacia 3aaHraxyBsaB Kyreub
TIOTIOHY. HaBiTb TOAi HOHAaK BUABUB
CBO0 N060B A0 HaBYAHHSA, K TaKOX i
cBo€ 6axkaHHsa nowwuptoBaTn Cnoso
focnogHe, 60 X BiH 3alMMaBcs
HanMMcaHHAM KOPOTKUX BUC/OBIB Npo
OYXOBHE XWUTTHA Ha TOPOMHKAX i
MaKyHKax KpamMmHuui. BiH Takox
Hanwucas nucTta Ao Icyca, Ha3uBaroum
Moro cBoiM «ManeHbKMM XpUcTom», i
npocus Moro nogapysatu oMy
dapTyxa n yepesunkun. flocnoab
BiAMOBIB Yepes iHWOoro Kynusd, Ha
PYKU SIKOro nepejas nucra gns
MOCUJIKW.

LLle oaHe 4yno Biabynocs, KONM OHaK
BiabyBaB nanomMHmMuUTBO A0 CBATOI
3emni. CunbHa 6yps Ha Mopto
3arpoxkysana kopabnw, Ha SKOMY BiH

was baptized Anastasius and his
parents were Dimos and Maria
Kephalas.

Anastasius left home for
Constantinople at the age of 14 to
find work, so as to not be a burden
to his parents. Even at that age. the
Providence of the Lord was seen to
be working on behalf of His faithful
servant. Since the lad had no money
to pay for his passage by boat to the
great city, the captain was
understandably reluctant to let him
come on to his ship. It was only
when his generosity got the upper
hand, and he invited the boy with
the sad eyes to come aboard, that
the engines started up. Inexplicably,
his crew had not been able to start
them up until that moment. (A
beautiful and brief account of this -
and other - divine interventions in
St. Nectarius’ life may be found in
this Vita on a most useful site:
OCA).

In Constantinople, young Anastasius
was hired by a tobacco merchant.
Even then the youth showed his love
of learning as well as his desire to
spread the Word of the Lord for he
busied himself with writing short
sayings on the spiritual life upon the
bags and packages of the shop. He
also wrote a letter to Jesus, calling
him “my little Christ”, and asking
Him for an apron and shoes. The
Lord responded through another
merchant, into whose hands he gave
the letter to be mailed.

Another miracle came about when
the young man was on a pilgrimage
to the Holy Land. A severe storm at
sea threatened the ship he was on.
Anastasius leaned over the side and
dipped the Cross (with a tiny piece
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ixaB. AHacTacin nepexunmsecs 4yepes
60pT i 3aHypuB Y Mope XpecTuka (B
KoMy 6yna yacTMHKa XpecTta
FfocnoaHbOro), sskoro 6yna oMy gana
6abycs, i noaibHo, Ak BUMHMB 'oCcnoab
Manxe ABi TUCAYI NiT paHiwe, Haka3as
MOPIO NPUTUXHYTU. I MOpe 3pasy
nocnyxasno. 3 no4yaTky Burnagano, wo
KOLUTOM LbOro craB ckapb noro, 6o x
XpecTtuk ynae y Mope. Ta Konu
kopabenb npuyanune Ao NOpPTYy TO
3HAWLWAN MOro NpuainaeHoro 4o
Kopnycy kopabnsi. AHacTacin HocmB
TOoM XpecTuK peluTa CBOiX AHIB Ha
UboMy cBITi (Moro 6aunmMo vy uin
3HIMUI).

AHacTacia Mpis Npo XUTTS LiJIKOBUTO
nocesvyeHe rocnogesi CNOBHUAOCS,
KONn nomy 6yno 29 nit (aexTo kaxe
30), KoK BiH NPUNHAB YepHEeYnin
nocTpur y MmoHacTtupi Hea MoHi (ue
O3HaH4Yae «HoBMM MoHacTup») Ha
ocTpoBi Xioci. BiH npuinHaB iM's
Nasap. Toai Konn XToCb Kasas 6u, wo
TaKe XWUTTS piBHO3HA4YHe 3i CMepTHo
yepes OTe caMoBigpeyeHHs, sike BOHO
BMMAarae€, To ue iM’'sl, sike BiH po34inss
3 JII0AVHOL, iKYy BOCKpecuB Icyc 3a
YOTUPU AHI NO NOro OCTAHHbOMY
BiAANXY, BUSBSANO NOro NnepekoHaHHS
B TOMY, WO YepHeya «CMepTb Big
CBiTY>» AINCHO 6yna piBHO3HAYHOIO 3
BOCKPECIHHAM [0 XUTTS MOBHILWOro

Ta iM’a Jlazap noTiM NocTynuiocs
TPETbOMY M OCTaHHbOMY iMeHi CBATOro
- HekTapin (o Haragye HaMm, Skui
conoakuin Nocnogb). BiH oTpuMae noro
npun BUCBATI Ha caH [MsikoHa yepe3
ABa poKU. A CKOpO Nic/iig uboro, Bxe
Kk CBsLWEHMK, BiH NOKNUHYB [peuito i
nogascs B €ErvneT, Ae MOoro TanaHrT,
No6OXHICTb | NpoNoBiAb CKOPO
npuBenn Ao BUCBATU MOro Ha CaH
€nnckona 3 TUTYJIOM
«MNeHTONONbCbKNI» (Ue — ApeBHS
€napxis y cboroaHiwHin Jlisii). Ane

of the original Cross of the Lord in
it), which his grandmother had given
him, into the water and, as the Lord
had done near two millennia ago,
commanded the sea to be still. And
the sea immediately obeyed. At first
it seemed that this had cost him his
treasure, for the Cross fell into the
sea. But when the ship came to port
it was found to be stuck to the hull
of the ship. Anastasius wore that
Cross for the rest of his earthly days
(we can see it on him in this photo).

Anastasius’ dream of a life of total
consecration to the Lord was fulfilled
at the age of 29 (some say 30),
when he was tonsured a monk at the
Nea Moni (literally “new monastery”)
on the island of Chios. He received
the name Lazarus. Where some
would say that such a life amounted
to death, because of the self-denial
it required, this name, which he
shared with the man Jesus had
raised up four days after he had
breathed his last, showed a
conviction that the monastic “death
to the world” amounted, in fact, to a
resurrection to a more abundant life.

The name Lazarus gave way to the
Saint’s third and final name of
Nectarius (reminding us that life in
the Lord is sweet as nectar), upon
his ordination to the Diaconate two
years later. Soon after, now as a
Priest, he left Greece for Egypt,
where his talent, piety and preaching
quickly led to his ordination as
Bishop - of the titular see of
Pentapolis (an ancient eparchy in
what is now Libya). But humiliation
was in store for the zealous young
Hierarch. Envy induced his
colleagues to slander him and
Sophronius, the Patriarch of
Alexandria, suspended and ordered




pPEBHOr0, LOHOro €papxa CKoOpo Mano
CNiTKaTh rMnboke NMpUHMXEHHS.
3a34picTb CnoHyKana noro Koner
NYyCTUTU HAKAENu NpoTU HbOrO, i
MaTpiapx OnekcaHApiNCbKNI
CodpoHin cycneHayBaB Moro Ta
Haka3aB MOMY MOKUHYTU Ermnner.

Bnagnka HekTapih cMMpeHHO
CMPUNHSAB Len HecnpaseanBumn
Haka3s, Wwob He aoBecTn A0 KOHMDNIKTIB
B €ErvnTi NOMiDK TUMU YNCNEHHUMMN, AKI
noro nobunu, i Tievo HecnpaseaMBOIO
MEHLUMHOI, AKa NOro He BMHOCMKNA.
BiH nogaBca B peuito, ane Tam He
6yno aHi Micus aHi 3acobiB XUTTS Ans
HbOrO AOTW AOKWU nMpugaTesnb 3 ErnnTy
3aCTyNMBCS 3a HbOro nepepg
MinicTtepcTtBoM Penirii i OcBiTH, i noro
HapewTi MPU3HAYNIN CITYXUTH
MPOCTMM NPONOBIAHMKOM Ha OCTPOBI
Esb6ei. Ta Hacnigkn Haknenis
nepewkoaXanm noMmy B npaui, i nicns
TPpbOX NiT HekTapih noBepHyBCH B
AdiHn.

LM pa3oM MOro NpuXusabHUKKN 3MOrun
aonomorTtu CBaToMy 3406yTH
cTaHoBuwe upekTopa B LlepKoBHil
LLIkoni Pi3apif, Ha AKoMy BiH
NOCNYXMB 3 BiA3HAKOW, NpU YOMY W
nponosigysas no AdiHax BNpoaoBX
mamxe 15 niT. MNigyac uboro BiH
CKOMMOHYBaB AyXe MonynsapHy
AYyXO0BHY nicHo no boropoauui nig
Ha3Bow ArHi lapreHe (MNpeuncra
[iBo). MoxHa nouyTu, K ii cniBatoTb
yeHui MoHacTupa CumoHoneTpac Ha
Fopi AdoHi ocb TyT: YouTube.

Xou CB. HekTapia Haue 6 To ocobnmBeo
WaHYTb 6inblW CTpOri NpaBoCNaBHi
TPaAuLIOHANICTM, BiH TaKOX BiAOMUI
3a Aewo He3BUYANHUM YNH Y
csiToBomy lpasocnas’to. ¥ 1911 p.,
KON BiH CMY>XXMB We B ceMiHapii, BiH
BUCBATMB ABi [nakoHicu. Llen 3Bnuain
3a/IMWNIAN We nepes 3aBepLUEeHHAM

him to leave Egypt.

Bishop Nectarius humbly accepted
the unjust command in order to
prevent conflicts in Egypt between
the many who loved and the few
who despised him. He left for
Greece, but there was no place or
means of support for him here, until
a friend from Egypt intervened with
the Ministry of Religion and
Education, and he was appointed to
serve as a simple preacher on the
island of Euboea. The effects of the
slanders impeded his work and after
three years Nectarius returned to
Athens.

This time his supporters were able to
help the Saint get a position as
Director of the Rizarios Ecclesiastical
School where he served with
distinction, as well as preaching
throughout Athens, for nearly 15
years. It was while he was there that
he composed the immensely popular
hymn to the Theotokos, Agni
Parthene (O Pure Virgin), which we
can hear sung by the Monks of the
Simonopetras Monastery of Mt.
Athos on this site: YouTube.

Although St. Nectarius seems to be
particularly admired by the more
austere Orthodox traditionalists, he
is also remembered for a rather
unusual action in world Orthodoxy.
In 1911, while at the Seminary, he
ordained two women Deaconesses, a
practice which had been abandoned
since before the turn of the first
millennium. In 1986, Metropolitan
Christodoulos (later to become
Archbishop of Athens) ordained a
Deaconess following “the ritual of St.
Nectarius”. In 2004 the Holy Synod
of the Church of Greece declared
that this practice was not to be
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nepworo Tnca4vonitra. Y 1986 p.
Mutpononut Xpucroayn (9Kuim noTim
ctaB ApxuenuckonoM AdiH) Takox
BMCBATUB [ANAKOHICY «3a YMHOM CB.
HekTapisa». A B 2004 p. CBsLWeHHUNA
CuHopg Npeubkoi LlepkBu nporosocms,
WO He NOBMHEH MaTu Micue CNpoTuB
TakoMy 3Buyatn. (OaHak AMAKOHICK He
A0NoMararTb CNyXUTenam
BoxxectBeHHoOI JliTyprii, Tak camo, K
ue pobnatbe AnsAKoHn).

Ha ocTtaHky HekTapieBe nparHeHHS
XUTTH, ke 6inbw niaxoanno 6 ans
MOro 4YepHe4yoro NOKAMKAHHS,
CNOHYKanu Noro NpumnHATK Ha cebe
3aBAaHHSA BiAHOBUTU XIHOYNM
MoHacTup lMpecBaToi Tponui Ha
ocTposi Erini. CB. HekTapin Tpyanscs
TaM BMNpoAoBX 6inblW UMM AECATUNITTS
aXxXk 10 CBOro YrNMOKOEHHSA y f'ocnogi
9/22 nuctonaga 1920 p.

HaBiTb BNpoAOBX HEKTapiEBOro XuUTTH
B HbOMY, A0 MoHacTups npubysano
6araTo NanoMHuKIB, IKi NPOCUAN NOro
AYXOBHOI nopaau, crnosiganvucy B
HbOIro Ta OTpMMyBanu 61aroC1OBEHHS
CegaTtoro YrogHuka. byno 6arato uya
BHACNIAOK MOro MOAMTOB. 3pasy Mo
MNOro yrnokoeHHi B nikapHi B AdiHax
(npasagonoaibHo Yepes pak NpocraTun),
Naui€EHT, SKUKM fiexxaB Ha NiXKY 3pa3y
6ins HbOro yuinis Big napanivy, gk
cBeTpa HekTapis Nos0Xunm Ha Uoro
NiXKKO, Konun Tino CeATOro
NPUroToBASANN AN1A TPAHCNOPTY A0
MoHacTmps ansa NMoxopoHy — Ha KU
npubyno Maca Hapoay 3 peuii Ta 3
€rmnTy.

Barato-xTo yBaxaB HekTapia CBATUM
HaBiTb 3a Moro xuTtTH. Lis nowaHa
3pocTtana 6araTokpaTHO Mnicnsa moro
ynoKoeHHA. I 20-ro kBiTHA 1961 p.
BceneHcbkuin MaTpisapxat
KOHCTaHTUMHOMONbCbKUIN OQIiLiAHO
BM3HaB Noro, sk CBATOro ans BCi€l

opposed. (However Deaconesses do
not assist celebrants of the Divine
Liturgy in the same fashion as do
Deacons.)

Eventually Nectarius’ yearning for a
life more ideally suited to his
monastic vocation led him to take
upon himself the restoration of the
Holy Trinity Monastery for women on
the island of Aegina. St. Nectarius
laboured there for over a decade
until his repose in the Lord on
November 9/22, 1920.

Even during his life-time there, the
Monastery was the site of pilgrimage
to many who came to ask for his
spiritual counsel, to confess and to
receive the Saint’s blessing. There
were many miracles as a result of
his prayers. Immediately upon his
repose in a hospital in Athens (likely
due to prostate cancer), the patient
on the bed next to his was
immediately healed of his paralysis
when Nectarius’ sweater was placed
on his bed, as the Saint’s body was
being prepared for transport to the
Monastery for the Funeral - which
was attended by multitudes from
Greece and Egypt.

Many people had considered
Nectarius to be a Saint even while
he was alive. This veneration
continued to increase many times
over after his repose. And on April
20, 1961, the Ecumenical
Patriarchate of Constantinople
officially recognized him as a Saint of
the whole Church. Then, on
September 15, 1998, Petros VI,
whose title was “Pope and Patriarch
of Alexandria and all Africa”, issued
a statement restoring Nectarius’
status. This declaration, which is to
be found inscribed in huge letters on




LlepkBu. Toai 15-ro BepecHa 1998 p.
MeTpo VI, aknn mae tntyn «lMana u
MaTpiapx OnekcaHApii i BCi€i
Adpukn>», BuaaB 3asBy, KOO
noeBepHyB HekTapito noro caH. Lis
3asBa, ska BnkapboBaHa BeIMKMMU
niTepamMu no BCiN CTiHi Yy BEIMYHOMY
Xpami CB. HekTapis B EriHi, ge Moui
CBATOro cno4MBarTb, 3aKiHYYETLCH
TaKMMU 3BOPYLLIMBMMU CNOBaMun: «Mu
npocmMo CB. HekTapist npoCcTnUTH i
HaM, TaKUM HeLOCTOMHUM AKUMU MU €,
i HAWKXM NnonepegHUKaM, HalwnMm
6bpataM Ha lMpecTtoni
OnekcaHApincbKOMY, 3a Hall CNpoOTMB
CBATOMY i 3a BCe Te, WO Yepes
JOACBKI HEMOYi UM MOMUIIKU,
nepetepnis Haw Ceatun OTeub,
€nuckon MNMeHTanoNbCbKUN,
HekTapin».

MPUHMXKXEHHSA | CTpaXKaaHHS, SKNX
nepeHic Ce. HekTapin He oripunnu
Moro, TOMy WO BiH NOCTINHO W1
HEerNnoxXmMTHO AMBUBCS i ynoBaB Ha
focnoaa, Skuii paam Hac nepeHic
MPUHWXEHHA CMepTi Ha XpecTi, Konu
6yB po3n’aTMM NOMiX ABOMaA
po3binHnkamun. Icyc BunpaBaascs i
npocnasmnecs CBOIM BOCKPECEHHSAM 3
MepTBuX, i 3acHyBaB CBOE€ BiuHe
LlapcTtBO, siIke 3HaxX0AMMO M CbOroAHi B
LlepkBi, 9KOI MM € y4aCHUKaMu 1
rpomagsHamu. MNoaibHe 6aunmo B CB.
HekTapia, B 4eCTb 9KOro CboroaHi
nocesyeHo binbwe LlepkoB unm 6yab-
KOMY 3 iHWMX Cy4YaCHUX NpaBOCNaBHUX
CeaTtux. Hexamn xe noro Monuteu Ta
NpuKNaa 3MiLHIOKTb | HAacC, KON 1 Mn
NMPOXOAMUMO Yepes pi3Hi icnuTn Ta
TEPMiHHA Y XWUTTi HA LUbOMY CBITi.
Hexawn i MM 3aXOBYEMO CBOi AYMKM i
cepus 3ocepeaxeHnumu Ha lNocnogai,
AKUA NpoBaguTb HacC vyepes yCi ui
cnpasu Ao pagowis BivHoro LlapcTsa.
AMiHb.

a wall in the magnificent St.
Nectarius Church on Aegina, where
the relics of the Saint repose, ends
with these poighant words: “"We
beseech St. Nectarius to forgive both
us, unworthy as we are, and our
predecessors, our brothers of the
Throne of Alexandria, for opposition
to the Saint and for all which, due to
human weakness or error, our Holy
Father, Bishop of Pentapolis, St.
Nectarius, suffered.”

The humiliation and suffering
endured by St. Nectarius did not
embitter him because he kept his
eyes firmly fixed upon the Lord,
Who, for our sake, endured the
humiliation of death upon a Cross,
crucified between two thieves. Jesus
was vindicated and glorified by rising
from the dead, and established His
Eternal Kingdom which we see today
in the Church, of which we are
members and citizens. So was it with
St. Nectarius, to whose memory
more Churches are dedicated than is
the case with any other modern
Orthodox Saint. May his prayers and
example fortify us as well, as we go
through the trials and tribulations of
life in this world. May we too keep
our mind and heart focused on the
Lord, Who leads us through all these
to the joy of the Eternal Kingdom.
Amen.




